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HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  REGENT, 

MEMOIRS 

THE  PRESENT   STATE 

OF 

SstUntt  atit>  S^tUnttnt  iEti!E(tttution0 

IN  FRANCE: 


corrAiMiius 


A  DESCRIPTIVE  AND  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 


ROYAL  OARDBV  OF    PLANTS;  THE  ROYAL   INSTITUTE;   THE   POLYTECHNIC 

SCHOOL;  THE  FACULTY  OF  SCIENCES;  THE  COLLEGE  OF  FRANCE  ; 

AND  THE  CABINET  OF  MINERALOGY; 

THE   PUBUC   LIBRARIES;    THE    MEDICAL    SCHOOL;    AND   THE   HOSPITALS, 
9ruk  Plant  <^f  the  latter  never  before  pttbltthed,  ^c.  ^c. 

iVTKAtPUUBD  WITH 

or  ALL  THE  EMINENT  CHARACTERS  WHO  IMVE  APPEARED  IN  FRANCE  DURING 
AND  SINCE  THE  REVOLUTION,  IN  THE  VARIOUS  DKFAKTMJCNT8  OF  SCIENCE. 

AOGOVriVISD  WITH 

OBSERVATIONS 

Upon   their  Writings,    Inventions^  DiscoverieSf    and    Public    Conduct, 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  HUMEROUS  PLATES  AND  TABLES. 

By  a.  B.  GRANVILLE,  M.D.  F.R.S.  F.L.S.  M.R.L 

PtHTtkrian  in  OMinar;  to  hit  Roy&l  IlighncM  the  Dvke  of  Clar<>nce ;  Member  of  the  Royal  Collefe  of  Physicians 
of  Lrrudon;  and  lliyaiciau  Accouohear  to  the  >\e*iminfctcr  General  Di»p«iisary,  Jcc  &c. 
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VOLUME  THE  FHIST. 

Mathematical  and  Natural  Sciences. 


PART  1. 

8«T.  1«~Hittorical  Sketch  of  the  State  of 
Science  in  France  at  the  Commence- 
ment of  the  Revolntion-^ConnectUin 
between  Science  and  Scientific  Men, 
and  the  estraordinarY  Political  Bventi 
of  that  Time-New  aiM  Anthentic  Anec- 
'        ooten  on  thin  Salyect. 

BMtt.  IL—Progren  of  Science  since  179l», 
«nd    nrenent    State    of    iti     ▼ariotu 

Jtf*^"** Antronomy;     Geometry; 

Triifonoraetry :  Algebra;  Natural  and 
Mechanical  PhUovophy;  Geography 
ttnd  NaTii^tioii ;  Chemistry;  Minera- 
wry  and  Geolo^;  Botany  and  Arri- 
««t«re;  Zoolofy;  Sciences  appUed  to 


the  ArU:  with  an  Account  of  the  Dis- 
coveries made  in,  and  the  Works 
written  upon  each  Science,  followed 
by  the  Bteeravhy  of  those  who  have 
cultivated  them  with  the  greatest 
Success. 

PART  n. 
Skt.  L— Number,  Origin,  and  Administra- 
tion of  the  various  EstabliKhmcnts  in 
Pari*  for  Scientific  Purposes.— 1.  The 
Royal  Garden  of  Plants,  with  a  De- 
scription of  Its  Gall*  ries.  Gardens, 
Menageries,  the  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  BoUny,  and  Comparatire 
Anatomy,  preceded  by  an  Historical 
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Sketcli  of  Its  Orii^n  And  Progrew  opjo 
1819 — *.  The  EtaUt  det  Mines — 3.  TB6 
Royal  Polytechnic  School.— «.  The 
Royal  Observatory.— &.  The  Board  of 
LoD^tnde.— 6.  The  Royal  College  of 
France.— 7.  The  Faculty  of  Sciences.— 
8.  The  Conservatory  of  Arts  and  Trades. 
—-9.  The  Great  Cabinet  of  Mineralocry. 
—10.  The  King*8  Private  Collection  of 
Minerals.— 11.  The  EcoU  Normale,-^ 
IS.  The  PabUc  Libraries. 

6bot.  II.— Scientific  Societies.— 1.  The 
Royal  Institute  of  France,  History, 
Pro(n«ss,  Transactions,  R^gmlations, 
and  Members.— 9.  The  Institute  of 
^Effyptf  founded  by  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte ;  its  actual  State  A  Members ;  the 
jprefit  Work  noy  publishing  by  them.- 
3>  The  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture.— 
4.  The  Society  for  encouraging  the  Arts 
and  National  Manufactures.— 5.  The 
AthensBum.— 6.  The  Philomatic  So- 
ciety.—7.  The  Galvanic  Society,  Ac 

Sect.  HI.— Living  Professors;  Biographi- 
cal Notes,  and  Observations  on  their 
Writings,  Nature  of  their  Lectures, 
and  their  Discoveries.— 1.  Aitronom3f. 
Arago,  Delbambre,  Burekhardt,  Cas- 
■ini,  Bouvard,  Mathieu,  &c.— S.  Mathe- 


matici.  Laplace,  Blot,  Lacroiz,  Am- 
pgre,  Poisson,  Legendre,  Poinaot, 
Cauchy,  Hachf'tte,  Ac— S.  NaturwU  and 
Mechanical  Philotophv,  Gay  Lnssac, 
<^rard,  Pronjr,  Charies,  ftc— i.  Geo- 
graphs  and  KatigaUon.  Rossel,  Co- 
quebert  Montlnret,  LablUardiire,  Ac— 
6.  Chemiitry,  Thenard,  Proust,  Ber- 
thoUet,  Vauquelin,  Deyeux,  Dulong, 
Chaptal,  Ac — 6.  Mineraloty  and  Geo- 
logy,  Hauy,  Brongniart,  Ramond, 
Brochant,  Villefosse,  Gillet  Laumont, 
Beudant,Berthier.— 7.Botanjf  and  Agri' 
cuttttre,  Junien,  Desfontaines,  Mir- 
bel,  Richard.  Palisot  Beanvois,  Tb6uin, 
Silvestre,  Huzard,  Dnpetlt-Thouars, 
Ac— S.  Zoology.  Cuvier,  Latreille, 
|jacepede,Geoffi-oy,Lamarck,  Dumeri], 
Blainville,  Bosc,  llesmarets,  Ac.  Ac 
Sect.  IV.— Private  Lectures  and  ScfaooU 
on  various  Branches  of  {general  Science. 
— Copcluding  general  Observations  on 
the  Information  contained  in  the 
Volume.— Estimation  in  vrhlch  men  of 
Science  are  held  in  France,  vlth  Anec- 
dotes,  illustrative  of  their  Character. 
—Examination  of  this  Problem :  **  Has 
or  has  not  France  improved  in  regard 
to  Science  for  the  last  30  Years  ?** 


VOLUME  THE  SECOND. 


Medical,  Chinirgical,  and  Pharmaceutical  Sciences. 


PART  I. 

JscT.  I — Theory,  Practice,  and  Instruction 
in  tiie  Medical  and  Cbimrgical  Sci- 
ences.— 1.  Ecole  de  Medecine,  Paris, 
Montpellier,  and  Strasbourg.  Regu- 
lations, History,  and  Foundation;  Ad- 
ministration, Lectures,  Admission,  and 
Doctors  Degrees:  Cabinet  of  Anatomy* 
Surgery,  Mechanical  Philosophy,  Mor- 
bid Anatomy,  Chemistry,  Library.— a. 
The  Clinical  SchooL— ji.  The  Hotpiee 
for  improving  Chlrurgical  Knowledge. 
— *.  The  dissecting  Pavilions.— &.  The 
general  dissecting  Theatre  at  La  Plti^. 
—6.  The  EcoU  de  Pharmacie. — 7.  The 
Vaccine  EsUblisbmenU— ^.  Private 
Lectures. 

Sect.  II.— Number, Origin,  Administration, 
and  Description,  of  the  Hospitals  in 
Paris,  viib  their  Plans  and  Architec- 
tural Elevatioud — 1.  Hotel  Dieu.— «. 
Charities.  St.  Louis.— 4.  LaPiU6.— ft. 
Bnfans  Malades.— &Capuclns.— 7.  Neo- 

ker 8.  Cochin.— 9.  Beaujon.— 10.  St. 

Antoine.— 11.  Maternity,  or  Great  Ly- 
Sng-in  Hospital,  and  General  School  for 

.Mulwives 18.  Enfans  TrouvAs. — IS. 

Military  Hospitals.— 1«.  Pharmacie  Cen- 
trales—1&.  Lanatlc  Asylums.- A.  Sal- 
petri^re.— B.  Bic^tre.— C.  Charenton. 

fivcT.  IIL— Charitable  Institutions,  and  Pri- 
vate Houses  for  the  Reception  of  Sick 
Persons.— 1.  Dbpensaries.— a.  Bureaux 
de  Charity,— 3.  Maternal  Society.— A. 
Private  MaUont  de  9ant^.— 6.  Ditto, nn^ 
der  the  Direciion  of  Government.— 7. 
J^ivate  Houses  for  the  Reception  of 
Lunatics  under  Esquirol  and  Dobulsson. 

Sect.  IV. -Hospitals  in  Prisoos.  Medical 
Jurisprudence  and  Police.  Medical 
Men  attached  to  Public  Tribunals. 
Laws  re&peotiiig  Premature  Death — 
Infanticide— Suspicious  Death— Drovn- 
Ing— Polioning.    La  Bourbe. 

Sect. v.— Veterinary  Medicine  and  Salary. 
— I.  Royal  Veterinary  Coll^re  «t  Ai- 
ford — a.  R.  Veterinf^'y  College  at 
Lyons. 

8ect.  VI.-  General  Administration  of  Hos- 

Sitals.    Statistical  ^cc  on  at  of  the  Num- 
er  of  Admissions,  Cures,  Deaths,  Sur- 


gical Operations,  Ac.  during  15  Yean. 
General  and  specific  Arrangements  of 
the  various  Hospitals  in  Paris— their 
Expenses— Mode  of  Admission— Attend- 
ance on  Patients— Examination  and 
Nomination  of  the  Elevea  UUtmet  et 
evtemti,  Ac. 

PART  II. 

Sbct.  I.— Physicians  and  Suigeons  most  re- 

noumed  in  Paris.    Biographical  Notes. 

Observations   on   their  Writings   and 

tfieirpublic  and  private  Practice— their 

Ssneral  Character  and  Reputation. 
edicine Portal,    HaII4,  Magendie, 

Alibert,  Pinel,  Corvisart,  Orflla,  Ac. 
^rgcry.— Dupuytren,  Boyer,  Pelletan, 
Rlcherand ,  Rouz,  Bedard,  Brescbet,  Ac. 
Ac  PAtfrwMicy.— Deyeus,  Pelletier, 
Cadet,  La  Planche,  Virey,  Ac.  Ac 

Sect.  II.— Medical  Societies— their  Meet 
ings  and  Regulations— their  Number— > 
Proceedings  and  Transactions.— 1.  So^ 
cieU  de  C  Ecole.— 2,  SocieU  fP Emulation, 
— S.  VAthende  de  Medecine,^4.  Le  Cev 
ele  MedicaL^'b,  SocUti  d^Instruction 
Medicate,— 6.  SocidU  de  Pharmacie,  Ac 

Sect.  IIL— Number,  Nature,  Character, 
Editors,  Origin  and  History  of  the 
Scientific  and  Medico^hirurgical  Pe- 
riodical Publications,  which  oppe.^r  in 
France.— I.  Memoires  d*  Hi«toire  Na^ 
turelle.— a  Annales  de  Chimic— 8. 
Journal  de  Physique.—^  Bulletin  de  \% 
8ociet6  Philomatiqne,— ft.  Bulletin  de  la 
Society  d'Encouragement.— 6.  Journal 
4^  SedilloL— 7.  Journal  par  Lerouz.— 
8.  Journal  par  RegnaulU— 9.  Annales 
Cliniques  de  ftfoatpellier.— 10.  Journal 
des  4ri«  «t  des  Sciences.— 11.  Biblio- 
th6que  Medicale.— U.  Joorual  d'Agri- 
cultare.  ^  ^^     ,  , 

Sect.  ly.-General  SomiQary  of  thp  Infor- 
mation contained  i»  thJo  Se<»nd  Vo- 
lume.—Practice  of  Medicine  and  Sui»- 
Ey  in  France,  Civil  and  Military.— 
leral  Observations  on  t^e  ^^ate  of 
HoepiUis.-Charact^r  of  t\^e  Me- 
dical Men,  and  Estimation  in  which 
they  are  held.- Problem:  **  Have  the 
Medical  Sciences  made  any  Prc«re$i 
during  and  since  ihe  IwevoluUouJ*^ 
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An  Anahftis  qf  the  following  recent  Biographical  Works ! 

1.  Memoin  of  the  Private  and  Public  Ufe  of  William  Penn.    By  Thos.  Clarkton,  BUI. 
fi.  Menoira  of  the  Life  and  Writinsi  of  Benj.  Franklin,  LL^D.  F.1L8.  And  Mlnivter 

Plenipotentiary  Arom  tlie  United  SliUes  of  America,  at  the  Court  of  France 
'     written  by  hintteU;  to  a  late  Period,  and  continued  to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  by 

W.  Temple  Franltlin. 
S.  Memoin  of  Mowhee,  a  younc,  Nev  Zealander,  who  died  at  Paddincton;  by  the 

Rev.  Basil  Woodd,M.A. 
«.  Memoin  of  Richard  Wpitson,  Biahop  orLandaff,  written  by  hlnselC 
A.  Memoin  of  the  Rif  hi  Hon«  John  Philpot  Curi'an,  by  W.  OTlefan,  Bsq, 
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MEMOIRS  OF  THE  FOLLOWING   PERSONS, 


Aclanil,  I^eat-Oeneral  Sir  W.  R.  Palmer, 

K.C.B. 
Alexander,  Wm.  Esq.  F.S.  A,  and  I^  S. 
Allen,  Right  Hon.  Joshua,  Fifth  Viscount 

Allen 
Annesley,  Ri|cht  Hon.  Arthur,  Earl  of 

Mountnorris 
Apthurp,  Rev.  B.,  D.D. 
Arnold,  Thomas,  M.D. 
Bacon,  John,  Esq. 
Bawdwen,  Rev.  William,  B.  A. 
Beaacharopi  Right.  Hon.  William 
Bell,ReY.Wiiinim,  D  D. 
Bennett,  Rev.  Th«>ma8,  D.D. 
Bettj,  Samuel,  Esq. 
Birch,  John,  Esq. 
Blomfield,  R«*t.  E.  V. 
Brereton,  Lient.«GeneraI  R. 
Brooke  and  Warwick,  Oeorre,  Earl  of 
Brydges,  E.  W.  6.  Esq. 
Buchanan,  Robertson,  Esq. 
Bucrtinrhainshire, Robert, Earl  of 
Clark,  M  r.  Thomas 
Cleaver,  Dr.  William,  Lord  Bishop  of 

St.  Asaph 
Courtenay,  John,  F«q. 
Curtis,  Admiral  Sir  Roger,  Bart. 
Dale,  Thomas,  M.D. 
Dampier,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
U*Anverene,      Admiral,      Prince     de 

BoalFlon 
Dttigenan.  Right  Hon.  Patrick,  M.P. 
Eaton,  James,  Eaq. 
Bsslngton,  V  ice- Admiral,  Sir  W. 
Ferguson,  Dr. 
Fitzwilliam,  Richd.  Lord  Viscount,  of  the 

Kingdom  of  Ireland,  F.R.S.  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  Leinster 
Franklin,  Or.  Benjamin,  Review  of  his 

Correspondence 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Hardinge,  Mr.  JusUce 
Harrington,  Dr. 
Heath,  John,  Esq. 
Hood,  Admiral,  Lord  Viscount 
lloltroft,  Thomas,  Esq.  Review  of  his 
'^    Life 

Hurry,  Mr.  Thomas 
Unddart,  Jm.  E*^^  F.R.8.  Ac, 
UuBtingAelil,  Right  Hon.  J.  V.  Lord  H. 
Jackson,  Dr.  William,  Lord  Bishop  of 

Oxford 
Johnes,  Thomas,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Jones,  Sir  William 
Jordan,  Mn.  D. 


Josephine,  the  late  Empress 

Joyce,  the  Rev.  J. 

Le  Blanc,  Sir  Simon 

Letuom,  Dr. 

Macconochie,  Hon.  A.  commonly  called 
Lord  Meadowbank 

Macpherson,  David 

Manvers,  Right  Hon.  C  M. 

Melvil,  Identenaot'Govemor,  Review 
of  his  Life 

Munday,  Francis  Noel  Clark,  Esq. 

Wairnc*.  the  Hon.  Henry 

Ney,  Marshal 

Noleken,  Mary,  Baroness 

'Noorthoiick,  Mr.  John 

Norfolk,  Charles,  Duke  of 

Ogle,  Sir  C.tarle<i,  Baronet 

Ormerod,  Rev.  Rich.  M.  A. 

Packe,  Charles  James,  Esq. 

Peachey,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Baron  Selsey, 
F.R.S.  Ac. 

Pemberton,  William  Augustus,  B.D. 

Penrhyn.Lady  S. 

PeitriccsTUoinas,  Esq. 

Polkemmet,  Lord 

Power,  Right  Rev.  P^  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Waterford 

Prevost,  Lleut.-<^en.  Sir  Geo.  Bart. 

Price,  Rev.  Richard,  D.D.F.R.S.  Re- 
view of  his  Life 

Roxburgh,  Dr.  William 

Shrridati,  Right  Hon.  Brinsley 

Sheridan,  Review  of  bis  Life 

Squire,  Dr.  John 

Sunhope,  Charles,  Earl  of 

SU  Albans,  the  Durhess  of 

St.  Vincent,  Rt.  Hon.  the  Countess  of 

Strutt,  Jobu,  Esq. 

Sutherland,  G.  Esq. 

Taylor,  (:i>arles.  M.  D. 

Tomkins,  Mr.  Thomas 

Townsbeud,  Rev.  Jos.  M. A. 

Vincent,  Dr.  William,  Dean  of  West- 
minster 

Vyse,  the  Rev.  W.  D.  C.L. 

Warwick,  George,  Earl  of 

Wat&on,  Dr.  Lord  Bishop  of  Landaff 

West,  Benjamin,  Esq.  Review  of  his 
Life,  prior  to  his  Arrival  in  Eng- 
land 

Whitbread,  Samuel,  F.sq.  M.  P. 

Willyams,  the  Rev.  Cooper 

Wilmot,  John  Eardley,  Esq.  F.R^.  and 
F.  A.S. 

Woodhull,  Michael,  Esq. 


AN 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  BIOGRAPHICAL  WORKS; 

L  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  bv  Dr.  Watkins. 
8.  Memoirs  of  Lleutenant-Oovemor  Mel vil« 
S.  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Thomas  Holcrofl. 
«.  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Price,  DJ>.  F.R.8. 
ft.  Mcmpirsof  BeiUnmiu  West,  President  of  the  Royal  Academy. 
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SIR, 

I  DO  myaeli^  (he  honour  of  inscriljiiig  to  yoa 
the  foDowing  discusoon  ooncernhig  the  prindples  of 
popuktion  and  p^uctiDO.  My  object^  in  thisy  13  the 
tWK^.afi  in  my  fonner.  It  is  to  endeavour  to  dear  the 
t^neiice  of  statist  from  mere  theoretical  fancies  in  these 
vital  pdnts^  and  to  establish  their  principles  on  real 
causes  an^  fu^ual  results. 

I  am  not  infcnrmed,  whether  the  statisticians  of  the 
cpQtanent  have  gone  much  into  the  examination  of  a  doc- 
triae  oertainly  among  the  most  appaUing,  broached  in 
aDQi^t  or  moderq  times.  Sir  James  Steuart  seems  to 
have  laid  the  b«sis  of  the  subdstence  theory,  but  Mn 
Malthus  gave  it  its  present  form.  The  bold  assump- 
tioq^  of  th^  latter  made  an  extractt'dinary  impression  on 
.tl^  public  mind  hare*  '^or  many  years  our  political 
lOtlQW  of  every  idass  would  frequently  go  out  of  their 
way  to  show  that  they  were  antipopulationists.  The 
most  ridiciilous  effects  were  attributed  to  the  new  sub- 
sistence prindple.  In  thdr  theacetic  iury^  they  seemed 
to  pcmaider  all  the  evils  of  human  nature  as  springing 
fironi  the  HMTrense  of  population. 

I  suspect  iadeed,  that  this  was  less  the  effect  of  real 
VeKef  d^ved  &om  Hnct  examination,  than  of  fashion. 
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For  ^ith  us,  as  well  as  with  you,  fashion  often  enters 
into  science,  and  has  more  influence  than  either  facts  or 
reason.  I  certainly  have  never  met  with  any  subsisten- 
dan,  who  seemed  to  be  even  aware,  that  the  doctrines 
which  he  held,  *  tdionld  be  tried  by  the  great  law  of 
nature,  the  regulating  power  of  the  demand ;  and  that 
they  not  merely  abrogated,  but  actually  reversed  that 
taw.  But  be  the  cause  what  it  may,  the  subsistence  or 
antipopulation  theory  seemed  to  have  triumphed  com- 
pletely in  Britain  for  several  years.  Certain  attempts 
had  indeed  been  made  at  first  to  check  thb  popular 
delusion ;  but  all  gave  way. 

At  kngth,  in  the  spring  of  18l5,  the  author  of  tli^ 
Happiness  of  States  (a  work  which  he  meant  tb  hav6 
jpubFished  in  1804,  but  was  prevented)  stood  forth  to 
vindicate  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  arrangements  dT 
nature,  by  an  appeal  to  real  causes  and  actual  facts^ 
This  determined  populationist,  utiawed  by  the  epidemi- 
cal,fury  around  him,  and  confident  of  having  (acts  axA 
every  principle  of  circulation,  as  he  affirms,  on  his  ade, 
treated, mere  bold  assertions  as  of  no  value,  and  cooUy 
told  our  subsistencians,  that,  with  respect  to  thdr 
theory;  **  to  examine  was  to  refute.**  lF*rom  a  minute 
analysis  of  causes  and  effects,  connected  with  population 
and  subsistence,  he  drew  conclusions,  in  every  lea<fing 
point,  exactly  contrary  to  those  winch  Mr.  Malthus 
grounded  upon  general  assumptions. 

The  populationists  are  now  evidently  gaining  ground. 
"Sir.  Grahamej  Mr.  Weyland,  and  several  others,  have 
sinee  attadted  the  subsistence  theory  eUi  in  his  own 
way.  But  the  public  mind  here  is  certainly  still  inuch 
in  <)oubt  on  this  most  important  practical  question. 

It  is  my  intention  to  bring  the  two  theories  fully 
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iiKo  eootaot  whh  each  othor  cm.  9II  the  points  of  dtfEnr-  • 
eoce,  in  order  to  enable  my  readen  to  decide  for  thorn* 
aelves. 

Our  feelings,  Sir,  ought  not  to  influence  ut  in  owr 
decnncm;.  but  what  aTeryeounent  and  ^xctUent  pufalio 
;  chariictec  wrote,  to.  the  author  9^  the,  population  tbeot^, 
just  as  he  was  going  to  enter  on  an  examination  of  tl|0 
feUbject,  will  ipri&ri  be  assented  to  by  all.  «'  If  you 
have  succeeded  in  establishing  your  position,  tJuU  poptu 
lotion  is  the  regnlmhr  of  subsistence,  not  subsistence  qf 
pcpulationj  you  will,  I  am  sure,  afford  great  relief  to 
every  benevolent  mind.*"  The  consequences  of  the  doc- 
trines a[  the  subsistence  theory  lire  such,  that  no  IHend 
to  our  race,  even  among  those  who  have  admitted  them» 
but  would  be  glad  to  find  them  proved  to  be  unwarranted. 

The  question.  Sir,  is  no  abstract  one;  no  merely 
theoretical  one.  It  affects  practically,  vitally,  ^ssen» 
tially,  intimately  the  fortunes  of  every  man,  woman  and 
diild  of  the  human  race.  The  populatioo&sta  w^  poo* 
tending  for  the  liberty  of  mankind  agwi9t  a  tyranny  of 
the  most  repulsive  And  insufferable  character,  Their 
object  is  to  assert  the  rights  ^d  power  of  mind,  and  to 
rescue  rational  beings  from  a  slavery  as  miserable  as 
it  is  degcading:  and,  what  would  give  a  peculiarly 
envenomed  sttng  to  aU>  a  slavery,  whicb^  wei^  it  really 
imposed  by  natiu^,  must  be, hopeless. 

The  whole  question.  Sir,  hinges  op  this,  whether 
ihere  be  amy  insvperable  naiurat  difficulties  in  the 
s^plying  qf  svbsistence^  whv^  prevent  ihe  Jitfl  cpe* 
ration  ^  Hke  Imp  qf  t/ie  demand  with  t^speet  to  Us 
suppfy:  and  th^se  must  evidently  be  &und  either  in  a 
nfityraldeficiencjf  qfmaterials^  or  qf  suppliers.  Should, 
therefor^^  the  statisticians  at  the  continent  take  up  the 
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discussion  of  the  yerj  unpentant  and  deeply  iUierertlug 
^estion  wt  issue,  1  trust,  they  will  at  least  not  oononit 
the  blunder  which  has  been  so  generally  committed  on 
this  side  of  the  water.  1  trust,  they  will  not  try  it 
without  a  reference  Ho  what  alone  can  decide  it  oor^ 
r^y:  to  that  great  law  of  natuie,  the  seguhting 
power  of  the  Demand. 

THE  AUTHOIt. 

Ui  May,  1818. 
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PRINCIPLES 
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POPULATION, 


BOOK  1. 

THE  PRINCIPLE  OP  POPULATION. 


CHAPKER  I. 

INTBODUCTOBY  TO  THB.  DI8GUSSI0N. 

IF  we  except  the  grand  fundamental  question  in 
startles,  ffluU  is  the  wurce  of  productiveness 
t»  paint  of  weaWi  ?  thei'e  is  not  another  in  the 
science  which  ini^ye»  so  many  impoitaiit 
practical  consequences  as  that  which  is  meant 
far  the  subject  of  this  essay^  Has  population  a 
ietidencjf  to  over-^increase  P 

It  has  longy  perhap3  always,  been  a  pi*e- 
vailing  notion  with, .the  multitude,  that  circu- 
lators are  too  numerous^  and  that  were  these 
diminished  in  number,  by  sending  them  off  as 
ccdonists  for  example^  it  would  be  better  for 
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the  remainder.  From  this  naturally  springs 
another  popular  notion,  that  an  increase  of 
circulators  tends  to  render  the  circumstances  of 
the  former  worse,  as  these  new-comers  obtain 
a  greater  or  less  share  of  >the  advantages  of  the 
former  residents. 

These  notions  appear  so  plausible,  and  to 
be  so  fiairly  derived  from  facts  on  a  first  or 
partial  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  not  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  even  the  great  body  of 
the  better-informed  classes  have  admitted 
them,  or,  at  least,  not  positively  rejected 
them.  The  professed  statistician  himself  has 
generally  been  rather  diq)osed  to  take  them  for 
granted;    and  though,    in    more  enlightened 

erived  from  actual 
It  ^th  these,  have 
,  there  appears,  on 
er.  a  general  acqui«- 
a  leaning  towards 
ed  and  unlearned, 
among  statesmen  and  the  people* 

At  length  these  notions  have  been  embo- 
died in  a  theory ;  and  the  maintain^rB  of  this 
theory  seem  to  consider  them  ttither  as  axioms 
than  as  mere  oinniona.  For  some  years  it  was 
very  generally  admitt^ed  among  the  statisticians 
of  Great  Britain,  that,  on  the  arrangements  of 
nature,  circulators  were  apt  to  become  more 
numerous  than  was  advantageous;  or,  in  other 
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wordsy  that  papuhtum  has  a  tendency  to  ov^r- 
increase. 

Upon  a  general  view  of  the  subject,  howf 
ever,  this  certainly  does  not  seem  to  be  con<- 
fiistent  either  with  the  laws  of  nature's  arrai^;e- 
ments^  er  with  the  results  of  these^  when 
viewed  impartially  and  in  all  their  eiAent.  And 
it  is  affirmed  on  the  other  side,  that  Aoug^ 
firom  a.partial  view  of  the  foots,  it  is  true  the 
inquiriii^  stadstidan  himself,  who  rises  above 
the  inflpence  of  name  and  of  popular  prejudices, 
apd  will  have  a  reason  for  every  things  may  at 
first  see  something  real  in  this  theoretical  con* 
cjusiopj  yet  when  he  examines  these  more  tho- 
rraghly,  Ik  \  first  view  to 

be  foUacioi  ^ses  them,  he 

percdves  t1  be  more  pro- 

bable, im^  ;e  anidysis  of 

tb^tn  prove  e  utterly  un- 

warranted, ictly  founded 

on  them. 

3ir  James  Sjtewart,  and  several  other 
statisticians  of  name,  have  sported  more  or 
less  of  the  theory  of  an  injuiious  tendency  in 
•population  to  over-increase,  but  Mr.  Maltfaus 
has  the  credit  of  embodying  it  more  completely^ 
and  distinctly  in^troducing  it  to  the  notice  of 
the  public.  To  his  ideas,  therefoi*e,  I  shall 
pay  particular  attention  in  discussing  the 
question. 
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This  theory  has  been  ratter,  disputed  m 
some  points,  than  entirely  rejected  by  its  oppo- 
Tients,  except  by  Mr.  Gray.  It  is  the  leading 
Ti^ect  of  this  author^  in  the  Happiness  tf  States^ 
to  estabBsh  the  doctrine,  that  the  increase  of 
population  is  so  Jhr  from  having  any  tendency 
1o  overstock^  that  the  more  rapid  and  extensive 
it  Isj  it  necessarily  supplies  human  wants  more 
completely,  augments  more  largely  the  average 
amount  of  employment y  income  and  toeatthy  ren^ 
ders  civiUzation  more  complete,  and  thus,  of 
course,  lends  more  effectually  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  cM. 

In  this  essay,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
ascertmn  what  are  the  real  principles  of  po|m<* 
lation  in  regard  to  the  means  afforded  for  a 
supply  of  its  wants,  or  as  to  its  tendency  to  in^ 
crease  or  over^ncrease,  I  mean  to  confine  my»- 
self  chiefly  to  examining  these  opposite  theories 
minutely,  on  the  fundamental  point  at  issue. 
Collateral,  or  connected  topics  may  be  nd^ 
tieed,  but  principally  with  a  reference  toth« 
grand  point.  By  keeping  the  attention  con^ 
centrated  upon  this,  we  shall  get  a  more  clear 
and  distinct  view  of  it,  and  be  better  able  t» 
come  to  a  correct  and  decisive  conclusion  upon 
it.  The  fundamental  positions  may  be  sound 
and  part  of  the  superstructure  unsound.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fundamental  doctrines  may 
be  merely  fanciful,  and  yet  much  of  the  detail 
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used  in  lUnstratiDg  th^n  may  be  real.  We 
must  pay  particular  attention  to  discriminating 
here. 

I  have  to  observe,  that  there  seems  a  strong 
bias  in  speculative  minds  towards  what  I  call 
snbtilfani^^  and  to  fimcjnng  oanaes  out  of  the 
oomm<Mi  line.  ThisaffiHdation  of  snbtikyand 
angularity,  with  a  fondness  for  occult  causes^ 
Sifects  most' theorists,  whatever  be  die  iidinite 
in  whieb  they  ^speculate.  <  But  in  none  ^*»tUB 
more  strikingly  disfrfi^ed  (particularly  since 
thetime  of  those  French  vimnaries,'  tlie  Eoitio  ' 
mists)  than  in  statistics,  tfcou^  a  soiMceiof 
tunOim*  erery-day  &ct8  and  cactfito*  IndedT,  in 
order  to  reach  tiMh,  the  inqairiBg  sttthoiiihnii 
bas  Utile  more  to  do  than  to  elear  acway  Ae 
mass  of  imaginations  aoMl  affected  siAtieties,  k» 
whieb  the  mlgeotlkB  buried,  and/tolookat  oa^ 
lute  as  she  is  found' in  read  life,  lliis  tasky 
however,  is  .now  fb^eonae  a  berralean  one. 
Sear^  in  theology  itself  daring  the  mcnidiAf 
i^,  have  we  bad  such  a  rioud  «f  gross  absuiw 
dttiee,  unmtelfigible  dogmas,  and  unwarranleA 
jHiaginatiuns  exhibited  tis  the  sober  inqmser,* 
is,  during  the  present  enligfatened  and  ]»f. 
i|uirii^age,  inthisscisodeafactoalfiiflts.       m 
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CHAPTER  II. 
tai  UANiw  mmAB  .or  ran  tipo!  twqndbb 


It  iviQ  airist  in.  Mug^  the  qqcttioo  at  issuft 
SBore  folly  aodlwly  before  11$,  wk)  enptde  the 
nader  to  iw^e  noreioonrtiotly  for  luqisf  If  upon 
it,..«p  gnrt  thfrlwdinc  idfm  of  wob  theoryv 
TUe  win  alio  be  iweful  in  point  (4  b?evitf» 
; .  Ite   mode  ladoiited  by  Mr.  JH^ttiw-  in 
tweiift^eC  p(i|wlati4ii,.is.€aitremely  4efe($^^ 
if  veiattimr  hito  ite  nefflmeiaad  ttii^  forgiioted 
ewei^r  tkfn|r  "v^bish  «p9Miirs<lo  w»pert:tbeno- 
tieaef.'ia  ntiwat .  <N»deMy  ■  P»  p^fiototiwa,  ta 
VvtHMQenteae  im  joieritpdi,  it  maf  bMFfr  iti^ 
nacrits.    Btil^  in  %  tS^mnl  ia^^  eoooamag 
Hn^nal  oaneB.Attd  .«c<Nal  iwnjl^  iKHMMRted 
irHh  popalstiDa  and  siAwelNMe^  it,  if  i^jifn^ 
]|Md*»bMBlder  be(h.bHHlKM4biB.re9d^ 
a«A4p*i!«Ddei>  tboiflal^eclv  jA0:«i9t^a4F.feiM)d  i« 
iMMnrt!^  nJwHWgiWe.    He  .fonnnen^  with^ 
«8ginnih|/A.  «BttrtaQtdbmtoi^:  .in:a)ijtiwpMKted» 
ttfe  to  increase  beyend  the  nourishment  ]^re- 
paied  for  it,  and  tbs^  p<^u)ation  naturally;  in- 
creases at  a  cortun  rate,  provided  there  be 
fubmstenoe  sofllcient.    l)e  then  states  gene- 
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rally  what  be  coottders  tJie  checks  to  popular 
tkm;  and  he  proeeeds  ta  <fastail  the  operation 
<rf  tti^Be  diecks  among  nations  both  m  andent 
and  modem  times.  This  is  evidently  *an  ex-* 
pttrte  view  of  the  subject,  were  it  even  satis* 
tetMryaafiurasitgms;  and  it  is  by;  na.  means 
calculated  to.  set  it  tfetvct  us  distinctly  in  idl 
ks  causes  and  results^  witbomt  reference  taany 
tiieory.  ^      » 

'  Ml*.  Gta/s  view  in  his  laqoiry  is  mare  ge^ 
mral  and  coraplete.  Hm  ^cfaief  otfeot  is^  he 
inJisnnsilB^  to  anaiysetbeefeets  of  tiieiacrcase 
of  popultition^  in  all  tbeir  extent^,  wbiob  he 
teOs  usis  not  ytt  enthEiofy^DniplAedt*  .  He  is 
even  teore  par<lcidar  thask  Mr;  MaMnssMWith 
TCspeet  to  tha^pertiim  of  ^ie4rab}ecty  towMcU 
Ibis  sftitiMr  cettftpes  .bimseli^  th^tendeniqi  to 
af^rstodc.  He  sepaMles  tbsi  etosfderalitfa  of 
tmjlhfmtnt  ^aad  wteitk<froia^:o6i«|bsist^ 
eaitt.  .  MtrMitir  of  afeisnUnd^  ar  tiM^matou 
riaifl^of  tiraHaA&AyM  aHaljMB  iftdi-caMSs  of 
the  Mteonoe^  wbieb  be^  atMbatea  to  Ae^bin 
CBtase  of  popidatioa^  <»r  SSI  «i|C^ 
angmeat  eiiit|dkiyment  aod  inocaoe.  I»  the 
ftiiftb  -Itock  be  r|^m»eds:to  ttafeteixp^^ 
IMpaiBtioD/irittoaC  aagp  aefefaiieajcldbsr.to  a 
iBaiaAe^foateiii-leqdsbcy^ 
WkmmMmktiMs^ffnMmmm  xi^  tbb  iabsease 

«  8i^  hjs  MJcood  Letter  (o  M.  Sfty.  All  Clmei  pro- 

b4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8  1*HR  UUMHO  IMfiAS  BOOK  f. 

of  popalation  to  be  early  marriage.  He  tken 
details  the  stimBlative  jpopulatiiig  causes,  or 
those  which  tend  to  make  that  source  more 
prolific,  and  next  the  counteraetiag.  The  lat- 
ter he  divides  into  the  defeenndating,  or  those 
whicki^nder  marriage  less  productive,  and  the 
positively  depopulating,  or  those  which  pro- 
duce mortality.  He  proceeds  to  discuss  the 
important  questions,  whether  population  has 
always  been  increasing,  and  whether  it  will 
always  continue  to  increase,  and  closes  this 
branch  by  comparing  the  progress  of  popula- 
tion with  time.  He  now  analyses  subsistence, 
and  attempts  to  ascertain  what  quantity  <^ 
subsistence  land,  on  an  average,  is  capable  of 
being  made  to  produce,  and  then  the  amount 
of  populaJtioD,  which  land,  cultivated  to  its  foil 
urerage  toUent,  is  capable  of  subsisting.  He 
Bead;  psoooeds  to  inquire  into  the  influence  of 
foffiihitimi  asd  snbagtence  on  eaob  other.  The 
result  of  aU.  he^teds  to  be,  that  populadon  re- 
gulates svbsistmoe,  and  that  with  respect  to 
thelatter^  as  well  as  wi^  respect.to  em|iioy- 
ment^  income  and  wealth,  poimlation,  far  from 
having  a  tendency  to  oveivincrease  or  owr- 
rtock,  iMta  Ml  unifona  efisct  directly  oontmry. ' 
This  mode  of  inqmring  is  eertainlgrbetta:^ 
calcnkted  toenat^usto-reioh'wlwtis- really 
true.  Besides,  the  rea4er  knows  always  his 
whereabout;  and,  as  he  goes  on,  whether  he 
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is  satisfied  or  not,  he  is  always  distinctly  pre* 
salted  with  the  why.  Had  Mr.  Malthas 
adopted  a^  plan  somewhat  similar,  we  should 
have  been  better  able  to  obtmn  a  clear  view  of 
the  subject  tt  seen  by  him,  and  of  the  reasons 
tibat  he  assij^  for  the  r^gxdating  influence 
which  he  attributes  to  subsistence.  As  it  is; 
he  leaves  us  in  doubt  as  to  what  that  regulating 
Influenee*  consists  in,  or«  how  it  operates  in 
producing  the  number  which  it  can  feed,  and 
sddom  more  or  fewer.  I  have  several  times 
read  ovei-  his  deteuls  of  checks,  and  I  confess^ 
I  really  cannot  say,' that  I  comprehend  what 
he  considers  this  theoretic  influence  to  be,  or 
how  it  possesses  so' uniform  and  vast  a  power. 

Mr«  Gray,  in  his  Inquiry,  sq[)arates  the 
influence  of  the  increase  of  population  with  m»' 
spect  to  subsistence,  from  tiiat  with  respect  to 
employment,  income  and  wealth.  Mr.  Makhmr 
mixes  these  together.  The  latter  method  tends^ 
to  obscurity  and  confusion.  In  this  discussion, 
therefore,  I  sh^l  adopt  the  former,  as  con* 
ducing  to  a  clearer  as  well  as  more  correct  view 
of  the  subject.  For  population  may  have  a 
tendency  to  over-increase  with  respect  to  sub«« 
sistenee^  and  not  with  r^pect  to  employm^ty 
income  and  wealth,  and  vice  versa.  ] 

The  following  seem  to  me  to  be  the  leading 
ideas  of  the  two  theories,  and  these  I  sha^ 
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distinctly  consider.  I  ^ve  Mr.  Gray's  first,  as 
he  founds  his  views  on  an  universal  law  neces- 
sarily arising  out  of  the  arrangements  of  nature, 
while  Mr.  Malthus  forms  his  upon  a  deviation 
from  that  law  in  the  case  of  subsistence  alone. 
To  discuss  the  operation  of  that  law  first  w31 
conduce  both  to  brevity  and  to  clearness. 


30.  GBAT^S  LSAIIINa  IIOAf . 

1.  Theprindpleof  po» 
puktioD  Bs  connected  with 
subasteDce, ,  climatey  go- 
vemment,  &c  is,  that,  in 
«n  oidinary  drcumstances, 
population  has  a  tendency 
to  increase,  but  not  to 
icreaee ;  tat  this  in- 
carriee  in  kself  the 
of  fiiUy  supplying 
its  various  wants. 

S.  Tlie  natural  pro- 
gress  of  population,  when 
compared  with  time,  is 
acocMding  to  no  particular 
ratio,  but  depends  upon 
ibe  various  circumstances 
ki  winch  it  bplaoed.  Com- 
,pared  with  subeistence,  in 
'connectied  distckts  or  coun- 
tries, it  unifbnnly  renders 
the  pn^ress  of  the  latter 


MB.  MALTHUS  S  LXADIKa 
IDEAS. 

1.  The  principle  of  po- 
pulation, as  so  connectedy 
is,  that  populatiop  has  a 
natural  tenden^  to  o?er« 
increase,  or  to 
fiwt^rthan  suhnstence. 


fL  The  natmal  pio» 
gress  of  population  is  at* 
cording  to  thegeometrical» 
and  the  natural  progress  of 
subastence,  only  accord* 
iiig  to  the  arithmetical 
ratio. 
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neiffly  die  mm  with  Us 
own. 

S.  The  amouiil  of  pv 
pukitkm  thus  regulateft 
the  amouat  of  Aibsistcoee 
«g  ocnnpletelj  as  it  xego* 
ktes  dothiog,  housing  and 
all  otbef  qpeaes  4)f  circiti- 
land  depending  on  the  will. 

i.  3uperabundance,  or 
an  excess  of  subsistence, 
has  a  defecundating  and 
depopulating  effect.  . 
'  6.  The  increasie.  of  po- 
pulation tends  unifonnlj 
to  mcrease  the  average 
amount  of  emplc^ment 
divided  among  the  drcu- 
lators,  and,  of  course^  to 
create  an  additional  *  de- 
mand f<Nr  hands. 

•6.  Theincraaaaofpo- 
pv^tion  has,  therefore^  an 
Uip^onn  tendawy  to  in- 
crease income,  and  wealth ; 
aod  not  merely  according 
fo  the  old  ratio,  but  ao- 
cording  to  a  new  and  en- 
isrged  piopordm,  aug- 
menting somewhat  as  the 
number  of  circulalcNni  in^ 


3.  Theamount  of  sid>i< 
listenoe  regulates  the  ^ 
mocmt  c^populatkm. 


4.  Populatiim  incnaset 
more  n^idly  according  to 
the    abundance   of   sub-" 
astence. 

5.  Population,  fai 
increase,  hasatendeaeylo^ 
overstock^  or  to  produce 
moca.  than  a  pepper  -de- 
gree of  fulnesp,  and  ccm* 
sequeotty  to  diminith  the 
iMTCQifs^  quantity  of 
ployment  among  the 
istinff  mamheBk 

6.  Theincreasf  of  po. 
pulation  has  a  certain  na- 
nml  lesd^ncy  to  pipnote 
poi;«yty. 
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7.'  The    disease  and  .  7.  The  diamKB .  and 

evils  generated  by  the  in-  evils  generated  by  the  in« 

cr^tfe  of  populadon,  are  crease  of  population,   are 

cbiefly  Uiose  which  tspnog  diieflytbosespringingfTom 

from  luxury,  or  an  excess  a  scardty  of  food  and  from 

of  subttstence,  and  from  povertyJ^ 

riches.  I                - 

In  examining  these  ideas  by  the  *test  of 
£Eu;t8,  I  shall  first  consider  the  principle  of  po- 
pnlation^  next  the  regulating  power  attributed 
to  popu^tion  and  to  subsistence^  then  the  tend* 
ency  to  increase  or  diminish  employment^  in«> 
come  and  wealthy  and  lastly^  the  practical 
itMks. 


CHAPTER  ni. 


THB   PRINCIWB  OF  POPULATION  ACCORDING  V9 
MR.  6RAY. 

-^  aU  orJSnary  circumstances ^  Mr.  Gray  af- 
firms^ populatianj  according  to  the  arrangements 
cfnatwrCy  has  a  tendency  to  increase^  hut  not  to 
wer^increase;  for  this  increase  carries  in  itself 
the  power  of  more  effectually  supplying  its 
wants*. 

*  Happioess  of  States,  B.  it.  di.  6.  p.S37.    C^  5»  ei 
passim. 
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'  TMs  seems  thoroughly  confiiteed  by  the 
Ikct,  that  since  the  commencement  of  history, 
population^  on  the  whole,  has  been  upon  the 
increase.  Occasionally  it  is  probable,  so  po^f- 
erfiil  has  been  the  combination  of  uo&vourable 
cireumSCances  throughout  the  inhabited  portioil 
ef  the  globe,  that  it  may  have  been  stationary 
and  even  retrogressive.  But  the  gradual  ex* 
tension  of  cultivation,  of  civilization,  of  eoni« 
merce  and  geographical  knowledge,  and-  the 
progress  of  intellectual  attainments,  and  ofin* 
Ventions,  as  well  as  the  information  affi>rdedby 
history,  though  this  till  very  lately  has  been 
very  scanty  and  uncertfun  ♦,  prove  a  gradual 
increase  of  popi^tion  to  have  been  the  general 
result*^.  Indeed,  1  believe,  it  will  not  be  dis* 
puted  that,  though  there  have  been  occasional 
fltationary  and  retrogressive  periods,  the  world 
has  been  gradually  filling  from  the  earliest  por« 
tkJit  of  i-egtilar  history.  And  in  tracing  back 
the  occurrences  of  the  human  race,  the  entire 
failure  of  regular  history  at  length  seems  fuUy 
to  demonsti-ate,  that  previous  to  that  period, 
the  population  of  the  world  was  extremely  rude 
and  ig;norant,  and  consequently  thin. 

The  rate  of  increcise,  however,  by  the.ar- 

*  A  defect,  by  the  way,  wbich  indirectly  tends  to  con- 
firm  tbe  same  thing. 

. .  t  Epr  a  mor^  detailed  proof  of  th|g  retult  tee  tbe  Hap 
pbesa  of  States,  B.  iv.  ch.  6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  MR.  gray's  princi^lk        booki. 

rangeihente  of  nature  is  utterly  uncertain  and 
changeable;    for    it   depends^    at   all    times, 
j^reatly^  and  sometimes  entirely^  on  the  circum«* 
stances  in  which  the  population  is  placed.  Ther$ 
is^  thei*efore>  no  fixed  or  natural  ratio  of  in* 
crease  with  respect  to  time.    ^^  The  progress  of 
population^*"  says  Mr.  Gray,  ^^  is  both  irregular 
and  uncertain,  and  no  fixed  ratio  caii  be  ob* 
tained  concerning  it,  for  there  is  none*    It  is 
entirely  regulated    by    circumstances.    And, 
therefore,,  ve  may  be  egi'^ously  out  in  argu- 
ing from  what  has  been  with  respect  to  it,  to 
jr  be,  and  much  more  from  what  hy 
fact  in  very  favourable  periods  to  what 
I  all  circumstances  that  may  probably 
;e  hereafter.    One  thing  only  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  natw*al  progress  of  population  is 
found  in  no  particuUjtr  ratio;  hut  is  its  progress 
regulated  hy  its  various  circumstances  in  anjf 
given  district.    It  must,    therefore,   be  ever 
varying  with  those  circumstances  ♦•** 

When  v/e  turn  to  the  first  ages  of  men,  and 
consider  the  small  number  of  inhabitants  on 
the  globe,  we  are  naturally  disposed  to  inquire^ 
why  did  they  not  increase  much  faster  than 
they  appear  to  have  done  ?  Indeed  this  ques- 
tion will  arise  even  at  present,  when  many 
districts  of  the  world  are  peopled  so  consider- 

*  Happhiera  of  Sutes,  B.  it.  ch.'  8.  p.  875.  Bee  also 
cb.  7  of  this  Book. 
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ably.    There  is  an  abundance  of  room  in  every 
dil*ecti(m  for  man  to  extend  his  numbers,  and 
there  ar^  ample  means  of  obtaining  subsistence 
to  any  amount  that  is  required.    It^  however, 
more  forcibly  occurs  on  contemplating  the  early 
periods  of  the  existence  of  men.    We  find  an 
immense  place  fitted  for  human  beings,  with 
only  a  few  wemderers  here  and  there  upon  its 
surface.    The  plan  of  building  so  vast  a  main 
man  and  storehouse  capable  of  contaaning  and 
feeding  such  unnumbered  millions,  and  sup* 
plying  only  a  small  number  of  inhabitants  at 
first,  which  was  to  increase  till  the  whole  was 
eitfa^  fully  peopled,  or  nearly  so,  we  are  to 
assume  was  most  luited  to  the  other  arrange^ 
meats  of  mature,  and  best  upon  the  whole  for  a 
succession  of  transitory  bdngs.    And  there  are 
unquestionably  advant&^es  arising  firom  it. 

The  statistician^  in  taking  this  general  view 
of  ihe  subject,  will  almost  instinctively  be  set 
upon  inquiring,  why,  after  a  period  of  at  least 
four  thousand  years,  there  is  no  country 
peopled:  to  its  full  extent,  wMle  most  regions 
are  so  thinly  peopled,  and  immrase  tracts  are 
scarcely  peopled  at  all?  He  will  scarcely  it 
yriori  attribute  thi$  tardiness  to  a  want  of  sub^ 
•ietence;  for  he  sees  every  where  the  most 
ample  means  of  fresh  supplies,  whenever  the 
cultivator  chooses  to  turn  his  attention  to  new 
lasds,  or  to  cultivating  more  effieetually  the 
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old.  He  will  be  rather  disjyosed  to  attribute  it 
to  sooaetbing  iu  the  nature  of  popul^ion  itBdtf. 
And  it  is  not  unlikely  but  he  will  §bJ1  into  a 
simiiar  train  of  thinking  with  that  of  the  author 
of  the  Happiness  of  States  in  his  free  inquiry  for 
himself  on  this  subject^  with  as  little  regard  as 
possible  eidier  for  name,  or  ^t  the  ideas  al* 
ready  broached  upon  it,  except  wlmt  facts  and 
reasoning  from  them  waritrnt. 

That  writer,  in  analysing  tl^  arrangement's 
of  imture  with  respect  to  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation,  finds  the  grsmd  soui-ee  of  this  increase 
ia  eavly  marriage.  ^  But  it  is  not  merely  mar- 
rying, that  will  keep  up,  or  increase,  popula- 
tSQO*  It  'must  be  a  general  or  national  prac- 
i^oe  of  early  marrying  or  marrying  near  twenty. 
|jate  marriage  is  seldom  produdtive.  Two 
children  are  perhaps  the  full  average  of  all. 
marriages  when  the  male  and  female  are  be- 
yond thirty.  If  the  female  be  younger,  the 
average  will  be  more.  The  childr^i  <^  late 
msurrie^es  are  also  more  puny.  •  Hiey  are  tiot 
only  less  likely  to  reach  the  mambgeable  «ge, 
but  to  be  productive  in  their  turn  should  they 
Mach  it.  Earity  marriages,  on  th^  other  hand, 
are,  wHb  the  eKception  of  a  deficiency  of  health, 
or  of  premature  death  in  either  or  both'the 
parties^  almost  uniformly  productive.  Per- 
haps the  average  production  of  marriages -be- 
fore or  at  twenty,  is  fully  five,  if  not  six.  Thesq 
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eluMren  are  also  stronger^  and  more  likely  to 
be  productive  ♦.*• 

He  proceeds:  "  It  is  the  average  number 
<^  cfaildren  to  a  marriage  that  regulates  the 
increase  of  population.  Under  a  national 
habit  of  late  marriage^  that  is,  after  twenty- 
seven  on  the  part  of  the  woman,  even  sup- 
posing only  the  average  mortality,  the  na* 
tional  population  will  decrease:  while,  under 
a  national  practice  of  early  marriage,  that  is, 
before  or  not  much  beyond  twenty,  particu- 
larly on  the  part  of  the  female,  it  will  increase^ 
and  pretty  n^dly,  in  countries  not  verypopn- 
lous,  unless  counteracted  by  some  uncoflnnon 
d^puloting  circumstances.  I  am  disposed  to 
think,  that  if  the  average  period  of  life  at 
which  females  marry  in  a  country  were  to 
reach  twentj^five,  pqiulation  would  be  sta- 
tionary, if  it  did  riot  grow  retrogressive.** 

It  may  be  observed  here,  that  there  must 
be  a  restriction  as  to  earliness.  Premature  co- 
habitation tends  to  defecundate.  And  this  ef- 
fect would  probably  take  place  before  seven- 
teen, intemperate  climates;  but  in  hot,  if  we 
ar6  to  crecfit'  the  information  of  travellers,  a 
still  eailier  {^  would  be  fiiUy  prolific. 

That  early  marriage  is  the  grand  source 
of  the  increase  of  population  will,  it  is  likely, 

*  Happiness  of  States,  H.  W.  ch.  1.  p.  29S. 
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be  admitted  without  a  dissenting  voice.  ^^  Wbat^ 
ever  then,**  says  Mr.  Gray,  **  contributes  to 
keep  up.a  general  spirit  of  early  marrying  in  a 
nation,  or  to  ^ve  an  additional  spur  to  it^  and> 
ferther,  whatever  tends  to  preserve  or  increase 
general  health,  is  a  cause  that  operates  towardu 
augmenting  population  *'* 

**  The  general  causes  of  marriage,**  he  pro- 
ceeds, ^^  are  the  sexual  desires,  which  become  so 
impulsive  at  a  certain  age,  the  passion  of  love^ 
so  natural  to  the  heart  of  man  and  womani^ 
particularly  when  young,  and  convenience^ 
or  the  advantages  and  comforts  which  mar- 
riaige  presents  in  point  of  housekeepiiiig.  Tb^ 
8itimulating  causes  are  various^.*'  He  tb^o. 
notices  sojne  of  the  chief  stimulative  populatiqg: 
causes  or  circumstances>  as  ^^  warm  gt^niajl 
seasons;  a  happy  turn  in  the  state  of  the  pa*- 
tional  affairs,  for  ^^ounple,  a  transition  from 
war  to  peace ;  whatever  tends  to  raise  the  in- 
come; or  contributes  to  greater  health ;  the  ia- 
troduction  of  improved  medical  systems;  the, 
influence  of  fashion,*'  &c.. 

He  next  analyses  the  causes  or  circum- 
stances which  tend  to  retard  the  progress  of 
population.  Ttiese  he  divides  into  defecunda^, 
tingy  or  those  which  tend  to  render  men  and 
women  less  prolific,  and  positive^  destroying. 
The  former  ^^  check  the  progress  of  population 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.iv.ch.  2.  p^SOO.        f  Ib« 
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by  dirainishing  the  number  of  births  :  the  lat- 
ter by  destroying  those  that  are  bom*." 
^^  These  oouoteracting  oaoses  are  either  of  a 
physical  or  a  moral  kind,  or  a  mixture  of  both. 
Some  of  them  arise  from .  the  laws  of  human 
nature,  and  are  utterly  independent  of  the 
human  will ;  and  others  are'  partly  produced  by 
its  choice.  Some  are  regular,  and  some  mty 
ocearioBaFlH.** 

^^  The  grand  defecundating  causes  are  late 
mariiage,  excessive  or  immoral  yenery  and 
hixury:{:.**  And  he  says,  '^  It  may  be  affirmed 
generally,  that  labouring  with  the  body  has  i^ 
fecundating  virtue,  and  lab<mring  with  the 
mind,  an  influaice  of  the  opposite  kind  ^.**  He 
adds,  ^^  It  may  be  observed  in  general  of  aU 
the  regular  causes  which  tend  to  destroy,  that 
they  tend  also  to  defecundate  ||." 

In  analysing  the  positively  destroying  causes 
and  circumstances,  he  notices  first  the  physi- 
cal. These  are  the  princi{des  of  disease  and 
death  winch  nature  has  implanted  in  the  hu- 
man constitution  (which  are  exhibited  in  the 
r^^lar  disorders  of  children,  in  fever,  con- 
sumption); unhealthy  <;limates ;  unhealthy  sea- 
sons, and  epidemical  diseases  produced  by 
them;  occasional  famines;  convulsions  of  na- 

*  Happmese  of  Sutea,  B.  iv.  ch.  4.  p.  Sll. 
t  Id.  B.  iv.  ch.  3.  p.  207.  t  lb.  p.  809. 

§  lb.  I!  lb.  p.  311. 

,  c2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20  MIL  GRAY^B   PRINCIPLie  BOOK  1/ 

ture,  such  as  earthquakes,  hurricanes  and 
storms;  and  accidents,  such  as  drowning,  fall- 
ing from  heights,  being  run  over  by  carriages, 
and  a  thousand  others  to  which  in  common  life 
men  are  exposed*.  He  next  analyses  the 
moral  causes  of  depopulation,  or  those  wholly 
or  at  least  chiefiy  dependent  on  the  will.  He 
then  enumerates  luxury  or  intemperance;  war; 
political  convulsions;  crimes;  and  illicit  sexual 
connexions  and  their  consequences  *• 

In  this  minute  analysis  of  the  real  facts  and 
causes  connected  with  population,  we  have  the 
liubject  brought  fully  and  distinctly  befcHre  usy 
as  it  exists  in  real  life,  without  reference  to  any 
particular  theory.  The  impartial  statistician 
will  perceive,  that  the  stimulating  causes,  or 
circumstances  which  tend  to  promote  the  pro- 
frress  of  population,  and  the  counteracting 
causes,  or  circumstances  which  have  a  tend- 
ency to  retard  it,  require  equal  attention. 
They  are  alike  impressive ;  and  a  full  consider- 
ation of  both  is  necessary  to  understand  the 
subject  completely.  There  is  so  fiar  from  being 
any  appearance  of  a  natural  tendency  to  over- 
increase,  that  when  we  consider  the  mortality 
among  infitnts  in  spite  of  every  care,  the  num- 
berless varieties  of  disease  to  wliich  all  ages  are 
subject,  as  well  as  accidents  to  which  they  arc 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.iv.ch.4. 
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liable^  which  evidfintly  increase  as  populatioii 
becomes  more  crowds,  we  shall,  on  this  ge- 
neral view,  be  rather  apt  to  wonder  how  p<^- 
lation  increases  at  all.  The  stimulating  causes 
will  thus,  of  course,  assume  a  peculiar  im- 
portance. 

If  we  view  man  in  the  savage  or  hunter^s 
state,  which  has  been  supposed  by  many  to  be 
his  original  state,  he  seems  not  to  be  natorally 
a  very  prolific  animal.  "  The  savage  popula- 
tion,'' says  Mr.  Gray,  **  with  dl  its  active  and 
laborious  employment  out  of  doors,  appears 
stationary,  if  it  be  not  occasionally  retrogres- 
sive. The  causes  of  this  must  be  sought  for 
in  the  peculiar  circumstances  df  these  tribes: 
the  want  of  constant  regular  employment,  the 
sameness  in  their  pursuits  which  makes  them 
Ustless^  thdr  general  idleness  with  starts  of 
excessive  rather  than  healthful  labour,  while 
their  desolate  and  joyless  conditi<m  produces 
an  habitual  gloom  or  depression  of  mind;  tbdr 
frequent  fisistings  from  necessity,  and  then,  on 
a  supply,  their  voracious  eatings  both  which 
are  debilitating ;  the  misery  and  want  to  which 
they  are  so  often  reduced,  and  which  render 
their  state  so  unpropitious  to  love ;  the  late- 
ness of  marriage  on  the  part  of  the  male>  with 
the  practice  among  many  tribes  of  allowing 
prostitution  before  marriage;  their  intermarry- 
ing among  themselves,  without  crossmg  the 
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bree^  if  the  e(Xpre88ibn  ifasy  be  penbltled  i  tfie 
ietigth  of  time  employed  by  the  women  in  reaiv 
-ihg  their  children^  whom  they  flourish  for  tliree 
or  four  years,  during  which  period  they  do  not 
cohabit  with  thdr  h&sbands}  their  frequent 
and  exterminating  wars ;  and  perhaps  not  the 
least  efitetive,  their  tmhealthy  woods  and  de^ 
serts:  aB  these  defecundating  circiimstatideB - 
combine  to  render  the  savage  tribes  a  sterile 
race*.'' 

And  in  all  the  barbarous  periods  of  nations, 
they  certfiddly  seeta  to  have  populated  very 
tardily. 

In  the  mere  pastoral  state,  man  does  not 
seem  still  to  be  very  prolific,  though  his  pro^ 
ductiveness  is  increased.  The  wandering  pas-r 
toral  Tartars  make  very  slow  progress  in  in- 
creasing their  numbers,  no  doubt  from  the  in- 
finetice  6t  some  of  the  counteracting  causes 
which  operate  against  population  in  the  hun^ 
ter's  state.  Indeed,  if  their  number  did  in- 
crease much,  the  necessary  results  of  an  in*- 
prease  of  population  would  force  the  great  body 
of  them  to  become  stationary,  and  build  vilr 
lages  and  towns. 

In  the  third,  or  agricultural  state,  ^^  man 
becomes  very  productive.  Indeed  in  this  state, 
from  the  healthiness  of  his  employment  and  hin 

f  Happinesi  of  States,  B.  iv.  ch.  S.  p.  309. 
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tniperAiiee  in  liTiii^^  he  is  found  the  most 
prodnotiTe  as  well  as  Icmg  lived  *.""  In  this 
Atito^  the  s^miktiQg  causes  exist  in  thdir 
geeatest  strength^  wUle  the  eonnteraotiiig  are 
^portionately  weak. 

Man  is  by  no  means  so  prolific  in  the 
foarth,  or  commercial  state*  '^  Mannfactures 
and  commerce  introduce  sedentary  employ-^ 
ments;.and  by  means  of  the  richite  acquired 
from  them^  Toluptuous  habits  and  excessive 
ealing^  winch  are  conqdetely  defeoundaitingfj 
1^  well  as  injurious  to  healthy  and  tending  to 
shorten  lifef.**  In  thk  state^  some.of  the 
populating  causes  are  as  strong  as  in  the 
agricaltural^  partioularlyearliness  of  marriage; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  6ounteracting 
causes  or  drcumstaoces  both  of  the  defecon-^ 
dating  and  positively  destroying  kind  gain  an 
indreasi^g  force,  and  frequently  to  a  degiw 
which  is  extremely  destructive^ 

But  it  is  evkknt,  that  in  all  these  states, 
whether  found  pure  or  mixed,  thoi^  certain 
soemingly  regular  results  prevail,  the  progress 
or  retarcbtion  differs  very  mateilklly  according 
to  circumstances-  There  is,  therefore,  no 
natural  regular  rate  essentially  connected  with 
iMiy  of  them.  Hie  only  rate  is  that  which  is 
produced  by  the  ever-varyii^  circumstances, 

•  Huppio^n  of  Stitteg)  B.  it.  ch.  8.  p.  iO&*       f  Id.  ib. 
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in  which  any  portioa  of,  it  is  found.  Itistke 
force  of  the  general  and  particular  stimulaimg 
circumHcinQeSy  corre^ed  by  that  of  the  general 
mtd  particular  counteracting  circmnstanceg  in 
which  any  division  of  population  is  placed,  that 
regulates  the  rate  of  its  increase  *. 

Mr.  Gray,  in  his  analysis,  finds  no  patti- 
cnlar  influence  in  the  mere  quantity  of  sub^ 
sistence.  "  I  Icnow  not,*'  says  he,  *^  that  an 
abundance  of  subsistence  is  any  additional 
cause  of  increasing  population^  unless  the  ar-* 
tides  of  necessary  use  be  rendered  cheaper  by 
the  abundance.  In  this  ca^e,  siqgle  pe^le  of 
the  lower  ranks  are  dii^[)osed  to  many  earlier^ 
because  mairiage  is  rendered  more  a  matter  oi 
prudence.  As  to  the.  influence  of  mere  alymi* 
dance  in  increasing  the  prolific  potirers  of  tba 
gneat  body  on  the  whole,  I  am  in  doubt.  A 
certain  quantity  of  food  is  necessary -to  life 
and  health,  but  this  is  nmch  smaller  thaa 
most  people  imagine.  Beyond  this  quantity 
of  suhsirtenee,  which  is  what  a  pampered 
townsman  would  call  mere  starvation,  all  ad^ 
ditional  food  seems  to  add  nothing  either  to 
health  or  to  the  prolific  powers ;  but  if  the  adi- 
dition  be  considerable,  it  dimmishes  both  ^J^ 

As  to  any  universal  regulating  .power  in  sub- 
sistence,   he  finds  none:    and  there  is  none. 

*  Happbeas  of  States,  B.  iv.  ch.  8.  p.  )374. 
t  Id.  B.iT.  ch.  2.  p. 306. 
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Reason  Is  seen  in  all  cases  reflating  the  sup- 
ply according  to  the  demand ;  and  population 
carries  in  itself  the  means  of  enabling  reason 
folly  to  accomplish  its  intention.  But  this  will 
be  more  particularly  considered  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  the  discussion. 

An  important  question  arises  on  a  general 
view  c^the  subject.  If  population  be  upon  the 
whole,  in  all  ordinary  circumstances,  making  a 
progress,  will  it  continue  to  do  so  till  the  earth 
reaches  its  foU  comptement?  Mr.  Gray  considers 
the  negative  as  most  probable.  This  will  be 
brought  more  particubrly  under  consideration 
afterwards.  But  whether  the  principle  of  In- 
crease may  be  completely  overpowwed  by  the 
growing  influence  of  the  defecundating  and 
positively  destroying  circumstances,  ere  popu- 
lation has  reiached  its  complement,  or  whetiier 
that  principle  may  carry  it  forward  to  that 
complement^  till  either  of  these  results  take 
place,  Mf.  Oray*s  principle  of  population,  or 
that,  in  /^l  ordinary  cases,  it  has  a  tendency 
to  increase  on  the  whole,  but  none  to  over^ 
increase,  seems  completely  borne  out  by  focts. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

IS  tHfiRfl  A  TENDENCY  IN  ANIMAL  LIFE,  ACCORD* 
ING  TO  THE  ARRANOEMENTd  OF  NATURE,  TO  IN^ 
CREASE  BEYOND   THE    NOURISHMENT  PREPARED 

FOR  IT? 

• 

Mm.  Maltbus  maintains^  that  there  is  ^  a  con- 
•taut  tendency  in  all  animated  fife  to  increase 
beyond  the  uoarislmient  prepared  for  it*^ 
aad  afyptyii^  this  to  man»  be  affirns  that 
^^  populatton  has  this  constant  tendency  to  in* 
d-eaee  beyond  the  means  of  s^bsistettee.** 

The  former  proposition  may  be  true  with 
respeot  to  irratiraial  animals,  and  yet  be  &lse 
wMi  respect  to  the  rational  animal  man.  I 
riidl)  therefore,  consider  the  propositicms  sg^a^ 
riUdy- 

This  author  has  not  stated  the  iGwts,  ftom 
which  he  has  deduced  the  opinion,  that  animal 
life  ha«  a  tendency  to  increase  &st^  than  this 
nourishment  prepared  £t>r  it  He  takes  it  at 
once  for  granted.  The  naturalist  would  ob- 
ject to  the  assumption  of  so  important  a  prin- 
ciple in  nature,  though  it  related  only  to  a 
mere  matter  of  theor^cal  arrangement,  or 
speculation,  and  he  would  insist  upon  having 

^  Essay  on  the  Principle  of  Population,  B.  i»  ch.  I.p.  2. 
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Iks  fiMsC  folly  laid  before  kiln;  but,  when  a 
AMStrine  18  boilt  upon  it^  which  involves  prac* 
tical  measures  of  the  last  importance  to  man* 
kind,  the  statistician  will  instantly  reject  it,  as 
in  as  the  animal  man  is  concerned,  unless  it 
jm  proved  incontrovertibly  by  an  ample  detail 
of  the  clearest  facts.  He  would  not  admit  an 
opinion  that  leads  to  such  consequences  on  the 
assertion  of  any  man,  for  a  moment 

It  is,  indeed,  an  assertion,  when  extended 
to  animal  life  in  general,  which  it  wouM  be 
^Ac«lt,  if  not  impracticable,  to  prove  aatis* 
Ihctorily  by  &cts«  And  certainly  the  oontrary 
^(^Rnioii  is  much  more  agreeable  to  the  known 
l^irit  and  fitness  of  the  arrangements  of  na^ 
fcttre.  In  giving  existence  to  animals  shfe  must 
Itfive  had  in  view  to  feed  them ;  for  witibout ' 
food  they  could  not  eaust :  and  we  know  tiiait 
she  has  actually  supplied  food  of  every  various 
kind,  required  by  the  animals  to  whom  she 
has  ^ven  eodstence.  Tke  pecuttar  qualities  and 
pewers,  with  which  she  has  endowed  the  dif- 
fewat  animals  to  obtainHhe  specific  food  suited 
for  them,  have  ever  aflfordcd  matter  of  wonder 
and  eulogium  both  to  the  naturalist  and  the 
thedogian.  Now,  that  she  should  have  allowed 
them  to  exist,  and  have  provided  them  with 
food  adapted  to  them,  and  yet  not  have  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  quantity  for  them  according 
to  thdr  natural  rates  of  increase,  under  all  their 
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drcmnstatices,  ais  wdl  thow  cennectod  m& 
themselves  as  with  others,  seems  h  priori  nei- 
ther probable  nor  credible. 

It  is  to  be  particularly  attended  to  in  this 
question,  that  animals  themselves  form  a  por* 
tion  of  food ;  and  that  most  animals  of  the  sea, 
and  many  of  the  land  genera,  including  man, 
live  either  wholly  or  in  part  on  animals.  The 
more  rapidly  then  that  animals  increase,  the 
more  do  they  increase  the  quantity  of  nourish* 
ment. 

If  we  were  to  calculate  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  allowing  any  genus  oi  animals 
to  increase,  were  its  own  members  not  de- 
stroyed by  others,  i^rhaps  the  genus,  upon  th^t 
hypothetical  supposition,  might  increase  fieister 
than  the  food  intended  for  it,  at  least  without 
the  aid  of  man  2  for  this  reason,  that  nature  pro- 
Tided  food  for  them  on  a  difierent  arrangement. 
To  this  sort  of  suppositions,  or  imaginary  hy-* 
potheses,  the  author  of  the  theory  which  we 
are  now  discussing,  seems  very  much  addicted. 
If  upon  the  present  subject  he  entertains  any 
such  ideas,  they  cannot  be  allowed.  We  are 
to  take  facts  as  they  are  in  nature.  We  are  to 
consider  animals  as  they  are  found  in  her  ar- 
rangements, according  to  which  she  intended 
that  they  should  obtain  food  themselves,  and 
also  at  length  afford  food  to  others. 

If  we  turn  to  the  ocean^  it  is  understood 
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that  most  of  the  animals  which  peoqple  its  im* 
mejiise  re^ons  subsist  on  one  another.  The 
foster,  therefore,  they  increase,  the  more  food 
do  they  mutually  supply.  Whether  they  are 
actually  on  the  increase,  taken  universally,  I 
apprehend  cannot  be  asceitained ;  but,  in  spite 
of  the  increasing  destruction  coraoiltted  upoo 
them  by  man,  they  seem  at  least  not  to  be 
decreasing,  nor  in  any  want  of  food. 

If  next  we  survey  the  land,  we  find  no 
marks  of  any  deficiency  o(  subsistence.  The 
tame  animals  on  which  man  feeds,  do  not 
feed  on  animals.  And  far  .from  there  being 
any  excess  of  thjwcj^^or  more  jtlmn  the  f^^ 
suppfied  either  by  nature,  spontaneously^  or 
the  additional  exei^tions  of  man,  can  main* 
tain^  it  is  a  principal  object  with  him  to  aug- 
ment  their  number  as  fast  as  possible :  akid  he 
finds  plenty  ot  subsisten^^  that  ifsiiife 

hliirtbnrSirrTFcertwn  animals  which  are  not 
eaten  and  do  not  labour,  increase  faster  than 
he  wishes,  for  example,  cats  and  dogs,  they  are 
killed  not  because  these  carnivorous  animids 
could  not  find  food,  but  because  they  yield  him 
little  or  no  profit.  And  it  is  to  be  considered, 
that  were  man  not  to  interfere,  the  vast  number 
of  these  prolific  animals  would  supply  abundance 
of  food  to  wild  animals,  who  are  now  either 
destroyed  by  him,  or  kept  at  a  distance. 

Even  in  the  unpeopled  regions  of  earthy 
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when  animals  are  left  chiefly  to  themselyes,  as 
in  the  immense  wilds  of  Siberia^  or  those  vast 
and  not  infertile  districts  extending  for  two 
m  three  thousand  miles  np  the  Missouri^  on 
both  sides,  we  do  not  find  that  the  animals 
there  reach  the  number  which  they  are  capablaf 
of  msnntaining.  In  the  latter  rc^ons^  which 
are  idsited  only  by  a  few  Indians,  the  number  of 
buffaloes,  antelopes,  beavers,  bears,  &c.  seem 
hoe  below  the  amount  for  which  food  is  spon- 
taneously supplied  by  nature. 

The  only  proof,  which  Mr.  Malthus  pro- 
dsces  for  the  notion  of  a  tendency  in  animated 
or  animal  life,  to  iiK>Fease  beyond  the  nourish- 
ment prepared  for  it^  is  an  observation  of  Dr. 
Fhmkliii.  ''  It  is  observed  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
that  there  id  no  bound  to  the  prolific  nature  of 
plants  or  animals,  but  what  is  made  by  their 
crowding  and  interfmng  with  each  otherV 
means  of  subsistence.  Were  the  face  of  the 
earth,"*  he  says,  ^  vacant  of  other  plants^  it 
might  be  gradually  sowed,  and  overspread  with 
one  kind  only,  as  for  instance  with  fennel :  and 
wtrt  it  empty  of  other  inhabitants,  it  might  in 
a  few  ages  be  rq^lentshed  from  one*  nation  only, 
as  for  instance,  with  Englishmen  *.** 

"  This,''  sayft  Mr.  Malthus,  **  is  incontro- 
v^ibly  true."*    I  should  say,  incontrovertibly 

«  EsMty  oo  PopulatioB,  B*i.  th.  1.  p.  S. 
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ftdse«  It  i$  merely  one  of  those  dftp-tmfi 
general  observations,  which  men  of  geniua 
have  always  been  too  apt  to  hasaird^  without 
duly  considering  whether  they  were  fomided 
on  &cts,  or  would  stand  the^test  of  strict  exa- 
minatioii;  but  partiqularly  tince  the  time  of 
Montesquieu^  who  gained  so  mudi  fame  by 
Hhese  bold  and  dashing  observations.  And  if 
even  phUosq)hers  wiU  give  their  pens  sued 
Hpeme,  they  must  submit^  like  othw  men,  t# 
have  the  truth  t<dd  them  in  plain  t»ms.  As  for 
the  sapient  remark  about  fennel,  we  shall  leave 
it  to  the  CQosideratiim  and  proof  of  those  who 
choose  to  put  it  in  practice}  for  it  does  not 
^Qe^t  the  present  question,  at  all.  But  the 
rraMrk  respecting  EogUsbmen  does,  and  must 
not  be  so  slightly  passed  over.  It  implies  what, 
is  evidently  not  true. 

TTie  world,  wluch,  according  to  Mr.  Gray, 
is  scarcelyjpeofted  yet  to  the  one-eighth  part 
of  whi^Jlvis-xapabtle  9t&£4U)g*^J)^.  require 
nt  le^tJtQQO  .yeare  to  jeach  this  scanty  rate  of 
population.  Yet  Dr.  Franklin  tells  us,  and 
Mn  Maltlius  agrees  with  him»  that  ^^  were  it 
empty  of  other  inhabitants  it  might  in  a  few 
ages  be  replenished  from  one  nation  only.** 
This  is  theory  against  facts  with  a  vengeance. 
Ifitbe  so  easy  a  thingjo^ople  the  world  in  a 

*  Happinesf  of  Sutcs,  B.  It.  ch.  7.  p.  352. 
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ttw  Bges,  why  was  it  not  peopled  long  ago  ? 
Its  inhabitants  had  the  most  ample  means  of 
additional  subsistence  presented  to  them  in  idl 
directions. 

a. HI  I     I    ■  ■  M^a 

On  the  whole^  tlie  opinion  that  '^  there  is  a 
constant  tendency  in  animals  to  increase 
beyond  the  nourishment  prepared  for  them/ 
appears  to  me  to  be  unwarranted.  But  I  shall 
leave  it  to  the  naturalist^  if  he  thinks  it  worth 
iHliile,  to  go  more  AiUy  into  the  question ;  for  it 
has  no  deciding  force  with  regard  to  that  under 
diMmssion.  Were  the  supposed  tendency  the 
actnal  fiict  with  respect  to  irrational  animals/ 
it  wosikl  by  no  means  follow  th^  it  is  so  with 
respect  to  the  rational  animal,  man.  And  in 
his  oa^e,  we  can  try  the  question  by  the  clear** 
esi&cts. 


CHAPTER  V. 

MR.    MALTHUS*S   PRINCIPLE   OF   POPULATION. 

Applying  Ihe  general  idea  respecting  animal 
life  to  man,  Mr.  Malthus  inaintuius  that^c^pii- 
lathn  has  a  constant  tendency  to  increase  beyond 
the  means  trf  subsistence  *.  In  this  he  findsi 
the  principle  of  population. 

'*  Essay  on  PopulatiOD,  B.  i.  ch.  1.  p.  3. 
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.  Qefotie  I  iNSQQMd  to  wmlae  wbethw  tUg 
be  a  i^oiple  tatabUsbed  by  nalui^  or  mot,  I 
bam  to  obsanpe^  tbat  we  ib<Mdd  1m^  oiit  0^ 
OMmderatiaii  tbe  coiuBequeiiew  ascribed  to  tins, 
dootiue*  Hawwn  repidsifie  to  ow  iiataral, 
Meetings  tbcy  nay  be^  aad  certai%  thajr  aee 
▼try  reyulflbre,  tbis  wUl  not  altef  tbe  foot»  if  it 
bein  trathtbekwof  aatare*  A  tibeimst  is  aat 
answeraUe  for  tbe  eoasefiMtaQei  wfakb  masf  be 
deduced  tern  bis  theory.  It  u  mmcmA  tb«t 
ba  pvovas  bis  doctrine  to  be  iMmdad  oa  real 
eaoMs  apd  actual  neolta.  HoiraYer,  iMnnifiil 
tbe  tMtbetbatagreat  poitioaiil  tba  baoMft 
Mca  din  in  ia&noy  in  tbe  nery  sntmnoa  him 
Qfe^  it  is  Qot  the  kss  trae  becsnaa  It  is  HminiK 
Ad.  Andbowavordisfaearleningand  repnlaifia 
tbe  doctrine  mtsf  he,  tbat  tbe  inereaae  of  popiM 
latioB^  item  beia;  by  tbe  arrangement  of  natnra 
floore  rapid  tban  tbat  of  sidMstence^  tends  to 
prodace  poi^erty  and  distress^  if  not  dieid^^ 
Ibis  resnlt  w&l  net  alter  the  fiuct,  or  ebaago 
tbe  law  of  nature.  It  only  remains  finr  us  to 
yield  to  neerarity^  and  adapt  oar  ideas  and 
practice  to  what  nature  has  imposed  iq[Mm  u% 
*fbe  consequ^nces  will  be  afterwards  noticed. 
And  If  the  case  be  doubt£ul,  they  will  htfiTe 
tbdr  iaflueiit^^  i&  det^mining  the  statistician; 
bat  our  first  di)|ect  is  to  ascertabi  whether  tbid 
be  clearly  the  law.  of  nature  or  not ;  aad  a  coor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34  MR.  MAimiUS'S^  BOOK  I. 

sideration  of  the  comequences  may  t)ia8  us;  but 
tbey  will  not  make  the  fact  other  than  it  i9. . 

The  mode  which  Mr.  Mattfaus  has  adapted 
in  bis  essay,  is,  as  has  been  tdready  noticed, 
calculated  rather  to  bewilder  and  mislead/ thafl 
to  ascertain  the  operatiag'  causes  in  real  life. 
Instead^f^xamjnJng  popnlntionj^jSttW 
ence,  as  they  are  actaally  found  with  respect  to 
cachf  other  in  all  the.  varieties  of  the  drcum* 
stances  of  districts  and  of  nations,  he  at  once 
boldly  a^ume^  the  yery  thing  which  is  ia  dis- 
pute, and  then  proceeds  to  adjust  every  fitct  Ur 
the  view  which  lie  .wto  p^leased  to  tdke  of 
nature.  This  may  suit  the  estabUslament  of 
his  theory,  but  it  will  not  satisfy  the  inquiring, 
statistician.  The  latter  will  look  at  nature  as 
she  is  in  reality,  not  as  she  is  exhibited  in  the 
views  of  the  theorist.  And  be  will  not  allow 
any  maii,  howeVer  decisive  Us  tone;  or  bold  Ui 
assertions,  to  assume  any  tbii^  in  a  que<tiMi 
x>f  such  importance,  but  will  insist  upon  having 
every  deduction  established  fully  on  plain  un; 
distorted  facts^  facts  as .  they  actoaUy  »iM  in 
real  life. 

Mr.  Maltbus  begins  with  laying  it  down  as^i| 
w«ire  an  axiom,  that  population  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  increase  faster  than  subsistence. 
Where  is  the  proof  of  this  ?  Let  us  examine 
what  district  of  earth  we  choose^  and  we  find  no. 
such  mttural  tendency  existing.     There  Js  a 
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twdewyjiij^  poB^t\(W»  of ;  a  jEHajority  of 
rdjstfkte  jjj^  of  oowitrie^,  ki  ofdi^EX.^.^.¥^ 
4>vd¥a|tfy  cinnifliataiices^  jfo  ^IfHp''^?!?'  ^  *^ 
jfAf  eiice  uoM^r  the  4ireetiaii  of  reamm  and.  of  tUi 
rtfoiation  of  the  daDMod,  is.  mn^Ztf  to  ipcrea^e 
{ilong  with  it,  ra^ly  or  slowiy  acoocding.to  its 
xnvm  mte^  just  as, clothing,  housing,  aud other 
articles  required  by  it.  BuTthere  is  doappearf# 
ance  in  reality,  whatever  there  may  be,  io^  the 
juBiagination  of  theorist^  of  .aoy  ooostaot  ten4* 

to  'si^siste^^fijaeK  thaajgife  jfe^gect  tg  ctotbiqg 
or  bouses^  or  any  otbier  branch  of  eirCTtopd.  » 
I  Were  it  e?en  ^.  law  of  natare^.  that  jaxdmftl 
jyife  uicrea^e^  foster  than  the  notrishio^iit  pre-^ 
pared  for  it  ia  reg¥ur(l,t<^JMatipjEii»l  animals^  who 
rn^st  be  op^i»ted  upoo  irresistibly  "by  that  law; 
^r  their  want  of  reason  renders  them  of  them- 
«elVes  utterly 'heirplessy  it  w^tild  not  operate 
against  man  frbm  the  m^ent  he  became  d 
culttyator  ^.^Ileason  frg^ jbim.  completely  from 
Ihe  operat^n  of  any^c]^  law^  except  in  those 
cases  in  whicli  hi?  !»nll  has  not  the  means  of 
executing  its  pur^ose^  'It  constitutes  hhn  a 
r^^lator  of  sub^tence/  as  much  as  of  any 
jOltter  article.  .  But  iijto  this  we  shall  have 
^Kinmoa  to^go  nioce  fiilly  hereafter* 

How  does  this  aasumed'law  operate  ?    Mr. 

«  Happineit  of  Slates,  B.  y^  ch.  S.  p.  i8& 
p  2 
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Malffcot  tt^MiM  M^  BOt  direetly  hy  stiurviag 
laaa.  ^fkt  vMxmX/t  cbeok  to  p^vk^oB^^ 
M)f»  ht,  '^  appews  Aea  to  be  a  want  ef  food 
Mwuig  aeowoiily  from  t^e  <liflferent  ratiei 
MeM^fing  to  ^rUeh  pepalation  and  food  in* 
wease^  But  I%i6  ukimafto  check  is  nerer  th« 
hncMdiftte  j^^kMk.,  except  ia  <»tM6  <tf  aotoal 

Hes^  Mr.  MaklHis,  in  laying  down  Ms  fon^ 
daMeatai  pMtJb^^  affirms  that  a  cause 

Iterates  peq^iietii^  and  with  snch  ctneagth  aft 
fe  safteittit  t«  #Tei^K;!ffer  pof^latioA  in  Vtk 
aatwal  pragfesa^  and  to  rej^ilato  its  namfoerft 
i^gainat  lihe  cmftMmt  ^otrt^  of  natnre^  and  then 
he  ftftnas  in  <Aie  tmmA  plao«>  that  it  does  not 
act  directlyj  that  is,  inreaUty^  it  does  not  act  at 
^  ''except  lo  cases  of  actual  lamiaef  .**  This  is, 

•  il^ajr  4^  tk9  Jhrbfi^e  of  PoptiblioQ,  B*  I  di.  9L 

f  H^it  aiithor,  I  am  oaHed  upon  (^  mlf^  thougl^  ha^ 
mricet  geoeril  obieryations  of  tbe  boldeit  Idnd,  an4  with 
AooioAdtcjtivo  tonOi  «OBlriveft  for  the  nose  paity  whe* 
llf  filtm  lipfl^  di9  4et«i^  io  to  itf^  ihom 

j|w^,  ih%t  it  is  difficult  to  Mcertain  what  i«  rrnMj  V^ 
opinion.  Whejther  this  proceedi  ftom  oncleonetf  m  hti 
Yiews  upon  this  subject,  at  well  at  an  imporfect  knowledl^ 
of  the  real  principles  of  circulation,  or  from  hit  finding 
fkcts-dn  every  side  aosiaaig||.agiiMl  Us  federal  thawe 
tk)p<  Tiews^  whea  ho  OQtfp  op  4bo  ofmi^^ 
eukrs,  I  know  not.  .  But  often,  after  having,  as  I  cqn* 
ceived,  made  out  bit  opinion,  1  have  presently  foued  some 
limitatJon  or  eaplanation  that  unsettled  me  again.  I  thought 
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iaJhct^eai»e»^^  Itiitointa^ne 

tL  cause  in  theory,  and  to  imcMseit  in  pnlffi 
tice.  It  k  to  suppose  a  miglity  potrer  cmk 
•tantly  operating  in  nature,  ami  yet  not  acUng 
at  an  except  on  lome  particular  oeciUloM»« 

To  arfium^  for  a  niambnt  sMll  a  fhrinfdpl^ 
when  wtf  turn  to  metM  Ibct,  seems  simnys; 
Had  nature.  In  a  fit  of  mdevofenci  and  itopi* 
dtCy,  acfopted  so  extraordinary  a  syMenrof  rt^ 
tMgksmittt,  eqaatlybart)aroos  andabsuiVl^onfe  of 
tbe  tw^  foBowhig  Msdlts  must  bate  taken  ^)aee# 

morerapidly  thail  rabsistetuJe^  wooM  kaweprifm 

piHitdpie,^ai  tiTprevini  all  increase  of  pop^M^ 
timuX^eijer^  Indeed  the  pernicious  infiuenM 
•f  So  severe^  a  represslni^  pover,^  would  so'liredt 
its  eb^ify  teid  cttMurb  ks  operatioh,  as  to  pro» 
;dK#  §emr^  ft  retrog^ressiire  movement.  O^ 
WiWt  is morfe  Ukdy,  ktt  tbe  iooiease  of  popniii» 
tion  t^ndr  attUralljr  t«L  aognkent  tbe  istw^ 
fBUotttft  bolli  of  efliploynMtat  And  W*kMi>  and^ 
9^  06une^  Htm  demand  fot  bmnta  fatiMt,;;^ 
m^iMfkte4h€  ff«&»2r  kmnmrOce  in  a  sMe  &f 
j>'^'  illPijrf  yitiij^.  atja  the 

P  ImA  eta^t  bran,  bel  be  had  Mfit4M  of  mjr  htin4§.  Miors 
JMoariMia  be  I'Mfy'iMM  t^  tAm^  6*  iAa^  bi  tedXj 
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Tbe  rmvAt  in  the  excepted  cases  is  granted.' 
The  power  supposed  by  Mr.  Malthus  to  reside ' 
constantly  In  subsistence,  does  actually' belong 
to  it,  in  real  fiimine.    It  then  regulates  the 
amount  of  that  portion  of  population,  which  is ' 
in  this  dreadful  predicament.    Here  there  is  no 
imagination.      The   influence    is   felt    to  -  be  * 
terribly  real.    These  famines  spring  par%  otit  ■ 
of  the  regulating  power  of  the  demand.    Thiil, 
as  in  other  cases,  adjusts  the  amount  of  the 
mpply  of  subsistence  so  nicely  to  Its   owti 
atnount,  that  if  in  any  year  the  supply  happens 
to  be  vei^  deficient^  the  result  is  famine. 

But  is  there jmy  appearance  of  either  <tf 
these  results  commonly^takiog.place  in  nature  ? 
Ko.  The  directly  contrary.  Population,  fta 
from  being  generally  decreasing,  is  upon  the 
average,  and  as  it  has  for  the  most  part  been  ' 
from  tbe  commencement  of  history,  on  the  in-  * 
crease.  And  there  is  also,  upon  the  average^ 
a3l^*'evident  abundance  of  subsistence.  *      \ 

Indeed  Mr.  Malthus  has  said  that  the  m^ 
turned  law  of  nature^^does  not  act  directly  by '^ 
starving.      Had  he   as^ited  that  it 'did,  he^ 
wbuld  have *^ only  excit^ed  a  smile.    It  is,  he*" 
affirms  generally,  by  creating  poverty  and  ^W*" 
tres^,  but^he.has  not  shown  us  in  detail  h<6w 
this  effect  is  produced.    And  indeed,' as  we 
9llall:  see  afterwards,  this  ts  as  directly  contrary 
to  facts  as  constant  st^vation;   Tbe  iacraAM ' 
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of  population  uoiformly  produces  a  greater 
avei'age  amount  of  wealth  among  all  ranks^  and 
fiqually  enables  the  cultivator  more  effectually  to 
supply  the  demand  on  him,  and  all  ranks  to  eat 
and  drifik  more  luxuriously,  that  is^  in  greater 
abundance: 

,.  But  next  for  what  Mr.  Malthus  calls  i\A 
immediate  check,  or  the  strictly  regulating 
power.  ^[  The  immediate  check  may  be  stated 
to  consist  in  all  those  customs  and  all  those 
diseases  which  'seem  to  be  generated  by  a 
scarcity  of  the  means  of  subsistence ;  and  all 
those  causes^  independent  of  this  scarcity,  whe- 
ther of  amoral  or  physical  nature,  which  tend 
prematurely  to  weaken  and  destroy  the  human 
fcame*.** 

The  latter  causes,  whatever  be  their  force  or 
effect^  and  they^  in  reality,  include  the  whole 
of  the  counteracting  causes^  have  evidently 
nothing  to  do  in  the  present  question  respect^ 
ing  subsistence,  for  they  are  stated  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  supposed  scarcity.  These  there- 
fore>  according  to  his  own  acknowledgment^ 
are  niot  under  the  control  of  subsistence.  And 
tiie  f<mner,  or  those  customs  and  diseases  which 
fiem'to  be  generated  hy  a  scarcity  of  t fie  means 
^nMstence,  depend,  Bs  he  himself  affirms,  on 
th^  rei^  exi^;eace  of  the  supposed  scarcity  of 

*  Eisagr  M  rile  Principle  ef  PopuIatioD,  B.  U  eh,  L  p.  17* 
D  4 
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%ht  means  of  subsistende.  Wben  IMn  u  tbt 
proof  of  this  universal  defideacy  ?  NelfaiBg  of 
tke  sort  exists.  Ocoaskmatlj  indeed  diete  wn 
deficiencies ;  but  they  are  merely  locaL 

Where  then  is  that  ircoi  irsdl  oi  nooesdl^^ 
which  inclosed  the  whole  human  ram^  an  it 
were  in  a  besieged  phlce^  6r  ke^t  than  ih  the 
gtate  of  a  certain  niwiber  of  mtA  and  tream 
east  away  upon  an  island^  which  only  affiyrdad 

iumbetr  TfaiA 
the  beowoknt 
e^aMWettweui 
itia  of  cArmoA* 
itfn^  degenenriaM 
and  KIM  diit 
em  to  h6  gm» 
^tUDB  of  sdbsistr 
pinesji^fStaiiB^ 
as  nnlimilfad  a 
^ftndclothiiigj 

MgfCtttMthiij 

n  jfcbtmdtMte^'i 
widck  tiirew  96 
i^wdwhiokhaa 
)ple»  whim  sMIl 
^stieal  itoseitMii 

adaMtioi^  Itll 
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fouud  to  be  a  mere  shadow^.  Mankind  may 
proeeed^  as  fiHrmerly^  to  obey  the  voide  o^ 
natiu^  and  of  virtue^  and  yet  flourish  and  be 
bappy. 

Bnt  Affther^  the  principles  of  elrcnlalkA 

aShfd  an  npc^ring  standard  with  reg^  to  tbb 

ttatei  of  tbe  demmid  and  the  supply,  ootnpared 

wkb  each  other ;  or  for  measuring  thar  respee^ 

'  tive  amounts.    This  is  in  price. 

When  the  demand  exceeds  the  si^ly»  Urn 
rate  of  price  necassarily  rises,  and  unifomdy 
to  an  exerbitaAt  pitch,  or  beyond  the  amomit 
vhidi  would  reimburse  the  sii|q|>lier  for  tba 
lM»«MMd  by  the  deficiency  of  the  article.  IT 
the  ileiciracy  be  eveft  the  result  of  4pere  «pe^ 
eidationi  tiaos  effisct  takes  place^  as  long  ^B  tha 
iqperakitop  can  ereato  this  artificial  scart^^ 
mod.  ta  a  pitch  o^rresprading  to  its  extest 
Jtp^  howeytr,  is  fitim  its  nature  tetftporat^  ^ 
AndtWben  tbe  influence  of  the  c^^acfulatte 
^easM^  the  pticb  fldls  generally  as  n^dly  to  Ifc 
reie«  Whep  it  is  i^l^  that  is,  actually  adttb^ 
in  natwey  tibe  result  takes  plaee  mlJiout  ady 
(tftifiMOBthepavtoftheisivpli^i  and  if  it  be 
constant  without  any  hope  of  ul^maldy  rais&i% 
IkBtrnpfffyUOf  to  the  demand;  the  exorbitance 
of  price  will  increase  and  go  on  with  little  or  nd 
tendMcy  to  abater 

This  ia  particularly  true  ef  arlicks  if  the 
first  necessity^  because  tttey  ari  tttebscnty^  Imd 
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inntt  be  bought  if  circalatars  can  plroc^ore  thtm. 
Within  the  last  twenty  years  we  have  several 
tiroes  seen  to  what  an  immodemte  pitch  the 
ima^nation  of  scarcity  and  the  arts  of  specui- 
Ittors  ff^d  the  price  of  com.  "  Facts,"  says 
Mr.  Gray,  ^  will  almost  bear  ont  the  alKrma^ 
AtOD,  that  the  cries  of  scarcity  for  the  last 
inaeoty  years  have  been  uniformly  fictitious  *.*• 
At  any  rate  the  deficiency  of  grain  was  but 
•mall,  as  appears  from  comparing  the  imports 
t)f  those  years  reckoned  abundant  and  those 
4Mmsii}ered  deficient*  The  difference  even  in 
the  memorable  year  1801  was  only  about 
>t,200i,000  -quarters  f.  And  the  increased  cott- 
somption  of  bread,  from  the  exorMtant  price  rf 
grain,  was  greater  than  that  amount  |:  for 
«1iigh'priceof  corn  increases  the  confumpttea* 
|t  forces  the  lower  ranks,  who  live  at  aU  times 
prtndpally  on  bread,  to  live  still  more  upon  it 
than  in  lower  priced  years,  as  they  cannot  af» 
ibf4  to  buy  the  usual  quantity  of  meat  §.  '^  A 
few  sbSlings  fer  quarter  would  have  mrobuivckl 
tb«  enltivator.'*  Ai^l  yet  the  price  of  wheat 
,  >iMe  from  fifty  to  ninety  killings  above  the 
fait  average  price. 

JOoes  tkm  the  common  average  price  of  food 

*  HappioMB  of  Slates,  B*  vii.  di.  9.  p.547»  notef 
•      t  Id.  BC  TO.  ch.  vii.  p.  5bh  };  ld«  iU 
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tkow^any  mfntptani  of  (f^perp0twMl:':moi4$m 
demand  above  the  supply?    Nor    Tbo  mtngt 
profits  of  the  £Etnuerare  only  suob  as:  are  mode 
by  other  dealers.   .  OccasioiiaUy,  fit>ftl  ar^IcA* 
jdiency^  real  oi' supposed,  his  prices  fasre  iHsen 
lar  beyond  the; fair  average  rate^  or  ;^cb  a  mtt 
^as'wilt  yield  the  ottltiTator  a  £Ear  pmfit;  and 
occasionally   from  a^  more  thaa  usiial^  abQ» 
dance,  tbe  prices  have  fidlen  below  tke  amfag* 
mte.    Bnt  in  the  greater  nmnlMr  of  yean  \m 
.prices  have  been  fsur ;  anid  imduding'  thoe  risai 
andiallg,  tbe  average  rate*  of  his  prices.- faol 
been  fair,  or  in  a  dne  proportion  tatboseoi^ the 
other  classes  of  circulators,  whose  artictes^  :iiltt 
bis;  are- sabjeoi  toc<kft^askmal 'rises  andfi^fariii 
price,  and  for  the  same  reasons.^  Has  pmm^ 
oh  the  universal  aarerage,  have  yk Ided'ofdy^m 
rate  of  wages  for  the  labonre^,  and  ^pr^fil  ftr 
:ifae  fiu7ner'a4drlaadowner:<S(>n^OQdiilg'iri^ 
>lhat^  of  tlfe:  other  0lt|B9«6..  :  Ifdeed,  oonparaif 
similar  rank  with  rank,  and  alUtwing^  Upr  peoh» 
/liBrUies  of  eirodmstandes,*  «e  *  shall  tind,  that 
:  t]le  average  rate  of  tbe  prices  of  the  cnltiralb^ 
«lass,  isrlower  than^that  of  soine  other  classed 
for  example  the  manufacturing  and  «kii.legaE' 
i  r  :    Ak  fiur  ad  the  impevfett  liotiensait'stat&tics 
transmitted  to  us  from  former  times  enable  fil 
to  judge,  there  was  no  dMrei*eica  between  tbf 
aVerage'rate  of  prices  of  the  cultivator  and  thai 
09the^pricesW^  other  circuliLtora;^'  In 
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tflM#te|PllMS  xnrt  Mr;  M  tb€! dc^caston  of 
fOard^  they  roM  to  a  itU)re  or  less  exorbitant 
ftt«  ^  and  ^hm  more  abundant  seasons  eame^ 
t&^  1^  ImI^w^  the  average. 

It  waf  be  aid,  that  the  high  price  of  snb^ 
lUbtnoi,  wmed  by  the  natural  deficiency  of 
tapply^^  would  tefid  to  attract  a  greater  nnmbef 
^  circulators  to  that  line<  add,  consequently^ 
iQr  iMiMiltig  tke  supply,  be  the  means  of  keep« 
log  tbe  priee  at  a  fiur  rate.  This  is  admitted* 
•och  im  effiK^t,  liooopdhig  (o  the  latrs  of  circu*^ 
latiofi,  nut  be  produced.  But  it  proves  the 
tettfne  of  what  is  afllrmed  by  our  subsistence 
illitorlste.  It  demonstrates,  that  the  impulse 
j^vit  by  the  inoreasmg  demand  was  sufficient 
if  subsmtence,  as  in  erery  other  branch  of  cir-^ 
#idiaidj  to  raise  the  supply  to  the  increa£(ed  de« 
VttAd^  and  thus  ke^  the  former  flilly  up  t6 
Ae  UHtar.  The  fltir  aTerftge  price  of  subsist* 
|aeo  l9  a  deeirive  proof  of  this  result  b^iog  com^ 
jiitdy  HflbMed. 

ifh^fethm  «9d6t0  the  tendency  ht  |>opula«. 
IM  to  &fNBMt»cttem^  or  of  subsUtence  to  Kmit? 
Hot  in  Mat  Vtt.    Both  ten<toicieg  we  mere 


M  ftight  "U  aiket)  fter«  generally,  as  if  will 
ia  aiterwwdi^  move  parfietdarly,  on  whal 
ftMDd  has  food  been  selected  as  being  the  sol6 
jBficle  kv  httttaw  saj^es  that  regulate  the 
of  tl»  Anttaiidem    U  i*  kidtdd  ne» 
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eessai^to  th^lifeofmant  butfoisfdr,  Bidm 
b  heat,  tkough  no  regulat^ig  or  limitiiig  poiM^ 
k  anncxied  to  tiiem.  Ckthm  and  houM^  %v 
many  r^^ibos^  are  neai^  as  moessaiy. '  Ant 
the  abnndanee  of  food  has  litde,  itf  tay^  taora 
realiiiAaen€eonpopalation(itisiaeaat^  oftbt 
auj^meating  kind)  tbaa  the  abuodanea  «f 
dothes  or  houBes* 

But  population  has  a  nataral  tendency  to 
Aoable  itself  in  a  much  i^orter  terin  dT  years^ 
than  it  has  actually  done.  Then  why  haB  It 
not  doubled  itself  more  rapidly?  Or  why  has 
the  earth  not  reached  its  full  complement  long 
^ago  ?  Whatever  be  the  cause^  it  is  not  from 
a  want  of  the  means  of  subsistence.  As  £ar  as 
depended  on  these  means  it  might  have  fir- 
creased  at  any  rate  of  rapidity  whatever.  It 
was  only  necessary  to  set  apart  a  larger  prdU 
portion  of  population  to  the  Work  of  cultivating 
the  ground. 

There  is  sc^ureely  ^  district  c(  my  extent 
spoil  the  gk>be^  where  there  is  not  abnndanc9 
ff  wastf^  or  imperfectly  cultivated  landj  and 
irJiere  population  could  not  supply  the  cahlT 
intto^  with  ^  additional  nvind>er  pf  hands  to 
any  ampoot  which  he  should  ask^  if  he  had  » 
f^MMfid*  A»  immense  pmii<N(i  of  the  ^^k  is 
•f»r^  peopi^d  at  all.  Even  £urc^  itidf,  it 
tHs  day,  Mr.  Gray  informs  ns^  is  barefy 
peoi)led  to  thtf  on^  ftfth  of  the  t)otA]latioii 
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wbich  jsbe  is  Icapablfe  pf  subinsting  f .  What  ia 
there  then  ;to  hav^  prevented  populadDQ  from 
pcocurifi^'aay  jadditknial  supply  of  subsistence 
froib  these  «toEes^  wUcfa  it  wanted,  if  it  dM 
KttHy  Twat  lihem  ? '  TrUe,  it  ^equired  labour  to 
get;  ht  thme  sU^tei ;  but  they  could  have  been 
g9t  r^ty  had  a  real  demand  urged  the  cultivator. 
Population  has  not  applied  to  them  yet;  and, 
thefefor0>  it  has  not  wauted  them.  It  has 
ftgSfy  obtaifiked  without  th^n  all  that  it  di4 
want. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

THE    DIFFERENT     NATURAL     RATIOS    OF    INCREASB 
SUPPOSED  BY  MR.  MALTHUS    TO   BELONG  TO  PO- 
'^  PULATION  AND  SUBSISTENCE* 

Not  contented  with  maintaining  in  general^ 
that  population  has  a  tendency  ta  increase 
faster  than  subsistence,  Mr.  Malthus  has  even 
ventured  to  give  us  a  comparative  statement  of 
their  respective  forces,  or  natural  tendencies  to 
mcrease.  The  former  he  considers  as  increase 
ingy  when  uncheckedy  in  the  geometrical  rcttia : 
the  latter  as  increasing,  under  the^  greatest  ^ 


I.. 


»  Hapj^iiiM  of  Sutei;  B.  v.  ch.  8«  p«>2S. 
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Jkrts  o/"  human  skUl  and  indu$try  onfy  m  iie 
arUhmetical^. 

)  AUuding  to  this^  though,,  as  usual,  n^^. 
name,  is  mentioDed/f*,  Mr.  Gmysays:  ^^Tha 
natural  progress  of  populatioo  has,  been  stated 
to  be  in  the  geometrical  proportion,  or  as  1^  2^ 
4^  89  apd  that  of  subsistence  only  in  the  arith- 
metical, or  as  1^  2, 3^  4.  This  is  a  loo^e  un^ 
philosophical  comparison,  even  if  it  were  founds 
^in  £act :  it  throws  no  light  whatever  on  ,the 
subject,  and  is  only  calculated  to  mislead.  But 
it^  is  unfounded  and  incorrect.  The  prpgres^ 
don  both  of  population  and  subsistence,  whei;^ 

*  Essay  on  Population,  B.  i.  ch.  1. 

t  In  tlie  Happiness  of  States,  the  author  teems  stu* 
diously  to  avoid  attacking  any  of  hia  nutnerous  opponents 
by  nimie.  This  is  neither  from  an  unacquaintance  with 
Chem,  nor  a  disregard  of  them  ;  but  rather  from  thereTerse 
of  the  hitter.  Having  occasion  to  differ  bo  essentially  with 
00  many  statisticians  of  high  name,  it  might  be  becoming 
as  well  as  prudent,  in  the  first  instance^  to  confine  himself 
to  mere  opinions.  In  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  leading 
^l^rindplesy  causes  and  results  in  statistics,  it  might  also  be 
iDore  calculated  to  reach  what  is  true,  to  attend  to  argu- 
inenta  alone,  whatever  be  the  reputation  or  the  obscurity  o£ 
the  user.  This  mode  of  considering  reasons  only,  is  cer- 
tainly the  more  philosophical^  but  it  may  be  queried  whe- 
ther it  be  the  most  popular,  at  least  at  first.  Those  well 
acquainted  with  thesubje<^t  will  soon  perceive  the  authors 
^ni  the  opinions  examined ;  but  the  rawer  student  wtU  ftii 
sometimes  at  a  Joss.  Besides,  the  public  seema  to  have  a 
taste  for  a  little  of  the  acid  of  persooality. 
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tfompared  with  the  progress  of  time^  may  be 
either  arithmetical  or  geometrical,  or  in  way 
Otber  proportion.  It  may  be  either  as  1, 2,  S,  4 
or  1,  2,  4,  8,  or  Ij,  1^,  1|,  2,  or  1,  li,  3,  6t 
\tk  short,  according  to  erery  possible  ratio,  re!* 
gnlar  or  irregular. 

^  With  respect  to  subsistence,  and  the  same 
^ng  is  true  of  population,  it  is  not  capable  of 
t^  arithmetical  or  any  other  specie^  of  progres- 
sion beyond  a  certain  extent,  and  that  extent 
pretty  ascertainable.  You  can  cultivate  anygiven 
quantity  of  g'round  to  its  utmost  capability  of 
producing,  both  from  its  natural  powers,  and 
those  artificial  powers  added  to  these  by- the 
cultivator;  and  beyond  this  all  progression 
stops.  No  power  of  man,  with  all  his  artificial 
stimulants,  can  make  it  produce  more.  And 
this  progress  of  capability  has  very  little  con-^ 
nex'ton  with  the  progress  of  time,  except  for^ 
^rhaps,  two  or  tliree  seasons.  A  given  spot 
of  ground  may  produce  the  least  quantity 
which  it  ever  produced,  this  year^  and  in  threCj 
or^  ftt  most,  .four  years  time,  I  imagine,  it  may 
be  made  by  the  exertions  of  the  cultivator  to 
produce  the  greatest  quantity  that  it  is  capable 
pf  producing;  while  under  more  sluggish  or 
imskilful  hands,  it  may  require  a  thousand  or 
two  thousand  years  to  reach  the  same  ne  plus 
ulirm  of  fertility.  To  say  then,  without  limit- 
ation^  that  subsistence  is  capable  of  increasing^ 
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in  an  arithmetical  progress,  on  any  given  ter- 
ittory,  is  contrary  to  fact  and  the  laws  of 
nature.  The  arithmetical  ratio  has  nothing  at 
an  natnrally  to  do  with  the  progress  of  soil 
in  prodttoing  from  its  least  to  its  greatest  pos^ 
dble  qnanifty.  That  depends  entirely  on  the 
skill  and  exertions  of  the  cultivator^  and  may 
be  in  every  possible  ratio,  regular  or  inw^-. 
)ar,  occasionally  advancing  slowly  or  rapidly^ 
and  ooeasionally  retrograding  rapidly  or  slowly. 
But  beyond  a  certain  d^^ee  of  cultivation,  it . 
cannot  be  made  to  advance  any  further. 

^^  To  affirm  that  population  faicceaaes  in  a 
Ipeometrical  progression,  is  to  say  as  little  to 
the  purpose.  If  by  this  is  meant  to  compare 
its  progress  with  respect  to  time,  dmd  to  assert 
that  any  given  number  of  men,  m  a  certain 
numbw  of  years,  regularly  in  a  mc^ority  of 
cases  doubles  itself,  it  is  utteriy  unfounded  in 
&ct.  Nothing  varies  more  than  the  progres^  <^ 
population.  Whether  it  be  increasing  or  de- 
creia^ng,  the  ratio  is  perfectly  desultory  apd 
ifregular,  as  it  dq^ds  on  a  thousand  ^bi- 
trary,  accidental  md  occasional  causes.  And 
a  certain  given  population  on  a  certain  ^ven 
spot,  may,  owingtodroumstances,  be  doubled 
perhaps  in  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  another 
given  population  of  the  same  number  originally 
may,  owing  to  other  circumstances,  not  be 
doubled  or  not  at  all  inoreased,  in  twj»ty  or 
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thirty  hundred  years.  Should  the  causes  that 
operate  to  increase  population,  speaking  geoe*- 
rally  of  mankind,  be  superior  in  thdr  influence 
to  those  which  tend  to  counteract  then^  and  di^ 
minish  it,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  has  hl^ 
therto  been  the  £act^  population  of  course  is 
making  a  geometrical  progression,  but  without 
any  r^^ularity  as  to  time. 

^^  But  if  again  we  ccmipare  the  progress  of 
population  not  with  the  progress  of  tifide,  but 
the  progress  of  subsistence,  then,  the  history  4)1 
six  thousand  years  proves  the  felsehood  of  the 
position,  that  the  progress  of  the  former  is  na^ 
turally  geometrical,  while  the  lattar  is  only 
arithmetical.  They  are  equal  or  nearly  so 
in  their  movements,  as  must  be  the  case  from 
the  nature  ei  things,  and  as  is  proved  by  uni« 
form  experience.  There  are  occasiooal  difr 
ferences,  but,  on  a  general  average,  the  pro<* 
gress  of  subsistence  is  entirely  governed  by  thfi 
progress  of  population.  Indeed,  on  the  whok|  it 
has  a  tendency  rather  to  be  quicker,  because  tiM) 
jBBBs  of  cultivators  commonly  make  a  point  of 
cultivating  every  year  nuMre  than  the  last,  as 
fietr  as  in  their  power>  till  they  are  checked  by 
some  causes  either  natural  or  artificial,  regu**  • 
lar  or  accidental.  The  progress  of  subsistence 
is  geometrical  or  arithmetical,  or  irregular,  as 
to  given  time,  according  as  population  is  pei*-* 
manently  so.    A  permanent  increase  w  de^ 
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crease  of  the  latter  produces  a  permanent  in^ 
crease  or  decrease  of  the  former  *.** 

As  we  have  akeady  noticed,  and  as  will  be 
shown  more  folly  in  the  neirt  chapter^  there  is 
no  natural  or  fixed  rath  of  increase  m  popuk^ 
Hon^  with  respect  to  time :  and  subsistence  has 
of  Itself  no  natural  ratio  of  increase  whatever. 
In  a  state  of  nature,  its  amount  depends  entirely 
upon  the  character  of  the  season  with  respect 
to  gfniality;  and  perhaps,  on  an  averagfe  of 
mtuatJtons,  that  amount  is  nearly  if  not"  eom- 
l^letely  stationary. 

It  is  only  when  man  applies  his  labour  and 
flkatt,  that  it  is  capable  of  increase*  AU  its  in- 
ereaise  is,  therefoi^,  wtificial.  Of  itself  it  is 
altogether  passive.  The  rate  of  increase  being 
thus  entirely  impressed,  and  indeed  forced, 
upon  it,  If hatever  be  the  rate  at  which  it  is 
augmented,  is  the  work  of  man^  and  is  given 
to  it  by  him  as  a  regulator,  working  under  the 
guidance  6f  reason  to  supply  his  demands.  It 
will,  therefore,  always  be  according  to  the  rate 
of  the  increase  of  tl^e  demanders,  whatever  that 
be,  rapid  or  slow,  ^  nearly  as  he  can  make  it. 

In  a  State  of  nature  the  earth  se^ms  in  ge» 
aeral  to-be  very  infertile.  It  is  only  upon  the 
banks  of  rivers,  or  other  portions  which  are  oc- 
casionally enriched  by  irrigations  or  other  na- 

"^  HappNieft  of  Siutet,  B.  yL  ch.  2.  p.  42D-4SI. 
e2 
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tural  manuringS)  that  it  approaches  at  all  near 
the  fertility  to  which  it  is  capable  of  benig 
ttdsed  by  mat!.  Mr.  Gray  considers  the  na^ 
tural  fertility  of  the  s<m1,  on  an  ^verage^  tidt 
equcd  to  the  one-thirtieth  part  of  the  artificM 
fertSHty,  which  may  be  created  by  the  skill  an^l 
labour  of  man ».  AndlSie  progress  in  ferti& 
zing  is  cstused  by,  and,  therefiwe,  regulated  by 
the  increasmg  demand  arising  from  an  in- 
creasing population. 

Let  then  any  part  of  population  increase  rtt 
the  geometrical  rate  with  respect  to  time,  and 
what  is  there  in  nature  to  prevent  it  from  raismg 
B«ril)sistence  up  to  its  tlemands,  as  long  as  them 
ture  any  additional  means  oi  subsistence?  If 
the  former,  when  it  increases  from  1  to  f,  cml 
ttdse  the  subsistence  from  1  to  2,  why  can  it 
not  raise  that  supply  according  to  the  same  pK>- 
portion,  from  2  to  4  and  fvotii  4  to  8,  when  it- 
Self  Increases  from  2  to  4  or  from  4  to  8  ?  ft 
has  only  to  employ  the  same  or  a  larger  pwi^ 
portion  of  the  increased  number  hi  the  bttsinesa 
of  this  supply,  and  the  result  will  be  as  fully 
accomplished. 

The  clashing  of  the  two  principles  of  In- 
crease must  cause  a  constant  deficiency  of  sup- 
ply. A  dillerence  so  vast  between  ^the  natural 
ratio  of  increase  of  population  and  subsistence^ 

*  Happinoia  of  Sutes,  B.  n.  ch.  9.  p.  487* 


Digitized  by. 


Google 


COMP.yj.    90  lOVULMKm  AKI>  SUBSIffTRNCB.      53 

wofiild  kideed  nwettaiily  produce  a  perpetual 
vecurrttce  of  uaivenal  and  most  destnictive 
fiunines*  True,  the  destruction  of  life  miglit 
frequently  be  so  great  as  to  make  subsistence 
get  an  advance  upon  population.  But  tbe  more 
rapid  movement  of  the  latter  would,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  fill  up  the  deficiency,  and 
then  another  universal  famine  would  take  place. 
Now  is  there  any  resemblance  of  such  univer- 
sal fiunines  in  real  life  ? 

But  really  this  is  a  waste  of  argument.  It 
is  reasoBii^  against  a  mere  imaginatioB.  It  lis 
/^mnbating  a  shadow^  These  dttfereot  ratios 
ascribed  to  population  and  sobsisteiiae,  though 
]3&e  some  other  theoretical  notioM,  they  have 
attracted  a  much  larger  share  of  atteatjon^ 
j;han  mavy  solid  truths  of  high  impoctaoce,  are 
so^mlSie  any  thiqg  in  real  life;,  they  are,  19^ 
deed,  so  contrary  to  facts,  and  founded  upon 
laiQh  ahsiud  views  of  subsistence,  that  if  the 
author  had  not  still  persisted  ia  pfeserviug 
then^  I  diould  not  have  considered  it  worth 
while  to  give  them  any  particular  attention. 
I  should  have  treated  them  as  rash  pueiile 
imaginations  unworthy  of  notice.  It  would  be 
doing  injustice  to  the  general  doctrine  of  a  tend- 
ency in  population  to  increase  faster  than  sub- 
sistence, to  consider  such  untenable  absurdi- 
ties as  essential  parts  of  it.  They  do  not  ne- 
cessarily belong  to  it,  and,  therefore,  I  shall 
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consider  them  only  as  particular  views  of  Mp. 
Malthus;  and  not  as  necessarily  counected  with 
the  subsistence  theory  *, 


CHAPTER  VIL 


HAS  POPULATION  ANY  REGULAR  NAl'URAL  RATIO  Op 
INCREASE  COMPARED  WITH  TIME? 

Mr.  Malthus  has  derived  most  of  hife  theoreti- 
cal deductions  from  a  fundamental  assumption 
of  fais^  that  population  has  a  natural  tendency, 
when  unohecked  by  a  deficiency  of  subsistence 
and  the  effects  of  that  deficiency,  to  double  it^ 
self  in  a  somewhat  regular  time;  and  he  cour 
siders  this  period  to  be  about  twenty-five 
years-)-. 

This  assumption  is  utterly  unwarranted. 
In  a  certain  state  of  the  stimulative  and  coun- 
teracting circumstances,  this  will  be  the  natural 
rate  of  progress,  but  not  in  any  other.  If  there 
were  any  natural  rate  of  progress  for  popula- 

*  Thi9  bas  been  called  by  Mr.  Gray  alio  the  antipopur 
laiion  theory.  The  title  subsistence  theory  is  more  characr 
teristical,  for  sabsistence  is  almost  the  sole  regulator  in  it, 
Mr.  Gray's  theory,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  same  reason, 
may  be  called  the  population  theory. 

f  Efsay  <«  Population,  B.  i.  ch^  1  p.  9. 
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tian,  it  would  be  that  of  man  in  his  original 
fltate  of  nature^  or  probably  enough,  that  of 
the  hunter.  The  rate  of  the  increase  of  popu<- 
lation  in  that  state,  however,  though  it  might 
be  the  first,  is  only  the  rate  of  the  progress  of 
population  in  that  state^  and  not  in  that  of  the 
herdsman,  the  cultivator,  or  the  manufacturer 
and  merchant,  or  of  all  more  or  less  combined. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  such  fixed  tate.  2%e 
natural  jnxjgress  of  populate  is  its  increase 
raising  out  of  the  whole  of  its  circumstances^. 
As^Eas  been  already  observed,  it  is  the  force  of 
the  general  and  particular  stimulating  circum-^ 
stance,  corrected  by  that  of  the  general  andpar- 
ticular  counteracting  circumstances,  in  which 
any,  division  of  population  is  placed,  that  regur- 
lates  the  rate^ifitsi  increase. 

In  nothing  is  there  more  difference  than  in 
the  actual  progress  of  population.  Perhaps  in 
no  two  states  is  the  same  rate  found ;  nor  even 
in  the  same  state  at  different  periods.  To  af- 
firm then  that,  according  to  the  natural  ratio, 
population  would  double  itself  in  about  twenty- 
five  years,  is  to  affirm  wfiat  is  riot  merely  un 
warranted  by  fects,  but  directly  contrary  to 
them;  except  in  a  particular  ccunbination  of 

*  See  the  8th  chapter  of  the  4th.  Book  of  the  Happinost 
of  States,  which  treats  of  the  Progress  of  Population  com' 
pared  with  Time. 
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the  8timiibitive  and  ctmnteractini^  clvoiai^ 
^Dces.  In  all  other  oomfoinations  of  tfatae' 
oircnfldstances,  k  19  untrue* 

The  ratio  adopted  is  that  of  a  ewtam  p»r^' 
tion  of  population  in  America.  ^^  But  the  nttiof 
of  inereMe  in  tlie  population  of  the  United^ 
States  of  America,  is  no  more  to  be  taken  fo^ 
the  natural  ratio  of  the  increase  of  pc^utation; 
because  it  is  the  quiokest,  than  that  of  another 
because  it  is  the  slowest  ^  Hie  ratio  oi  increase 
of  the  popalation  of  those  states,  is  the  notuvai 
progress  of  population  for  a  eountry^in  theur 
eircurostances,  but  not  for  anothes^  suppose 
Ghiaa,  in  which  the  circumstmciBS  are  in.many 
cases  rerersed.  It  is  the  natural  progress  of  ft 
certain  portion  of  American  population  at  pre« 
sent,  but  not  of  British,  Spaujdi,  French^ 
Swedbh,  Russian,  or  German.  Population  is 
essentially  CQunected  with  territory^  clunate, 
diet,  education  and  other  cii^cuuistancesy  and 
it  is  affected,  consequently,  by  their  perma^ 
nent  or  temporary  varieties*  The  natural  ratio 
of  the  increase  of  population  for  earth  is  itb 
increase^  as  Ctmnd  promoted  or  checked  by  the 
various  drcumstamies  of  all  its  states.  And  it 
would  be  most  likely  to  be  found  in  a  country, 
which  is  the  medium  between  the  most  rapi^ 
increasing  and  the  most  slow,  because  such^ 
i-atio,  it  is  probable,  would  .be  the  nearest  to 
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The  lifliitatioa  is  made  wke^  vmahecML 
WhaTl^lfie  m^uung  of  thki  What  state^  of 
l^ulatton  does  or  ewi  exist  anchedced?  ^  If 
we  must  theorize  9A  .insiaaacMM»a.tiift  pcogresa 
«f  popdiU;ioii  whenuacfaedked^  ve  shottidtdke 
it  as  it  would  have  beeti  in  a  state  of  parac&ei 
where  men  wouid  jieseiUii^Te  died.  In  suck  a 
€aae>  supposing  marriage  to  take  place  irt 
puberty  iram  the  umform  health  tf  all  existing^ 
and  from  all  produced  living  for  evw»  and  W9 
may  sufq^Me^  breeding  for  ever>  we  should  have 
bad  an  example  of  the  progress  of  populatiom 
when  tmefaecked.  But  in  America^  pc^ulatioB 
thou^  less  eheeked  for  half  a  century  tiU  very 
lately,  thai^  in  most  other  oountries,  was 
i>beck^  by  the  seeds  of  mortality  sown  in  the 
brnmn  constitation^  by  diseAses^  by  aceidents^ 
by  t^  nBfisKvwirable  enrcumstances  of  aome 
distracts,  ami  latterly  by  a  a^Mre  common  use 
of  a  mper-suffident  quantity .  of ,  subsistence 
from  the  increase  of  capital,  growth  of  towm, 
and  the  introduction  of  luxury  \^ 

Were  we  W  give  loose  to  the  &ncy  in 
Cfeatiag  ima^nwy  states,  we  might  theorise 
WK^  of  the  same  sort  about  the  increase  of  sub- 
itftence..  On  this  to[»c^  Mr.  Qny  says,  ^'  P6- 

*  Happiness  of  States^  B.  iy.  ch«  8.  p  S58, 
+  Jb.p.  S57. 
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pnlatioD,  were  it  uncbiecked  by  tbe  circum** 
stances  in  which  Providence  has  placed  mmi^ 
wooM  be  in  its  nature  infinite^  or  go  on  dou- 
bling itself  for  ever.  Subsistence  is  also  in  its 
nature  infinite.  If  this  were  not  checked  by 
natural  circumstances^  it  would  continue 
doubling  itself  for  ever  in  a  still  more  rapid 
manner.  A  grain  c^  wheats  if  the  produce  oi 
it^  and  the  produce  of  this  produce^  and  so  on, 
wei-e  sown  year  after  year,  would  in  a  few  cen- 
tunes  supply  wheat  for  the  whole  of  the  present 
peculation  of  esuth  ♦.** 

We  have  many  practical  proofs  how  rapidly 
any  species  of  vegetable  may  be  made  to  in* 
crease.  Out  of  many  we  may  quote  the  po- 
tato-oat, which  from  a  handful  in  a  few  years 
became  the  prevailing  species  of  x>at  in  Scot- 
land and  the  north  of  England.  But,  as  Mr. 
Gray  asks,  ^^  what  do  observations  of  this  kind 
tend  to  y  On  the  subject  which  we  are  discuss-* 
ing,  they  do  not  lead  us  to  any  practical  coi;i- 
elusion.  They  only  serve  to  mix  mera  fancy 
and  ideal  speculation  with  real  causes  and  facts« 

Mr.  Maithus's  supposition  of  a  certain  rata 
of  doubling  being  natural  to  population  is  ut- 
terly unwarranted.  It  is  groiMided  on  a  mere 
assumption  of  something  that  might  be^^  and  not 
upon  what  has  been,  or  can  be,  generally ;  and 

*  Happiness  of  States,  6.  iv.  cb.  8.  p.  S57. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.  nil.     MATOTUL   RATIO  OF  INCLBASB?       59 

therefore  it  has  no  title  whatever  to  be  reckoned 
a  general  or  natural  rate.  On  the  arrangements 
of  nature,  population  has  no  fixed  or  r^;ular 
r^tio  pf  wcreaas. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

THB   SYSTEM  OF  CHECKS, 


Mr.  Malthus,  in  explaining  his  theory,  and 
4uijusting  facts  to  his  theoretical  views,  has  re- 
course to  a  system  of  what  he  calls  checks. 

T^s  system  is  evidently  derived  from  a 
theoretical  ex  parte  view  of  the  subject,  and 
not  from  it  as  exhibited  in  all  its  natural  extent 
in  real  life.  It_is  founded  upon  ajx>mparison 
irfjte  jncrease  of  populatjcaLnot  with  its  ac- 
tual circumstances^  but  with  some  imaginary 
gtBtes.  Indeed  the  grand  source  of  the  error* 
of  the  subsistence  theory  may  be  traced  to  the 
setting  up  of  this  comparison,  and  deducing 
principles  from  it.  This  system,  therefore, 
should  be  rejected  by  the  inquiring  statistician, 
^  founded  upon  something  not  proved,  and 
which  is  in  fact  false. 

It  would  have  been  just  as  correct  to  have 
taken  the  rate  pf  increase  of  population  among 
^ribes  in  the  savage  state  as  the  natural  rate  of 
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increase^  from  ito  being  Aat  of  a  state  of  luu 
twre  (and  generally  the  sknrest),  and  tahav« 
measored  the  rates  of  other  increases  up  to  the 
highest  from  this:  to  show  the  foree  of  the  sti* 
mulating  causes  in  overpower^ig  the  counter* 
acting. 

But  ferther,  it  is  partial  and  incomplete. 
It  tends  to  mislead^  and  to  turn  the  attention 
of  the  student  from  the  subject^  as  it  is  set  be- 
fore him  by  nature^  to  a  partial>  distorted  and 
erroneous  view  of  it.  In  real  life  the  stimu- 
lating circumstances  or  causes  of  the  progress 
<>f  population  are  of  equal  pnHninence^  and  are 
seen  as  constantly  in  action,  as  the  eounteraclf* 
mg  or  antipopujating  circumstai^ces  or  causes. 
And  both  in  thopiy  and  practice  they  are,  con^ 
sequently,  of  equal  importance.  Buf^  on  the 
aubsistenoe  theory,  the  former  are  in  a  manner 
sunk  to  inftke  room  for  the  latter.  This  mode 
of  viewing  the  subject  only  on  <me  side,  aad 
iu  fact  considering  only  the  half  of  it,  were  it 
.not  connected  with  a  radical  error,  sIuMild 
therefore  be  avoided,  as  calculated  to  narrow 
the  views  of  the  student, .  and  injure  his  pro- 
gress in  this  portion  of  the  science  of  statistics^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  CA8B  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMBBfCA, 
WHICH  BXHIBIT8  SO  HIGH  A  RATB  OE  INCBEASB 
IN  A  4ntEAT  WA8S  OF  POPULATION^  DBCIfllVB 
▲GAINST  THE  SUBSISTENCB  THEORY. 

It  is  perfectly  evident  frooi  £acts^  as  -we  liaVe 
seen,  that  there  is  no  particular  ratio  of  doo- 
\3i&ng,  when  measured  by  time^  which  can  be 
considered  as  the  natural  or  general  catio  of 
the  inct^ase  of  populatioiu  Mr.  Malthns  has 
indeed  assmned,  that  the  ratio  of  doubling  in 
the  United  States  of  America  is  the  natural  ra- 
tio of  the  increase  of  population.  But  tlm  po* 
irition  is  to  be  rejected  as  contrary  to  fiicts. 

The  period  of  doubling  in  a  large  portion  of 
the  poptdadon  of  those  states  has,  I  beHeve^ 
been  reidly  found  to  be  irhat  he  states  it,  abotit 
twenty-five  years.  The  fiact,  however,  proves 
the  Very  reverse  of  what  it  is  brought  by  him 
to  prove.  If  population  can  double  itself  in 
twaity-five  years,  and  the  increase  of  subsist- 
ence can  be  fully  brought  up  to  this  rate,  and 
the  history  of  a  certain  portion  of  American 
population  shows  that  it  can,  why  then  does  it 
not  double  itself,  in  the  same  time,  in  all  other 
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districts  of  the  earth,  while  there  Is  soil  snf^ 
ficient  to  allow  the  cultivator  to  augment  the 
home  stibBistence  up  to  that  pitch,  or  else  the 
importer  to  procure  the  difference  from  other 
districts?    According  to  the  law  of  nature  ill . 
circulation,  the  demand  regulates  the  mpply  a& 
far  as  this  is  dependent  an  the  mil.    If  there 
'exist  the  same  increasing  rate  of  demand  in 
other  districts,  as  in  the  United  States,  there 
will  also  be  the  same  increasing  rate  of  supply, 
provided  there  be  soil  suflldent.    But  there  is 
scarcely  in  any  other  region  of  great  esctent,  a  si* 
milar  increase  of  population,  and  yet  in  all  coun- 
tries th^re  is  abundance  of  uncultivated  or  im- 
perfectly cultivated  land.  It  cannot,  therefore^ 
be  a  deficiency  of  subsistence,  from  whicli  this 
kwer  rate  of  the  increase  of  population  is  d^ 
rived.    The  inferior  late  of  the  demand  must 
spring  from  some  other  cause,  than  the  quan- 
tum of  subi^ence;  for  the  suf^ly  of  that  could 
have  been  increased  in  them  as  fest  as  in  tbe 
United  States,  had  the  demand  been  as  great* 
This  aipunent  is  decisive.    It  provtes  m- 
contestably,  1.  th/it  this  rate  ^doubling  is  not 
the  natural  rate  of  the  increase  of  populatiom, 
when  the  means  of  subsistence  are  adequate  to 
meet  that  demand ;  and,  2.  that,  as  popmlatiom 
in  general  does  not  rise  to  any  rate  of  increase 
at  all  approaching  that  of  the  United  States, 
while  the  suppljf  of  subsistence  in  them  shoms 
4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.  IX.      UNITBD   8TATB8  09   ABIBRICA.  03 

that  it  can  he  raised  to  that  rate  when  the  de^ 
mand  rfiqmres  it,  there  is  sofarjrom  being  an 
universal  tendency  in  population  to  increase^ 
faister  than  the  means  of  subsistence  admit,  that 
it  sMam  or  never  rises  even  near  to  the  rate  at 
which  those  means  would  enable  thecultwator 
to  augment  his  supply. 

It .  wmy  perfaaps  be  affirmed^  that  other 
districts  do  not  afford  the  means  of  subsistence 
80;amply  as  the  back  settlements  of  America. 
This  is  far  from  behig  the  &0t.  The  soil  of  those 
settlements  is  not  &yourable  to  the  cultivator 
fieyond  the  average  degree  of  other  waste 
districts^  but  the  reverse/  THe  lands  have 
mocAi  natural  unfitness  and  present  many  ob* 
^tractions.  The  dearing  of  them  and  putting 
them  in  a  state  fit  for  tailing^  are  a  tadc  of  in^ 
^bble  laboun  And  after  thbf  are  in  a  state 
of  cultivation^  we  have  the  information  of  Mr* 
Ftokinsoi^  and  odier  practical  <Aiservers>  that 
tkt  average  return  per  acre  is  very  low^  The 
deficiency  ef  capital  and  the  vast  distance  from 
markelsfor  the  sale  of  the  superftnous  [Moduce^ 
are  also  great  disadvantages*  In  diort^  nothix^ 
bat  theenthunasm  of  the  more  restless^  active^ 
Md  robuM  adventurers  firom  various  countries^ 
aftd  the  neces^lly  of  going  on  after  they  have 
b^mi)  coold  enable  them  to  eaoeente  their  pr<H 
jecta  of  cultivation  in  di^ricts  that  present  so 
many  fwmidable  obstacles. 
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But  wfere  it  a  fact^  tbat  these  wastes  were 
aaturally  more  favourable  to  the  cultivator,  it 
would  prove  nothing.  Subsistence  being  an 
absolute  necessary,  the  demand  must  be  un- 
controllable, unless  by  pfayrical  imposflAiKty^ 
Population  must  and  will  raise  tlie  supply  of 
tUs  necessary  to  its  full  demand  on  the  amrage 
of  years,  as  long  as  these  means  ate  in  its 
power*  And  they  are  in  its  power  tSl  it 
reaches  its  oomplement.  If  these  means,  there* 
feite,  be  not  exhausted  to  the  American  rate,  it 
must  surely  be  from  some  other  reason  than  an 
increase  in  the  demand  for  the  supply  of  what 
they  can  afford. 

It  arises  from  the  pursuits  of  the  great  mass 
bdng  less  healthy  and  more  defecundatmg,  and 
other  circumstances  possessing  the  same  tcttd 
eney.  In  the  back  settlements  of  North  Ame^ 
rica  the  pursuits  of  nearly  the  entire  mass  we 
finrourable  to  health  and  prolificneBS.  Let  the 
great  mass  of  people  not  employed  in  cultiy»« 
tion,  in  any  other  country  equally  healthy  with 
tiiose  settlements,  be  taken  from  their  lueaent 
employments,  by  a  change  in  the  demand,  and 
foUow  the  employments  of  the  new  settlors,  ai^ 
however  much  slower  their  present  rate  of' 
mcrease  is,  it  would  rise  to  somewhat  like  tiiat 
of  thia  mass  of  land-dearers  and  cnltivatqeit 
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CHAPTER  X; 

A  GENERAL  VIEW  OP  THE   EFFECT  OP   THE  .QCAW- 
.  TUM  OP  SUBSISTENCE  ON  POPULATION,  WITH  A 
RECAPITULATION. 

In,  analyzing  the  stimulating  eitetunstancte^.it 
is  doubtful,  whether  mere  abundance  tt  sub*' 
sisteoce  has  any  great  degree  of  that  influence 
which  has  been  attributed  to  it.'*  But  in  ana-' 
lyzing  the  counteracting  .  ciroumstances  or 
checks,  the  influence  of  subMstenoe  is  nneqni- 
TocaL 

Indeed,  it  is  not  a  deficiency  of  subsistence^ 
as  the  subsistence  theory  imagines,  whidi  has 
the  antipopulating  effect.  The  influence  of 
that  is  trifling,  except  in  case  of  actnal  fiunine^ 
which  sometimes  happens,  in  hot  dimates.  It 
icr  an  abundance  of  subsistence  wfaidi  hae  a 
Bt^ong.  inflhence  as  a  check.  Luxury,  or  an 
excess  of  eating  and  drinking,  tends  fo  d^b* 
€<indate,  or  to  diminish  the  number  of  birthB, 
as  w^U  as  ta  shorten  theKves  of  those  who  are 
bom.  And  this  powerful  influence  seems  to 
increase  in  efficacy  in  proportion  as  population 
<grc(ws  more  numerous^ 

Urtn  8o%r  atie  the  idete  of  the  subsistence 
theory,  with  respect,  to  abundance  fipora  corre- 
sponding with  facts,  that  they  are  very  much  in 
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direct  opposition  to  these*  On  that  theory 
abundance  of  subnstence  has  a  strong  tendency 
to  increase  popnlattion^  wbile  scantiness  of  sub*- 
sistencehas  as  strong  a  tendency  to  diminish  it. 
But  in  real  life^  while  scantiness  of  subsistence 
tends  strdngly  to  increase  the  number  of  births, 
superfluity  tends  as  strongly  to  dimini^  that 
liumiMr,  and  ta  render  tbir  aBsailer  mumber 
bonr,  shortJlvML 

..    T»  fecapitelate:  th*  piincipie  of  popriatiw^ 
aecording  td  the  popuIatisHi  theory,  is  cteaity 
Ae  docfrine  of    natvre.     PopaUdion  km  a 
iendemci/y  in  aU  ^r^nary  cwe%  lor  tnrrf «e,  hut 
not  to  over^increase;  for  the  increase  carriet  In 
itedf  the  power  of  more  efratoally  supplying 
the  aMitiiiuit  wants.  The  prinetpfo  of  the  aiib*^ 
listenee  tibeory  is  so  evi<fently  contiary  to  &ct8> 
awMfe  had  stiiiistir^amt  foigly  croaiinacl  it  by  these, 
^  by  the  rtel  eauses  operating  in  the  progress 
of  p^^ulaftion^  and;  the  actual  resvits,  instead 
of  assenting.  dT  it  w  acqtneseing  in  it^  as  so 
nlaay  of  tb«>  did^  whe*  tUs  was  first  bvoaehec^ 
Ibey  wouid  haf  e  unanimously  rejected  it^    The 
^  sotiod  of  m  constant  tendtw^  in  even  km^ 
tkemi,  asioBraift  to  increase  fiuster  Ihan  the  wm-- 
iishnlent  prepared  for  them,  is  an  unwarranted 
fancy;  but  when  this  dogma  is  eoUmided  t^ 
the  Ttttonal  ammfti  man^.  it  is  direotfy  con* 
travy  to  the  deartet  fistots.    TbB  abundance  of 
ifdditiQncd  means  ^  4tubmstaU9,  umbnm  nponp, 
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ta  an  dd-peopled  eonnkriea  of  atty  eBtent^ 
•iter  the  li^iieof  flioiMKad»  of  years^  mfutea  at 
onoe  the  notion  TI19:  alm^aga  rate  of  tbe 
frice  of  aabttsteboe^  which  n  fiar^  aadicarrer 
9psmd§  with  the  ateniga  mte  of  other  aisticlea,fe 
o^naUy  dteoWve  agaiost  the.  imagiwit^oii.  A» 
for  the  idea  of  Ae  natoral^  fati0  ^  the  ittomui^ 
of  population  being  geometrical^  while  the  na- 
tural ratio  of  the  increase  of  subsistence  is  only 
arithmetical^  it  is  utterly  false.  Indeed  it  is  an 
absurdity.  Pbpotetion  has  no  regular  natural- 
ratio  of  increase,  whea  compared  with  time. 
Its  rate  of  increase  varies  in  every  country 
acconfing  to  the  state  of  the  general  and  par- 
ticular stimulating  cfaroumstances,  combined 
With  the  state  of  the  general  and  particular 
ooonteracting  drcumstances.  Subsistence, 
again,  when  the  produce  is  q)ontaaeous,  seema 
little  capable  of  any  increase  at  all.  When  the 
pfodaco  is  artificial,  it  has  eridratly  no  ratio 
of  increase  of  itself.  Tlie  ratio  is  entirely  im- 
picssed  upon  it,  ot  given  to  it  by  the  cultivator. 
The  rapid  doubling  of  population  in  the  back 
settlementa  of  North  An^rica  proves  the  direct 
contrary  to  what  it  has  been  adduced  to  prove. 
It  sfaofi^,  that  if  men  had  found  a  demand  for 
subsistence  in^^easing  much  more  rapidly  than 
it  has  done,  they  could  have  increased  the 
supply  fully  up  to  that  amount. 

In  sum,  the  notion  of  a  constant  tendency  in 
f2 
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iuhditence  to  increase  less  rapidkf  iAon  pojnn 
kUion,  and  cansequentfy  to  check  the  loiter  bg 
scarcity,  is  a  wild  fimcy,  utterly  nnknown 
to  nature,  and  in  as  direet  opposition  to 
the  results  of  her  arrangements,  as  any  such 
tendency  in  clothing,  buiidiaig,  or  any  other 
dififiiicm  of  the  supply. 
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BOOK   11. 

DOP»  POPULAOnON  .ABQC^LATE  SI»SI8TENC£,  AS  MR.  GRAY> 
AFFIRMS,  OR  SUBSISTENCB  POPOLAIfON,  AS  IS  MAUS^: 
TfUNED  BY  MR.  MALTHUS? 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE   REGUtATiNG    POWER   ATTRIBUTED   TQ 
POPULATION. 

It  is  an  universal  law  of  nature  in  circniation^ 
a^  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Gray,  that  the  de^ 
mand  regulates  the  supply,  as  far  as  this  is  de-^ 
pendent  on  Hie  wUl  <f  man  *.  ^*  Mope  of  any 
article  than  can  be  brought  into  circulation,  \w 
•f  no  use.  What  cannot  be  cii*culated^  can 
produce  no  profit :  and  indeed  wliat  ^nnot  be 
lused^  might  as  well  not  ^ist, 

"  In  praotide  ^e  see  the  regulating  power 
of  the  dema&d  uniformly  acting  with  respect  to 
•mrjr  article,  fimn  that  which  is  used  most,  or 
Vy  the  gveaN»e  jMunber,  to  that  which  is  used 
kast,  or  by,^be  smalfost  number.  Thequan** 
tUy  ef  kttid  wKivatfd  for  growing  oorn  or  feed-- 
ing  cattlCj  for  example,  is  regulated  by  the  de-> 

«  UsppinM  of  Sutes,  B.  U.  dr.  5,' 
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mand  for  corn  and  cattle ;  for  what  would  be 
the  use,  or  profit,  of  ndsing  more  com,  or  feed- 
ing  more  cattle,  than  can  be  disposed  of  in  a 
proper  time,  and  at  a  proper  price?    A  cuhi- 
vator  might  just  as  well  toil  and  spend  bis 
money  in  raising  weeds,  or  feeding  rats,  as  in> 
raising  wheat,  or  feeding  sheep  and  bullocks, 
beyond  the  quantity  of  the  latter,  that  can  be 
disposed  of  to  the  consumers.  And  what  would 
be  the  use  of  the  ribbon  or  muslin  manu&c« 
turer*s  making  more  ribbons  or  muslins,  than 
can  be  sold  at  a  fs^ir  price ;  or  yet  of  a  maaon^s 
building  more  houses,  than  the  population  re- 
quires ?    Instead  of  making  profit,  they  woul<l 
bse  both  their  time  tmd  their  money.     Th? 
superfluous  quantity  would  indeed  be  wors^ 
than  useless.    It  wouJd  diminish  the  price  even 
of  the  quantity  really  wanted,  and  render  the. 
whole  a  losing  business  *.*• 

The  number  of  suppliers  of  any  spectes  of 
article,  is  also  regulated  by  the  same  law. 
"  The  demand,  tljerefore,  necessarily  regulates 
the  quantity  of  any  particular  speeie&  of  circu- 
land,  and,  of  course,  the  number  of  hands  em^ 
ployed  in  producing  or  preparing  it.  Were 
more  hands  to  labbur  at  producing  any  spieciei 
ef  article,  than  the  consumptioii  required,  fyi^ 
example,  bats,  either  the  whole  could  no«  ge* 
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iUi  en^jioffJoeiiiA,  ^^  Bopie.  of  ^le  worse  baad^ 
^aU  mt;get  emplojrment  at  all,  IHd  th|5 
supcrfliiity  pf  workmea  ex^t  in  the  nation^ 
iaxgty  as  well  ai  in  the  co^n^ies  coi^neotM 
with  it  in  trafllcy  with  respect  to  any  ^ven  Vr 
tkie,  A  lantfuor  wovJki  take  place  $hroii|/{;li  i^p 
whole  olascu  Wa^  w^d  &U,  and  from  it^ 
being  foimd  an  nntbiiving  clasi^  some  hands 
wouM  levreittfor  a  more,  thriving  one;  a^.d 
fewer  fimag  pwj^e  would  be  bred  to  it>  till  the 
^^liHbriuni  betwaw  the  produoers  «tnd  ^.con- 
mmeci  wne  reirtwed  c^|;ain«  Indeed,  from  its 
having  become  an  nnpopular  class,  the  4e- 
jfteaM  wonld  go  on^  till  there  were  too  few  tp  * 
snpply  friUy  the  real  demand^  and  then  it  mig^t 
become  a  &vourite  well-employed  class  again,  - 
But  if  the  snperinity  of  hands  be  c^nfine^  to  a 
tMrn^  P'^st'f  oi*  district,  the  individuals  that 
omnot  find  sufficient  employment^  mustemi- 
grftle  to  scMe  otlier.  place^  w;here  additional 
hands  are  wanted  in  the  line, 

^  The  gMerol  exact  agreement  between  the 

Mp^  and  the  demand  is  thus  foJly.  accounted 

lor.     lie  ri^p$l9tmg  pfvtci^  and 

cf  a  pomenjjlkl^  Mwdj/^  unremitting  ififluenc^ 

*M  His  e$sf$diaUjf  cmmected  with  seff-imterest, 

'  tmdf^ien  ewem  with  mecessity  *•** 

Nor  is  an  ncytostmiyit  of  the  supply  pretty 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.  ii.  eh.  5.  p.  79* 
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accurately  to  the  demand,  so  uncertain  a  re- 
sult as  it  may  seem  at  first  sight.  ^*  If  we  ana- 
lyze the  supply  of  any  article,  however  gene- 
rally it  may  be  used,  and  however  great  may 
be  the  number  employed  in  producing  it,  we 
shall  see  clearly  how  it  is  done  without  any 
particular  combination  among  the  producers. 
Each  labouring  unconnectedly  in  his  own 
circle,  to  promote  his  own  self-interest,  is 
able  to  equalize  the  supply  with  the  demand  as 
eflTectually,  as  if  he  laboured  in  consequence 
of  a  combination  formed  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose. Let  us  examine  the  supply  of  London, 
or  any  other  market,  with  meat,  which  is  so 
extensive  an  article,  and  depends  on  so  many 
bands. 

.  "Wef*e  a  greater  number  of  bullocks, 
i$heep,  &c.  to  be  brought  to  market,  than  the 
consufi^ption  requires,  buyers  could  not  be 
found.  If  they  are  kept  alive,  their  feed  be- 
cpmes  expensive;  and  as  meat  cannot  be  pre- 
served a  long  time  even  ai  the  coldest  season  of 
the  year,  to  kill  more  than  can  be  immediately 
disposed  of  would  expose  the  butcher  to  cer- 
tain loss.  Thus  both  the  feeder  and  the  butcher 
must  endeavour  to  render  the  supply  no  greater 
than  the  demand,  but  as  nearly  as  possible 
equal  to  it.    Nor  is  this  diffipult. 

"  The  quantity  of  meat  consumed  by  fomi- 
lies  is  very  regular.    These  for  the  most  pait 
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HbUy  from  otie  butcher:  every  butcher,  there- 
•ftjre,  can  calculate  with  tolerable  accuracy 
wimt  he  must  purchase  to  supply  his  regulat 
GuMomers ;  and,  by  means  of  his  usual  sale, 
he  can  guess  pretty  well  at  the  quantity  re- 
qliired  for  chance  or  occasional  buyers.  vThfe 
butcher  thus  knows  with  much  exactness  the 
Bumber  he  must  buy.  The  farmer,  or  feeder, 
again,  is  seldom  obliged  to  sell  on  a  certaih  day. 
He  can  choose  a  week,  or  even  a  month,  eoon^ 
or  later,  as  circumstances  require.  His  object 
is  a  high  price.  If  the  prices  be  low,  he  knows 
the  market  must  be  over-supplied ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  will  wait  a  week  or  two,  and  be  at  the 
expense  of  feeding  during  this  additional  time, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  selling  his  cattle  at 
an  under  value,  or  sending  them  again. 

^*  Prom  his  own  experience,  or  the  practice 
of  hiff  predecessors,  he  knows  the  number 
wMch  it  is  profitable'forhim  to  feed,  both  to 
suit  the  quality  of  his  soil,  and  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  his  farm,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  mar- 
kets to  which  he  usually  sends  them.  The 
stale  regulating  power  of  the  price  and  demand 
operates  through  every  district  upon  each 
feeder  in  his  Kttlc  circle.  Self-interest,  assisted 
by  experience,  thus  makes  the  whole  class  of 
&nners,  though  each  may  be  acting  pretty  un- 
conuectedly  with  respect  to  the  circle  around 
him,  and  indeed  to  all  the  rest,  produce  a 
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sapply  to  the  natiMial  demand  for  meat,  aB.a($> 
curately,  as  if  they  acted  expressly  in  conjuaeh 
tioD^  and  according  %o  a  regular  calGalati<m*v^ 

It  is  thus  evident,  that  the  quantity  of  suhk- 
^stence  is  as  completely  under  the  regnlatipn 
of  man,  as  either  clothing,  housing,  or  any 
other  branch  of  circuland,  and  will  continue  {Sp 
till  (if  such  a  period  should  ever  arrive)  thekuul 
and  waters  cannot  be  made  to  supply  fully  the 
Mdount  wanted. 

The  regulating  power  of  population^  UB4er 
the  influence  of  the  demand,  is  seen  every  where, 
both  with  respect  to  kind  and  quantity.  ^^  The 
fsumer  is  guided,  ae  &r  as  the  nature  of  his 
soil  and  climate  will  permit,  by  the  kind  of 
6ub8istenC6  which  is  in  demand  in  his  iieigh* 
bourhood,  or  in  those  districts  in  which  he 
-finds  a  market.  If  his  chief  demand  be  for 
whrat,  he  directs  his  attention  chiefly  to  the 
production  of  wheat.  In  tho9e  districts,  where 
oats  dre  used  for  bread,  he. will  apply  bim<- 
self  principally  to  <^e  growing  of  oats*  If 
barley  be  eaten  for  bread,  or  if  there  be  a  gneat 
d^nand  for  It  in  his  neighbourhood  for  making 
bear,  be  will  direct  his  attentiw  particularly 
to  barley.  And  when  his  lands  lie  near  a  large 
town,  or  y^Xien  from  the  increluse  of  populatipny 
and  a  c(msequent  increase  of  wealth  and  huoiry 

«  lUpfineu ol Sme»9  B.ii«cli»5.  p.Sl. 
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aoumg  all  ranks,  be  finds  an  increaniif  demand 
f0r  meat^  he,  of  course,  turns  lus  attention 
more  to  green  crops  and  raising  cattle.  In  thiol 
lastcaM,  if  his  &tber,x>r  the  person  who  had  the 
sane  farm,  suppose  of  a  hundred  acres,  twenity 
years  ago^  implied  regularly  about  sixty  acres 
of  it  to  wheat  imd  other  grain^  and  kept  only 
forty  for  pasture,  or  for  growing  clover  and 
turnips,  be  now  uses  fifty-five  or  any  other 
quantity^  for  the  latter  purpose,  and  only 
forty-^ve  for  the  former  to  meet  the  ratio  of 
m^  demaoid.  Perhaps^  however,  in.  many 
«dse8,  from  additional  capital,  and  particularly 
the  additional  manure  which  he  obtains  from 
foecUng  more  cattle,  he  may  rsuse  more  grain  ^ 
on  the  forty-five  acres  than  bis  predecessors  .did 
on  the  sixty. 

^^  Hius  timers,  from  being,  assisted  in 
their  calculations  by  the  number  of  acres  used 
for  different  purposes  by  their  predecessors^ 
and  from  tiieir  own  experience  and  observations 
with  req)ect  to  the  predominant  demands,  be- 
come extremely  accurate  in  adjusting  the  sup- 
jdy  to  tb»  eonsumption  fT 

Were  it  necessary  to  go  into,  particulars  on 
4)tt8  importaait  subject,  the  most  striking  proofs 
and  illustration  of  the  absolute  r^ulating 
fNivw  of  population  ovM'Aubttstenoe  mUght  be 

•  HtifriMif  of  Suie%  &>i.  ck  3.  p.  44a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


76  THE   BEOULATING   POWER  BOOK  Ii;^ 

given.    Indeed  we  cannot  turn  to  any  portion 
of  any  district,  but  we  see  the  regulating  in- 
fluence of  man  operating  as  completely  in  eat- 
ables, as  in  building,  clothing,  teaching,  &c. 
Out  of  numberless  examples  take  one  or  twa. 
The  district  round  London  is  applied  to  raising 
grass  and  culinary  vegetables,  and  why?    To 
supply  the  predominant  demand,  which"  is  for 
milk,  hay,  aud  the  wants  of  the  kitchen;  while 
com  and  cattle  are  easier  brought  from  a  dis- 
tance.    In  the  Western  and  northern  districts 
of  Scotland  they  formerly  gi'ew  chiefly  oats, 
and  in  the  east  lowlands,  barley,  but  seldom 
wheat;  because  the  population  lived  chiefly, 
in  the  one,   on  oaten,  and,  in  the  other,  on 
barley  bread.    Now  they  raise  much  wheat, 
and  they  are  annually  extending  this  crop,  be- 
cause wheaten  bread  is  more  generally  eaten, 
and  the  use  of  it  is  becoming  more  common 
every  year.    We  now  grow  little  rye  in  the 
island,  because  it  is  no  longer  used  except  in 
cei'tain  districts ;  but  it  is  Still  the  predominant 
crop  in  the*  northern  districts  of  Germany,  be^ 
cause  there  the  lower  ranlcs  still  eat  chiefly  rye 
bread.    But  in  every  district,  without  excep- 
tion, is  distinctly  seen  the  regulating  influence 
of  the  demand  and  the  will  of  man. 

And  why  are  cultivators  annually  taking 
waste  lands  into  cultivation,  where  population 
is  increasing  ?    Is  it  not  from  their  voluntary 
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rad^vours  to  regulate  tbe  supply  according  to 
the  incre^ised  demand?  Of  coui^se,  in  this  case, . 
to  raise  the  former  to  the  latter^  just  as  the 
bricklayer  andmissUa  .manufacturer  do, .  when 
there  is  an  increased  demand  for  muslins  or  for 
bricks?  Or  why  does  the  number  of  the  culti- 
Ti^ing  class  increase  with  the  increase  of  pen 
pulatioQ,  ^as  that  of  the  clothing  and  building  * 
classes,  while  the  average  amount  of  their  indi-» 
vidual  exertions  keeps  augmenting  also  ?  Isit 
not  from  the  enlarged  demand  operating  on 
self-intejrest,  and  tempting  a  greater  number 
of  circulators  to  apply  to  husbandry,  as  to 
clothing  or  building? 

The  analogy  is  perfect.  We  see  the  demasid 
for  subsistence  adjusting  the  number  of  the 
cultivators,  and  these,  directed  by  reason  and 
influenced  by  self-interest,  adjusting  the  sup- 
ply to  the  demand  as  completely,  as  in  the 
case,  of  any  other  class  of  circulators  or  sup- 
pliers. 

There  is  an  essential  characteristic  of  man, 
which  distinguishes  him  from  all  other  animals, 
Mid  produces  an  infinite  difference  between  him 
and  th^n,  in  this  point  as  in  most  others. 
That  is  reason.  It  is  the  faculty  which  fits 
liim  to  be  a  regulator,  of  the  supply  of  subsist- 
ence as  of  other  things,  and  ultimately  consti- 
tutes him  completely  so.  Other  animals  reniain 
as  at  first  regulated  in  these  poii^ts,  and  neyer 
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ctfn  become  regtilatoi^^  tlvm^  man  makes 
sotee  of  them  assiiitants  in  regulation.  But  if 
regnlated  at  firit  him^lf^  he  at  length  by 
means  of  tins  wondetfid  fiacidty  becomes  a  com- 
plete regulator.  .  ii.  *  ^ 

^  Food  and  men  mast  have  been  at  least 
eo^vak  A  man  cannot  exist  withottt  food 
IB|bove  a  few  days.  If  we  suppose  tbttfc  man,  at 
his  Arst  existence,  was  placed  on  earth  in  a 
state,  such  as  we  now  And  it  in  those  wpoU 
which  have  not  been  cultivated  by  the  hnman 
hand,  and  that  be  was  not  instinctively  wged 
to  cultivate,  to  rendei:  his  supplies  more  cer- 
tain: in  other  words,  that  he  was  In  the  mere 
hunter's  state,  and  existed  on  what  vegetables 
and  animals  he  ccmld  procure;  then,  unless  the 
supplies  of  nature  were  fully  sufficient  for  the 
existing  population,  the  amount  of  population 
must  be  regulated  by  the  food.  In  such  a 
state  of  society,  man  does  not  tah^  upon  him- 
self to  render  the  supplies  of  subsistence  fiiHy 
equal  to  his  demand.  If  nature,  therefore,  hap- 
pened to  be  niggardly,  or  if,  during  a  long  and 
severe  winter,  the  usual  supplies  could  not  bt 
Obtainedi,  what  little  stores  the  pec^le  might 
have  beforehand  would  soon  be  consumed;  a 
^eat  portion  of  them  would  die  through  abso^ 
lute  want,  and  mortal  weakness  would  be  in- 
troduced into  the  frames  of  most  that  survived 
the  fiunine. 
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^' But  the  moment  man  began  to  cuUivatef 
or  to  give  artificial  fertility  to  soilsy  he  took 
wq^onhim»elfthe  regulation  of  subsistence  accord^ 
tf^  to  the  pcpulatiim.    Aad^  if  we  suppose  \m 
race  not  to  have  beea  origiiiany  by  the  insfHra- 
tion  of  the  Dcity^  or  Uie  instinct  of  their  nature^ 
esltivatorB  or  regulators  ei  s^bsisteace ;  what 
opuld  urge  them  to,  the  attempt  tp  oidtivate,  or 
produce  su^isteace  for  themselves^   but  tha 
pressure  oS  want  from  an  increasing  popular 
tioB?    If  thay  priginaily    subsisted   by   the 
bounty  of  naiture  alone,  and  were  oceasionally 
ngulated  in  their  numbers  by  the  quantity  of 
food  with  which  she  presented  them,  an  iur* 
<»eafle  of  popidation  took  this  regulating  power 
out  of  her  haiids,  and  of  hunters  made  tiiem 
TCgulittors,  m  the  character  of  cultivators  and 
ihqiherds.  Ai|dfirom  the  moment  of  their  com* 
mencing  cultivators^  they  have  continued  fe^ 
fubttors  ever  since.    They  manage  the  native 
fertility   of  earthy  as  well  as  tlie  additional 
lisrtilil^  which  ^hey  tliemselves  create  in  it: 
and  thty  find  ample  means  supplied  them,  by 
nature  and  the  effects  of  inereasing  population^ 
.  fiilly  to  provide  for  any  increase  that  takes  place, 
,  if  tbQr  make  but  a  pn^er  use  of  them  *.*' 

Tbis  great  and  essential  change  in  the  cha^ 
iracter  of  man  has  either  not  been  suflStciently 

^  Hqpphiefs  of  Statea,  B.  ▼!«  ch*  S«  p*  494. 
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attended  .to  by  our  subsistence  theorists^  or  the 
fhll  and  distinct  consideration  of  it  for  a  very 
obvious  reason  avoided-  It  is,  however,  a  point 
of  the  greatest  importance  in.  the  examination 
of  the  subject  in  discussion.  And.it  completely 
overturns  that  theory  to  the  very  basis. 

If  the  huntfer  s  state  was  the  original,  con- 
dition of  man,  his  race  would  be  regulated  by 
the  actual  amount  of  subsistence  produced  sp<m-' 
taneously  by  nature,  or  independently  of  his 
exertions,  provided  the  supply  was  not  beycmd 
the  demand.  In  this  state  he  was  no  more  the 
regulator  of  the  supply,  than  the  licm,  t^e 
tiger,  or  the  wolf.  Like  them  he  was  wholly' 
dependent  on  the  spontaneous  supplies  of 
nature.  If  he  became  next  a  feeder,  before  he 
reached  the  rank  of  cultivator,  in  this  inter- 
mediate state  he  became  partly  a  regulator, 
but  still  in  an  imperfect  degrfee.  For,  though 
he  could  regulate  to  a  certain  extent  the  num- 
ber of  the  animals  which  he  kept,  yet .  th^ir 
feed  depended  on  the  spontaneous  produce,  jof 
nature.  But  when  he  became  a  regular  culti- 
vator, he  became  a  complete  regulator.  The 
whole  of  the  genial  powere  of  nature,  with  all 
the  artificial  stimulants,  were. subjected  to  his 
will.  And  whether  with  respect  to  the  Sub- 
sistence supplied  by  cattle,  and  that  r^equii'ed 
by  them,  or  with  respect  to  those  other  species 
of  food  suited  to  hi$  palate  and  stomach,  with 
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the  exception  of  fish,  be  botild  raise  the  Mppiy^ 
to  the  amount  of  his  wants,  as  conipIetel|F,  as. 
he  eonld  raise  the  supi%  of  houses,  clothing^^ 
and  other  speeies  of  circuland.  /-  )  •,  '  !  ^ 
It  majr^uit  our  subsistence  theorists  to  pasS) 
Bgbtty  over  <fais  great  era  m  the  histoirjrof  maor 
and  this  essential  change  in  his  cfaameier  p^ o*> 
duced  by  the  application  of  his  characteristical 
faculty,  reason ;_ hut. eyeigL- statistician,  who 
wishes  to  learn  the  real  doctrines  of  nature, 

-  on  this  important  topic,  will  give  it  all  the 
serious  attentionT;td:which' St)  is  entitled.  I 
mean,  here,  of  course,  those  portions  of  popu- 
lation,  which  were  originally  in  the  mere 
hunter's  state  arid  emerged  from  it.  If  the 
first  po^ioi^./>f  ^mr  i^aoe  was  eomjpf^dM  c.ulli-* 
vators^  then  readon.and  the  human  "will  directed 
their  operations^  aod  ^consequently,  they  were 
i«g;ulftfy)r$  fii6m  the  beginning.    The  apipuntr 

'  #f  the  dtawnd  woi^d  -be  that  by  which  they 
measurl^d.the  amount  of.  the 'supply. 
-  Butbe^^e  condition  of  the  first  race  of 
men  what  it  may^  Hie  regulating  powei^  pf  ^^Q 
demand  has  beeii^s^e^.as  efieotive  wit|i  r^ect 
po  .subsistence:  in  all  ageSj  and,  in  all  districts^ 
when  mt^ .  have  been  cultivatprsi;  as  with 
reffpect.to  any  other  article  of  supply.  It  also 
operates  at  present,  and  will  .coatint^  to,  .ope« 
fot$  ,un^U,the  eaitt^  is  geoplfeditp  thei  full 
amiHiDt  wbt^h  it  ^an  sub$ist.    And  fvop),t% 
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increMe  it  oapitai  und  skilly  Wfaioh  wnfimnly': 
qmnpB  from  the  increaae  of  populatkmy  tlw 
more  populous  a  couoAky^  tbe  more  deiykit 
will  be  the  adjustment  of  the  supply  t»  H» 
demand>  iii  sabsirtenice  as  in  other  articles: 
that  iA,  tte  moreeompletef^  regntalin^  po«^ 
ofpopniatmi. 


CHAPTER  n. 


TBB  «BOUIATI|«a  POWER  ATTRIBUTED  tO 
0U9SI8TENCR. 

Mr.  Maltfaus  evidently  attribnte§  a  dan* 
pktely  regulating  power  to  snlMsMsiee  ovof 
population^  or^  in  bis  own  words^  a  powsr  ^  to 
keep  the  latter  down  to  the  levd  at  the 
former."*  That  is^  the  mpffy  HtgtiiBtM  tb# 
demand  in  the  case  of  snbsistened;  Ibr  idbu 
sistence  is  the  supply  idtb  i^e^>ect  to  {k^u** 
lation^  the  tmnts  <^  whkh  forad  the  demand. 

Let  us  examine  thefi  on  what  grounds  h« 
has  set  aside  one  et  the  dearest  taws  of  Aatnr^ 
in  ft^case^  in  which  it  is  eiiforoed  Hot  Merely  by 
pnAif  but  also  by  strict  nedesi^ty;  iiay^  Iks 
tuaHy  Tevwsed  ifc     . 

It  is  surprisiiig,  that  Mtr.  Mattfani  «mX 
athers  who  have  i&cusiied  the  tbpicti  WMA 
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ante  oul  of  the  relative  cgiiiie»ma  between 
poiNilatiO»aibd  mbeUteaee,  haye  not  stated  the 
ndbyeeliA  thie^pcMAfiof  vrnw.  The  great  qnes- 
ttai  at  iMiie  Mes  in  this  very  thing;  And  I 
¥tiitmmt»aflrm,  that  the  man  who  was  not 
Hmnmi^f  wmre  of  that  nnvecsal  law  of, 
natare  in  all  branobes  of  drenland^  the  regtt- 
Utimg  poweir  of  the  cteiaaad^  was  incompetent 
fUiy  aad  fiyrly  to  disensa  the  ijoestioa  witk 
rMpect  t»  pqpHlatkA  and  sid>sis(ence  adiordix^ 
t»  the  aot«ial  causes  and  fenlts  in  natare*  Or 
ifhe^Was  fnlly  offUff^of  Hy  and  did  not  try  the^ 
qpMMion  with  an  wfirtm  ttteMmee  to  thia  ktw^ 
hamiiist  show  more  rtgmd  inr  aome  tbeMetic^l 
cbfrntt^  thaaiMrtiMerpusgma^wimd  itatWf 
tical  scienee. 

Mr.  MaUbna  baa  not  pmt  the  qoastioft  on 
tUi  iiana^  thau|^  with  respect  to  mm,  wbo 
iira  hvmg  endowed  with  reason^  aod  who  adr 
jMtetha  si^>pfyto  the  demand^  it  cannot  be 
jbUf  discnased  ni^oa  any  other.  Does  popula- 
tion legidate  sabtistenee.?  or  snbsUtmce  popiw 
lation?  That  is^  IiitbeeaBeof  eatables^  doe& 

•  m  wy|a»fot  As  (pMicitfm<irte^ 
]|ii  BMtir  Oft  Ui^Priiieyle  of  Aq^dstioD,  to  see  whether  he 
woidd  at  length  take  the  bull  by  the  homs^  and  fairly 
diaciMf  the  qoestion  with  a  reference  to  the  regulating  loir 
te  nature,  the  law  ofth$,4enf€nd.  BttC  aCilllMr haa  aifoldi^ 
U  1  m,iUetA,w$tf€et^ktii1i^wmUk  Bat  rfwi9.4wlui« 
Iwmtienlefrots  tado  il  A^  liiBi« 
m2 
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the  demand  regulate  the  supply^  as  in  other' 
things,  or  the  supply  regulate  the  demand  ^    • 
This  is  the  view  which  has  been  expirevly 
taken  of  it  in  the  Happiness  of  States  s  *  and' 
whatever  be  the  answer^  it  eertmnlytendevt  tlie^ 
subject'  intelli^ble  and   easy,  and  refers -t^r 
whole  to  actual  causes  and  'facts.  •  But  Mr.i 
Malthuii^s  mode  of  diiscttsdin^' the  subject  acrte«B' 
ft'ond  a  theoretical  assumption,  which  he  hitd 
ncH;  proved;  and  is  certainly   not  tr^   With* 
res^t  l&'tokhy  By^  thi»  ^dso^'h6'i^rokl•  tkmi 
gi^bd  'qti^6tii(Mi/I&  uM  population '<^piMe  of 
raising  the  Supply  ^«  silblfetence,  as  o^»o«bc^> 
thing«j  td'the^lftnount  ifif  the  demand ^  andy  on! 
iMre  fheoi^^lfeiiV  gvn«atdi»;  takes  4ftie*op^oii«efer 
granted. 

"''  Had1i«Wewedtbe-silb}ec*  ii«ith*a  i^eference 
t^'tfte'V^lAting  laW'clf'4be^d€«riantt,  as  ha»r 
beeti'l(Jc^e^*y  the  "author  bt  the*  Happiness' of 
StatSiS^yWIs  ttotlhipro'bable  but  Jie  would? hate' 
come't^  the^^jame  <M)Mltifefion  with  that  author., 
rf'  b^c/v^  him  at  1^  to  sbbw  diMinctlyiiat 
settihg' diit;  "that  the  law 'did^not,  br  could  not 
operate  with  resp^t  to  the  food  of  man.    He 
has  chosen  not  lx>  do  so^  aid  wey  theWfere, 
ask  whdt  is  his  pleh  for  reversing  the  tew-  of 
i^ture  \ntli  regpiect  to  subsistence. 
/     The^tatjftipian  will  be  apt  d  priori  to  think' 
k  fttvange  aaid  very  dQnbtfi4»  that,  natuire  should 
abrogate  her  uwtrlaw  solely  ia^^  oast^  in  ^idiMi^ 


^  '» 
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the  comfort  and  evfin  the  eidstence  of  her  sons 
required  more  than  in  any  other,  that  it  should 
esifit;  or  that  man  should  not  have  it  in.hift 
power  to  r^ftilate  the  supply  of  the  most  nec^ 
sary  of  all  tfaingS)  subsistenice^  according  to  th^ 
deipand;  though  he  possessed  it  .amply  with 
r^spieet  to  aH  other  things.  But.  if  suph  ai^ 
ahrogation  has  in  tact  taken  place^  or  ity^ 
law  of  fiature  with  respect  to  demand  and 
supply  be  reversed^  m  the  case  of  subsist^qe^ 
where  is  the  proof  of  this^  or  how  does  th^ 
supply  manage  the  r^ulating  power  with  re^ 
q)ect  tQ  it,  which  the  demdnd  manages  so  com-* 
plately  with  respect  to  other  things  ?      . 

.  The  demand  iir  its  r^^lating  operation  acts 
both  ^reptly  and  indirectly.  The  direct  regu- 
latiDg  power  is  not  attributed  by  Mr.  Mal^hus 
loathe  supply  coccept  in  a  few  cases,  in  which  it 
tmqiiestionitbly  has  a  most  direct  aqd  dreadful 
regttltitiiig  power^ ,  or  actual  famines.  The  in-" 
direct  ^regulating  power  is  thus  e^i^ned  gene- 
rally't  '^  The  immediate  check  may  be  stated 
to  consist  in  all  those  customs  amd  all  those 
(llseases^  which^seem  to  be  gen^tited  by  a  scar^* 
eifiy  of  the  means  of  subsistence ;  and  all  those 
causes,  independent  of  this  scarcity^  whether  of 
a. moral  or  physical  nature,  which  tend  prema- 
turely   to  weaken    and  destroy  the    human 

.  *  EutLj.  on  the  Principle  of  Popdation,  B.  i.  ch.  2.  p.  17. 
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The  iMter  oainm  beiag  indqiendeiit  of  the 
iiippofied  scarcity,  as  bas  been  already  observed^ 
4o  not  affect  the  qnestiaii  under  discnsmn. 
Hie  mfluence  of  svibsisteiice  in  ebeokiog  and 
fegtilating  p<^kitkm  is  foaod,  in  certaiii 
customs  and  diseases,  which  seem  to  be  gene- 
rated by  a  scarcity  of  it.  Tliis  genenil  or  nai- 
Tenal  scarcity  of  the  means  of  subsistence  amid 
such  vast  tracts  of  uncultivated  and  imperfect 
ddtivated  land  every  where,  certainly  appeam 
to  be  a  thing  of  very  equivocal  enstenoe,  even 
on  the  first  view  of  the  subject.  To  prove  fts 
enitence,  however,  Mr.  Malthus  has  taken  a 
survey  of  the  state  Gi  most  of  the  leading  €Oibh 
tries,  both  in  ardent  and  modem  times,  with 
ret^ect  to  population  and  subsistence. 

Of  this  survey  I  have  no  desire  t»  ipeak 
slightingly.  Scmie  portions  of  it  are  valuable, 
particularly  the  personal  report  of  the  state  of 
Norway.  %e  fiAds,  however,  wee  evidently 
cuQed  by  a  tbeorist  who  had  only  one  object  in 
^dew;  and  there  is  'such  a  perpetual  evident 
attempting  to  adjust  them  to  the  dieMy  of  the 
surveyor,  that  the  stetistician  demurs,  aad  is 
in  doubt  how  far  he  can  dqieod  npam  them,  or 
make  use  of  them  wMi  safety* 

Wm  readers  will  all  allow,  that  he  has  been 
indefatigable  in  c«e  point:  in  hunting  for 
human  misery.  In  the  chase  he  has  been  emi« 
nently  sisceessfid,  at  kas^  in  finding.    Most  <tf 
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ibOBf  bo«reter,  will  be  difepoeed  to  tfaiiik  that 
Im^  km  borrow^  both  tbe  eye  and  fency  of  the 
I^OpeL  Determined  to  find  what  he  wanted,  he 
hm  fnt^wentfy  seen  it  where  it  dad  not  exiat^ 
•ad  en^||;erated  it  wtiere  it  did.  In  shorty  ^ 
world;  thrdngfa  all  its  nooks,  was  perhaps  never 
to  sncoeasfiiny  rommaged  before  by  any  theo>- 
jrist  for  any  f^orposd. 

What  then  is  the  result  of  this  statistical 
surv^,  as  fiur  as  the  sobject  under  examinati<m 
is  concerned  r  I  confine  the  question  here  to 
aubsietetce.  Hie  question,  as  it  respects  em^ 
{ibyment  and  weakfa,  will  be  afterwards  par^ 
ndady  diadiisstd.  AU  that  we  learn  from  itis^ 
4hat  population  and  subsistence  keep  nearly  at 
each  other's  level.  These  was  no  need  fisr 
juakiag  a  tour  either  of  ancient  or  modem 
^Bounlicies  to  ascertata  this  fiict,  more  than 
liiere  was,  to  find  out,  that  houses,  clothings 
4kc«  wrae  OB  a  level  with  population.  He  might 
have  remained  at  home  as  for  as  this  object  ^ 
.ocmcemed,  and  it  would  have  bera  folly 
l^ronted  to  him.  Frcun  the  great  law  of  nature, 
ike  $mwerMify  regmlating  power  of  the  demand, 
tim  tquyibrinm  must  necessarily  be  the  av^  . 
lage'nsiilt  in  all  countries  in  the  cultivated 
jrtate^  whether  ancient  or  modem,  whether 
tUnly  or  thidkly  peopled. 

His  own  surveys^  excepdng  those  of  regicms 
inhabited  by  men  who  are  not  in  the  state  of 
a  4 
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cultivators,  &re,  Id  fact,  all  decidedly  a^tntist 
bis  theory. '  Is  there  a  country  peopled  by  mea 
who  are  in  that  state,  in  which  there  is  not«tiU 
a  great  abundance  of  the  means  of  additional 
subsistence  in  store  ?  Why  then,  in  the  course 
of  so  many  ages,  has  not  population  risen  fully  to 
those  means  of  subsistence,  or  till  it  eiehaust^ 
them?  A  deficiency  of  these  means,  of  which 
th6re  is  a  confess^ed  superabundance  every 
where,  cannot  surely  be  the  cause. 

The  result  of  the  survey  of  earth  is  tiris  c 
Tltroughout  all  her  regions,  f&r  none  of  dmf  ca?- 
tent  can  be  excepted,  after  the  lapse  not  of  hun^ 
.dreds,  but  of  thousands  of  years,  there  is  not 
found  one,  in  which  population  has  at  all  ap^ 
ptobiched  the  limits  of  the  subsistence,  which  it 
lis  capable  of  producing.  How  then  can  it  be 
possible,  that  it  is  a  general  deficiency  of  snb^ 
sistence,  which  has  checked  the  progress  of 
population?  The  argument  is  brief,  bttt  it  is 
perfectly  decisive.  ■    ' 

It  is  said,  that  though  there  was  an  excess 
^f  the  means  of  subsistence  beyond  the  actual 
quantum  of  population,  these  were  not  called 
forth.  What  does  this  prove  ?  Why  were  they 
not  called  forth?  Is  it  necessaiy  that  these 
additional  means  should  be  brought  to  the 
barn-yard  by  the  farmer,  to  the  mill  or  to  the 
shambles  by  the  miller  or  the  butcher,  or  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHA».iL    Arnai»n'j»  to  submlstsncs.         89 

the;cpQk.to the  table^  in  oieder  to  make  men 
populate  additionally  ?    The  additional  means 
of  ftubsistencie  in  these  countries  were  in  store^ 
ready  to  meet  the  demand  jost  as  they  were  in 
the  bade  aettiementa  of  America.    And  had 
the  same  demand  for  food  existed,  with  the 
same  deidency  of  demands  for  other  articles^ 
as  in  those  settlements  and  other  new  colonies^ 
the  same  proportion  of  hands  would  have  been 
empk>yed  to  bring  this  embryo  subsistence  into 
mature  existence ;  and  the  same  supply  would 
haye  been  produced  till  the  whole  store  was 
eifaausted.    But  this  store  has  been  implied  to 
much  more  sparingly  in  most  countries ;  and^ 
therefore,  no  such  demand  existed. 

We  shall  now  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
jnatness  of  the  following  conclusions  as  far  as 
we  can  understand  them. 

"  Must  it  not  then  he  acknowledged  by  an 
attentive  exmniner  of  the  histories  of  mankind, 
that  in  every  age  and  in  every  state  in  which 
BMm  has  esdsted,  or  does  now  exists 

^^  The  increase  of  population  is  neoessarify 
Hottted  by  the  means  of  subsistence : 

"  Population  invariably  increases  when  the 
means  of  subsistence  increase,  unless  prevented 
by  powerful  and  obvious  checks  ? 

^^  These  checks,  and  the  checks  which  keep* 
the  population  down  to  the  level  of  the  means 
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I  benre  no  wirii  to  cwp;  bttt  I  iMst  db^ 
•tmrei  that  tUn  conoliudan,  importaBt  aa  it  ii 
iBteadedtobe^is,  atwual,  looadj  aad  iodw^ 
tinotfy  CKpvcBsad.  What  ia  to  be  mdaiatood 
by  die  trnmm  ^mbmMtntm  P  Is  it  tbe  ammmt 
of  food  actitaiiy  pro Jaccd  each  attiaon?  Or  ia 
it  the  wfaofoof  the  subBiataioe,  wbidi  mail  haa 
the  raeana  of  drawing  from  the  wcOly  or  botii 
that  actually  drawn^  and  that  irhich  ha  eo/M 
dnm  bedhe  a  deaMad  for  the  whole?  Agahit 
whether  are  wie  to  undoataiul  by  dw  taran 
^mUm  nerelf  booaded^cr  regtilatod? 

If  by  this  CQiiclasioa  be  meant  imly^  that 
there  must  be  a  suffioient  qoastity  of  Babiiiat» 
eace  t^  feed  popiilatioa>  diia  sapient  doctrine  is 
a  tnmm»  whiafa  has  only  to  be  atated  to  ha 
admitted,  fiat  if  it  be  ioteaded  to  affirm^  aafal 
probable,  that  the  actual  quantky  of  snbsistaana 
limibn  or  regalaites  tibt  actual  amount  of  popu- 
lation, this  can  only  be  affirmed  of  cartaiii 
jihates  of  population,  such  as  the  hunter's  state^ 
before  flwa  becomes  a  cultivator^  or  die«tate  of 
a  nation,   wbieh  is  labouring  under  actual 

**BM]r  ott  the  IVlAclpl^  of  FbfMdatiea,  B.  iL  «h.  IS. 
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fisame^  or  of  tliB  90tail  yopnlilMi  ^'  tarlfa^ 
riMNdd  k  reoi^k  m  pitdi,  bcjoad  HFUeh  4d» 
mniMat  feed  any  luMitkNi.  lUs  imt,  by  tht 
way,  nuqr  be  oiiMdeBed  M  a  state  of  uahniel 
aad  eeutant  fiuniw,  and  would  be  a  etate 
somewhat  anilar  to  that  in  which  the  udbsiaU 
eape  tiieery  mppoeeB  man  always  to  be.  Bat 
wiA  TCspeot  to  those  m^^ons  in  which  man  is  a 
cahiyator,  and  which  have  not  reached  their 
eeaspleiBent,  and  with  some  slight  exception^ 
this  inehides  all  the  districts  of  earth,  the  ^ 
daotion  is  fialse.  Popobtfon  is  no  more  limited 
by  the  means  of  sii>astence,  than  by  the  means 
of  clothing  and  of  lodging.  Indeed,  the  am^ 
slnastt  reverses  the  sesult  of  nature,  and  pntl 
theeSecifbrtliecanse.  In  all  those  coantrics 
tha  merease  of  sid»stence  is  necessarily  limited 
bgF  the  increase  of  popntetion.  The  regnlatiqg 
power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  latter.  It  is  guided 
by  the  demand ;  that  demand  consists  of  the 
wante  of  popnlaticm.  And  the  regulation  i% 
wpoQ  thewhcrfe,  asccunpleto  as  the  human  wilj^ 
Sided  or  ooonteracted  by  the  various  circuaib- 
alaaoes,  amid  wldch  it  has  to  oporato,  ean 
jnake  it. 

The  &cts  ef  all  countries,  when  impaiv 
liaUy  ooKidered,  and  stript  of  all  theoreticaL 
dress,  join  to  prove  that  there  is  a  p^petuat 
tendeaey  to  an  average  adjustment  of  subsift- 
to  the  demand.     Iliere  is  occastcmally 
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iratber  a  superabuncfimce^  and  .  oceasionally 
rather  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  subsistence^ 
a&  in  die  supply  of  housing  and  clothing ;  but 
there  is  on  the  whole^  as  accurate  an  adjust- 
ment of  the'  supply  of  food,  as  in  these  otiij^ 
two  leading  articles.  '  Indeed,  when  we.consider 
the  immense  number  of  circuli^tors  labouring 
in  the  production  of  it,  and  often  with  very  di£* 
ferent  Views,  and  upon  how  many  contingenaes 
the  quantity  of  the  supply  (depends,  the  accu- 
racy of  this  supply  appears  wonderful.  Nothing 
could  affect  it  but  the  regularity  of  the  demand* 
^  No  proof  whatever  on  the  other  hand  has 
been  aflforded  of  an  universal  tendency  on  the 
average  to  a  limitation  from  a  deficiency  oi: 
scarcity  of  the  means  of  subsistence.  It.  wa« 
indispensably  necessary  to  prove  this,  or  no- 
thing was  gained  in  support  of  the  subsistence 
theory.  Far  from  this,  the  reverse  is  incontest- 
ably  true.  As  has  been  ah^eady  observed,  no 
cbuntiy  or  district  of  any  extent  but  contained 
additional  sources  of  subsistence :  none  were 
peopled  even  to  near  the  extent  to  which  they 
possess  these.  If  there  were  any  limitation 
from  any  average  scarcity  of  actual  subsistence, 
why  were  mqre  of  the  uncultivated  lands,  which 
were  in  all  cases  in  such  abundance,  not  put  in 
a  state  <rf  cultivation  ?  There  were  hands  enow 
to  do  this  necessary  work,  and  the  demand 
would  have  fully  repaid  them.      But  these 
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abundant  resooFees  were  left  untouched/  Tbff9> 
was,  therefore,  nolfamtation  derived  from  tbe^ 
means '  of-  subsistence. . 

•    Tttts  feet,  I  faaye  to   repeat,^  is  decisire 
agldnBt  all  UmUing  power  actually  ^stitig  ia^ 
stfbsiMenee.    And  the  deductioiir  is  ctear^  thatt 
ihtkeAs  nothing  controlling  or  paramount  ati^^r 
subsistence  which  takes  the !  reg<klati]pg  ^power 
nit  xifthe .  hands  of*  the  cnltlitiitdr  more  than 
tMris  11^  i4  aiBQr  bther  artibfe^  the  Mpply  c^  which*^ 
is  dqpemient  oh  the  will* 

^f'^jfCfiiPiptdatibn  ttwariabbf  increases,  tn^^) 
Me^^means  qf'^tsistenoe  iiicrea^yunhss  pre^t 
vented  iy  powerful  and  cbvious  ehedei'-     ' 

'  '  Add  so  it  increases  whto  lod^g  orrdotlK 
iog  increases.  i\  Ibis  Ijkewis^,  in  one  i^i9e>  ate 
teastito  ft  cevtam  ektent,  is  a  mere  tralwi^ 
The  gneafter  th^  dumbev  of  m&ttibs,  the  greater, 
the  quantity  df  c  ifood.  will  tbey  cdnsuta^ ;  and, 
of:  course^  the  gt^ateift  wiU  be  the  qUabtity  pi^; 
pared' for  them.  .  The  eonqlu^it^  in  this  sense^^ 
amorintstd  n<Ahii]^  in  favour  of  the  Sidisi9teni;e; 
tbeory.  For  Jk>w  does  it  fi)Uow  fropi  this  foot/ 
thai  the  increase  6i  the  fiuhsistettp^  ii^the  capse,: 
and  not  tfaer  ^flbet^  of  the  inoreaefe  of  p^puta^ 
tun,  oKHfe'^han'  from  ^a  corresponding.  jiv»: 
eteasrof  UcMUSuig'anil  cIotiu«g^,  that  tbty  ans: 
the  cause  of  its  increase  ? 

, .  Mr.  Malthus  has  ad^ecl  ah  explanatory  note ; 
but  this,,  ipstj^,  pC  .Jihrowing  K^ht  pr  certainty. 
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ovttr  bis  WOTwmg;  fiiahcs  it  non  dmrk  aadi ' 
di«btM,.aiid  Rnders  addltBuial  fTplmrntinm 
8tiU  more  necessary.  ^'  By  aa  mcceise  w  tiw! 
flMSMft  df  MbsktNtoe^  as  tiie  expreadon  is*  used 
litre,  is  alwttjv  Bseuit  swh  aftirorease  as  thar 
dUMol  tivs  pcpolMiaii  can  aommandr  oIImih 
wise  it  ea»  be  of  no  ayaMiitt encouraging  aaiai*' 
CMueot  poapla  ♦.** 

This  expIanatio«9  iai  one  scase,  somui  te> 
Mk  iv  witli  lile  dbeOtiiie  naiiitmid  by  Mh; 
Gray^  whicb^  by  tbe  way,  is  a  coiacidBnatr  ptXM 
dued  by  moM  tfaKB  one  of  Mr.  lfdthi»*a  ex- 
phmatiMs  aoA  IfaDitation;    K  by  tba 
^^  such  an  incMisr  la  Ae^  saeana  of  i 
aa  tha^mass  of  pi^NdaliDK  ant  comraaMi^!*  be 
Ataat  amnathuig  eqiwraleatto  aiirmsfcaat  ofi 
mmi^ioyimot'  smomg  cAreofaiton^  ai  suah  a  Jhi( 
prior  as  will  aoiMa  a  laasriarf  pair  te  ted  4 
iSn^  #atbev  batten  ii^  4i(iierWDiid8^>dM  Monrasn 
f99t^ Mkm$tK$M  fft^f,  bml0f  ihn  mtmm  ^ 
jMifidAaMig  ft^  tAMtis,  Mcom^rf*-^ 
alttaee,  aa  Air  as  H  goeiy  l)as 
toflaeMs  m  pcomatipy  man-i^ga   This.  i%  iai 
&et^apartof«bedMtriBaf  of  Bfr.Gmy;    IH 
liowiif'ui,  ki^adaa  the  wbote  af  hnswrtotwpfny 
f»^  vitmt  aad  ta  eooAna:  tUa  iuiauice  Mr 
Ibod  •hMe^iainogrMet;    'SbmutUkj  BoaaA* 

^  Efsaj^Yol.  ii.  B.  iu  ch.  IS.  p.  Sl& 
f  The  influence  whi(^  the  increase  of  populmtlon  has  oa 
augmeuimg  income^  ifc  irimitdy^WMi^rSfid'  fa  B»ok  in 
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ihg  tdtbe  HappneM  of  fitsUt.*,  imu  Mif 
aboufc  SO  per  omt  ia  iMwekeq^ng  amoi^^  tks 
gveM  nsM  of  Britood^  in  their  pvesmit  oiieai*- 
s^anoeft ;  bttt  it  nmy  reacb  fbrtf  or  ifty  ttBiotty 
t)R  k>«ret  clttwon.  It  mll^  tlMrafan,  ham  a» 
iitftaeoec  mmmtg  thMO  m  thut  pnpwtioa.  U 
is^  tbo  Tfhole  of  hotthotpipg,  irtteh  tbow 
pairs,  who  think  at  aU  thiis;pradtntly,  iakm 
itfto  cmaidermtimi. 

Bat,  though  what  Mr.  GrajraAmsbetm^ 
Mat  abaodanoa  of  aoiplDymcttt  at  a  Mr  price 
pMmMCB  eatiy  iliarriag^  men  abnqiaaca  il 
aiteiatetice  by  bo  raeaifl  wdfemdy  opemlas  •• 
h^emMy.  Whea  a«oaqiMitd  with  a  ill 
«r  price,  awl  a  eaanigmul  liftnhiwli—  <rf 
ploymeat,  it  hae  a  atron|p  ocntravy  ii 
Of  this  w«  bad  a  proof  too  a0vetcl]r:Ml 
la  the  year  iai5^  ^e»  the  aiwailahiiflaMcai 
hf  lnwoiteg  the  jajceof  aofcaiatenfle,.aod^^ 
«pime^  hMeoing  the  proiia  of  tkmiarmtt  w^ 
W  nieaai  of  gitnigeiapioyniiaitj  aonoHaa  Ike 
aagea  of  hli  people,  hadperhapeaa 
tfele  aa  iaftneaoo  iigaiagi  ■larriiy  i^  ae  tlio  t 
eityoflSM. 

;     Bui^  though  the  iwnne  te 
omptoyaKat^  m  Urn  iomtm  of 
taadatDpioniotoauorriayi,  yetthoptijaci  ef 

♦  '  r  * 
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eaqiiojmmt  Aid  ot  climate,  m  cohsBtitutiMnl 
temperaraont^  a  ^fnoater  ror  fans,  ^degteeu  of 
hxBmrfj  and  ao  ficnrdK  H  this  were  wbat  is 
iMant  by  the  limitation  ^^  unkss  pceveated  by 
povrecftil  aad  dl}¥ious:obedQ6/'  it  would  be  oor- 
fdct,  bat  thifyare  stated  to  be  ^^  mocal  rastvaint^ 
B^  and  misery."  In  this  description  there  is 
tbeoretioal  armogement  than  fhct,.  and 
more  technical  nicety  than  either  real  distinct* 
pms  or  accuraisy. 

^.  But  :in  dcertam  4Sises»  tlie  .means  of  subaiat^ 
tooe  jsyvf'  bet  kicreased>  and  yet  popnktioii 
deccoase.  Indeed,  tUa  imiformly  happens 
#Jien  pK^palatiea  does.gviibaek..  The  iaeans  of 
MdNUttenee  A»  the  iSMw>.btti>thfi  j>eynlation  is 
Me  Ak  Jess  Ttodnced.  U  we  examine  these 
Ul^  (ioepled  icbatnols  of  aneient  times  now 
}»'  to  jmrfat  fau^hi  etatlB  efadicdinisbed  popu-* 
hrifin^  rir  rlwi  roieisniTJ  nr  tftr  mnr^  sate  of  those 
popuk)uaitowMi,'«rfaMi  IwLve  ealtheap  sank  toa 
ii^9Ki&rioDaiyaeRmt..of  peofia^  oi'thavec|psapi- 
peesied  aiftqgi^lpr,  ifp'tadjhf  mems  of  ^^ 
Mrtsvastts  AbfugKlaiit  ma  perhaprever  they  were, 
and  yet  the  actual  population  .is  reduced 
lAiMteifflaieetethei  out  UJbth  of  whJBtt  it^ras 
ftfolof^^ '  i^liilatiaQ;  ata  SbW  year^'ooidd  make 
Iheseuiieeiis  .astiictiHiUyi  pioddotive  again,,  as 
toraiedy*  i^d  yetipqpulttion  has  no  teadeu^ 
whatever  from  this  .circumstance  to  rise  to  the 
former  amounts  i  Ifidfl^db*  pit)bably  in  mo^  in- 
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ftMces,  amid  their  pra^ot  drcamstaooes^  tbcp 
k  no  teodeDcy  to  increase  whatever. 

<  3.  *^  Th^se  checks  and  th€  checks  which 
keep  the  popuUithn  down  to  the  level  of  mih 
sistence  are  moral  restraint^  vice,  and  misery.** 

This  is  mere  theoreticid  imagination  and 
technicality.  The  principle  which  it  impliee, 
as  lias  been  fidly  shown^  is  not  merely  not 
proved,  but  is  contrary  to  the  principle  actually 
operating  in  nature.  Subsistence  has  no  level 
of  its  oum.  Its  amount,  depends  entirely  upon 
the  amount  of  population.  And  population  i« 
constantly  employed  in  raising  the  former 
amount  to  the  amount  of  its  wants  or  of  the 
Remand:  that  is^  in  raising  subsistence  to  its  own 
level.  In  the  attempt  to  accomplish  this  great 
object,  with  some  oecasional.  and  local  excep- 
tions arising  from  actual  famine,  caused  by  cir* 
cumstances  which  it  has  not  the  skill  or  means 
of  controUiag,  it  is  uniformly  successfol. 

Thus  the  general  conclusions  which  Mr. 
Malthus  draws  from  bis  statistical  survey  of  the 
woiid,  are  either  incorreet^  or  do  not  at  aH 
prove  the  r^^ulating  power  of  subsistence.  If 
it  were  necessary^  it  could  be  shown  that  his 
particular  details  in  many  cases  are  fitr  firom 
being  secure  against  animadversion ;  but  it  is 
/infficient,  in  the  present  discussion^  to  have 
refuted  his  general  conclusions. 

If  e  has  completely  foiled  in  establishing  an 
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iihiversal  deficiency  of  subsistence!,  w  acfbsil 
limitation  created  by  it.  Noi^  has  he  eMier 
ihowii  how  such  a  deficiency  dan  poiteibly  exist 
utider  th6  regulating  flower  of  the  deniand^  or 
the  tnanner  in  which  it  operates  to  regulate  the 
^tnount  of  population. 

In  the  following  preliminary  passage^  h^ 
ias  put  a  case  by  way  of  illustration.  ^  We 
;Will  suppose  the  meanii  of  subsistettce  m  any 
country  just  equal  to  th6  easy  support  of  its  in- 
habitants. The  constant  efibrt  towards  popula- 
tion, which  is  found  to  act  evto  in  the  most 
Vicious  societies,  indreases  the  number  of  people 
before  the  means  of  subsiiMence  are  increased. 
*rhe  food,  therefore,  which  before  supported 
eleven  millions,  must  now  be'  dirided  among 
deven  miflions  and  a  half.  The  poor  tonse- 
quently  must  Uve  muc^  worse,  and  many  of 
them  be  reduced  to  Severe  distress  *•'' 

This  is,  as  tlsual,  a  very  loose  statietoent  Of 
a  case  very  Unlike  any  thing  in  real  Hfe.  tlow 
has  this  half  inillioh  in  elevto  got  the  Atart  of 
siibisisteilce  except  in  circumstances  of  actual 
famine?  ^  A  large  additional  quantity  of 
population,**  says  Mr.  Gray,  '^  is  not  brought 
into  existence  in  a  day.  EVen  when  the  rate  of 
increase  ils  the  most  rapid,  it  keeps  gradually 
advancing,  and  allows  time  for  the  Cultivator 
by  greater  exertions,  either  in  extending  the 
width  of  cultivation,  by  taking  in  hew  lands,  or 

*  Enay^  voL  L  B.  i.  di.  2.  p.  37« 
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icjrtifiamg  wove  ^feotiydy  tl^e  9ld^  to  mi^Xy  its 
wcfettfling  iraoAa*/' 

This  is  evidenlly  t}»  woiiinak  fact^  Mwnji 
«xcl«^Kiig  Inaine:  and  fiumwi,  I^j  t^  Y^fU'^ 
imuki  SQw  bayie>  dMtroya^  tbf  feftlf  wi^Hiop^  W 
reduced  the  population  to  the  8Wlbii|stieiiiQ«. 
How  oootd  p^idaAktt^  i«  i(»  wcr«Kb|9  40  ftur 
ineUstrip  the  inereaae  of  thO:  9iipply  q£  s«bM«l^ 
ence,  in  any  cotinlry,  wUh  there  eem^^  c^Mir 
tional  meant  of  sn^y>  either  ia  its  owii  tftusit- 
ioiy,  or  ia  atb««  with  wlueh  it  was  oounaote^  ^ 
There  is,  on  the  whole,  always  an  advance  19 
ithe  supply  (rf*  a  year  or  two  beyond  the  aot^al 
.demand  of  populal&}o«  '*  The  latter  \b^  fyr 
ibe  most  part,  on  an  average  of  ail  the  dis- 
tricts connect^  nationally  or  commercially, 
somewhere  between  a  year  and  a  quarter  aod 
two  yeai?  before  the  fonner.  But,  on  that  aye- 
rage,  sttbsttft^Eioe  seeros  seldom  to  i^ach  above 
a  year  beyond  population :  and  perhaps  never, 
since  the  impvovod  system  of  agricuUvire  was 
introduced  into  Enmpe  and  that  part  of  Ame- 
rica whidi  speaks  the  Britksh  iaoguage,  has  it 
felleft  baclc^  nearer  to  population^  tbaa  a 
quarter  of  a  year's,  advance^  in  this  rai\ge  of 
dlstriotsf-" 

♦  Happiness  of  Sutes,  B.  vi.  ch.  3.  p.  iST.  See  what 
follows  with  respect  to  the  rate  of  doubling  even  in  fifteen 
years,  the  highest  possible  in  extensive  masses  of  population. 

t  Id.  B.  vi,  di,  2.  p.  i83.  .   . 
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Out  of  this  adyance,  therefore,  any  increase 
of  population  during  the  seascm  can  draw  its 
subsistence.  The  palpable  increaite  in  the  de- 
mand would  cerate  upon  the  former  and  im- 
porter to  supply  more  liberally*  And  this  we 
know  is  the  general  fact. 

On  quitting  this  branch  <tf  the  discussion  I 
have  to  observe,  that  had  Mr.  Maltlius,  or  any 
other  writer,  chosen  to  maintain,  that  popular 
tion  was  regulated  by,  or  kept  down  to  the  level 
of  clothing,  of  lodging,  or  any  other  species  of 
circuland,  he  might  have  made  the  same  tour, 
and  found  the  same  result  in  all  countries  and 
districts  of  countries,  with  respect  to  clothes^ 
,  houses,  or  the  rest,  as  with  respect  to  subsist- 
ence, or  the  amount  of  these  agreeing  with  the 
amount  of  population :  and  for  the  same  reas<m. 
All  depend  alike  on  the  human  will,  and  the 
adjustment  of  population.  These  supplies  are 
all  found,  on  the  average,  nearly  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  demand:  occasion^y  a  fittle 
higher  or  a  little  lower  than  this ;  but  on  the 
'whole  a$  accurately  adjusted  to  it,  as  is  practi- 
cable. Indeed  the  subsistence  theorist  has  only 
to  substitute  housing  or  clothing  for  the  limit- 
ation, and  he  will  find  the  argument  equally 
^good,  and  conclusive. 
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CHAPTER  ni. 

THI  NATURAL  TB^OMNCY  TO   AN  AVBHACUB   SQUA;* 
LITT  BBTWBKN  THE  ACTUAL   AMOUlfr  OF  THl 
SUPPLY  OF  SUBSISTBNCS     AND     THB     ACTUM* 
'      DBMAND  OF  POPULATION. 

Somuchbas  b^n  deduced  of  late  from  tha 
finiform  tendency  towards  an  s^verag?  equality 
between  tbe  supply  oi  subsistence  and  the  de- 
mand of  population^  that  it  will  be  useful  to  exa* 
mioe  with  attentioq  wl^at  really  q^ri^es  put  of  it. 
If  a  statistician  well  {Kx^uainted  with  tbereal 
principle  of  droulation,  but  who  had  not  dlrecU 
ed  his  att^nti(m  particularly  to  tbe  subject  of. 
subsistence  as  connected  with  pq)ulation^  had 
been  asked  what  would  be  his  opinion  h  priori  as 
to  the  state  pf  the  siq^ply  of  subsistence  compared 
.with  the  amount  of  pc^polatioii,  he  would  have 
Implied  at  onpe,  that  the  suppljf  on  an  average 
^  years  would  natiMcaUy  he  as  near  the  actual 
demand  ^  population  as  (he  cultivators  could 
puike  it.  ^^  Self-interest  will  prompt  a  number 
of  persons  snflBM^ient^  fit  leasts  to  supply  the 
demand  for  any  species  pf  article,  to  join  tlie 
class  which  labours  at  it;  and  when  this  class 
liecomes  tpo  numerous,  or  when  its  liiands  pro* 
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duce  more  of  the  article  than  can  be  disposed 
of,  the  same  self-interest  will  urge  them  to 
leave  the  class,  or  to  produce  less*.**  The 
demand  thus  regulates  the  number  of  suppliers 
and  the  amount  o^  the  supply/  as  far  as  this  is 
tidpMdent  upon  the  will.  .  Attd  foots  unifennly 
VlM^Tf  that  tin  is  the  case  inth  ite^pect  t^  isub-* 

There  is  npthing  peculiar  in  ^his  eq^aMty 
between  the  supply  and  the  demand  in  the 
Case  of  subsistence.  l!he  wtnt  eqiEdBbriuai 
l^cittreen  the  supply  and  >€tie  demand  ik  UmhA  m 
all  other  divisibns  of  drCtiland,  as  of  himies, 
(ftbthefls,  government,  tehdhing,  amueemeot, 
tihy^ic  and  service:  and  for  the  same  r^asobs* 
No  one  thinks  of  attributing  a  Mmiting  oriiegu- 
Tating  power  to  houses  or  dolhes,  for  examplej^ 
tfh  account  of  this  equality.  Why  then  shbulil 
iftiis  limiting  power  ^e  imagined  to  texist  in  ttae 
%up|)ly  of  sxfbsistenee  ? 

**'But  It  has  been  urged,^*  says  Mr.  Gray, 
*^  the  equUihriuik  maiidained  heftween  suhsi^ 
ence  and  populaHon,  shows  ihat  the  quantitt/  (of 
the  former  regulates  the  amount  trf  the  latter^ 
I'hete  is  as  much  force  in  this,  as  if  it  were  arv 
igued  from  the  equilibrium  between  the  quantity 
of  corduroy  made  at  Manchestiir,  and  of  musfiti 
inade  at  Glasgow,  and  the  number  of  those  whp 
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use  these  ^irtides^  J;hat  jth^  i^uautiity  of  corr 
l^roy  and  musliii  regulated  the  cpdstenee  of  th^ 
Ijippiiber  yof  their  users ;  or^  that  the  jt^^uautity  c^ 
fibp^  Botade  in  Great  Qritaio^  £:om  its  corre^ 
iqpKfndiiigwithtl)^  muoijuit  of  ijts^pulatjiQ^^reg^- 
42Ued  the  number  of  Britons  hqm,  marrying  ani^ 
dpugy  and  not  the  latter  number  the  quantity 
of  shoes  made.  There  is  a  siniilar  equilibriuip 
.between  l^e  hats  mcuiufoctiired  by  the  hat- 
^naker^  and  the  heads  that  wear  them^  as  he- 
reon the  eatables  prpduced  by  the  cultivator^ 
#n{l  ;the  mouths  that  es^'  thcpi.  Q^t  is  it  the 
Jiumber  of  hats  that  regu]iates  the  number  ^f 
^eads^  or  the  number  of  he£^  <the  hats  ?  I^hls 
.^jquilibrium  between  subsisten?^  and,populaticp 
iSj  9t^.  has  been  a^re^y  nqtiged^  apd  wiU  b^ 
jbown  presently  .more  in  det^^  a  decisive  proofs 
that  the  latter  regulates  the  former.  It  showS/ 
.(^  the  quantity  of  jsubsistef^ce  is  mearared 
and  produced  by  the  wdll  of  m^n^^  governed  by 
J|4s  own  interest:  and  that,  ,qa  aaot  average  9f 
soai^i^  good  apd  bad,  if  there  .w^re  a  greater 
^demand  for  subsistence,  the  culti^vator  wouljl 
j>r(Kluce.more,  and,  if  t^e  den^ipdr(^mimshe(^, 
so,  at  fength,  would  the  pi-odpQtion.^f  com  M^d 
^4^ttle,  as  in  the  case. pf  shoes  and  other  firticl^ 
,Hsed  by  man*.** 

Wh^t  seems  to  ^ve  kd  U>  an  idea  ofr^ 

♦  Hlffiinw  ff  Hmes,  J.  yi.  eh,  S,  p.  406^ 
h4 
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limiting  power  in  the  supply  of  snbsifltence;  ii 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  sufficient  smpply  of 
this  article*  Houses  and  clothes  are  in  certain 
dilstrictli,  or  at  certain  seasons,  abnost  abso^ 
lutely  necessary,  though  not  strictly  so.  But 
tnibsistence  is  stricUy  necessary.  Without  a 
certain  quantity  of  food,  population  eould  not 
e^t  at  all. 

This  natural  absolute  necessity,  howerer^ 
gives  it  no  limiting  or  regulating  power,  except 
in  such  cases  as  where  it  is  actually  broi^fht 
kito  action ;  as  in  fomines;  In  all  other  caitek 
the  will  of  population  dq)rtTes  it  of  this  linii(>- 
hig  power  by  the  regulating  influence  which  it 
possesses  over  the  supply.  Thus  the  supply  of 
food  is  a  mere  matter  of  artungement,  as  the 
supply  of  clothes,  hoinses,  amusement,  and  so 
torth. 

'  The  indistinct  manner,  in  which  the  eqm^ 
lity  has  been  stated,  has  also  contributied  to 
erroneous  views  on  the  subjept.  The  expres* 
sion  means  of  subsistence^  used  by  Mr.  Malthus 
and  other  writers,  is  indistinct,  vague  and  im- 
proper. In  its  full  sense  it  points  out  the  whole 
^pf  the  resources  of  subsistence  either  actually 
drawn  upon  by  the  cultivator,  hunter  and 
fisher,  or  which  the  earth  would  possess  if  they 
drew  to  the  utmost  in  the  power  of  all  these 
respectively :  that  is,  the  whole  of  the  produc- 
tive powers,  which  i!he  ^ther  possessed  of  her-i 
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mU,  or  wldek  ooidd  be  given  to  her  bj  the 
^kitt  and  labcmr  ef  the  calttv«tor,  till  she  oo«ld 
not' lie  Made  to  feed  mte  bomaii  bekif  moM. 
In  this  sense^  therefinre^  it  is  a  mere  tr^fam  to 
-MAfy  that  popalatioiirifllfanitedbjr^henieaaaof 
mih#Bteooe.  But  the  linntfaig  ponrer  peeeeooed 
by  k  imderithis  vkw  will  never  be  bNOgbt 
into  full  action,  nntil  population  can  by  its  viU 
'Oeate  no  fartter  nj^Iy* 

'    llieexfmssiotvtfaerefioTe^isifliproper^oryat 
-  kmty  iragneand  indiitiBot>  when  «p{died  toaof 
other  ttiteof  pofmlatieo^aBdsluwitdhe.amifij 
In  dacussii^  the  qnestioo^  to  whidi^  prqwito 
tion    or  svbristenoe,    the    regidathsg    poww 
hekmgs^  we  should  speak,  of  the  snppfy  ef  snh^ 
-eistoBce,  as  of  ^otfaes^  amlhoQsest  oriite  mf4- 
:9nage  actmd  amomii  aflhemqffi^.ampareiwilk 
ike  adual  ommmJk  of  the  pnpmlatwn  Awomg 
it 


CHAPTER  IV. 


IKIPULATION  HAS  THB  POWBR  PULLY  TO  RKGULATB 
THE  AMppNT  OP  SUBSISTENCE,  TILL  THE  EAKTH 
HAS  REACHEO  ITS  PULL  COMPLEAfENT. 

IT  HERB  is  evidently  a  restriction  in  the  regu* 
lating  power  of  the  demaad  oyer  the  supply. 
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Wlm^omsf  ifiiii'CiiMeiidoiiIirilPBdiatto  fffict^ 
gnu*.    Mr.  Gmjr^nprfwes  tfabl^ytha  Emilia 
tkm^Mfar  m  dtfMJkmtam  iJm  mUl  cfmmn^  or 
A%  fluliM/atar*  * 
I    If  tlieiiftaiKfliMiptfieaiiillierappiyofBal^ 

iatUDBf  iwkdch  dqirives  ihe '  wiil  of  iiuhi  ,<»f  its 
jBfiitetH^  ipowfir  ? 

It  has  been  calculated  ^ky  Mr*  Gr^,  as  Jtbe 
tBBMlt  af  ia  aittQlte  EBaipab^^  IdHit  imo  iieres 
4raitir«tadfta  8«di  A  {atdi  of  i«^^ 
iwftwir.  qlHttten  «f  iriwat  ^eaici^  Mrwfaart;  is 
iiyiiifaii]jit  la  that'f'^  are  oeoessary^  en  tibe 
4if6M|gc^  to  aiaiatanan.H)dtsidttalr  aoeoisdiag 
4o;thBt  kupiiioM  .attoHaaiuie  ^requirad:  by  impd* 
^■liotty  ivvim-tt  bai^  noarly  readbed  lis  eomtile-* 
^mnet.  tlie  'Omr^gie  qualtti^r  K<|aead  iiy  # 
jfmmtipy  rtMaiwi'^pypled,.ani» ithwefapct,  poaaar 
and  less  luxurious,  will  not  be  so  lai:|pe ;  <liiit 
then,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  in  so  high  a 
state  of  pc^ulatioa  Jtlukt  land-Can  be  in  general 
eultivated  to  such  a  pitch.  The  one  deficiency 
'Will  balance  the  other.  If  we  assume  this  to 
be  the  requirite  quantity  of  cintivated  land  per 
indiYidnal,  then  ior  every  unit  added  .to. popu-^ 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.  y.  ch.  71  p.  420. 
f  Tliis  is  certainly  a  high  average:    and  Mr,  Gn^, 
after  having  seen  more,  of  the  Continent,  expresses  himself 
%fth  less  confidence  as  to  the  practicability  of  sudi  an  uni* 
'  Tem^l' leverage,  «v«ea  fyr  'the  temperate  regions. 
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Jutiett,  tlM)M»ti8tbe1^0w«tt--0«teW»t^^ 
-added  tx^  tbe  ^(feent  almufy  ddtivi^ttd  for  ikm 
jMt4>ly  of  rabsistrace,  er  n  1m^  ^m^^  in 
jMTopwtioii  a6  the  cultiyatian  19  iafeiiw^  Qf 
4xmrse,  every  such  addidim  mU  bHiy  thecal- 
4^FBUe  fK>rtioii  ef  earth  two  aeres  ueaoer  tajli 
beings  eoatpletely  «$ock6d. 

It  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  'Gffay*^  th^t 
ffopulatkm  has  foi^y  ia.  its  power  to  ut!^^ 
itself  with  a  suffidency  of  robtliteiiofv  i4w#- 
«ter  be  its  late  of  wcwme.  I  /diaH  oontent 
fliytdf  here  with  quoting  the  fjnlkywg  ymmgfi 
^nfy*  '    r  \  > 

.  '^  Population,  vAiBlbm&r  he  tiie  jrat«>  lOf  ^i|p 
itOMaaey  canies  m  itsdf  the  jwant  x^  %uHii( 
omffieient  food.  Its  iuciease  flupjpitieB  at  ^hjqi 
^additloaa)  number  of  bands.  <^ii]y  ^about  ow  ^ 
lOut  of  BIX  or,  seFoa'jof  the^ew  p9mim»  oa  Hm 
avemge  of  Hfe^  as  vitb  vespeictfto  the  <^;ii 
^wanted  rto  cvlliirate,  >  in  .opdbr  «o  >iMdfhiaMelf 
iand  the  rert.  The:  Oltor  five  or  sfx  beoom^ 
<«feotiTe  membevs  of  t^e.  eoE^uailgr  ia  diber 
imodes  of  emplqyvifiity  and 'while  they  iamane 
ihe  4x>nslimiltion,.tfiiid.t^  increase;  the  :wpf% 
abo.  An  increase  of  papiilation.  n#t;Oaly  kh 
creases  the  demand  for  subsistence,  iand  eosMh 
queatly,  for  an  additional  number  of  cultivators, 
but  by  rendering  ;the  number  of  those  M^bo  wifih 
|o  be  fgurmers,  greater,  urges  them  to  jtttempt 

«  Happines*  of  States,  B.  VucH.  Sf  && 
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'^ttivatiiig  ivtAdSj  which  iii  a  sta^ant  or  de- 
ereiteing  state  of  population^  they  would  never 
hate  tiliought  d  doing.  This  increase  also^ 
by  augiinenting  capital^  skill  and  manurei, 
ettlBd>le8  the  old  and  the  new  cultivators  to 
^6duc^  ^ditional  supplies  adequate  to  the 
lidcStional  demand.  And  thus  an  increase  of 
^{^ulatlon  regularly  forces  up  the  quantity  of 
^iibJsiiMeiice  at  least  to  a  level  with  itself^  but  ifi 
nost  oases  highclp*.*^ 

^  ""Uittil,  ther^fore^  the  earth  is  peopled  to  the 
yghest  amount  which  it  is  capable  of  feedings 
or  while  there  is  any  ilncultivated^  or  imper^ 
ftctly  cidtivated  soil,  population  has  the  regu**> 
^lattng  power  oveir  subsistence  in  its  own  hands* 
ji^Jiir  M  depends  en  subsistence,  it  nicty  in- 
tttdse  at  wfiy  ratey  however  rapid.  It  has  only 
to-  i^ly  more  of  its  members  to  the  work  of 
^ulliviatioa,  s^d  it  can  obtmn  what  it  wants^ 

In  thinly  peopled  districts  there  is  generally 
-an  itfoundant  choice  of  uncultivated  soil  <^ 
jva^ious  qualities:  but  in  those  which  are 
'4hicldy  peopled,  the  uncultivated  lands  are  of 
the  more  ban-en  and  obstinate  kinds,  as  the 
better  are  first  chosen  •f*.  If,  however,  the 
lands  of  the  latter  class  be  more  difficult  to 
.cultivate,  the  population,  from  its  gi^eata* 
•wealth  and  capital  as  well  as  its  consequea| 

♦  Happiness  of  States,  B.  vi.  ch.  3.  p.  439»^ 
t  Id.  Br  vi.  ch.  8.  p.  476. 
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Ingber   improviemeiit,  and  a  more  aiMondaat 
regub^  supply  of  manure  arising  from  the|s^>  is 
more  capable  of  taking  in  and  fertilizing  wast^ 
and  barren  soU.    It  may  be  considered  as  an 
axiom  in  statistics,  from  subsistence  bein^g  a 
strict  necessary,  that  if  there  he  a  rmd  ienuki 
far  the  cuUwatum  of  more  9aU,  the  statB  fif 
pepuldtwn'must  be  such  with  reepect  toJreA 
landsy  as  hng  as  there  are  am^  which  can  i^ 
cuitkHdedy  that  they  may  he  Qidtivaieitofri^ 
We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  Dsuacy  qwctad 
on  the  subject  of  barren  lands,  but  the  real 
practielEd  staite  of  the  case  is,  that  it  is  a  mete 
question  of  profit,  whether  to  ei^tivate  or  not, 
The  cultivator  is  always  willing  to  cultivate^ 
and  he  W  always  able  to  cultivate  to  his  own 
advantage,  such  additional  lands  as  are  neces-^ 
sary  to  raise  the  requisite  supply,  unless  §ttb^ 
gistence  can  be  procured  at  a  cheapen  rate,  and 
with  ease,  from  anotfater  country.    If,  therefore, 
iMs  foreign  supply  cannot  be  obtained  conve- 
idently,  and  at  a  lower  price,  he  will  go  on  cuU 
tivating  at  home  additionally  up  to  the  extent 
-that  18  really  required-    However  obstinate  and 
unfavourably  situated,  when  his  land  is  bekw  % 
certain  h^ht  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the 
return  he  will  receive,  will  repay  him  for  his 
exertions.    Mr.  Gray  considered,  evep  in  1814, 
fifteen  pounds  an  acre  ^'  as  the  maximum  of 
expense  4>f  cultivating  waste  lands  (with  the 
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taneeptioli  of  0(mie  very  iiii{Hractic»UeiS8trict» 
and^  peiiiaps^  by  &r  the  greatest  part  for  about 
the  ime  hal^  after  dedoctiiig^  as  is  fidr,  tho 
commcm  expense  of  oultivatiDg  *'/'  And  what 
tort  oitetmn  wimki  thn^  be^  which  with  irtieat 
ahMEt  80abillings^  barley  about  40^  and  oats 
llhoilt  211  fit  quarter^  with  the  alternate  crops  of 
Jfem^,  dw^^  and  potatoes^  that  would  not 
yidd  the  improver  or  Imd^wner  a  profit  of  at 
laart  six  ct  seven  per  cent,  or  a  rent  aboirt  90 . 
ihiHiitgs  per  aorei? 

Jndicmib  ^vraageoiients,  economy  and  care 
are  nndouhtedly  necessary.  BvA  with  these 
bow  «naUa. portion  oi  lands  helow  a  eartain 
heii^t,  is  there  that  cannot  be  cnltivated  to 
fsofity  if  the  demands  of  an  increasing  popnla* 
tion  urge  the  cultiyator'f'  ? 

•  Happiness  of  States,  B.  iv.  ch.  8.  p.  477. 

f  In  the  hilly  boundary  between  Berwickshire  and  East 
XolfaiaAf  two  of  the  best  cnHivated  districts  in  Europe,  there 
ia  a  law  or  hill,  about  1300  iSset  )ugb,  up  wbiob  ctdtiTatlofi 
jbas  been  oarried  in  some  jdacet,  I  think,  to  within  a  huo* 
dred  yards  of  the  top.  As  I  rode  through  this  wild  district, 
accompanied  by  the  farmer,  an  intelligent  and  active  man, 
be  pointed  out  a  patcli  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  then  in  grass. 
*f  Tlisre,"  aaid  he,  **  h  the  spot  where  I  made  my  first 
HKNiey.*'  This  iaformation  from  a  practiclao,  respecting 
land  so  un&vourable  in  every  point  of  view,  and  in  ^ 
county  where  there  was  so  much  fine  land  to  come  in  ^oivr 
petition  with  it,  gave  me  great  pleasure 
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CHAPTER  V. 

tHB  inflUbncb  of  i^pulation  and  subsistence 

ON   BACH   OTHBR. 

A  MiKUilfi  analysis  <)f  the  Influence  of  popular 
tion  a<id  subsistence  n{k>n  each  other  has  beM 
girett  by  Mr.  Gray  *.  This  has  not  been  doile 
on  the  other  side,  though  stich  an  .analysis  ii 
hidispensably  necessary  to  enable  us  to  come  to 
i  jiist  conclusion. 

When  an  Unusual  or  extraordinary,  not  to 
Ifety  a)>parently  unaccountable,  influence  k 
attributed  to  any  cause,  the  public  is  entitled 
to  etpect  a  clear  and  mUitite  analysis  of  the 
{^ration  of  this  cause,  and  the  modes  by  which 
It  creates  the  influence.  Mr.  Malthus  has  by 
.tto  means  complied  with  this  requisition  In 
wgaitd  to  the  exti-aordinary  influence  urMefh  be 
iiscribes  to  subsistence.  He  confines  himself  to 
general  assertions  respecting"  it;  and  the  readet 
is  lefl;  in  the  dark  as  to  the  exact  means  by 
which  the  regulating  influence  of  subsistence 
aehieyes  the  supposed  efi^t. 

"The  inquiring  statistician,  howevier,  before 
ht  gives  his  assent,  must  have  a  clear  and  dis^ 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.  vf. 
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tinct  answer  to  the  questions,  In  what  does  the 
regelating  influence  attributed  to  subsistence 
consist:    And  how  does  it  operate  ? 

Population  increases  according  to  the  earli^ 
ness  of  the  prevailing  plan  of  marriage,  and  the 
healthiness  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  *.' 
This  naay  be  considered  as  an  axiom. 

What  influence  subsistence  lias  on  popular 
tion  must,  tlierefore,  be  by  a  tendency  in  it  to 
requisite  the  period  of  marriage  and  the  general 
state  of  health.  If  it  be  the  regulator  of  the 
increase  of  population,  it  must  be  naturally 
possessed  of  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  regulating  power  of  marriage,  healthy  and 
fecundation.  Let  us  examine  in  what  degree 
it  possesses  the  regulatmg  power  in  feet. 

Sir  James  Steuart  seems  to  have  been  the 
ori^nal  author  of  the  principle  of  the  subdist^ 
ence  theory,  or  that  the  quantity  of  the  food 
regulates  the  quantity  of  population,  though  he 
did  not  succeed  in  bringing  this  singular  prtn^ 
ciple  into  public  notice  or  discussion.  He  is 
more  particular  in  his  analysis  than  Mr.  Malr 
thus;  but  even  his  is  very  imperfect,  and  we 
.gain  nothing  satisfactory  from  it. 

"  Were  the  earth  therefore  uncultivated,r 
says  he,  '^  the  numbers  of  mankind  would  not 
exceed  the  proportion  of  the  spontaneous  fijiita 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.  ti.  eh.  4.  p.  461. 
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.Hhicb  she  ptfora  fQv  their  immediate  tuie^^r 
Ibi^  that  of  the  animals  which  might  he  the 
proper  nourishpieAt  of  man  f /* 

Here  man  is  considered  in  the  mere  animal 
Utate^  And  in  this  state  the  result  is  admitted 
'by  Mr.  Gray -f-. 

Again>  with  respect  to  this  animal  st^te 
.Sir  James  says»  ^^  Put  two  or  three  pairs  of 
rabbits  into  a  field  proper  for  them,  the  multi- 
plfcation  wUl  be  rapid ;  and  in  a  few  years  the 
warrea  will  be  stocked :  you  may  take  yearly 
frcmi  it  1^  hundred  pairs,  I  shall  suppose,  and 
ke^  your  warren  in  good  order.  Give  over 
taking  any  for  some  years,  you  will  perhaps 
find  your  original  stock  rather  diminished  than 
increased  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned. 
Africa  yearly  furnishes  many  thousands  for  the 
,  poltivatidn  of  America ;  in  this  she  resembles 
the  warren.  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  if 
aUl  her  sons  were  returned  to  her  at  once,  by  far 
ithe  greater  part  would  die  of  hunger  :|;.'' 

I  shall  admit  that,  on  the  whole^  the  sup-* 
^  posed  would  be  the  real  results  with  respect  to 
the  rabbits ;  but  when  he  brings  in  the  negroes^ 
there  is  something  farther  of  essential  import- 
ance to  be  taken  into  consideration:  unless 

*  An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Political  Bconomyi 
*  ^»  i.  B.  i.  eh.  3.  p.  2^ 

f  HappineM  of  Sutetp  B.  vi.  ch.  S.  p.  4S4. 
t  toWc9llieqmmKf^  vol.  L  B.  i.  cb.  ?•  p.  ftS. 
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we  soppose  the  negroes  to  be  utterly  napos* 
sessed  of  tbe  reasoning  fiEMSulty,  and  Utterly  nn>- 
acquainted  with  cultivation.  On  this  suppoisi* 
^tion^  they  are  to  all  intents  mere  animals,  or  as 
rabbits^  horses^  or  what  you  please.  But  if 
they  enjoy  the  reasoning  faculty,  as  we  know 
they  do,  they  enjoy  what  no  other  anima!l  but 
^mando^  possess;  and  this  is  the  veryi*^^ 
lating  ^ulty.  If  they  are  also  acquainted 
with  the  practices  of  cultivation,  and  we  know 
they  are  from  their  employments  in  America  and 
the  West  Indies,  they  can  exert  their  regulating 
power  effectively*  ' 

In  a  cowntry  so  ill  cultivated  as  that  of 
Afriea,  it  would  indeed  be  extremely  difficult  to 
£nd  the  additional  food,  required  by  so  vast 
and  sudden  an  influx  of  additional  mouthff. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  subsistence  which  was 
rmsed  expressfy  for  them  in  the  districts  io 
which  they  lately  resided  were  seat  after  them, 
the  direct  influence  of  famine  would  operate 
upon  them.  In  the  districts  which  th^  had 
left,  there  would  be  an  excess  of  food,  and  in 
the  districts  into  wfaicli  they  had  cMie,  there 
would  be  a  corresponding  deficiency.  This 
result,  therefore,  does  not  afiect  the  real  ques- 
tion at  issue. 

Mr.  Gray  has  noticed  a  similar  case.  "  But 
suppose  two  or  thre$  hundred  thou3and  persona 
were  suddenly  to  come  into  a  country  in  addi*^ 
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tion  to  its  comihoii.populatioii :  would  not  the 
<I!iaiitity  of  fbod^  though  fully  equal  to  the 
consumption  before^  now  become  dangerously 
iscailty^  and  produce  a  powerful  effect  on  the 
geiiei«l  population  ?  But  where  is  this  nume- 
•  rous  body^  ci  immigrants  to  come  from  ?  Men 
do  not  drop  from  the  ckmds^  or  spring,  like 
mushrooms,  from  the  ground.  They  must  come 
from  one  cduntry  or  another,  and  unless  they 
have  been  driven  from  it  by  absolute  famine, 
they  have  Idft  behind  them  a  quantity  of  ^b- 
sistenee  similar  to  what  they  will  need  in  their 
ncNr  reridence.  But  the  case  is  extraordinary. 
And  nothing  can  be  deduced  from  it  as  to  the 
g^eral  influence  of  subsistence  on  population  *.** 

These  cas«  are  indeed  quite  irrelevant  in 
the  present  question,  and  have  no  influence  at 
all  in  determimng  it* 

Sit  James  proceeds  firom  men  as  meris  ani- 
mals to  men  »  rattmial  beings.  And  here  he 
treats  the  subject  as  untetisfiiM^torily  as  possible. 
Uke  the  rest  of  the  supporters  of  the  subsistence 
theory,  b^iMiver  goes  directly  into  a  con^iderar 
^tioii  of  the  real  questimis  at  issue,  whether  rear 
jdn  ift  ii(6t  as  sufficient  to  regulate  the  quantity 
.  of  Aubi^tence,  as  of  dothesand  houses;  and 
*  ^1i>liethfer  It  does  not  eflfect  this  completely  in  fact. 

I  shall  first  notice  what  he  says  of  man  in 

*  Happiness  of  States,  B.  vL  ch.  4?.  p.  4-59. 
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the  former  state :  '^  There  is,  therefore,  a  oer^ 
tain  number  of  mankind  which  the  earth' wmM 
be  c^le  to  maintam  without  any  labour:  aUoir 
me  to  call  this  qiliantRy  A.  Doe9  it  not^  from, 
this  exporition  ot  tbe  matter,  aj^iear  {dida,  that 
withoilt  labour  A  never  can  increase  any  more 
tha&  animals  whicfa  do  not  woi'k  for  theoBb- 
selres,  can  increase  beyond  ,the  proportion  ^ 
food  provided  for  them  by  nature  *  T 

Granted.  But  man,  by  means  of  his  &f- 
culty  of  reason,  with  labour,  can  do  what  mere 
animals  cannot  do.  He  can  inoreasa  febe 
quantity  of  subsistence  acccmling  to  any  ratio^ 
and  to  any  amount  which  an  incsrease  of  U9 
numbers  renders  necessary,  as  long  a^  th^re^i0 
any  soil  not  cultivated,  or  not  auflS:feieally  cul- 
tivated. - 

He  adds,  ^^  Having  resolved  one  (|ue$tioa 
with  regard  to  muHipfication,  and  sbonnl  that 
numbers  must  become  greiater  or  Mwilfefi  a#« 
cording  to  the  productions  of  mtara^rf**"  :    « 

Indeed!  How?  He  huB  not  eho^m  milf 
sncfa  thing,  or  if  be  has,  it  is  only  with  reo|wat 
to  men  i&  a  state  of  mere  ammial  natnret  and 
even  tMs  he  has  rather  alHramed  than  pioved^ 

*^  I  now  suppose  man,*"  says  he,  ^  t^ptdd 
his  labour  and  i&dustry  to  the  natural  aetiidlif 
of  the  soil :  so  £Etr,  as  by  ,tfai»  he  ptOdticto  a» 

*  Principles  of  Political  Econoiwy,  Vol.  i.  B;  i."  ch.  S» 
p.  21. 

f  U.  lb. 
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acfatttiomil  quantity  of  food,  so  fiur  ha  lays  a 
fMuidatioii  for  die;  maintenance  of  an  addi* 
Itaial  tramber.  Tbis  number  I  fthatt  call  B. 
Frrai  tirii  I  coociikie,  tkat  as  A  is  soppoiied  ta 
be  in  a  ocNVtaaC  prapoptiaa  to  the  qnialMeow 
ftfoitl^  M  &  nmat  be  in  praportiDa  tomgnimh 
tara'^by  thii  tern  I  mNberstsnd  at  ^ireMDt 
emry  method  of  augmenting  food  by  lalxNif^^' 
conaequently  the  number  maintained  by  tliai 
labonr  of  maakand  mnat  be*  to  the  whole 
iMBker  of  maoldnd,  aaBiatoA^-SiOrasR 
m^AanlBjauiay*." 

'  TheM  iatnothiBg  gained  by  this  on  the  skk' 
qfitiiraabsisteDor  theory.  Indeed  it  kads  dl- 
1IRS%  to'  Mr:  Gmy^s,  that  mas  ^  can  lay  tlw 
fildrtiuii  for  the  maintainiiqp:  any«additionat 
MttUKrby  p0odn<9ig  aj^addifiooal  qnaatityr 

/o  'AftoTttfoml  TCDUttte,  la  ins  iaeondiriiw* 

•wilM%  'nor  maOut.  4taiBifcdy,  h*; 

M^ tUt  MMiariM.    "  Rrool  .uriurt  hat 

fWAi  ^  iMiy  dMcWe,  <bat  th&annbcn.* 

^oA  iVMhMMfr  liy>thet«»lli-for  tfaew  MiHib-/ 
HMMit ; — "  No  coDdukni  of  die  sort  ftilowa 
fttoMlN  firivkM. :  flnr,  dioQgk  mainbiiit  on 
iHdr4Mr-4hiltitiris  ftut  ^Onw  or  fiioTeduit  the 

*»  Prindple*  oC  Ftolitical  Econoaiy,  toI.  i.  B.  3.  dv  4,, 

fun.' 
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reascm  of  loati  caniM^  or  ddto  not  tf^Kirtiiai 
the  qnairidty  of  fidod  toihe  mcntfai?!:  ^'  InDn: 
which/  proceeds  he^  ^  as  &  eorottftty^  ma]rnbi> 
dmwn,  tfaatiBajikiiid  hayel)6Ctt^B0  ta  mtmbsn^ 
and  miut^  cev«  be  in  prafioxitiim  -te'  dm;  Iic4( 
pradnced;  aadthafe the. food  |»iiinMdwUlbei 
in  the  xxHttpoud  pnportioB'  of.  the  fnrtilitj^ 
the  dhnate .  and  the  iadnsfery  «f.ttift  iffaft^ 
.hitonteV  *'-/-    '  i  :- 

In  thefimt  coAchBiai  I  hate  onlyohenft^^tot 
dbsenc^  as  H-haa  heeti«lctady  anplf  deriiis* 
Btrated^  he  commits  the  radinl  kitrm  Mifki 
has  been  cither  adopted  fnan-  hhn^  •r/cttai^ 
mitted  after  him^  by  Mr.  M4lthn,  of-  rwMiAiip 
the  lav  of  natne^  asnd  8td[iiliiiit«i|fi  the  flfclr 
fi»r  the4;ia]i8e*  : For  acoQidhig>ia  her  arnbqpa*- 
meDtB the  £pod  prod]ioad.:h9r'J3Mi  ma  tiAAm 
vatiog  state  ever  has  been  a&d  ever  niui^ibi^ 
on  the aTera^e^  hi  propcrtiealo  theriMd}^ 
ttoothc*  Indeed^the  eeaond  ^anaiayoittatfi  <a 
this,  aodUflther  iina|i^rtiat  ted^bnnaaidtl^ 
thfe'first  Aeeordfaig  totfad.iMiMnthe^jMMr) 
tityof  iMdd«pdtdpii|iimtbe'h^ 
tbealdllwyd  lah«v  ofrtfaa  aatarau!  fSbOtimiXh 
of  imme>  'niiii*  httrciai^  pitniitiai  tlnpi^ntiin, 

iafillttEiee»>    <•>''*   >:^     ./     iua  y    i  'I     ''•*,. -..17 

:Agafai  hfctMiys^  ^^TMefMiphw  i 
be  cqptoBied?hy  eapeiteaoi  ^i/tfaattir  uti 


*  PriQciplct  of  Political  Ecoaomy^  vol.  !•  B,  $.  A  8#  |utU 
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jMM  ^boA  wink  ^bt  mmmat  «f  tiving  amoafi 
the  fne  Aoieriom  aaifages,  or.  amonf  tlK  feeej 
mivttHtiBKM,  aad-liibonotis.  Eamfeun;  W* 
ftaitfrt-jpiiiduotiBM  of  «U  ooiiiitiin,.geiMndi^ 
iBlf,  'mpwifaiAmia Ae.mmber bl^tdt 
k;;«tod:«ii:«ike.odier  hahd,  t]i^uifa»4 
VKlntt  irt  aoit  OMuniBbfyiii  ptaforfm.  to  tli» 
fMd*.*  itt  addi^  '^  I  be;  thw  may.Jikttt  tid 
laoind  t|K>n  as  a  (iiiBAile^'oi<«^ha£)8v  Imfiii 
*;5Wd«s  fiiccfe^n  AnA^l^iirtwt'itfaifer.itatiflit 
«iatt<)mtt  it  wt):  lAaistaoh  voiiKI  be'  gatiiMl 
hi^misk^ff-mikUbmce  is  ie<|ndttb  pcfntdiitioiiy 
aild^MMtefiDiei  po^riatioii  is  e^al  to  ««btiitw 
tmo,' '.*■.'... t:  ■  iit  ■•■■/.,      ..'. .     ■  ' 

:  Mr>  :Maillniiii  AMtttejAe  gubiisten^e  pfrtn- 
dple  in  nradi  more  decisive  terms,  bat^'he  luw 
iiM«4»«I^I(ibd.«iit  irittdepbjr-vbieh  vmiMitence 
|latt.ii»:  apenitte  rtiM  eoa^t^i  si^huiaf 
liMiir  lAidMfe  liiiiiraM  to  it.-^-ile.eDaAa^ 
]inMi£tM««alaal^«i)«4rtmtimi%  md  ist  not 
wore  antkrfnetory  in  the  proof  of.  tlM  ihal'iodsbt 
faiigiihii^g  JBflMaMv  tkiMi  \M.^vt' 
nb»rjNirald!i«r/«dy  ti»  VMnurail 
nfcgHiitetiiritiihMiill  irMiiwail^itto  gof^gwii 
il»*>#fw?\jp»artiVota«aWitipfla  He  ilate« 
^riM^  toUt^in  vHilMte-cliedE  to  be  awnbi 
•Mb«Mi«&%'iMeBnai%fr(iibtiie  xBtfbrent 
iMMilMtoailat^RiwlMll  pofmkiifm md  Ibod 
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increase.  These  diffiermt  rattos  *#€  hwb  wem: 
to  be  mere  vkionaiy  rappositioiis^  ^tmi  ba^Btf 
exiiteDce  in  real  fife.  And  whave  is  1Ji«ra  imv' 
appeteance  of  thbiiiiiTersal  wa*t>  oriftefld^crf^ 
offeodi  Onlyin*die&»ck9ofoiirgab8isMiMi^ 
ttoniate.  The  ctdtdvafor  sihilas  at  ttiek^af 
rtAoericid  iflka,  and  his  aprartigs  prlcefl  «Mf 
hun  that  it  la  utterly  untrae.  Mi.  MMte» 
jwSeed  adds,  ^^'  but  tlfiik  nltiraate  chedtia  n^nn^ 
the  ioimecfote  eheck^  dftoept  in  oases  of  aolaai 
fMBhra.**  This  18  oerlualy  a  moal  mmom^ 
nolhiiting^  nnivetasal  check,  which  only  te'iaaio 
instanees  acts  greedy.  Stiebi^deiiStidiiloohi 
very  like  making  it  almost  an  universal  ami 
ontttipotent  cahse,  sad  at  tiio  sMno'^tiine  no 
^use  at  all.  » 

He  telk  us  next,  thai  the  i«me^«a^etd(j 
as  lie  caBs  it,'  ^ nuqrbestatact^torconist'hr  all 
those  cusftmfi,' and  ^tt^AsMr  ^kemm;  wWeli 
seem4o  1)egena«rted4iy  ft  stedty  o#AeafllBSis 
ofsubsiBteBde.'^"^   -  '-f    "     "  -  '     '  m  '•: 

TUti  eKUteiice'^€U»»Mte  aotnaBir  iwlMd 
fireW  ftscaifcity  of  iaore  vlibdMiWce^la  any  oonrfi 
derable  exttnt,  amMg^nalionitlttfc  hamri*eac^ 
ed  the  fftate  of  dtdtbatbm;  h  rmy  'tquivoittl; 
He  f>robBbty  aHudas  to iha^oostom  o9  mipMhg 
hifimts  and^oM  peQ{fle.-8Mh  praotloas  mif 
afise  amot^  sttn^fes  ftoin  a*4eiein^iif  Ibod^i 
but  I  conceive,  that,  except  in  cases  of  actual 
feroine,  they  are  ngyer  Wl^remnnia^  mkobi^ 
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nations  at  all  poptdous  from  that  cause.  Indeed 
the  extent  to  whieh  they  are  adopted  in  any 
naHon^  eren  exaggerated  though  it  be^  is  very 
trifling.  *  Th^  are  the  result  of  in^vidual  cri- 
minality^ not  of  national  choice.    The  whole 
proves  nothing.    Even  in  Britain  such  aber- 
raXiwB,  at  least  with  respect  to  infantsj  fre- 
qoenCly  oecur ;  but  whwe  is  the  deficiency  of 
food  i&'  ottr  island  ?    Of  iMe  we  have  bad  many. 
aUsrratSoiis  of  ah  opposite  kind:  instances  of 
stealing  cMIdren.    The  argument  of  our  sub-^ 
fft^enoe  thebrfsts  would  deduce  from   these, 
HaI  tke  crime  springs  from  a  superabundimce' 
of  ^»od«    Bttt^  in^tmth)  the  practice  of  steid^ 
ing  children  na  mok«  T^roves  an  excess  of  siib-^ 
sistence,  than  that  of  exposing  them  proves  ^ 
deficiency.  -  ^ 

'^  ^dine  c^Hleseoeoancmal  cases  may  Indleed 
artfe^frotti  &  scarcity  c^  £3od  experienced  bf 
cMtimi  ttufiirtiinate  persons  and  fiimilies ;  but 
86  tiiey  spring  from  a  real  d^Adency  €€  sab* 
tStsMUktit  in  the  ooliDky  and  fts  coniiexions) 
Gttrtaittly  not,  but  tfcm  a  deficiency  of  income/ 
llad  these  persotis  possessed  the  means  of  pufw 
dhfeu^g  subristence,  th^,  like  others,  would 
liaipe/fituiidabttiidanee  of  it  forthcoming.  Theti 
eMe,itherefi^,  resolves'  into  that  of  poverty, 
UrtaMi  will  1)6  afterwards  distinctly  considered. 
'  WHIi  fespeot^  i%»n>  .to  dmases  generated 
^Hkt  fmKa$f  of  subsis^noe,  as  I  shall  h«f8 
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ccqasion  to  go  mof^  miaotdy  intotbe  eiAgeetj* 
I  shall  at  present  ofily  observe^  that  this  idea 
ot  the  subsistence  theofy  s^ems  to  be^  like  most  r 
of  the  otbensi^  in  direct  xx^ntradiotkm  to  fiu!ts.' 
We  uniformly  find^  that  in  propertkm  as  a- 
emntry  becomefl  nore  popukms^  it  is  not^ily* 
better  able  to  a^^ust  the  slqpply  acSnuratdy  te- 
ti>e  demand^  bmt  cansmmes  a  greater  mert^, 
puinUty  of  subsistence ;  the  diseaaesenised  1^ 
i|n  excess  of  eating  beeome  more  eraunooy  asd: 
those  cans^  by  a  deficiency  moreMm.  > 

Mr.  M^thtts  also  niotiees  a^  teadeiKgr  -ta 
<^iieck  populations  apang  rat  of  adaficiMey  ^ 
si4)stt^9ce^  through  the  madiitni^  of^ovvwhidk-^ 
inig  as  toc  eqe^lgyment  Md  creating  yMfarty* 
Thes?  eifectA  will  be  treated  of  ^IMinctly  in  Iha 
third  and  fourth  Books. 

Mr.  GffLY  ^^^  devo^  .i^  antirp  took  to 
taalyasing  the  nii4^  dlS^etef  of  pc^qlatkfn  vA 
fabedstence  npcm  eaelbother«;  And  the  fcflayM 
i9g  im  t^e  49f(!H)tk}nfl.  ^'Fix^mthaaii^lynsxif 
4irramst9iifies>  th^  £|ct  in  natiureis  daaiiy^ests^ 
bGdiei^  thutf4^fialatim.r^mlate9^3^^ 
subsistence  pefMlatifn:  tbfU  the  progress  ^wub^ 
§j»^ei^e,  teiiA  the  exe^ian  ^  oecMional  irre^ 
guknities,  is  caused  by  the  ptoffress-ef^fsfimiU^ 
$im^  and  ijf  the  sJnll  and  industfy  jtf^hat  pef^ 
U^iea%:  in  oth^  words^  thM,  it  is  the  ratie'^ 
^  increase  ^pep^laHM,  rapid^ar  skm,  ^hich 
wigidiJtftis  tht  ratig  ^the  inoreofe^mhkHf^^ 
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lV^«Pig^06e  the  reverse,  with  the  antipq^vlfi-*. 
tiooifit^,  is  comi^letely^  to  miseoaceive  thiogsu. 
Jl>4S  to  Hp^e  tho  effect  regulate  the  cause,  not 
th»:<^cW8e)tl^.e4[isot  ^,maeMe  of  papula*, 
tinpls  tb^  paipe:.  the  iscreaiBp  of  subsisteQce^v 
1jhe/€tf««jt'p^uo4i  J>y.that,qaj^'  J^ulatioor 
wjtf  #if99e  gij^p^teiyp  -o»  at  %.i^te,,^  les^ 
^««^  bpt  ^[eanaUy  UicJiter  thw^  i^  oMf/i^ :  bx^ 
snbBifl%yflp,if^  ^wjpg  to  cartaiu  qycuo^yf^qpei^ 
it  usually  ezoeeds  /th^  ^VPipfi^val^fQtti^ 

:  Aggji^igth  i^esfieqtt  to.  sntMisl^^Get^^^ijft 
fWHf  jl^^iipcfpitulatfi^  Mhsifteuoe  <^Oi>e^ 
W?41ni  BIMFNP  off  fcwUalH^  »l3M»r  JBf»4^^ . 
marrHii^  earliw  m  later,  or  bK;4|ifl(b^it'i|i^ 
Wtl«*iPP«te(rtwarr.  ^utits  mflfi^ffq^  Wr^^f^^ 
ei^.^r  wton&«  h^«^«I»  .it.4W!0y^ 
daatfil  iSK  VwfiL  Ifte  ^-thiit  of  ic4bir  snecias*  w 

^  MWmK^mi  tb*  ixi^fe  ;|iq^^  led  ;%nili«|i 
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dasses  and  distiicts  are,  on  an  average^  both 
more  prolific  and  longer  Ured  *.** 

I  cannot  bere  he^p  repeating,  tte^  it  seemti 
rtry  wtraordinarjr,  CbM;  the  authors  of  the  vdb^ 
fiistence  tl^ory,  in  treating  of  the  mntuai  in- 
flnence  of  population  end  subeistence  on  each- 
other,  thoald^ttot  Ikave  golie  (fiatinedy  hito  the 
question,  Is  not  population  the  regulator  a# 
fliibi^enee,  as  of  att  other  articles  depending 
onthe  idll ;  and  if  not,  ^hy^ 

I  sfadl  ntw  state  generally  the^ftftols  of  tiMf 
mtautnce  of  pbpnla^on  and  snbulMioe'-  on 
^h  other,  as  fonbd  in  aetmU  naMft^  hi 
larder  to  ascertahi  wttdiitf  the  IkBtaUm  torre^ 
%pnds  witiilAiese.  i 

Population  increases  more  rapidly,  .c&sterii 
fur&M^  the  eafflitf  iie  general  pfaoi  (tf  imttf^ 
hig  is  in  a  <fi8trict.  WllaC  iliflitene«  titeh  Uta^ 
JKBslkiincis  in  pronioftng  fearty  marriage?  ^ 
\;1Fiis  not  themere  abui^dbce  of  subi^Hence 
#fc£6h  promotes  nsandage  among  the  loww^ 
'  jitthsv  SomMimes  this  very  ahnndmde  irill 
ij^iate^igainst  marriage;  as  when  It  rednces^ 
t6e  rate  of  wages,  and  diminishes  tibe  quantum 
c^eiffl^yment. '  In  such  a  case  it  disincHaes 
j^ng  people  to  Tentnre  the  expenses  of  I^^h 
11^  hc^ise.  Of  this  we  had  an  hnpreSinye 
example  in  1815,  and  the  first  half  of  1816  f . 

•  ,**  IbppiDetBof  States,  B»vi.ch.5.  p.  462. 
f  Tkis  iMter  year  wm  «^gi4<ur  uA 
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tt  is,  therefore^  by  tbe  rate  of  price,  that 
food  has  an  influence  in  quickening  or  retard- 
ing marrmge.  And^  in  this  pmnt,  it  has  no 
influence  whatever  difierent  from  that  wMcjii 
clothes^  houafaig,  educalioj^,  &c.  possess.  Tdiat' 
cBfierence  exists  is  merely  in  degree^  For  it  is 
the  total  escpense  of  housekeeping,  compared 
with  wages,  that  has  im  inflnrace  upon  tht 
prudent  of  both  sexes.  It  is  true,  that  food 
forms  so  principsil  an  item  of  the  expenses  6f 
the  lowest  ranks,  that  it  has  probably  a  predo^ 
nmaut  influ^nee  with  them.  Biit  it  is  always 
viewed  by  those  who  tMnk  at  all  in  the  case, 
vrith  a  retence  to  inoome.  It  is,  therefore/ 
not  so  much  the  price  of  food,  clothing,  &c/  itf 

many 
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the  rate  of  infcoin^,  or  tfcc  ciertahity  of  employ^ 
meht  vlM  its  ltrcr£(ttvM6Sdy  trhlch  determine. 
the'ttiinkiBg  couples' to  faa^iteti  or  postpone  tile 
'eoQitubial  ciMnexioli. 

^^  B«t  has  not  a  great  abundiince  of  sub* 
Bistehee^  a^!n  an  uticoinibonfypl&iitifiilye&r^  an 
effect  on  marrie^e^  and  consequently  on  popu^- 
laAion  ?  TbiiS  occasional  effect  it  ceitEiinly  ha«, 
as  has  been  already  noticed^  but  In  no  other 
*way,  than  the  occasionsd  cheapness  of  other 
laarticles  in  general  nse^  to  the  amount  which 
any  of  them  forms  in  the  gederal  expenditili«. 
^Population  increases  accohiing  to  th6  earfine^* 
*of  the  prevatiing  plan  of  marriage,  nnd  tl% 
'fefealtfainess  of  the  great  masHi.  of  the  people.  If 
the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  should  of  a 
Sudden 'Ml,  and  labour  should  continue  fat  the 
former  rate,  this  will  put  the  younger  folks  of  the 
lower  nmks  more  in  the  humour  of  manning 
thim  th^  evenHsnaHy  are.  But  the  price  of 
thei^ulia^isorts  of  Ikbdrrrof  those*  ranks^  on 
which  the  mere  price  of  necessaries  has  any  in- 
fluence with  respect  to  marrying;^  will  always 
bear  a  pemnanent  proportion  to  the  permanent 
price  of  those  necessaries^  whedier  tfiey  be  b^;h 
or  low.'  These  form,  as  I  have  conjectured,  at 


thirty  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  livitig, 
or  the  price  of  things/  And,  therefore,  the 
avenge  qaatftity  of  subs^tence^in  oonsequieBoa 
^rq^tin^  the  average  prieettflabow^  witt. 
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not  nr^  tbem  to  marry  more  generally  than 
^Aeir  other  circmnstances.  permit  or  require. 
As  for  the  midAe  and  higher  ranks^  the  price 
of  necessaries  has  very  little  influence  in  dther 
preventing  or  retarding  marriage  among  them. 
They  are  governed  by  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  with  respect  to  employment^  the 
style  of  living  which  their  particular  situaticm 
and  their  clast  require  to  keep  up^  the  price  of 
the  education  and  clothing  of  their  children, 
and  the  expenses  of  servants^  and  by  thehr  owik 
fedmgs  and  opinions  ^.^^ 

Subsistou^e    has  thus   no   peculiar^  add 

sddom  any  material^  influence  in  hastening  or 

.retanBng  marriage.    What  influence  then  h^s 

it  up€»n  health,  and  by.  means  of  health  to 

render  myEurriage  prcMc,  and  the  oflbpring  long-* 

.  ISmd  and- productive  in  their  turn  ? 

According  to  Sir  James  Steuart  and  Mh 
Malthus^  subsistence  has  a  fecundating  pow^r 
^ccoc^kkg  to  its  abundance.  Mr.  Gray^  on. 
;  the  other  hand,  maintains  that  in  proportion  as  - 
subsistence  is  consumed  beyond  a  very  fnigii) 
average,  ithasadefecundatingeflect,  or  a  tend-^ 
encfto  render  marriage  less  productive. 

Sir  James  compwes  the  generative  fi^nil^ 
to  a  ^^  vpnng  loaded  with  a  weight,  which 
alwa^  .exerts  itself  in  proportion  to  th^  dimi'. 


«  H^ppt^m  of  States^  B.  vi.  eh.  4.  p;  ^« 
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notion  of  resistance:  when  fiood  has  i«BMuiie4 
some  time  without  augmentatioQ  or  ditnuiiiikm^ 
generation  will  carry  numbers  as  high  as  pos- 
sible ;  if  then  £f)od  come  to  be  diminished,  ihe 
spring  is  overpowered;  the  f<Mrce  of  it  becomes 
less  than  nothing.  Inhabitants  will  diminish,  at 
least,  in  proportion  to  the  overcharge.  If>  upon 
the  other  hand,  food  be  increased,  the  spring 
which  stood  at  0,  will  begin  to  exert  itsdf  in 
proportion  as  the  resistance  diminishes ;  peopla 
will  begin  to  be  better  fed ;  they  will  multifdy, 
and  in  proportion  as  they  incirase  incumbers, 
the  food  will  become  scarce  again  *."" 

Mr.  Malthus  is  highly  pleased  i^ith  thia 
comparison  of  the  generative  faculty  to  a  spring 
loaded  with  a  variable  weight^.  I  confess, 
the  use  of  such  compariscms  and  of  metapho- 
rical illustration,  in  questions  whidi  depend 
entirely  on  actual  £Eiets,  seems  to  mc  very 
doubtful.  It  is^  perhaps,  more  calculated  to 
lead  the  student  astray,  than  to  give  him  a 
clear  comprehension  of  the  subject  as  it  r<^y 
is.    Nor  is  the  &ct  as  Sir  James  has  stated  it. 

He  assumes,  thcU;  because  people  are  better 
fed,  they  will  multiply  fieuster.  This  is  so  Geu: 
from  bdng  the  truth,  that  the  reverse,  to.  a 
certain  extent,  is  almost  uniformly,  tm^  ..A 

f  Political  Economy,  Tol.  i.  B.  i.  ch.  3.  p.  Sf. 
f  Ettay  oa  the  Principle  of  Populatiopi,  foL  i.  B.  L 
cii.2.  p.  S8.  .      ■     ^   -      , , 
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a«imak«    ''  Fitwi  wiii^enaftl  i^jspmmet^""  «»y8 

Mr.  Grayv  ^  the  Act  in  nature  iS)  lha$  ^Ae 

ificraa^fi  ^  pojmbiHoH  u  much  in  the  ifwprse 

ratio  of  the  quaaiit^  of  nhsifitemee-uiedj  to  th^ 

point  ^  w  hdre  Mjffidenc^  of  inere  necessaries. 

The  less  a  giyen  nmnber  of  people  ocmsunie^  on 

the  average,  the  £i6ter,  on  the  srafage,  they 

inoroase:  and  viceversd,  the  more  any  giyen 

number  cwsnme^  they  increase  Ihe  slower  *.^ 

Were  it  neoessary  here  to  go  intp  a  detail 

of  particulars,  that  eirtabUsh  this  doctrine^, 

we  n%ht  qwite  every  classy  dmtriet  and  coun** 

tKf  wamd  us.    ^^  Thoee  districts  in  acoaotry 

liloewise,  which  may  be:  called  popalating,  are 

inhabited  chiefly  by  the  poor,  whp  fiire  hardly* 

Il^eir  popnlatian  <yverfk>ws,.  and  the  sarplus 

gees  to  snpi^y  the  dep<^uli^i^  districts^  wfatch 

<)0iisi8t  of  the  high«*fe«il  and  wealtiiy.  *  Cu«A>err 

'  land^  Westmorliind,  pwts  of  Yorkshire,  and 

\  ^othafvdifttiicte^of  £ngland,  tteit  are  poor  and 

4lWf8d,   send  off  their  surplus  population  t9 

other  parts  which  are  rich  and  welt-fed«    The 

Highlands  and  other  poor  districts  iof  Scotland' 

-  overflow,  and  i9end  off  their  superfluous  people 

*  tothe  riober  and  more  manufocturing  ^Bsnicts 

»  tt4>t>uie8ft  of  States,  B.  H.  di.  4.  p.  454. 
t'  Vor  tfaii  detail  consult  the  4th  chapter  of  the  6th 
B9ok  oC  the  Happiness  of  States. 
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«rtWLowliUkiS,  ^ndti  Eighmd.  Iti46ed,  If 
ib  gm«ndly  tuife  att  over  th^  glbbe,  that  tW 
tN>eir  aad  iHHfed  dttft^ict^  lire  tlie  Dwserie9  for 
tin  populate,  ridi  anei  irriA-fed.  The  rarplas 
of  tte  fEnrmer  goes  to  siipply  tbe  d6ma<id  arisinip 
fipom  the  ddk^teiM^  of  the  latter. 

^^  I%e  same  thing,  holds  true  witti*  respect 
to  vrhok  eoQiitries  as  with  re^)ect  to  districts* 
The  new  or  back  settletaents  of  Amemea^  have 
dottbidd  their  pop«dati^,  tre  are  told,  in  Jfteeo 
yeai-Sv  Now  these  new  s0ttlers>  from-  the  cii^ 
eoteStalK^o  4f  their  hiivkig  a  coimtry  to  clear 
aiid  l>rlligimobBtati  ^  ctiltlvatioB^  mtM  b^ 
ihe  WArsI  fed  ta  Atti^rica,  or  Kre  upon  tfa6 
m^MMBHOessariesv  The  Scots  ^  Ifte  Irhsfe 
liaVOy  at  an  avev^>  more  diildreii  than  the 
SngttfihybecMigevM  so  high  fed.  Th^rateof 
.  the  iiM^etts^  of  ^c^fulMion  ki  IrelaiMl  is  much 
ttiore  i^id^  %huA  in  £ttgli»id>  or  even  in  Scot» 
l&uA:  What  is  the  reatote  of  Olis?  The  mai^ 
of  her  pOpnkttion  Is  tiot^m^  &d>  us  the«ias9 
of  that  c^  the  former,  or  even  afa  that  of  th^ 
^wiafids  of  Ih^  latter.  The  great  body  of  het 
)pieopleteve  almost  entirely  on  potatoes.  And 
yet,  with  ^s  poor  fcre>  her  popnlatlon  id  ad- 
va0c«»g  at  tin  aiftotiishiiig  rtite  ^.*' 
-  Ita  sunt,  on  coibparing  classes^  towns^  dUh- 
tricts,  eountdes^  ive  tnd,  that  those  which  use 

«  Happiness  of  Sut^  B.^L  A.1^  >i^4j0. 
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(ba  greaUst  quantity  of  food  jp^ple  «lawest» 
AcGOfditig  to  the .  doctrine  of  ike  soheaeteiice 
theorist,  the  luxnriow  nuuritiine  towos^of  Amet 
rioa  slraekl  people  teter  than  the  new  setthH 
mentis  in  which  the  |2^iHivatorg.\wrk  so  hard^ 
ha?e  such  keev  appetites  and  Ikre  fnigattj^ 
LolKlon  '^riso  should  be  augmeptittg  her  iBiSkf 
genous  pcqmtetionat  an  amaeii^  rate>  while  tbt 
districts  ei  Ei^^nd^  Seodaifd  and  IrelaoMi  that 
fare  scantily  should  barely  repvodnee  their 
numbers.    But  what  is  the  faet? 

The  effaots  ef  soanty  and  luKurions  livinf 
ore  seen  ^rarifiedin  the  history '<rf  most  cfooA. 
tries  in  their  diibrent  periods.  ."^Thisis^neof 
the  «hief  causes  df'  old  and  populous  states  ieh* 
creasing  slower  in  population,  e^fsUrU  panhm^ 
tlMo  tibose  which  are  yoai^  Md  less  popuh>us^ 
It  is  not  that  the  wirer^fe'^pttiiitity  of  subi^str 
ence  is  less  afanadant  in  ti^  feran^^  ^hut  the 
refers.  A  greater  pvopoftion  of  t^e  old  and 
pepfAMB  states  lives  luxurieusly,  that  is/nsesn* 
quantity  of  the  vi^noira  articles  of  subsistence 
h«yM4  <^  mederate  d^ree^ih»t  is  salubrious^ 
!nie  mass,  therefore,  is  compurati^ety  move  u«k<> 
healthy  and  less  prolific  V 

Mr.  Qn^y  addsj  ^^  l^e  {>red6tBTnant  style  of 
(he  tm^cffvt^gi^t  in  the  tw0«itiat6s  tends  to  thp 
WWe^ilEWtt''    The  general  £K:«.thpitagho»(tlw^ 

'^tf9ti<<«Wsf  SUMO,  9lw  «li.'4.  f^^Hl, 
K  2 
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poorer  and  richer  classes  of  districts  is,  that 
the  quantity  of  food  consumed  is  somewhat  in 
the  inverste  ratio  of  the  quantity  of  exercise  out 
of  doors.     The  greater  the  excrcist,  the  tfiart 

frugal  tlie  fare;  and  the  more  luxmians  tk% 
eating  J  the  less  the  exercise.  The  formw  com- 
bination tends  as  much  to  health  and  prolific^ 
ness,  as  the  latter  to  disease  and  steriUty. 

And  yet  our  suteistence  theorists  tell  us, 
that  men  increase  faster  according  to  ttie 
greater  abundance  of  subsistence.  Diis  is  indeed 

'  to  make  the  rational  animal  depend  more  on 
food  than  the  intttional  tribes.  It  is  H^U 
known)  that,  among  these^  high  feeding  is  'un^*- 

^  feivoumble  to  profificness.  Man  is  thus  put  tiot 
^>n  the  same  footing  with  animals  but  with  vege«>* 
tables.  For  graiii>  ttmips^  oabbagfes,  potatoes^ 
are  rendered  more  abundant  fi^m  the  greater 
quantity  ctf  artificial  food  supplied  to  them^ 

The  other  obsenration  of  Sir  J'ameB,  that  ^ 
^  in  proportion  as  men  increase  in  niiiiri>eMy  th« 
feed  will  become  scftfce  agiun/*.  is  ^ubll;f  %iti^  • 
true.  It  is  uniformly  found  that  in  ftopcfrtSbn. 
us  a  c&untfy  is  better  peopled,  its  vctrious  classes 
feed  more  luxuriously.  They  must,  therefora^ 
have  inore  ample  means  of  obtaining  food. 
The  itiore  eflfectiire  modes  of  labouring/  ttifc 
fteeumulation  of  capital,  and  the  advancement 
in  science,  which  are  the  uniform  results  of 
the  increase  <tf  population,  enable  the  cultivator 
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more  completely  to  adjust  the  supply  of  sub- 
fiisteiice  to  the  demand.  And  it  will  be  shown 
afterwards  that  this  increase  also  necessarily 
aingmepts  employment  and  wealth,  and  con^e- 
qotiSiuify  pats  it  in  the  pow^r  of  a  largier  portion 
^f  aU  ranks  to  procure  a  greater  quantity  of 
the  luxurions  or  less  thrifty  kinds  x)f  eatables 
and  drinkables. 

A  defi^Qcy  and  a  superabundance  ef  food 
hme  each  an  injurious  influence  on  the  health; 
7|ie  farmer  is  a  much  more  rare  case  than  the 
latterm^tbe  hlstorjr  of  population,  alter  man 
becomes  a  cultivator,  that  is,  a  reguhd;or  of 
tto  quantity  and  hind  of  sufatistence  used.  1h 
pMportioii'  as  populalion  increases,  the  in)ti«* 
nouEr  influence  «f  deftfiieaey  grows  less  exteb/^ 
mamj  vliile  diat  wioing  from  'supeiabtiiidaiiCB 
becomes. iDore  general. 

Tim  iafl«€ilce  <^  popula^on  and  nubsfsttoce 
•ftswh  otlier  is  thus,  in  all  its  extent,  agiunst 
thr.igsiishrtgpfe  theory  of  Sir  James  Steuart 
umd  Mri Mnkhus, and  in  fy,v9uv  of  tliedoctrini 
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CHAPTER  VL 

♦ 

HAS  POPtJLATlON  A  TENDENCY  TO  MSB  Ai'WAVd 
FUIXY,  OR  NEARLY^  TO  THE  AVERAGE  AMO^Nf 
OF   THE    MfiAKS   OF   SUBSISTENCE? 

•  T 

The  subttisteace'  theory  is  prmcipally  buUl;  on 
the  notion,  that  popuhthh  hAs  on  «fi{/«ml 
tendmcy  to  riseJnUy  or  nemrhf  to  the  oioihmge 
tmount  of  the  means  of  s^^si$tince. ' '  Nil*  Mok 
tendency,  however,  does  exiMin  nature.  TUi 
is  proved  by  thb  actnal  &ot,  ttet  td  iSm  ch^ 
after  the  exertion  of  the  influence  of  the  yop^ 
kting  causes  for  several  thouMnd  yeaflNi,  ten 
are  abmdant  additional  ineanH  tS  mihmtbemcm 
even  in  the  thickest  pneopled  oonntriea. 

If  the  positimi  be  reatrieted  to  tBe  qaaHtity 
ctf  rabsi^fenee  aetuaUy  produced;  its  Jiraa  m 
fmtmt  of  tiie  std)Sistence  theory  ii^tfcHiuydi 
For  the  decisive  qae^on  then  reeling  If  ]^o^4 
lation  has  never  yet  shown  any  naiVeratf  oi 
necessary  tendency  to  rise  ftilly  or  neariy  to 
the  means  of  subsistei!ice  in  its  power,  how  ton 
the  quantum  of  those  means  reg^te  the 
quantum  of  population  ? 

l^  us,  however,  restrict  the  position  tothe 
quantity  of  subsistence  acttialfy ,  produced^ 
Uiough  this  be  in  effect  to  abandoti  thte  pHn-* 
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c^>Ie*  It  U  clear,  that  if  the  qoiuitity  of  sub- 
ainteuce  raified  in  a  district  or  country,  entirely, 
or  even  chiefly,  rfj^ulate  the  amount  of  the 
population  in  that  distijqt  or  co^ntry,  ther^. 
^l  be,  on  the  average,  an  uDiform  teqtjlenc^  in 
t)^  latter  tp  rise  or  fall  back  to  the  former. 
What  then  is  the  actual  fact  i  Far  from  such 
an  equilibrium  beii^g  uniCbrmly  p^mnti^n/ed  h| 

lH^t  diftfrictfy  t})f||;.  t|)p  reverse  is  tfie  &ct.  In- 
^ilf^  d\4f^\kph  ap  ^i»itibrii)m  e^st^  tj^re  wqh14 
^,  fpfircely  any  ^a^rtatioa  or  importation  of 
P^bsistepce.  Districts  and  coun|:rie8  would  just 
feed  thqipusdves }  ^d  there  wopld  be  little  or 
W  ^^4i|lw  pu  tl^e  one  hand,  apd  little  or  nf 
^oMMMcy  f^the  othff.  Yet  few  ailiic^s  ^an 
^g9B%  ,60  fa^uQh  «¥fpprti*»g  ^ud  importing  fi$ 
subsist^mcej  9V  difyi^y  so  mwh  fluctp^tjoQ  ii| 

.v^^Wff^f^t^if^^^^c^^v^M^^  havcjfor  f^ge§ 
eXM^ii  V^d  o^^WR  fw  ages  imported  j;raint 
^i|cMnB(ieri  tlifirefojr^ienjpyed  a.  ^^irplus,  an4 
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Holland,  and  indeed  most  of  tbe  states  -of 
Europe  have  either  generally  or  occasionalljr 
been  importers  of  snbfiisteitoe,  in  one  fonu  or 
another,  to  a  greater  or  less  amount.  i 

If  then  the  quantum  of  subststence,  ai> 
tually  produced,  entirely,  or  ?ven  chiefly,  tegn^ 
lates  the  quantum  of  population,  why  has  not 
the  population  of  Poland  and  other  exporting 
states  or  districts  risen  to  the  amount  of  snb^ 
sistence  ?  (^  how  has  the  population  of  Qre»t 
Britain  and  other  importing  states  continued  to 
increase  with  a  constant  defteieBcy  of  nttire 
sul)sistence  ?  With  respect  to  England  in  par^ 
ticukr,  her  population  has  increased  much 
Ihster  since  her  native* subsistence  became  ddl^ 
dent,  than  ever  it  did,  while  she  had  a  surplus. 
In  proof  of  this  I  have  only  to  i^er  ta  the^ 
history  of  her  population  and  subsistence  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  during  which  her 
population  has  increased  with  such  uuMual 
rapidity,  while  her  deficiaicy  ot  native  smbT 
sistence  has  been  so  considerable  as  occasion^ 
ally  to  spread  a  general  alarm  among  ail  ranks 
ofhjer*people. 

Let  us  next  examine  smaUer  districts,  mid 
we  have  the  same  truth  uniformlyconfirmed  itt 
the  clearest  manner.  We  find  that  th6  quan* 
turn  of  native  submstence  in  these^cHstricts  had 
no  necessary  or  regulating  coimexioQ  with  the 
qnantum  of  their  population :  for  the  qoatttunt 
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dfbcftlb  is  combined  in  all  possible  ratios.  la 
0BA  district  popult^n  is  increasing  ra|)id]y 
^mth  a.growhig*  deficiency  c^  native  fiub^ence* 
-In  another/ nafife  subsistence  has  a  vast  and 
hkomaiag  surphis  above  the  demands  of  the 
pcqpohtion.  In  a  thhrd  the  qnantnms  are  fonnd 
'«(» be  fliBy  equal,  lUid  so  forth.  ' 

'  ^  It  is  scaiK^ely  necessary  to  quote  particular 
^Ksmples^'iviiett  ail  migbt  be  quoted.  I  shall 
notice  one  or  two  men^  for  the  sake  of  illus* 
tration.  *  \ 

'  The  district  of  BerwickiAire  affords  us  an 
-insfrnctive  proof  of  a  sorplcM  produce  ofsub^ 
sistenee  Imfiog  tio  necesiaty  ih&tience  m  fori 
cing  up^Mie  utfUVtt  pd|Hilatien  to  its  amount; 
Tlris  cdttn^ls  wM  ktaown^  fbr  its  high  attain- 
^cneiits  in  agHeulttare.  Imteed  it  may^  in  somi 
raqiectsy  be  considef^  as  ithe  original  or  centrid 
tdMhl  otihe  improved  or  modem  Scottish  eon^ 
^enible  system.  !♦  was  in  this  county 'whew 
old  prinel|Aes  were  first  generally  abandoned^ 
aad  seience'-and  capital  appHed'^to  agriculture 
t>ii  a  grand  scafe^  "V^hout  meaning  to  injure 
the  ehdras  of  other  counties^  in  theif  own  lines, 
I  fnaty  ventweto  affirm,  that  most  of  our  im- 
|Hoved  diMrieti  hilve  di4*edtly  or  indirectly  pro^ 
fited  by  iti1ttus«rlous  exampTe.  The  lucrative 
and  advatttageoQS  results  of  capital,  when  dlt 
realed  bfMlimd'Mieory  and  correct  practicei 
fism  beea  as  fhUy  verified  here,  with  respect  to 
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agnafaltvvte,'9B/  tbey  lave  btaa  i<i  otlter  dlfitif^Ni 
with  respect  to  other  braachoi  of  HTTi^iiiwI 
For  hatfacentursrits  prodiiQe.h«0  h/^mi.  t^igtr 
iwly  imnmng.  N«fr>»d»  liBKre  Jmii  «l»i|llr 
Atty  t^k^  ui<»  cqitmitloii,  wtA  ia-a  gmilnrkr 
|ms  degree  the  old  gohwtHwi  iBare:<<iw<iiiif'. 
For  the  last  twenty  ymmijit  wiro^aUe,  ibM  in 
«<^^«flteao^  in  com  nod  oattle,  Sum,  im.bffB.  at 
>a8t  timoe  the  anMRuit  o<Hi«na«dJ[))r  its  people. 

fy^t  tiwn  ties  beai«jbte  Act  wittk  ic«p«ciit9 
its  popolation  ?  , 

^  '■  to  dianUe  is  mild  and  biKUibjr.  It  has  no 
jPHgotowQS :  DvM,  the  qaoat  pepdoiubi  mpM' 
talastttt^moi»  thill  ^Qa».i«habi(wts.    It  is 

ipith  the  emvfitim  oi  a  ^qmlaotory  ef  paiwr 
(W  firo^  it.  oanr  soavoi^  be  eaid  to  tiave  any 

only  wmfioyad  ot^^r^the  heiilibMi  •e^cansiiKf 
•et-Mgnoaitwre,  -or  tfcasa  inwe  .aaowMianHiy  ^9^ 
wmUA  vflh  diase,  but  ^Imy,  n^imaat,  Hm  ksK 
li^nnixisly  tiiaa  iIm  inhilMtiiits  <tf  ipannAo* 
mriaf  4i^riets.  Aad  yet,  wUh  all  ikh*ae  tyr*' 
fwnttwfies  a»  fiwrqwable  to  pfynplwriiaw,  4wwff 
^t«|  years  £>pm  1«01  to  ISIU  iialiaodl«Mrly 
Uieloarest  in  Great  Britain  iRitb  rf«pcQt  to  io* 
cre^.  Rutland,  Orient  nad  ^ettand  oi^jr 
jvere lover;  for,  I  heUeve^.tiie.pasev  9f  9aa/P 
Ifad  Nairn  art  ^Itmbtfyl   Iit8.ji«|^iil«t)0»  ipf 
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. .  iL*  vt  anttiMtiw  the  tw  ^miMniMB,  "wMSi 

MlilliNliiiiii  iMpBrtaditiw  gpwftwt  qnaodtgriif 
Millfatcnsjoiii  ^pnopMiioarto  AbaripapnlaliM^ 
litfjjwfawl^lmwdliuwiwliiiii.?  Vftme  eouatfo^ 
jfaMgh-  thcgp  faaA-'i  to  g*teltest  .iMoicQcgF  id 
mtiwe  iiailnM^icife,'  Inomnd:  tile.  UMt  ivfti#j 
Ittf^^ohW  «g  iwpliMrttoiu  /EtefortBi^  mimmmMf 
<iK .  tlMt  in  poiflt  .qf.  iaakam  4£'tftipn]atam-  fit 
IBiwliHi'iUiiiiii  ■■rt  <Im  Inrttmi  tihiifiinrti  sThln^ 

loin  &nf  «iMlI«iiiostUred  ini^iV.o  •  .:r-r  < 
,r  Mm mnam^viiM^Jitkmimrhm  toMerilsr 
Mikttg  to  dD^tiMiJa»qala|tMiMiM^^ 

iMMtttotaHi^taM;,  «!■«;  ff .■<!»»  =]da»dttdf  fur  «m^ 
iwyiktefc^it*  prallwfti*A.<«f  MDv^niduM  H 

U  advwiceft  too  ftstf ."    This  is  too 

.    t-  PP  f#^ ^pdcifltiipl  «wi}jar,pf.Enpt Lotbum i^ 
in  » timilar  state  wiUi  reqpect  to  nipertluQus  subdstence  at 
Berwicluhire;  an4  yet  the  increase  of  its  populi^tion  in  the 
tMune  perMI{«bMi^iMC-«»aM^^feM»  M^^ 
t  Wwkh  aTNatkina,  nH,  U  B,  I  cfa.  $.  p.  106. 
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expressed)  tiiough^  wifli  proper  KolitotioM  nwl 
expianattonSy  it  may  be  admitted  to  be;  tim^ 
Tiie  demand  foe  meD^  if  we  most  ex^ma  it  in 
this  formal  theoretic  maxvums,  9fitAag$  fiivm  an 
iaereMe  ^  enpkxjrmetit,  or  .qrcmlaad^  or  ib/^ 
laeaMof  <meiitetiim>^aiid  this  iacceaaeaglMi 
wises  from  tilt  great  soimie  of  all,  tbe  iBcr^na 
of  populatioii.    A  devaiul  for  drcolatoTa  its  A 
district  tenda  tp  pronmte  ea^y  laarriage  in  itj 
aS'ivoll  as  atlafacts  adult  ciciralators  firosi  otjiev 
districts*    Mr.GmyliaaequiMsedlus  idea  on 
Uris  futifeet  somewhat  mott  deoworaly  as  wsH 
as  disttootly  than  Dr.  Smitk.    After  haiioff 
,  iriwwm  thatcbe  increaee  of  popalaliim  naoea* 
Mr%j0cr€iB9idi!a^^^  matfrfals  of 

circnlatton  or  employment,  Imk  ifaAda;  .f^The.. 
lelSfect^  increasing  cironland  on  popalation^ 
agaia^i»«tendmcytoinciMseit.alsflu    Holdv  ^ 
ing  out  better  proqieots  of  v^yi4mg  fm  A 
flunily,  it  promo*^  ear%^  mairii^t.  M-tiie.. 
aime  time^  it  encmnges  iinmigration^lgf  can»r 
Ing-a i^reater  demand  for  ftesh  hands  t^.m^f  - 
the  new  and  additional  wattts.    Tbna  in  lifrt^  . 
wmifM  it  tendft  to,^eaickfn..the  mte  of  iiidiffw^  . 
Innsue*.'*    ...        ^  ';v-/;    ■; 

Let  ns  now  apply  these  ohservaticHEis  to  tbo  - 
districts  which  have  been  noticed^  and  we  per^  ; 

i»  H«ppiilm^i5lstei»|l*iiich.&p,'M^  ,- 
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cidire  a!i:  once  the  real  eatise  of  tbe  extraordi** 
nary  dilferetiee  bettreen  them. 

Agrictaltnte  is  the  6hief  medium  of  employ-* 
rttot  in '  Berwickfihire.  Now  this  wiH  only  tf* 
ford  business  to  the  one  fotrrth  of  popnlatibh  in 
the  least  imprav€ri  iiistricts,  but  <he  highly  im^" 
prored  state  of  <;uWyation  in  ^that  county 
renders  only  about  Mine  sfarth  neciessary.  A 
much  larger  proportion  than  that,  indeed^  is 
required  to  supply  the  demand  of  other  ^s- 
tricts  for  subsistence,  yet  still  this  additional 
d^and  iti  not  tsuflteient  to  emjiloy  the  minibef 
bwn  ih  the  county.  ^ 

Wtem  the  tlefldency  Of  employment  mar- 
riage is  iiot  in  general  tfery  early  fa  it ;  yet  the 
agricultural  temperance  in  the  style  of  Bvitig 
and  the  health  aril^itrg  fh>m  agrieultural  eicer^ 
dses  render  it  productive^  and  Its  oflj^nfg 
healthy.  There  is,  therefore,  constantly  6 
cdtMidetoble  mimber  o^  miperfluous  haMs  pro*' 
dtv^'  and  tDfese  leatte  it  to  Ibd  employmeirt 
wBetfe  other  bt^nehes  of  drctibmd  are  moi« 
ett^tllftvely  ctdtivated.  Hjus  a  defidency  of ^ 
efnpltfyttient^  and  fhe  emigradon  arlshig  tcom 
Hy  render  peculation  stationary  in  a  county) 
triAih 'produces  shA  an  immense  surplus  quan« 
iity«i>f»hbBlitence.     ' 

<  On  the  other  hand  Lanarkshire  and  Lan« 
tsashiK  h«M)  isnch'  a  vast  ^tuttUt^  of  (^m)»loy^ 
iwiit,  frrai  their  supplying  other  districts  with 
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various  article  .of  ^otbiiig^  &a  tbat|  tbougU 
this  ]^roinotes  early  marfiafei' the  bkrtiis  an 
not'mildent  tofwahfa  a  doe «i{qplf  itf  hands, 
l^eee  cotttieft,  thweftn-e,  not  opty  retain  almost 
9a  tile  native  pojHilflctieQi  bnt  attract  innm** 
grantB  fitmi  lees  employed  districts.  What 
sobsirt&nee  it  does  net  mA  tjiem  to  nose^  they 
jRircbase  feon  others  that  raa w  a  soperflnity^  as 
^hers  pwchas^  from  them  the  sorphis  clothr* 
ittg^  whieb  they  taattHfeotitre. 
t  These  filets  demonstrate)  that  there  Is  no 
feeessary  <;o9Beieiott  betiwen  the  actual  qnavt 
tmn  oif  ^subsistence  raised  in  ^  district^  aad  its 
oetHfil  popidaitioQ)  «cooi*ding^  to  th^tbecnyof 
Mr.  Maltfaus;  while  they  estaMttlv  the  theory  of 
Mr.  Or^y.  According  to  this  aothor^  the 
qnaatily.of  sabsisteoace  in  a  district  has  little 
or  no  n^al«ti4ig  Ibree;  It  is  the  effi^t>  jaot  the 
fiauSe  ol  popul$rfMn« 

.  WbBM^er  in  a  dis^t  creates  an  additional 
IwoiHit  of  empfeyineiit^  teff  a  tendeoicy  to  ppd^ 
moto  eariy  Hiarriage,  as  wdl^  to  wfmk  th# 
^>ffe|mii^  o»  t^e  sfKA.  /These  eiroj^tttms/of 
flimree^  «wt  obtain  a  sodfieieat  qaaatllgr.  ^ 
food;  and  if  It  does  not  suk  tfaenft  to^  m\B^ 
tik^k  titemselyesi  tiliey*  wiU '  fmrchfise  Jvt  itaom 
those,  wliose  circumstances  nentdar'  it'  m^ 
suitable  to  apply  a  greater  prop6ttao«  of  )0^nds 
to  raisifigofi^^tence  aad  wiiidi  ^km^,^imr 
Jl^^  ftuta.if  thgre^ere-ao  S!«plil».))Jffll»r 
^3 
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aUb/.^e  forma*  woidd  be  obliged  to  get  more 
hands  to  work  at  agricHlture^  and  tbtts  force 
tbeir  <iwii  soil  to  yield  thrasi  what  they  want. 
The  rise  iuthe  price  of  food^  from  the  clrcam* 
Stances  of  tbe  case^  wo«dd  both  tempt  and 
enable  circulators  to  do  tbis^  till  the  soil  of  the  . 
given  (fistrict  eouid  be  made  to  produce  iu> 
more. 

On  tte  eith^  hai^^  were  tliere  no  cfistridB 
deficient  in  snbsistenoe^  no  didfrict  would  eon^ 
time  to  gww  a  latter  amonnt  than  it  cdoM 
dispone  cf  to  ite  ^ffm  population.  For  the  enl- 
tiiTaCor,  in  such  a  cme,  coold  not  seM  his  smv 
ph»  prodoee^  and  if  he  continned  to  raise  af 
sttperAuoiUi  qaant^,  he  would  at  lei^tli  W 
cuiMd^. 

Thns^  <m  lAnt  w4hi6le,,the  qnatitity  of  substiifc^ 
inoo  WMMliy  raised  smdtir  tiie  ireg«ilaCion  of 
ibe  will  of  population^  in  a  chain  of  district 
connected  natlenally  or  cofmnerdally^  will 
«ar»te|MWd  as  aeeurately  as  »  fractieable  wilb^ 
ttie  atnMkit  wteted  by  the  total  population  of 
those  di«^riots«f .  More  than  the  Whcie  K«. 
ipmm,  instead  dt  producing  a  stimukiAing 
1^^  on  tttofHage^  would. have  a  contrary  in^ 
ikieiuse-  It  wirald  tend  to  lower  the  profitfe^ 
sttd^Mtdb^iteBtly  dinnnish  the  amount  of  em«^^ 
l^tywWM.    And  t0M  thati  the  whole  requires 

*    ,        *  jiaj^mefls  of  States,  3r  vi.  du  S«  p.  444* 
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would  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible  by  the 
stimulation  created  by  necessity  and  the  in-> 
^;:^ased  means  arising  from  a  higher  price. 
.  ^  3.u^  ^he  quantity  of  subsistence  raised  in 
certaiu  districts  or  portions  of  the  supposed 
chain^  may  differ  veiy  materially  from  that  re- 
quired J)y  these  portions.  With  respect  to  the 
lodging  branch  of  circuland^  the  amount  of 
this  will  in  every  district  correspond  very  accu- 
rately with  the  amount  of  population.  Circu<^ 
lators  must  find  lodging  on  or  near  the  spot 
wherie  they  ^enei-ally  are  employed.  But  it  is 
not  at  all  necessary  that  either  food  or  clothing 
fhould  be  raised  or  manufactured  on  or  near 
the  4pot  where  the  circuHators  reside.  These 
can  be  purchased  and  brought  from  a  distance^ 
and  sometimes  to  a  greater  advantage. 

The  drcumst^noes  of  the  population  of  a 
district,  thei*efore,  determine  the  quantity  of 
iidMistanoe  raised  in  if^  just  ^  tbfit  4>f  clotb- 
ingu  It  is  the  proportwn  which  the  d^wht^rs, 
tvho  labour  at  cuMwa^miy  bears  to  th^  whoh 
jfofftd^on  of  a  given  district,  thatreguiates  the 
ftiovtity  o^'  subdstence  produf^ed  m  it;  and  it 
(j[  the  circumstam:^  of  these  circulators,  which 
regulate  that  p^eportiovu  For  example;, .  it 
.  (Hits  tbecircnmstBfiQei?  of  the  United  States  of 
North  Americs^  and  of  Poland^  to  apply  n  lai|;er 
portion  of  their  hands  to  cultivation  (han  is 
necessary  fo  supply  their  own  want.    On  th^ 
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;«th(»r  bated,  it  suits  Grmt  Britiiti '  bmI  otber 
Atates  ta  4pp)y  a  smaller  propoiidoB  of  harids 
tbaa  is  necessary  tb  supply  a  sofficteot  quad- 
.tity.  The  latter  find  it  more  profitable  and 
.  eafiy  to  puix^ase  a  certain  portion  of  subrist- 
,eiioe.  from  tfat  former,  and  to*  employ  the  addt* 
.  tjcmsl  bauds  that,  would  be  requisite  to  raise  this 
,  portion  in  more  lueratlve  brstnbhes;  of  business. 


1 . 


CHAPTER  mt. 

WII&    MPOLATIOH    CON!lWUBuTi>   tklClULftSB /TliL 
.f   /^BEAITH.aKACHBS  nW^FIJIiLC^OIiPLBMfcMT? 

'  rlAvtNQ  now  ascertained,  that  in  real   life 

poipulation  r^^lates  the  quantity  of  subsist- 

ence/we  com^  to  a  question  of  much  interest : 

'^tl  a  continue  to  increases  Oil  it  is  checked  bjf 

'  a  deficiencg/  of' subsistence  P  • 

'     'Aether  this  be  answered  in  the  affirp* 

'  ative  or  not,  the  regulating  power  of  population 

'  cannot  be  affected.    This  power  will  be  pos- 

'  sessedby  the  human  will  tiU  the  earth  reaches 

'  Us  full  complement,  if  that  period  should  evei^ 

Ittrlve. 

^  ''    Mr.  Malthus^s  notion  respects  the  increase 
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•lOCiK^vidiktkiP  tt  prMtDt^  and  ataU  tfanes^  «ki4 
;theevy»ari^goiitofit.  TUs  wekartthown 
-tO' b#  Mi1r«rB«ntedi  But  Wjidlftce^  C<»dor6«t 
j«id'0tiberB|  wi^MMrt  nactgnisii^A  pfeseat  It^- 
.fiMAinfliienoe  lof  this  Und  in  the  iiMttepe  ^ 
.fOjpnktOiom^'i^  te  #lttt  wimid 

;  UAl  Ihe  immftQ  i»ee^  ireM.  i t  te  irMcli  Ik  k^^ 
w«Mi<fll  b^yodd  trtddi  the  ^rtb  eocdd  feiMt  do 
more,  and  yet  Gonttnne  to  increase.    Thare  i& 
no  occasion  to    have   recourse   te    Utopian 
schemes,  or  to  dream  of  states  of  perfeet  hap-* 
piness  arising  from  perfectly  good  goveraioents, 
though,  alas!  by  the  way,  the  power  which  the 
Tery  best  possibly  gc^verwient^coidd  posseni  to 
make  the  great  mass  of  men  mcNral  and  happy, 
4ri^V0Cy>li»itad  indeed.    TU*  fMittl^witt  &t 
lengdi  eon^  faoweter  wretehed  oli»  gotfini* 
ments  may  be,  eren  according  to  the  popdta- 
'  tion'theory,  unldss'there  be  an  essetfttial  change- 
'intfafe  fbrcM  of  ttie  stimulating  «id  counter- 
dctihg  eaiwses.     tVe  hare  seen,,  that  with  a 
Vgreat  Bdajofit^  of  very  wretched  governments, 
population,  on  the  whole,  has  hitt^rto    con* 
'  tinned  to  increase.    If  then  it  be  not  checked 
^^by  an  entire  new  trmn  of  circumstances^  or 
Sdinetbing  in  the  nature  of  tbe  increase    of 
^population  itself,  it  must  at  l^gth,    though 
'  th&i;»ands  of  years  may  intervene  (should  the 
present  system  of  things  contiwiQ  so  long), 
reach  a  pitch  beyond  wUch  the  earth»  wiUi 
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iSl  tVe  ft^istance  timvA,  tmatoffndmBt'nM^ 
kieAt  sHbilsteiiee  to  fe«d  it:  - 

■'Aeeordfof  to'  Mr.  Gt9!f,  ithe-iaorteiie, af 
{wpukkHon  does  oarry  in  icwdf  tte  saeda  of 
txmfitentctioD,  wiridi^  ti«  tlUatet. it  ^probable, 
uriB'terMmMely  ^powtuM  tinoHgfhto  diaak  it* 
pragrttg  ta^tdtf.    The  pttacipte  Mof  'covaler- 
Ik^tibki  he  finds*  in  1^  unifom  UHtkimof  of  ti^ 
'  iflfendse  of  population  to  laorMsew^tli  and 
tt^arge  towns,*  and-  demetpi^tAf'to  promote 
Itthfly  *  and  modes  of  b«8iti«6  iBJoribas  to 
iMMb.    *nie  nse 'Of  sap«i4i»tHi  iEbods,  jnddr 
'jgeAce  in  sedentary  aMd  eftaiifiata>  babita,.'aii4 
uulfealtMil  einp4ojn>eiits  annd  die  iiui|iwc*air 
](to<Mttf4 'b^  fiarrow   ttveets    aad '  itMnMed 
•makHiH  '6#  popnltidon,  tend-  stt»u|^-lo'dsinu  iiu 
-HJUftcf;  a«  weR  le  to  <Bbdrten  Ufei    lilMjr  iot  vaty 
render  nl^^utiag^  less  proAMtivn,  teit  the.dass 
WcBakx6ti8  xlBkptiag  ittOM  ttiAeaiMif.    To  the 
^dekiMas^  0rproQii6ti^neri^''and4fte>iaci«a8»..of 
dlMiks^/tu^  «dBO't»  1)e  added  lliedefltniatim 
N^i^iMil  tiiif  acbidents  ^'^  by  toea^and'taDfd;,  wliiiA 
%eeiA  tb'keiep  ^o^iaentitog  in  pr^rtioo-as  pc^ib- 
Hfttmn-  grows  more  crowded.    "Hmr  aUr  tbeife 
>tlft6ebces  ittust  become  t^ore-'^ettbm  every 
year,«8'^poi^lation  dra;w8  neaarer  to  ita '««■»- 
l^eat,  atTeil^t;  aaef  it  has  pe«(eA>a  certain 
*ira*e- of  thtdcufess.  'T^coantemetfag  oauscB 
will  grow  ponstantly  stronger,  while  the  elKmii- 
lating««IU,-  g!tolr  ftittier  weaknr.    Thip  /ormer, 
>  u2 
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Ifceiefinre^  mty  at  kmgth  comj^etdy  overpower 
the  latter ;  and  the;  result  will  tbea  be,  -that 
population  wUljbeeome  on  the^whok  s^tionary^. 
if  not  retrogressiTe.  ;  .i 

^^  Not  only  ail  the. regular  but  all  ttu^occa^ 
sionai  depopulating  causes/*  say^  Afr.  Qmy, 
•^  have  hitherto  been  overpowered,  by  t^e  i^ 
gular  populating  pnes,  ^as^t^  by  the  ooca* 
sionai.  The  varioui^  states  of  socieljj,  existimg 
over  the  extent  of  the  g]fobe>  admitted  this* 
Population  has  been  able  not  only  to  fxggmt 
the  effects  of  peace  in  one  portii^  against,  tiioife 
jof  war  in  another^  aqd  healthy  qlimates  and 
seasons  against  ui^eallthy »  but,  what,  is  oif 
jsmAx  vast  iniuepce,  new  ai^l  vigorous  coloni- 
satioiis  against  old  states.  And  after  .bailor 
dug  all^  w6  fin4it  l]|as>  on  the  whole^  kppt.mlr 
irancing.  By  some  additiomtl  cause  of  tincrease 
in  one  district,  t]t  has  gained  noiore  than,  it  has 
lost  in  another.  And  so  it  would  certainly 
continue  to  do,  were  the  pppulatix^  and  d^;^ 
.pulating  causes  to  continue  ^  of  a  somei^W 
similar  force*  But  in  proportion  as  the  eart^ 
becomes  more  generally  well  p^pled,  then^ 
must  be  a  gradual  foolure  of  the.  pop^jdatii^g 
9gA  an  increase  of  the  depopulating  ^rces :  nod 
whether  the  last  may  not^  ere  the  world  is.  fulj^ 
.-peopled,  overpower  in  t^ir  tuiti  the  fotmer>  is 
-the  question  *.'*  ^       ■       / 

•  Hflppinessof  Sutei,  B^ir.  th,?*  p.8f0^,  .    ' 
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'    Dr.  Jwrbld  reckons  the  ^ertions  of  the 

anufi*  to  possess  a  <^OHXiteractmg  influence,.  ^^  As 

tbe  fiMsaUies  of  the  mind  are  miemployed,*"  says 

hfi^  ^^  as  .the  man  sinks  dflWa  towards  the 

ai^maly  he  is  prolific ;   as  he  ascends  above 

tkemi  his  froitfiihiess  decreases*.**    And  cer- 

taariy  mneh  thinking  \ms  both  a  defecundating 

^  aad^destructive  effect.    Tlns^  however^  is  only 

n  pmi;  of  a  whole^;  a^d  considered  singly  wonl^ 

ha^iint  a  trifling  inftnence  in  opposing  the 

^stiitnllating  causes.    It  is  enumerated  by  Mr. 

Gray  among  his  counteracting  circumstancesi. 

^^  It  may^  be  affirmed  generally,  th$t  labouring 

wHb  the  bddy  lias  a  feci;indating  virtue,  an4 

laboimBg  with  the  mind  an  influenqe  of  the 

i»ppptite  kimd.    Deep,  abstruse  and  unpleasant; 

tfiMdag,  indeed  ipuch  thinking  of  any  of  the 

gr^hre9orts' seems  to  hai^  a  strong  defecun- 

dating  elBfect.      Close  study,    care,  anxiety^ 

wieastness,  fear  ^i  poverty,  distress  aiising  from 

faaskMiptcy,  the  diminution  of  property,    or 

'frdtt  disappoiotments  with  respect  to.  favourite 

firq|eets,  soitow  for  the  loiss  of  relations  or 

Xddiids,  jvbwvse  £(Hr  crimes^  habitu^glopm  of 

mind,  or  depression  of  spirits,  despondence  an(|[ 

jdQspair,  all  tend  to  diefecundate,  or  to  render 

Jthehiiiman  ammal  less  prolific  'fJ' 

Civiliaation^  it  is  true,  however,  to  a  cerjtaip 

*  Dbsertationi  on  Man,  p.  250,  272,  &c. 
,       .f_  Happinen  of  States,  B^  iy.  ch.  S.  p.  309^ 
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rate  of  {ttapula^n,  has  a  po{mlatiii|p  kiftMiice4 
Maii  in  thne  i^av^igQ.  st^kte,  Id  wtiich  be  il  mat 
Very  mtich  eWat^  Bboi%  the  mere  attotti 
coDcfitibB^  is  by  no  means  prollio.  Bilt  tU 
€iv|lii^ng  inflnenoe  of  ttie  in<»ea8e  of  pqndflfb 
tion  gradually  cOpretite'tbto  rude,  defeaittidflti^; 
and  unhealthy  balH^s  4tif  men  4ip  to  ^e  MM 
noticed.  Beyond  tins  rat«  dviUcatiOb  MbUM 
a  luxurious  cast,  and  ^lperates>  in  an  advanoed 
tetate  of  po]^ulation,  very  gitrotigly  wiA  ifedoni* 
tary  habits  and  oth^  i^rcunMtlMK^  t^  ii^m 
productiveness.  :       . 

A  statistical  crific  bas  Mnted  at  l^dU  «ftet 
of  civilization.  He  says,  ^  Be  it  dMfei^^  alSD, 
that  there  is  an  extreme  point  im  the  pragwu' 
of  civilization  towards  its  higbMt  stifge,  (in 
which  the  population  of  a  Country  cinatdtia^^ 
crease  its  numbers  a»y  fnxtiMm^f  Bntwte. 
ther  the  critic  entertains  thi«  opinion  concern- 
ing civilisation  from  the  views  «ri^g  oofcnof 
Mr.  Gra/s  theory,  or  fihrmi  some^tfaer'TOWB'or 
bis  ovtUy  does  not  appear,  aa  ba  has  iieMier 
quoted  that  author  ifOt  explained  In  wbatr^be 
t^ncelves  this  CQuntemcting  ktAtraoe  torcMi^^ 

That  the  defeonndsrting  abd  unbeatfafo)  la« 
flnence  of  luxury,"^  sedentary  habits*  and  e0i% 
ployment  is  Tery  powerful  in  a  crowded  fctate 

♦  Quarterly  Review,  October  1816,  p,  56,  Reriew  of 
^r,  3c|mfner*8  P^&ss^yv 


Digitized  by 


Google 


cmtrmi.:?  n\wmmu0.mmmm»mrt  K^^Y  I9U 


of iMfNikitiiai,  aai  tb^iitr  8titt.(«|tkme^  to  iii>: 
cQBMeia  pt0fm!t&oa*M  tfae^lettf r  gmirs  mots; 
oomied,  eamuitt  be  difipratpdiii  clii  .Oii  %0b6 
^fXifiM  rtiM  of  :tW  B^fll^  I^qloBian  4M[ 
CHask,  which  have  beeii)U»iaa|U^  Utette'iii 
(MlMrialMn;  for  ItbvTO  'tMiitlianflBtHl  yearl  at 
bwti  tibe  t^ragr^ri^  {K»iiiilailoii>l||B' j^^ 
dow,^lf  »ot  otatwDary^ifot^ages,  rit  is  4«i^ 

Ottiiiniiod  to  iboKOserajHdly^f  ia  isptee  oid 
pKMnk  Me  of  mperflHotiB  £^  jiadiinniiiad^ 
habits  and  sMsntary  emplojinwtv  |i» 
ciStejr.wbenif.  :ihit  jione  of  itboolLhstve  ceaoli^ 
Urn  lyalf  of  their  .tDmplemmtf  AnchtbMgfa  tav 
ittppoicei  medical «ystarihs  iotvoidow  a  gnMt 
dai^  the  jainat»>gti^A;wlating  effects  of  luxvrj 
avul  sadntiiwNtp  'Of  eoiyloyni^it  ate  diaplajKd 
Ui Adr  IdsrgettwiisL  Mwy  ofjd&esa,  jodeed^  arq 
mpidfy''  mtmomngl  biit  kris  not  fmn  thdr.iiidl^ 
'  fflMHift  yopiJatiMit^  itfjg  vSwm  constant Jmiml 
giiiiao  filom  JiKaie;lMd$fay:dttUioi%  {»roduc^ 
hgn'Ae  ten^rtaiioa  ^  more  lucrative  (einplioys^ 
moBt^  it  ji>idatnMMl|i  pvphabtaj  that  avail 
IhiM  iMiiii-aliiite^Mcdftaia.dB^ 
l«ff])r  «if  thijroaite  wiobt  ^k|^6d'  in  tdanot 
^MMm^  i)w>  naAwf  f^griatioii-  ift  viAecMMibg' 
Hie  uicrease  of  sterility  amon^  so  many 
%IafiK$e6>  ob  iffife'otte  harid^  ^tuf  on  ttie  other,  of 
^^e.^i£isea^$s'  ^QtTjJ^p^ 
plexy,&c.  lNit,«y[)om0U 
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reason!  to  eottjeptcire;  ttiat;;  <evlea  with  m  wtrnf^ 
adv9CatSigeB  iarpioiiit  df  their  dimtei  foviemr-:^ 
menl,  &io.  ttte  aoftipopiilation  causes  may  ansp-' 
^ower  the  ^pd^Uatfaig  ere'tKby  have  rbactM) 
IlKiriuIl  coaa^lemeiit.  /  ^      :  » 

>  <<  To  state  a  period^  fays  Mt.  Grey,  ^' fyr 
1k^  equaliidng  of  the  populathig  and  'de|)dpfi^* 
lating^  causes,  most  be. mere  cenjeoture.  "{' 
rtiouM  conceiTe,  faoTi^ewr,  irere  aiiiiretaal'po|>iK 
latum  to  reach  such : a. crowded  state,  tfaa& 
tiie  large^tovm  j[N>puklioii  ^  was  equal  tonttet 
of  the  country,  it  would  sctoicely  be  ^^ble  toi 
make  any  fieuiiher'  progress;  if,  indeed,  it  did* 
BOt  grcnr  itetrbgrdde;  In  such  a  "MAt^'  liris 
eounti^r  popillatioii  itself,  fi^oni  its  crovrded-* 
uess,  and  the  wealth  had  luxury  flowing  finm 
this,  as '%(^  as'  its  c^une^dcHr  wiiAi  the  towv 
poi^utetidn,  would'  have  lost  nradi  oiitB  pro* 
dirt^re  Vigour.  -  It  would  he  bardy  abte'to 
keeptiprits' Own  numbers;  ine^^eadof ' supp^rfal|| 
byJts  overplus,  ai^  at  present,  ibe*  deMnictkm 
canisi^  iavttxwns.  Wliete^  tibeuvis  tbe  tlepo*' 
l^ilftlioa  of  tte  large  tcmisi,-.  whioh  W  felt'€f«^en 
in  Ae  present  laai  state  iofpopidaddni^aiid^^ 
flETOSt  theh  be  gcbiuklji  iuerateed  to  belsuppttW? 
Tbere4fi  ilK>  lenge^atagnrqomfer  newrecrufdug 

M  the  conqraencemei^  at  the  class  qf  large  towns,  as  t&i^ 
amoojit^  a  towh'  tem  be^ns  to  ]^Wadce  the  usaai  effe^ 

i  .' 
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and  if  the  loss  cannot  be  supplied^ 
pbpnladoa^  of  eourse^  must  annually  de- 
orease**** 

Tbe  rate  of  increase  in  the  popnlation  of 
Bfitain^'Smce  the  cradmencement  of  the  Freneh^^ 
TOvolm^n  warr  tha  i^dity  of  whioh  ig  yftor 
babjy  uopreeedented  in  her  history,  has  been 
<{iiol6d  l^  Mr.  Gray  in  his  second  letter  to  M. 
Say,  as  tbe  grahd  cause  of  her.  ettraordfnary 
ibcMMe  in  ^weidth*  during  that  period.    ^^  Al« 
l»^lk4ttg  for  the  greater  oompletenera  of  the  entn 
skeiMtioQ^oflMi;*  writes  be,  ^' I  am  inclined 
«»  ti]^,  that  the  population  of  Britain  alone 
bftd  increased  iMmm  1792  and  T815  fiill  one 
JtaHb,  or  about  ^,600^000  sonU.    In  this  pto^ 
dlghms^  incvease  ^ofher  droidators  eomUned 
wilMbe  HDprepftdeiitad  inoreMe  i;^  irealfy  pre^ 
ihHmtyiisM  \M^fr^okle  eai|i}o)Meat,  iro  hare 
llM.BC$ii8l  SMrew  o#^bt  ast<Miishlng  iacreiie 
l«4t^riiicoiiie;«i|deaptt&l^  or  bcr  health,  during 
tbese49Siiity-tkMe  y«awi*.'** 
.   ;  This  cagid' iticrease  has  since  bean  quoted 
by  14^... Malthas,  against. Mr.  We]^ai|44^^  to 
l|b|9^^tt)^ thV^^^  of  tqwpikjwt «p|; 

igi(0k\f^fii^^  MiIti^hoiwmr,ita 

^pooaidaMd  tbafctba  poimlation  of  Bri^^ 
jcoanderably  under  half  its  complement.   Sbot;. 

X    ..«  Happiiisii  vi  AntM,  B.  iY.  d^.  7*  p.  355. 
.  ,  t  AH  QmuM  prodg^va  pf  MtHHuri  health;  p.  ^,    '* 
I  Bmmi^.   Appeadizi  vpU  ui,  pf  409t   *    , .       . 
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land  is  not  ooe^  fifth  ptiyled,  Wales  ^nly^  «it : 
fourth;  and  JlngliMNi  )im  iBany  agnasltiMil 
districts,  where  the  people  &re  frugdify)  4ii4' 
aape  very  prolific*  In:  1811,  the  pofnikdMm  of 
the  iehmdin  jto^ros  contiiwing  fiQQO  aoqk  iMiA; 
npwarAs  waa  abovt  9fi^fifM>,  w  a^iyt  «: 
litlle  more  than  cme  fwvtfa  >of  the  whole  pe^ibrj 
l^lioii  *<  And;  ther^  wHf^  oaly.  sixtgr-^PM  tMtnih 
ill  HoMtanwg  4010 vQlA>«)Offl<^  The^; 
iooreaBe  of  employmeat And  vmitk  in^Emtimfiii 
had  aftliMted  as  utnnense  wnnber  <4  tiwlihyr 
inraiigranta  frem  SloetlMdv  Irelaad^  Clurtmnyp 
wd  other 'eoiiii^«>  to  ^  ine(tot^poKf(>.iin4  bir 
manvAcCoHiig'  aod  i»idwcr/tMrt^  BriMuM 
tlifpefiMre^  il  nomleriM  of  a  stele,  which^baft 
wearily  reached  tl»  (oisftleiMBQt^^  and  iSfM^ 
loipdid  Iqf  aatioM'lhat  aceliiliy  as  popilkiM^  r 
^  .  SoHie  0f  4ie^o)d.|^<tt|ded  etatea  af  Aaw^Mb 
mora  liketyt^blford  iai.eMmplaa<if  labalfmitr 
iM^/eqpeoted  j|^  it  jtMMf  oC  popnlalkA)  4baft 
has  ai^roached  itS'PiMAicaUe  e^^ 
China aeeiM  le  })e  «he  mail  mtcptele'itf  alL 

*  Mr,  MalthuB  says  the  town  population  of  Ei^dandis 
to  the  eotutry  as  1  to^  (toI.  iih  Appendix,  p^4)0) ;  baC 
lii  l|MflOt«tate4  tt  what  nihiAffp  ^  qoniflienoei  Vi»4HKmi. 
;IJnkto  Mgagod  j^eMcill j  ia  aBJMtiiry:  ^  iftiaalsa  a^fr 
beahby  vmaf4i$Mim>  ib«i  pqpiliityvi^of  ,v|^^BWM44ji^ype 
,  of  smaV  townsy  pefhaps  up  to  the  rate  of  9000  souls,  will 
be  as  healthy  at^i,  prelifij^  ar  Uu)  p^^im  of  46ttagei, 
fano^uses  and.  humli^  (H«ppUKai  of.StAftiB,  Q,  if. 
4h.8.  p.S66*)      .-*'.[    .  .  '. '  -iu.  .,;- 
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It  has  been  thickly  peopled  for  at  leaakftw* 

ttonsand  years.     The  luxwi^us  .  haMyto  of  a 

omwded   populatioa  and  t|ieir   offsets   mtit 

aecessaitiy  have  bee9  aocumniatiiaig*    A  ^Mit 

mMober  of  ita  towos  Also  must,,  dnfipg  so  lox^ 

»  period^  have  beoefme  wry  lai|;e^  wdnfr^w 

tlie  notices  of  those  who  have  yi»ted  tl^at  ^eRili- 

^gidar  coimti^iiuperfeet.aiid' local: 219  thesftiiMk 

we  have  reason  to  thiA  that  ^s-towiftwte  TiNV 

mmaarom  and  unvsually  laii^ '  /J%is  .eomliy 

fdso  suffers  Uttl9  from  emigpratipa^a«<l  it[.«9WQ0* 

Ijr  admits  of  imisSgratioii^    Wkat  1^:.i»  jkhp 

atate  of  this  )Q^  and  treUrpeop)e4f{v>i}otry  ^.|o 

.imrease  ia  itsMUohers?^    Stlui8yp80h(Wlk;iKt6l^ 

«ioce  tban.thrte  ftmrtb4  of  its  neibfit^^rfifiviiti^r 

PMDt aooordipg  to  theinpBt. n&VM^iP^ -liUMr . 

neots,  but  it  is  more  pro»aM<t4lw>^itJ)ttyi>iili^ 

jMohed  the  kfMi  MA^el  m  ppppi|||iflii|i|!;sup- 

^osed  to  be  sta^ocwry^  AtjVS^tBtf^Mom^ 

ifiit  ha  inci«4ising^,is^¥«iiy,slM&  r  )i(r<  W^  MV 

fluiikS'of  deo^tin  aonnM^  its  iMra»^<!.    ^j^b: 

In  mauf  ^wes,  up^to  fi  »CffMa»:f^iift.ja^ 

jtowu^populatiou^  the  stinmlatiDg  eaoses  qm^ 

1)6  sufficiently^  strongs  to  overpower  the  ooun^ 

jt«i90tive, ,  mvemng  4n.  ^d^ppimlftti^  ioflp^pe 
IhoQffb'those  ,in9jr  M  iB«^>it  hy^m  4WISM 
.  Idlowsfipom  tInSi'that  the  latter  mqr^  Mt  «t 
leiigth  acquire  such  fyrce^^w  compU^  %6 
isheck  the  former.  ...  \ 
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i$6  WILL  tOVVhAnOS  VftfiP  TKCMA9INO  BOM  lU 

In  comparing  districts,  in  which  the  stimn* 
fating  and  counteracting  causes  are  not  very 
HiflTei'eAfly  combined/  wt  may  mistake^  but  we 
cannot  well  be  deceived  as  to  districts  in  th^ 
ektrenieft  of  differeAce.^  For  example^  fe  tli^re 
mny  man  who  believes,  that  .in  the  new  and 
iMnfy  peopled  state  of  Kentucky  the  defecua* 
^ftling,  and  positively  destroying  circumstancel 
approadi  near  to  the  force  which  tliey  have 
reaciied  in  the  old  and  crowded  comity  of  Mid* 
-Aesex?  t¥fcat  then  must  be  the  result^  wei* 
It  even  granted,  that  the  stimulating  were  afe 
itrong  in  the  latter?  Could  the  indigenoo* 
pojmlfttion  of  Middlesex  double  itself  in  tbt 
^Sflttlie  peyidd?  Nay,  but  for  the  influence  «f 
iiei^y  tefliigrwits,  could  that  population 
Ifiespttpits  numbers? 

What  then  is  the  cause  of  the  slower  in*- 
enut  of  p6{Mdation,  cceteris  paribHs,  m  older 
and  more  populous  countries?  .  Is  it^  as  Mu.. 
MaHhus  seems  to  imagine^  because  food  is 
more  sctttty^in  the  latter?    Or  is  it^  ai  Mr. 
Gftt^  maintains,  because  it  ii  consumed  in  a^ 
ittoMf  es^cessive  and  luxurious  degree  by^the^ 
great  bod)f,  and  because  this  body  is  engiigad 
in  fiM3  lieatthy  pursuits  ?  ^  <'  It  has  been  asked^ 
WlHy^des  nM  aft  equal  number  jmxluce  im^ 
equdlho^ease  iti  Britiun  as  in  America?    And 
it  has  been  answered^  The  obvious  reason  to  be 
lMiu4^^  isti  deficiietic/of  Amm)*    Tbt^  is  U>  pay^ 
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im  atteotioa  to  theory  and  e^  disi^^;w4  to  ^t« 
ytith  a  vengeuace.  The  real  answer  is  just  th^ 
jieverse;  or  chiefl;^  because  the/ great  ii^ass  of 
Britons  eat  more  luxnriously  or  auperfluppsly 
than  the  Americans*  The.  ayerage  ^^^pti^y  jof 
fiubsisteace  consumed,  and  therefpre  pr^ouffyi 
in  Brit^n^  is  greater  than  that  consiuped  j^ 


Ik>c3  J!.  SiffiiiAiiofSutat,  3«iv.(di,«^p»;94K  A 
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1S#  WILL  fOHfhkTtOrf  KHE*  iNdHEAlSlNO  «Odff  tf «. 

4i{Mm  the  wb6te,  it  has  not  Ibw^i^tatdoftkryfai 

tttese  portmm  frf  the  globe.    The  ine^etse  in 

Hbe  tw0  fomiei^hM^evideiitljr  been  Much  tttat^ 

cafHd  Biace  the  inlemorabte  em  of  the-  Rdbrnna- 

^0D/aiid|iiUttieuIai^  duriBg-the  last 'Century. 

JRiait'g^restt  evMft  in^  Che  Intttotyoff  tli%  hvniaii 

«aoe  itt  Svrope^  wbioh,   it  is  p^bable^   will 

tdthnatefy  a^ct  the  ^testiaieB  ^  the  whiiie 

Mtee^  WW  ptttly  itself  prodmed  by  the  civllt- 

«atiaD  •oeeembily  arisibg^AMit  of  the  iiicp«we 

.^  ptfptltatidm  1^  Hie  uniffiKial  sihniilas  eteattd 

4jp4b»  ttHa^est  <tf  inmtai  IneedMv^ 'Or  ^ 

r^A/  (f  frieale^jtfigw^i  which  has  fA^adAced 

«i'iilMdtrfal  a^  change  amoag  the  Protestant 

HWidiW  <if  Enfope^  aflid  even  through*  theif icn?^ 

.  ^UBple,  ami^g  thie  Romish,  by  making^  tttii 

'4epead  moee^  on  themselves  and*  their  ^own 

'mertiboBy  haa  contpttmted  mat^riaUy'«»w«d8 

ilha  fa|>idKty  of  the  hicrease.    Awl  fchofikt>41ft 

iCMt  world  ttlttestely  become  6hriBtiiai/  tlfib 

change^  with   ita  neceasary  eMuseqaeocea  fin 

^AMDrtt  (^  ^MKtj^  and  Vlltae^  would  cartamly 

«k»  apcrAfti  with  wondetfiil  powet  ia  itv«w«>^ 

-  Nar  la^  thia*  av^tiit  so-  ilaplrobabltf,  'W 
m&m  to  iriiagine.  Nearly  altEctfopl^atid  i 
iikawa  alitsady  Chriltiaii«  FaH  ttf  Egypt  attll 
•M^^wtnla  professed'  a  nomibal  iCMflttaflitsry 
sach  as  it  is ;  and  the  British  establishments 
in  Afiifta,v^i%iGtti«rly  a€  tfaa^^Cap*.^  GkKKl 
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tnnar.  viu   to  its  nnx,  toaauamm^  ■>■'  199 

rHopBi  viQi  ia  time  €biMtitfiiiae«  boa^deNMs 
-ftortaoii  of  t^t  Ql-peopAed  (fi^on  of  the  gloke. 
AwtrUiaia  tHU  be  a»  CMstkui.      The  In- 
fikcnfie  )[)Ot«ion  of  A^a  helii  "by  RosiM,  'tiwfigh 
Bsyet  60  thiiity  peopled,  wilfbe  Ottriilttaii  al8». 
*Am^  DhMiid  certain  not  improinb^  treiits  Uito 
place  in  Turkey  *,  Christianity  ainder  the  jmbI' 
fiees  of  Britain  and  ai<led  bf  Btif isir  civilin- 
tkm  will  fiidit  a  less  diffieott  tuik  to'editaHl 
■  hbt  benevolsnt  flwi^  ttBon^'  tfio  nnteasMdi^ 
-MgoCs  of  ttie  fiast,  in  i^hoBe^ttAicb  liiyMic 
fltncy  and  mfngts  prejifcdtetiS  usarj^  to»  giane- 
raUy  titt  pltM  of  sober  sense  and  muoljfiaXmg.- 
Christianity  is.fitted  to  W <te ■  i^eigiott  of 
•  die  worlds  and  «f  the  woitd'ii  the  UghMkt 
'  «U|te  of  drvlMsalion.    With  the  |>eooliar  teoMs 
.  of  her  sects  1=  do  not  intermedcHe.    I  Ume 
tlnsesecitl  to  a^^oA  their  peenliJM"creedB,  esiili 
,|lbr  ilsdf)  >aB>  iMI^as  ihey  eaa<,  '  i  ^cik  *tf 
'  tte  dcietHtfes  held'in  oonaaon  ifyidi>  faet'aedtt : 
.Hhe  fraad^athofis'  doetthoes  of  iii«n  iMhtg  ad 
.;:ihe  SOBS'  of  om»  Ooi,  aU  brcAiMii,  and  aU.'dt- 
voMMttble  tothdrdiyfaie  Fatiier.  'SittilaMi- 
-ftoi ii^ Slated  ^  lieiag  the  relisiond^|ki%Vof 
:  the  philosofdieraad  ortbe>p«asaBt;  tttercB- 
sglMof  maiiktBdi 

-tM  .  It  <ll  '4Mtn  Ihvoiirable  to  the  fMOfress'  of 
rntrnwa  find  (>of  liberty.     The:  Christian  i|fiilt 
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^IdO  WILt  kHPVfcATiim  KSfiP  IN€REASlNO    BQOK  U. 

.dad  Ctu«»tm  mondity  are  calculated  to  inaUe 
.a>^  what  they  should  be.  Even  the  static- 
/tAQian^  .who.inay  view  Chmtiattity  merfety  as  'a 
syOMEk  taiding' powerfully  to  promote  tl^  l^ip- 
piness  oif  maokiad^  without  any  reference  to 
;a9thority^  wifl  ardently, wish  to*see  it  umYer^ 
^  sally  a^optedL 

In  these  obfservatioas  I  may  seem  rather  to 

Jbave  trespassed,  on  the  territory  of  the  theoto- 

f^mL    They  arise,  however,  out  of  the  subje<rf ; 

^andl^  proppfiion  asChristiamty  pirevaiisi  po{M« 

.Ha^ODji  from  tl^  happy ^ects  produced  by  the 

/Change,  will  certainly  increase  mofe  generally 

and  raiudly.    But  though  with  Christianity  for 

ai^  universal  religion,  its  genei^al  ittte  will  t>e. 

i^actoelerated^  ^et  still  the  increase  will  carry  ii^ 
itself,  a  Qount^acting  influence.  The  inci^ease, 
from  whatever  cause  arising,  whether  from  ordi^ 
pary  circumstances,  the  sipmsA  of  Chfiirtianity, 
or  from  tl»e  perfect  govemmmts;,  oryet  the  neijr 
arrangements  which  some endiusiasts  dream  of, 

.  must  m^^g^  townsj   augment   wealth,  abd 

.render  cautery  em^yments  n^re  |;ie««ral. 

'  And  the  result  must  necessarily  be  an  inflcease 
of  defecuadation  and  of  disease.  '  ^   * 

If,  however,  the  stimulating  causes  should 

;  be  still  found  sufficient  to  overpower  the  coun* 

j  jbep^c^ng,  the  earth  must  at  length  reach  an 

amount  of  population,  beyond  which  it  cannot 

feed  more.    Mr.  Oray  throws  out  here  a 
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CHAP.  vn.    ra  VTB  vvll  compibm»it  ?        161 

jecture  for  certain  speculatists.  **  As  the  com- 
mencement of  the  progress  of  population  must 
have  been  the  commencement  of  the  present 
system  of  things,  those  who  choose  to  indulge 
in  such  speculations^  may  ima^ne  that  this 
ne  plus  ultra  of  population  will  be  the  end  of 
that  system,  when  a  new  and  happier  order  will 
take  place,  in  which  there  will  be  neither  mar- 
ryihg  nor  giving  in  marriage,  but  all  will  be 
ftill-grown  beings  formed  for  immortality  *T 

Were  we  to  give  way  to  such  kind  oi 
speculations,  it  might  be  asked,  since  popula- 
tion had  evidently  a  be^nning-J*,  why  should 
it  not  have  an  end?  And  we  have  Christian 
authority  for  a  period  to  the  present  system  of 
things.  The  full  complement,  or  that  to  which 
population  naturally  tends,  seems  a  natural 
period  for  this  close  of  the  system.  * 

*  Id.  B.k.eh.7.  p.S54w 

f  from  this  fact  Mr.  Gray  draws  a  new  argument  for 
tb«  being  of  a  God ;  and,  if  it  be  the  real  fact,  and  it  seems 
Xo  be  incontestably  so,  the  argument  is  decisive.  **  In 
'tracing  back  a  gradually  increasing  popidation/-  says  he, 
•«  we  must  at  length  reach  its  commencement.  Tbne  must 
Aon  have  been  a  time,  .when  either  this  world  did  not 
elisly  or  no  human  beings  on  it.  In  either  case,  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid  the  admission  of  a  Being  possessed  of 
power  and  intelligence,  capable  of  dreating."  I|appiness  of 
fitates,  B.iv.  ch.6.  p.  SS6. 
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CHASTEK  Vm. 

THE  CASB   OF  Tfffi    EARTH*8   REACHING   HER  FUUb 
COMPLEBIENT  CONSIDERED. 

Shouu>  the  iwrid  at  length  reach  its  complex 
SQfeot  and  the  Bysteo  oontiniie,  tiben,  what  Mr^ 
Midtiitts  groofidksffy  loagmes  to  exist  at  pre^ 
'sent,  mil  take  place.  Popute^on  will  be 
checked  by  the  Ott^iAit  of  subsistence:  for 
the  win  of  maj)  would  bci  deprived  of  iU  regU-» 
latin;  p^WjQi*.  The  natural  lan%  therefore^  of 
Uie  demand  regulating  the  supply  wffl  be  over-^ 
inhied  in  this  case.  Aild  ualess  teo^rse  is  had 
to  some  wi9e  restnui^ts,  the  consequencies  must 
be  horrible:  universal  misery  in  afl  its  wbrsf 
forms. 

To  quiet  our  apprehensions  of  a  state  so 
,  dreadful,  though  placed  at  the  distance  of  many 
thousand  years  at  least,  I  have  to  observe 
that  by  eqfmcting  a  law,  dictated  by  necessity, 
that  710  man  or  woman  shoitld  niarry  under  the 
age  of  thirty^  all  these  miseries  might  be  pre- 
vented. This  measqre  alone,  I  conceive,  would 
idbeck  jo|iulatidii  in  any  state  of  progress;  and 
certainly,  when  it  had  reached  sudi  a  pitch  of 
general  Itnarfy,  as  its  complemmt'  necessarily 
iBupposes.    Indeed  in  this  state  of  defecund^^ 
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tkm  tad-  di9M8M  flpriBgiBg  timm  inrmem 
tomS)  hixHriMM  hedttts  a^  aedentairy  empkjr^ 
ments^  a  much  earlier  ptoMk  of  mOMmg^ 
ptrhaf^^  twenif^t^  woijdd  render  popobttion 
at'kast  Matidoary. 

Sodi  a  nmlsurey  it  \%  true^  #didd  eertMily 
cKamiMi  the  cMdlfrte  <tf  yoanf  |pea|ilef  btft 
Miat  womfai  be  the  loss  of  tfaese^  wtien  eom« 
{wped  witii  llie  meuMttA  wfaieh  it  wooM  pre^ 
ymity  and  the  bi^^pineai  ^Fhkh  it  trouM  conse* 
^pientlf  misure?  A  cMmetma  of  the  horror% 
t&sfc  wovkt  foUmr  frran  an  of^^ite  praetio^ 
imrtM  make  it  be  cbeerfUfy  and  aoimsicsi* 
tloll8^oo■^>fied«itllbytileg•mt1^^  And 
to  coantwfadaaace  the  toss  of  matiimoniil  ^a^ 
jo^DMiitSt  thef^  wmld  be  the  pkamre^  of 
kflgsr  ooiBftthip  and  tbMe  derived  fMOi  lools>* 
ingibrmird  ta  the  pei»od>  wken  they  inigte 
itome  to^irtiunr  with  safetjrto  tfamsekesy'tb^ 
9l&priiig:«bd  tbe  rest  of  tte  inqaaii  race.  It 
is  oot^  hmimtty  toeaut  to  be  affirmed^  that 
moraiitj  im  tSie  i<iterix>arBe  of  tiie  sexes  would 
ttJit.nAr  an  iiipny  from  this  Aec^sary  mea^ 
slim;*. 

He  general  weaMi,  created  amon^  aU 
pfcfsim  tqrr  so  hi|^  a  iestfi  dt  poimlation,  would 
reitaB9rs«^E^re|p(ilatikMi  niuoh  less  hurtfiil  than 
ifk  a  towfar  tttle.  Hie  rssn^  of  a  coastaM  short 
supply  of  subsistence  compared  with  the  de- 
man^iSEur  from  being,  assMr.  Malthus  imagines^ 
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an  increase  of  poverty  i  would  be^  acoordingf  M 
4:he  real  princi|>les  of  circiilation/  a  vkst  ang- 
jsieatSLtion  &f  wealth^.  /  : 

J  Gcrtaip  {iortioh^  of  a  country,  *and  even 
certain  countries,  may  reach  a  rate  of  (>opAla^ 
tiod  heyohd  their  complement  by  drawing,  re- 
criiite  of  people  and  supplies  of  subi^tendB 
from  underpeq>led  districts  and  cduhtries.  ^TiAs 
is  consistent  with  facts  already  existing,  f  But 
on  the '  whole,  I  confess,  the  Opinion  of  the 
author  of  the  Happiness  of  States  seems  pro* 
bable,  that  the  inci^eme  <^  pdpUlc^ion  €arrik$ 
mfhm  itself  a  dompletHy  vorrective  influence 
agAlnst  a  general  excess^  And  that  oonseqaentig 
pf^tddtion  will  never  universally  ftdch'  its  fall 
omnpkmmi*,  Tbe  tetadency,  which  'nature  has. 
gtveili  to  the'  defectendating  and  other  counter* 
nbting  inflnences  to  increase,  as  population  in- 
<Jreases,  seems  ta warrant  this  conjecture.  Such 
fjT  mode  of  preventing  an  excess  tending  to 
misery,  is  more  agreeable  to  her  usual  modes. 
Upon  her  arrangements  she  delights  to  correct 
one  tendency  to  Excess  by  another.  Youth,  for 
one  example  out  of  many,  has  a  natural  tend'^ 
ency  to  extravagance,,  iirid  ^his'she  corrects  by 
giving  to  age  a  tendency  to  saving.  The  middle 
age  is  nearer  the  moderate  degree  than  either. 
-     Butiwhether  nature  will  herself  ultini^tetjr 

♦  See  B.  iv.  ch.  7. 
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correct  the  teodeiicy  in  pppalation  tb  itidi*ea$e, 
flo  highly'  advaAtageoud  t^  fte  present  i-aitei^ 
^hen  it  shall  become  itijuriouS)  w  whether  iihe 
^1  leave  it  to  the  wisdom: of  hee  t^hildi^en  t^ 
eerP6cttkii  l>y  ^positi^  -reBirftrnts]^' wfll  cf^iy 
be  fnlly  kl»fwa  ^iet  the'Iap^e^ofatsM  number 
of  ages.  •  TUl  then  the'-qltestion-eattivot^te 
an6W€^ed  but  'npdn  pfobabili^d^^  •  i  ^  * . » f r  /  r  i  ^ 
•  To  recapitrflatte  generally '3  •  It  is-  lAedt,  ^&i 
ike.  r^^datmg  p&men  i^  as  ooHnphftfy  in  thi 
possession'  Ojf  tkdn  mitk  4'espi^:^io  subsistence, 
as  with  respect  to  any  other  supply  provided 
by  him ;  that  subsistence  has  no  influence  in 
regulating  the  number  of  marriages  peculiar  to 
itself,  or  which  is  not  common  to  it  with  the 
other  kinds  of  circuland :  that  thei'e  will  be, 
on  the  whole,  ^n  equilibrium  between  the 
amount  of  population  and  subsistence,  as  be- 
tween population  and  housing,  population  and 
clothing,  &c. :  that  the  quantity  of  subsistence 
is  entirely  regulated  by  the  number  of  hands 
employed  in  cultivation,  and  this  number  of 
hands,  as  in  all  other  cases,  is  adjusted  by  the 
demand  of  population;  and,  therefore,  that 
subsistence  can  be  supplied  to  any  amouut  de- 
manded :  that  population,  far  from  increasing 
rapidly  according  to  the  abundance  of  subsist- 
ence, is  checked  by  a  superabundance  of  food, 
and  increases  faster  in  proportion  as  the  style 
of  living  is  more  frugal  and  rather  approaching 
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to  scanty:  that  the  aoM>wit  «f  pi^NiiQti^  m 
ft  ^y^rict  is  l^  BO  MSMM  ng^wihy  Hm 
KUkomt  of  snMstoMe  r^md  in  itt  ihs^ pup^ 
htitm  wm  pntbtifcy  cMcrtw  hi  iUwtf  %  «NmMt^ 
idiP  uffioenoe*  w)ii«h  beimniB^  tttvagur  m 

cfrer  ttaMng  it»  hH  mtcttikmitii  *.  bqft  Im% 
that,  vnta  it  csttdMs  t)ti»  cMi^)|eiiMtaii».  if  ever 
H  sMl,  the  T^^atiiif  po«w  iMasI  b«  it  tlra 
popaki^,  as  Mr.  firaj  vntotaias^iMi  nat^  m 
Mr.  Malthn  immJnais  i»  ihiliitif  iwr  > 
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DOM    M0ULAS9eM»    IN    V»   INCRBABiB^   TfilW  TO 
MTlWSNT  OR  pilllNIBa  THB  AVBBAGB  lAiOttifr 
-     Of  IMlMniBMT? 

Having  ascertained^  that  populatTon  has  no 
t^Qdenc^  whatever  to  overstock  with  respect 
to  subsistence^  I  proceed  to  inquire  whether  it 
has  any  tendency  to  overstock  in  respect  to 
employnieDt.and  wealth.  The  r^ulatilag  power 
of  subsisteace  has  been  ascribed  both  to  th^ 
former  direct^  apd  to  the  latter  inJlirect  inr 
fluence^  by  Mi*>,  MaltWs  and  other  subsistence 
theorists^  Aud  these  influences,  have  been 
lagi;^/^  b^  the^  for^  as  has  been 

akeady  noticed,  they  do  not  necessatdly  infer 
cAcb  otbet*.  J  have^  therefore,  separated  them. 
J  Employment  is,  ^he  medium  of  charging^, 
«acly.can9eqiientiy^  the  source  pf.  income  and  of 
irealtiiu    Jlf  thes,  papulatipn  h^  its  ij|^ererise  has 
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a  tendeocy  ta  diminish  tbe  averag^e  amonDt  of 
employment,  it  must  neceagarily  hvf^  i^  t^ndn 
ency  to  incr^iae  poverty, 

Employoient  af d  nfoaltfa  are  esMntiaUy 
connected.  It  will,  however^  tend  to  greater 
cle^uness,  avd  m^M^  u^.  ta  popi^wiith  oioye 
certainty  to  a  correct  deisuQon  oni  tiie  vSnbject, 
to  examine  the  infiuemce  of  tbe  increase  of 
population  on  each  of  them  s^arately. 

That  the  increase  of  popul^tiiHi  does  tend 
to  jdiminifih  the  average  amount  of  employ* 
ment,  has  always  been  a  favourite  idea  wiUi 
the  multitude.  It  has  b^en  «f  late  senoiisly 
adppted  by  our  antipopulationist^,  and  partku* 

f  contend,  that 
tendency  to  over-* 
a  proper  degree 
Ho  diminish  ike 

Gray  ^maintains, 
\  tends  unifirrmfy 
t  6f  empkymeni^ 
multiplying  thim 
"U  of  circubmdi 
liBtional  demand 

on'taid  to  over-* 
rage^'quantum  of 
lat  the  feUowing 
liy  to  lake  place 
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in  real  Ufe;  The  tbinner  tlie  popBlatidti/tlie 
.gr€fiter  will' be  the  average  quanttun  of  em* 
ployment,  or  the  more  oonstantty  wiU  the 
.vafkms  oMnbers  be  employed.  Th^re  will 
iajipv'  ^  eoorse,  bft  a  greater  demand  for  haAds, 
•and,  tmi&eqMotif^  a  teodency  to  attraot  addi^ 
tional  hands  from  tSie  fAdmoB  iterfe  populous 
ttndleas  eotpiojFed.  If^  agaiav  the  moreaie  of 
popolatioa  t^  to  create  an  aAiitioiial  tumtag^ 
qnanteiB'  of  employment,  the'  rename  wiH 
neGfitsanly  take  place.  The  ntore  cntywded'Ae 
,popiilatien,  or  the  mcore  rapid  the  fancrease,  tb» 
greator  mR  :bf  the  demand  for  ireish  hanBsi 
and  th«r  wSI  be  a  perpetnai  tendtsncy  to  im<' 
mif^tioii  to'  Ae  district  from  thinner  peopled 
plaoM.  :WhattfaeQapetihare6ultsinreaI^% 

In  propaihthn  a»  .popttbrHoH  is  1km;  •^^ 
hmiiiasmZ  dmy  /ihe  mempetv  nne  uhf^ihnfy^ 
'nderii  paribus^  lesmgmwraify  or  eamMmHjf  m^ 
fHogmt  :Th»  holds  true  of  sdl  itatea  of  p4pii^ 
•iatio^'frmn  thrtUannt^  <»*tfaat  af  «be  saf^ige*; 
thnM!«h:iit:t|ie  .mtermeifiate  states  tipDo  tht 
moat  <&poiraed^  that  has  ]Wt  fsisted  npoMP^fllL^ 

The  same  priiraq^iis^amtt^lii*  oeostatft 
apiMikiB^  mpaiif  m^^isaill  distiiets  and  in 
coimtriei.  Jb  very  thialy  peopled  regions^  the 
great  mass  sps  ad  imbst  of  ithefar  time  in  idleness^ 
oritt  faaif^nploymeat.  >The  avitvi^e  amomit 
of  tiie'densand  ijtf;smsdler,  whBe  the  averaga 
^(lia9%af*kiriN^«Ua^  tess; 
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^OJfi  te'aiNO|ilifi«d  emu  uiM  udbmos  <^  {m^m^ 
Jtlfoii  ioi  Urn  mume  dirtvitt  #r  Mate,  \w  tanifeta, 
intMagti^  «Mm»  tnl  cities.  In  |Nt)pQrtfaMi  m 
tttif  0£  itete  aifeF  hwgOE,  or  incrMie  bmm  npMlf , 
«Meri^  J9i»^»6«r,  the  kM^^ 
4Mi^^tt0f;da  move  fai  a  gtveU'tim^  are  aba 

Ib.^pMiteexaaiplai  whvid  h%mMmB.  Wifmf 
4i«tekal  Off  cMitttry,  Mcrjr  vMbge  aad  tmm, 
Mtetetmriie  the  late  of  pop ttlation,aare  u  jaiai|to 
•Ml  ilraafr  of  tiie  priodpie*  iodcbd^  in  aH 
tftauawadeewiistteaois^  it  te  so  tqiMbto  in  i(p 
iafloeiico,  that  if  we  knoar  the  rate  of  pa^nlia^ 
4ifih  per  mife,  or  the  nxmmait  of  t)w  ] 
a£ti»  TiltapeM  towa,  we  can ifith  ^laat 
IMyiiafsrtte.ttveraga  aatooat  of  eaiphiyniaM; 
4nt>ttglloat  tfaa  laaeui  of  individoiUs. 

Aa  iiioocase  of  popidaDiou,  aiMFS  ifr.  fitvji^ 
^te'  juM^aa  vBaaf  new^  onstooiOTa  ^ho  aM 
4i»  Abe  iueaaat  of  the  ^reat  bodg^^  bf  dw  oid 
llMiiim  aoladh  aaora  Ahaa  «ii^«isto(airay^  sti^ 
4Mdat3e  {th6>»  lArouhaidarjr  paarecs^  uad  opunibt 
imFMdm*miiB0^s  tii|€H  v^tadft.  nalioiial  auM 
'ai(W^lj«tf feadivragetdatott; 
4*:  :<<#it4to«kifliy*fbptheae  aheaip^  thatxaa  m* 
iiia;ii>  of  yipatotMyir;  pirtiiaagi  an  iacaannl 
lAtia  of  the  qnailtity  :o6  drcaJaiMl  dilvide^ 
among^fhit  \fritole.  The  proctMls  miift«rfn/;aiid 
finite  .pwceplSble  to  the  atteftti»  ot>aei^er> 
'SM  aiew  po^alationi  mittfk  tfaa  aid  Wfli^iiitwp 
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te  «  greAler  exteai.  It.presei^  a  ku^per  teoas 
of  customers,  or  a  wider  market  ii»  finrtamite 
«eUeiii.  ThMe  fieqwre  a  ffftaUac  qnaality  of 
«!ii(cttlaod  «r  of  (Wfikadr;  mds  thm  gives  eaisi^ 
«M»,tQ  additiwoalwanlty^bil«  kc  affiMrds  thea 
4Ji»  iiMaa8<«^  Wl^^ru^  (beob.  Thn»  tiny  «R 
«fl9)>J«d  to  bb  mdro^  «itteM^r  bvijciii  «f  thfc 
mncHM.  wvtUileflk  botii  «f  thftt  nU  iaiA  lu^n^ 
intiodiicMl  «fMttu  fiwdi  tile-  «U£^iI>Mms|r  <M^ 
litiOBi  fcii<ra<  <  To  the  jbntefacir^  IbftoMBpettait 
ike  Hthn^^kieefgr,  «b«  taUov,:  Md  ih«Mst^  tte^ 
pcoY&  «qpiaiiralaal  t*  ik  d«mtMr».griaiter«ri(l«Mk 
«r  tfan  eomww  hmm  of  tenntwnprqt  Thaw 
•dtew»«gftia»=bythfriocr»tM)ed)dfiwin<1fcc  ^k^ 
artidc»  from  tli#ee  foctwoateoascidaitors^  am,  mi 
tbtit'tani. rtakimteikiMmtBiattneti  la-thtti^ 
M  w«U  as  t6  the'Other  <kafei»i  i  Thntitliititflfr 
witim  gufeS'M  thrMigk(«lk!iths:QOBiKii(piittr  «f 
buyec wiad.adilBiniiiaittir'tiiiiftni^  Mml»  Jl»i*a» 
neaae,  the  atfOai^iiitiite  titaiaitMmf*'iu.\ 
,  J   Uim  imivBd  iMjpoiwihk-*— ^  Ae  wtmkiai 

p)o^cki«  aad  rf  ireattbumWIW'iWwiiiMtiit 
vemdi'MAlw  ligifc  itt.<«bi«biiK)MtfcMn4»r  ttw 

.    J     ,    =.!:i'.!.i  .  ,     .'ir.niiv    •  •'    ;•!  '•'..  rr 

mudph  oft&e  procett  by  wiitch  the  mcrease  of  population 
iieoeMarily  prbducet  an  increase  of  employmeAl  nd  ireal^ 
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readers,  this  seems  self-evident.    It  is  a  strict 
mathematioal  trtitb. 

The  sowttje  of  the  error  of  the  multitude 
and  of  our  antipopulationists  lies  in  considering 
a  new  member  as  a  seller  only,  not  as  a  buyer 
also,  which  he  is.  They,  therefore,  consider 
him  as  dispossessing  the  old  dealers  of  part  of 
their  employment,  whereas  he  iu'  reality  adds 
to  the  old  amount*.  Every  child,  as  soon  as 
bom,  creates  employment  which  did  not  exist 
teldre,  amd  would  not  have  existed  without  it ; 
|br 'it  must  be  fed,  clothed,  lodged^  nursed,  &c. 
according  to  the  rank  of  its  parents.  It  thiis 
gives  additional  employment'toihe  farmer,  the 
fiiaiiufacturer,  and  (he  rest*  And  every  year  it 
witleontmueto  give  more,  at  least  tiU  about 
mifldle'kge.  'For  some  years,  it  is  to  beob«^ 
l^rved,  it'is  a  buyer  and  not  a  seller :  it  dimctly 
inereisei  ihe  demand,  biit  not  the  su{^>ly; 

According  to  Mr^  Gray's  calculation,  every 
Hdditktnal  ^pel^son  will  require,  on  an  average, 
Mrp  fuires  additional  to  feed  him.  He  must 
nWeisarily,  .therefore,  create  to  the  farmer 
eiobe  pSk  the  Employment  required  to  bring  two 
adHltiottal  iac^es  into  cultivation,  or  to  Tender  a 
ontain  number  of  ^hem  already  in  cultivation 
additionally  productive  to  that  amount.  He 
irtlt  alib  employ  the  ihanufaQiOrer,  builder,  ine- 


•  HftppuMBt  of  Sut09f  Bw  ii.  Qb«  S.  p.  ^« 
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chanic^  &c-  in  a  corresponding  ^ropordptlf 
lu^cording  to  his  rank^  Between  the  years 
iSQil  a/ad  1811  the  British  population  appears 
to  have  increased  about  160,000  a  year/'  Thii 
addition  to  our  population  would  thus  afford  td 
our  agricultural  class  alone  employment  equal 
to'  that  necessary  to  cultivate  S2d,000taddi'* 
tionai  acres  annually  (or  to  fertilize  lands 
under  culture  to  what  is  equivalent  to  the  pro-' 
duce  of  these) ;  and  to  the  builder,  manufoe-^ 
turer,  educator,  &c.  all  the  employment 
created  by  lod^i^,  clothing,  educating  these 
persons.  Jn  fact,  at  the  present  rate  of  Britisli 
income,  tivery  additional  circulator  adds  about 
twenty  pounds  worth  of  employment  annuidl^; 
to  tlie  Bihnf  total. 

It  is    thus   a    self-evident    mathematical 
truth,  that  wery  addition  to  population  must, 
necessarily  create  a  corresponding  addition  to 
employment. 

But  though  no  person  will  for  a  momeni(. 
dispute  this  truism,  that  the  direct  influence  of 
an  increase  of  population  must  necessarily  ]l>e 
an  increase  of  employment,  to  feed,  clothe, 
lodge  and  educate  them  ;  yet  it  may  be  ima- 
gined, that  there  may  aiise  an  indirect  influence^ 
sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  direct,  Jt  in 
^rue^  the. new  members  are,  of  cpui^e,,  Mllem,. 
iir  suppliers,  as  well  as  buyers  or  demanders* 
May  then  the  additional  supply,  which  the/ 
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ynSt  p^  inlbor  diflwynt  liaes^  not  injure  tfa^ 
9ld  su^^er^  Igr  deprivii^  thenn  of  more  or 

IvAer^i  l^  aa  rsaxm  o£  prodoce^  laay  k  not 
tsf^iJiem  ujttrip^^^  ^  ^^  P^^  of  the  varixym 
t]^[^J(S&?  Thas^  though  the  total  amount  o{ 
Cil^yifient  «  ^  iSstoct  or  country  must  l^ 
^Kj^SBS&i^  maj  not  tbye  average  ^aatum  shi^^ 
1^  iim  gjr^ator  anffib^r  <^  sujpplier^  be  le»i 
ttui^befere? 

4  Tbkr  iadireGt  infto^nce  does^  cei!taii4y  exist ; 
aBd:.o6oa»oncdly  ami  loeaU^^,  it  may  have  a 
(alpaUe  efeet.  But  it  j$  opposed  by  contFarj^ 
inflwiic»  bot^  dve^  and  indh-^ot)  aidsiqg  ouC 
^^tl^e  |Qcroafiet€^^€g^li^<Hii  ^i^hieh  are  mudi 
more  powerful*  And  tbe  umferm  ire&ult  of 
l^ese  contending  infiueneei^  on  the  average,  is 
an  additioa  to  the  ave^:^^  ^aotum  of  «mpteyt 
tt^eat^ 

It  is  only  necessary  here  to  notice  generaUj 
lihi^e  influences  ^. 

Every  new  mjember  increases  the  d^nan4 
as{weUas  the  supply;  and  by  both  he  create^ 

•  For  a  «)iaute>ftna}yti8  of  the  proo«BS  oF  cre^tiBg  addU 
tioiud  employment -and  wealth  arising  from  the  increase  of 
^<»pidation,  the.  reader  it  referred  to  the  ^^  6th,  9thy  an/l 
lOth  cfaafiters  of  the  2d  Book  of  the  Happiims  of  States! 
iatid  aim  fe6  the  Essays  oo  l&e  EiBbcts  of  avenge  high  shi4 
lew^KlM»i&  Miscdh&wttsStti  m  the^  end  of.  Udl 
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m.  additioBtAl  rfiiimhw  i»a  tbe  crniAwkay 
powers. 

In  pnaportion  fia  {xq^ulatioD  becomes  more 
crowded^  the  uniwrsal  desire  to  cd)taa;as9ni 
a  Quantity  of  the  mwM  of  hapidiiis*  i&  it 
practicable,  tipemteft  jorare  eifectcvd]s.      The 
circulators  stimulate  ^oh  otbrn*.    Tb»c  waohir 
became  more  vaned,  <m4  every  addmoaml  wmk 
k  «  ^qfurce  ^  oMUimai  emplog/snenL    Wbilft 
aew  wants  are  created  by  tbis  Bimtaal  stimulB^ 
ti»n.and  tbe  higlmr  dtgv^  of  civilij5atiQD.arifniig* 
oat  of  &t|  the  varicAiB  cioculatocs  are  also,  noirf 
dened  more  capable  of  supplying  thrai,  £aM| 
the  inflnenoe  df  tifae  increasiiig  demand,  aniitf 
nesult,  a:gresltoramoii0t.of  capital  and. wonlUliu. 
If  a» additiomd* window,  tablet, or chauTiOraogi 
article  of  cl0duais^<^  mereoroameot,  howttv«p 
tntt^g;  or  any  tUng  not  used  hp  qiraalatoct 
before,  be  introduced,  a  new  source  of  emplayn 
meiit  is  qreated.     The    emf^yment  deijved 
from  tfae  ifltrodnction  of  a  saiig^  aitiote^^^sadt 
as.tbe  unbreUa^  or  of  any  littku.ornanttnt  ta. 
furniture  of  the  value  of  a  few.  sbillti^  ^Yk 
becooMS  in  a  crowded  population  imii»Me» 
Tbt  ptesbniB  employed  in  snpplying^  tbesOf  aevr 
artadas  becoiae  cicoulators  by  meaoaDf  tbkv^ 
and  iAius;aeUns  o£  wbai'does  iiotr  mter&raiwittt 
ftmrmle  :9e  tbe  oU  dettl^rs,  wJKIe  they  8ta4 
temain  customers  to  these,  and  indeed  generally 
become  better  joustomera*   TkU  iaflufnae  alon^ 
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felfinitely  more  than  eoantarbalanoes  the  effeet 
of  an  additional  average  amount  of  supply. 

TTie  influence  of  the  increase  of  price,  of 
income  and  capital  arising  out  of  this,  and 
which  is  also  vast,  will  be  afterwards  noticed. 

There  is  also  an  influence  of  great  and  uni-' 
Tersal  force  operating  in  fovour  of  the  increase  of 
eospioyment,  which  springs  from  the  nature  of 
man.    The  stimulus,  which  is  created  by  any 
addition  of  employment  and  of  wealth,  operates 
^  along  with  the  wishes  of  all  circulators,  to 
ebtain  as  nmch  of  the  means  of  happiness  as 
possible*/    This  forward  stimulus,  therefore, 
produces'  a  greater  effect  than  from  its  meref 
amdunt.     The  circulators  ascend.     But  all 
treacles    to    depression    operate    directly 
igidnst  tbdur  wishes.   The  circulators  in  selling, 
of  onirse,  labour  to  their  utmost  to  counter** 
act  it. 

.  .The  tendency  in  the  increase  of  populatiim 
to  augment  employment  is  seen  eveit  in  the  dif* 
fetence  of  moveniefU  of  persons  in  thinfy^ 
jfeoji^d  and  popuhus  districts.  ^^  The  perpe* 
tual  mutual  stimulation  arising  from  crowded 
masses  of  population  has  a  perceptible  influence 
on  both  the  mental  and  corporeal  movementSp 
The  mind,  as  well  as  the  body,  assumes  an  In* 
creased  activity.      The  men  in  large  towo^ 

•  Happiness  of  iStatet,  6.  ii.  cb« S.  p.  IIS. 
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thinks  speak^  move  and  act  more  rapidly  than 
those  of  the  country  or  in  villages.  In  pro* 
portion  as  a  town  is  more  populous^  the  rapidity' 
increases^  till  the  difference  between  the  ex* 
tremes  appears  qnite  extraordinary  *.**      . 

This  increase  of  emplojrment  arisiilg  from 
the  increase  of  population  is  proved  also  bi/  th^ 
graducU  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery,  in 
proportUm  as  population  grows  thicker  per  acre. 
The  grand  object  of  machines  is  to  shorten 
labonr  and  enlarge  the  supply.  If  then  th? 
tncrease  of  human  hands»  or  of  population^ 
tended  to  diminish  the  average  amount  of  em- 
ployment^  instead  of  there  being  greater  need 
of  siieh  a  powerful  substitute  in  more  populoufr 
eowntries,  there  would  be  less :  and  yet  we 
jmfonnly^nd^  that  the  more  crowded  popu- 
lation is^  the  more  general  is  the  use  of  mar 
M9iiBes. 

This  is  in  fact  the  result  of  necessity.    In 

,  |Mi{uilou8  and  rich  countries  the  demand  for 

^  laboftir  aii^g  from  the  variety  of  wants  which 
increwse  every  year^  is  such^  that  human  hancb 

^  .akffle  could  not  supply  a  sufficiency  of  it;:   In 

very  thinly  peopled  countries,  there  is  little  or 

.no  need  for  any  machines.    Human  labour  is 

;;,petlectfy  sufficient.    But  in  a  country  peopled 
so  thickly  as  Britain,  it  is  utterly  iioikdequate. 

C  *  R«ppiB«i»or8UtCi»  BwiLcfa.6.  p.Q8. 
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Eron  witl^  the  assistance  of.  the  QoauDOAinar 
Ghines/sucb  as  the  plough^  the  harraw^jtbe 
cuart^  and  the  weaver's  loom,  &e.  coir,  popnlatioo 
could  not  nearly  supply  its  own  wajaits* .  Im 
deed^  it  is  prdiable^  that  mere  hna^aa  labour 
with  all  its  exertions^  if  unassisted  by  machine&i, 
cotdd  not  Supply  one  third  of  the  poresen^ 
demand  of  our  island. 

Tkt'  difference  in  l^e  average  axiunmt  ^ 
employment  keeps  constantly  increasing^  from 
the  thinnest  rate  pfr  square  mile  to  the  tkkkeri* 
between  the  extremes,  as  between. Sut^t^dbeuidi. 
and  Clydesdale,  Radnor  and  Lancaahire,  sthe 
Highlands  and  Middlesex,  Siberia  fuid  £n|pf 
land,  the  difference  of  this  average  is.  isutaense^ 

In  farther  pnbf  of  lim  incvease  in  tfaeaino- 
rage  employment  arising  fiioM  the  increme  of 
peculation  (and  this  alone;  were  decisive),  iAire 
is  anr  unremitting  tendency  to  emigratefram  tke 
4ess  to  the  mote  pi^ptjdous  districts  msearth  of 
employment :  fyc  exatnpAe^  from  the  liighkini^ 
to  the  populous  shii'esof  Bdiaburgh  JJanait  Baf& 
'tlen^ew  iit6iA  Scotland  and  Ireland  in  general 
to  London;  aind  from^Shvitze^land  to  Fraace 
'and  other  well-peopled  countiies*  . 

On  -the  otfidi*  hand,*  the  more  popuUusxu 

*£8trkt  or  country,  tJii  smaller  is  the  ^enugratkfi 

from   €i^^J    £n^na,   Fiunce,  Hlh(iobtaa^ 

China  suffer  very  little  from  emigration.    They 

can  notooqly  ^n^o^  aXk^  tib&  hafidf^ which  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CntOt.  in        RBDUKOAlfCT  OP  IPOPULATION.        179 


m3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^9  THK    {REDUNDANCY   OF  BOOIT  111 

stances  I  or  dicj  it  arise  out  of  the  general 
results  of  nature's  arrangements  ? 
.  War*  which  fortunately  Is  pnly  an  occa- 
sional state  of  affairs  (though  certainly  a  9tat« 
>n  which  many  natioos  are  but  too  ofteto  found), 
commonly' yields,  an  additional  amouAt  of  enp^ 
j)loyment.  It  also  attmcts  a  considerable 
jipmber  of  liands  to  its  peculiar  modes  of 
l^iness.  When  the$e  temporary  modes  ceas^ 
to  exist  vvit!i  their  cause,  the  circulators  wh<> 
were  employed  in  thepi,  are  thrown  back  upoQ 
the  otjier  <jhv56f[?s. ,  The  demanjiers,  with  r^specf 
to  the  other  lines,  .are  thus  suddenly  dimir 
uished,  while  the  suppliei-s  in  them  are  as  sud- 
denly augmented.  There  must,  therefore,  in- 
stantly follow  a'rctrogfessive"^  movement,  both 
in  point  of  business  and  of  wealth,  until  the 
increase  of  population  is  able  ^to  find  employ- 
ment in  the  other  lines  for  these  supernumerary 
hands.  This  result,  however,  does  not  arise, 
out  of  the  natural  effects  of  the  increase  of 
population,  but  of  certain  temporary  circum- 
stances, with  which  it  happens  to  be  connected: 
just  as  if  any  nation  which  used  to  deal  exten- 
sivety  with  another  had  chosen  to  give  up  all 
dealings  with  the  latter,  or  if  a  people,  from 
some  sudden  ebullition  of  folly,  or  perhapp 
from  an  enlightened  view  of  things,  had  abanr 
doned  the  use  of  some  very  extensive. article 
which  afforded  a  gi'eat  .amount  of  em|4o]rnient. 
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It  has  been  said,'  that  to  send  off  these' 
sdpernumeranes,  by  way  of  colonizing,  for  ex- 
ample, would  relieve  the  others;  This  measure' 
has  even  been  suggested  as  a  remedy  for  the 
deficiency  of  employment.  Let  us  examine 
how  far  such  a  remedy  would  prove  effectual,  or 
whether  the  result  of  such  a  measure  #ould  be 
what  isi  expected.  Perhaps  fully  500,000  per-- 
sons  were  thrown  wholly  or  partially  out  of 
€&ploy,  m  Britain  alone,  by  the  sudden  anni- 
hilation of  the  war^circuland.  We  shall  assume 
that  300,000  were  wholly  deprived  of  their 
Mual  employment  by  that  event,  and  that  these 
300,000  persons  had  immediately  left  our 
island.  What  would  follow  from  tiiis  with  re- 
spect to  those  who  remained  ? 

If  the  demand,  which  included  the  amount 
created  by  these  300,000  supernumeraries,  had* 
continued  as  large  as  before,  the  other  suppliers 
would  have  been  benefited  by  this  colonizing.. 
While  the  demand  would  have  been  as  before, 
the  supplier,  were  fewer  than  before.  But 
how  could  this  possibly  hei  Our  old  suppliers, 
U;  is  true,  were  now  again  just  what  they  were 
befoi'e  the  close  of  the. war;  but  then  the 
demand  had  decreased  to  the  whole  amount  of 
the  articles  used  by.  these.  1^00,000  supernu- 
meraries. The  cultivators  would  ^  have  found 
%  depres«on  in  the  demand  upon  them  equi-* 
Talent  to  the  produce  of  600^,000  acres,  ^nd 
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the  other  classes  of  suppliers  would  have  saf- 
fered  from  a  corresponding  deficiency.  Cal- 
culating the  amount  of  the  demand  of  these 
supernumeraries  at  the  rate  only  to  whiob  it 
i^pears  to  have  sunk  in  1816^  or  twenty  pouods^ 
per  individual  (but  were  not  many  of  these 
persons  in  very  pinched  circumstances/  tfaii 
-amount  would  be  much  too  low^  as  the  general' 
average  includes  children  and  ineffective  per-' 
sons)^  there  would  have  been  a  further  defi-* 
dency  of  six  millions  worth  of  employmeiit^ 
added  to  the  amount  already  tost  by  the  ceas^ 
ing  of  the  war-requisitions.  The  loss  of  Aiv 
onployment,  and  the  still  futherdiffdnution  <^ 
eirculandary  stimulus  arising  from  it^  would 
have  considerably  increased  the  war^eficicracjr 
and  greatly  added  to  the  disti^ess  of  our  cir* 
culators. 

So  much  for  the  remedy  seeti  in  the  ima^ 
ginations  of  so  many  in  colonising  or  sending 
off  what  they  call  redundant  population.  This^ 
according  to  the  principles  t^  sound  statlstios^ 
or  of  circulation  as  found  in  real  Me^  is  to 
attempt  to  increase  employmoit  and  wealth  bjp 
Aminishing  the  very  means  of  twth.^  It'  is  to 
tadeavour  to  augment  the  Mroam  by  ^attioii* 
off  a  part  of  H»  sources.  Sttch  nofiens;  and 
tiiey  are  too  common  on  the  tofda  of -pofmli^ 
tiM^  arise  from  loohtng  jit  only  apoitioa  of  the 
aubi^ct. 
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.41m  peaot  Miies; obtain  a  fair,  portion  of  je^^y* 
4fnai^  anfl  incoiaeff ."  ,      . 

<.>Hj7liMi>4tiMni«if  MNne  of .%  Sings  cplpns 

ipcWMfM  «» lawjuta  m»gea^  x^qftirv^  a^ltu* 
ticoUtr  ooBsi<)«mitioa.frQm  th^  p^a%r  circi)m- 

jtHnnv  Qfi  jtMk.«Qiuiiry«. ..  9«i  ,l8i^  ^  ifftf^n  of 

^jiliWMiqlf  of  4f%  mwDlWlt^  irbMi  c#a  ih^«r 
ji»iina4a.vqiiF4irs<l»iifi.v<(,4if  spbiystence,  that  it 
jxM«o|.  irett  «Mie)^)Jiik^li  Pi«^  of  popujation 
•iidlMjqQiliptw4i;!Vil^  IWRMJWyf.AOdM  <>f  its 

"^'XM^  Ci(a  OaMi- pr«liieliw.'«#>  dMifliMl  Weid*,  p.  iU 
JBh.&p.90S.  ... 

W4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184  Tia  wbnmiBAHOY  ov       boos  in* 

towns  witt  beooBie  very  large.  It  wili^  there* 
for^  always  rraoaia  rather  poor;  and  t&e 
amotint  of  employmeiit  will  be  very  Ifanited, 
unlets  when  it  can  sueeeed  in  supplying  eertafat 

Articles  to  tbe  largw  mates  of  bettw  pieopled 
onntries.  The  natand  progress  crfpopalatioQ, 
lemploym^t  and  wealth  is  thos  chedked  by 
the  ciroomstences  oi  the  territory.  On  the  one 
haad,  being  poor  ami,  conseqnently,  fhigal,  ita 
people  will  increase  fast,  bttt,  on  the  iodier^ 
from  the  conqtry  bong  unfiLvmirable  to  the 
accnmvlation  of  population,  and,  of  course,  to 
the  iacrease  of  internal  empkym^t,  a  spirit  of 
emigration  will  bd  eonstasitly  cherisfaed.  Afeay 
of  its  people  will  seek  abroad  for  what  tbey 
caanot  obtain  at  b#me.  B«t  w4ien  any  efaaiige 
of  foreign  droumstatices  (kprives  these  eni- 
^graats  of  employment,  tbey  are  sent  baok  to^a 
coolitry,  where  emj^yment  is  at  all  Hmm 
nrthtsr  scanty.  AU  the  dfartresswhiah  took  place 
in  ]6ii6  will  oceessatiLy  be  tbe  result.  And 
m«0y  of  tbem  wiU  torn  agaiu  to  emigratfon  as 
tile  only  remedy. 

•  ^  Front  the  prinefples  of  popnlsitlon  aud  ofaw 
cafotion,  ail  c^loateatiom  must  necetseafly 
te9(d  to  diorinish  tiite  eiaploynMttt  aad  wealth 
of  the  pdother  ooBntry^  unless  in  cases'  in  whidi 
'  the  neW'C^lMiCts  dftvw  the  greatest  part  ^  their 
Bifit^to^ jfi(om.tfaa  Mtar.  /£»  indeed,  the  emW 
grations  be  very  extensive,  scarcely  any  retute 
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will  oodnterbalance  the  ikAcimcy  cattsed  in 
the  home  empiojrment^  by  the  dimiBirtiAii  of 
the  Dumber  of  dfcalators.  Omr  East  UMm 
leoBttexioiis  odd  jstttth  to  oar  intetnal  eiliplay-' 
in^t'aad  wealth ;  for  Ae  rstnni:  is  very  great 
and  the  efnigratiod  but  small.  BedideB^  manf 
of  the  etti%rants  return  bringiDg*  back  much 
weaMi^  ffldd  the  accnmulations  of  oAem'wW 
die  in  tfae  East^  rtti  tfensmitted  to  add  to'Hm 
ecemmdatioDS  at  benie.  •' 

Onr  West  India  isfoads  dndn  us  of  mort 
emgrants,  but  they  send  U9  T^ery  large  retumfi 
aiid  though  many  die  in  them^  many  also  etnie 
baek  to  spend  theifatquired  weaitb  in  the 
mother  country* 

A  portion  e€  the  weakb,  which  bai*fldw«l 
in  so  eopious  a-strAnem  totfais^  island-  fit>m  the 
tJflited  States  «f  North  America^  since  they 
heoame  iadepmdmt^  nay  he  fhkly  traced  tiy  tte 
ehecii  givea  to  the  exoessitie  emigration  froMi 
it  by  the  po^ical  separation  of  the  two  cotin* 
tries. -TtiiS'aflfards  a tBoM^usefol lesson  to  Spaing 
Were  her  gOTeniors  ^uainted  mO^  the  r^ 
prioei^ies  of  pqmiatieb  ancF  ^  the  proAootioa 
^ 'Wealth,*  and  had  ^Hity  Hk  eourage  to  act 
ujMtt^ms^  th«y  weiU'.afr  once  dedare  their 
SJiuth'  AnnaAsail  eojooiey  in^ipeDdtoti  and 
euWMie  a  aew  MMiMiMti 'with  thsm  as  opm«- 
Wraal'  alfies.     The  dvalM^  «f  emign^lafe 
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irom A» motfasr  wmi^ hM k^ lu^popqjpkr 
tipatkNik  Mftdof  ooiine,.poor4  .AU.#e^!V^aiwl 
tOtftit  of  South  AmcHoa  CMnot  qooitipf^  tJ^ 
laflwawft  ol «  d^onww  of  populKwD,  or  nafdfe 
«voB  a  :8t»tiwuuy  pppvlotioB  liofa.  Ssgiem 
«nM  k^re  been  ia^tdy  veaUbiMrA  if  JSllA 
bad  «ever  possessed  a  «Afki  oniony,  px  sent  a 
wigin'— »  iMarew  Ck»  .MlBntic,  th^a.  she  has 
lim .vith  all  tl)e  i|^iH»  «^  Ptetesi.  .aii4>the^  r^> 
To  Jose  men  m  oider  t<>  gMil  gcdd.  Mid  6it¥^» 
M:«fi<  «Hsai»ble  nohaugai  $j^)d  tlie  3a«th 
^ipsrima states  be-ki»t  to  her,  .si^  wUl  ia.  a 
§\mi  tiine  ^nd  tbese.pi^iMil^pks  ^y  ctntteNd. 
•  Tbis  iehscar^d^ira  4igi;aifi«m>  ^  For  the.  l^st 
time  dbntttries,  tbat  is,  anoe  tti<Q  di^ooveiy  of 
iMwrio^,  SfBin Iw^pJubitad  *  most  vi^ap- 
4ehpty  MKl;a  most  ioipfeeaifve  Jcssoa^ft^nskithe 
pitHpopilatw*  tbeory. .  |jet  futy,  statisliMij^a 
aiBad>tlus.witfa  atteat»OB,  aaid.b«|ieve  if  be  oiii^ 

|fi.tiieodvattt«fe8«fcb9$kiBfl>^pulA<^-  f^ 
^ne.  country,  possesnag  suob  a.  vast  variety^  of 
HfllfHpal  advantages,  ■Mid  draifuv^  .difMit.«jip>- 
fiiM  of  g«M  and  aitwx  to  m,«faf»^  mocb 
gityi^.ifaaii  .tbati  q£9U.  V»m)f»  Mft^  %p,ajt 
«MB>«iai&ei»t>«3Mag^,'«)t?  9PffVQ«li:^oiWlR»ei)  ia  . 
^SovoiiiBt  aqd#oiB0nexaMi9e  anil  its  «4!9(^t  a 
lfafuii^(e  of  bear  t>e<i»|^,  -  Let  .her.  titeok  Ak 
Jbim9§Py',»oi  Jbeep  .Im  .fnfihi  M  booH^  m 
0«iftiaBy.feiidQnt8»l.  mean,,  and  die  ifiH  fod 
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Aie  |M»ptikitioii  theory  «  ^Miinglgr  ▼aiied,  as 
the  antipopulation  theory  has  been  uopleasiBgly 
exempHfled  for  ^e  last  three  handred  yean. 
She  ifiU  O^fvi^withrs^tiire;  that  the  grand 
smurce  of  the  increwe  ^f.meoi^  to  a  state  is  fwi 
Me  imcrmse  of  territory.  »  of  lAe  ftrecipeu 
mekis,  hut  ^fopuiatmu 

To  return:  The  impfofuttniit^ * whkH^  h«| 
for  sotne  tkae  heen  pfil|)iablf  taUag  ]dam  . 
erery  Where  In  tins  idaod,  and  also  on  the  oon* 
tfanent,  is  another  pmof  of  the  oonataat^end* 
ency  eadsthig  in  the  in^-ease  of  popalataan  to 
angfiient  employment.    What  I  calcidatad  ra 
fiv>ai  this*  pranetpte  in  the  winter  of  1816  is 
now  taldng   plftoe.     ^^  Huft  gmat  taipelfing 
fower,**  the  iactaase  of  p<q[Mdation,  "  ksmmg^^ 
eoYet^  ItS'SWay,  there teev^  groond  tp  hope 
jthat  the>  demand  will  weeUy  iseraAse^  thoi^h 
it  nrast  be  fer  a  long  time  yet  at  a  sldw  rate. 
We  havo'chkAy  iokiBlt  lest  the  price  of  wheats 
whioh  a  <iertaiilly  above  the  fair  amr^^^at 
present^  ahoiald  at  length  Ml  below  eigiity 
cAAlingB;  whioh  Meais  to  be  aboat  the  mte  c^ 
siftNiMeooe  en  which  onr  present  avers^prif^ 
of  dAir  artidMhave  beea  formed.  If,  however, 
those  of  th^wittkator  keep  at  a  &ir  price,  by 
4bmtem4  of  1817^  there  wiU  he  a  very  palpabte 
andtf^easin^  Stafiarvenkeiit  in  the  ciroomstaaces 
of  British  circnlatoi's,  and  the  national  income 
mVL  have  risen  considerably.    Foreign  circu- 
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lators  will  also  benefit  by  this  change  and  in 
time  return  it  */* 

And  to  what  cause  can  we  chiefly  impute 
this  favourable  change,  except  the  increase  of 
numbers  ?    What  is  there  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  circulators  this  year  to  produce  such  a 
difference  in  the  amount  of  emplojnpent?  How 
has  the  additional  stimulus  been  created  by  the 
same  number  of  men  in  the  same  circum* 
stances  ?     The  usual  ]nci*ease  of  wealth  and 
capital  would  do  much,  it  us  true.    But  unfor- 
tunately last  year  there  was  not  the  usual  in- 
crease.    Indeed,  it  is  probable,  that,  in  many 
districts,  there  was  9  real  diminution  of  both. 
The   more  abundant  crop  of  1817  has  been 
quoted,  as  a  cause  of  the  change.    But  the 
change  took  place  before  this  fact  could  be 
ascertained;  and  the  improvement  went  on, 
while  the  prospects  respecting  that  crop  wewi 
of  the  darkest  kind.     The  higher  prices  and 
smaller  quantity  of  1816  would  probably  coun* 
terbalance  the  larger  quantity  and  lower  prices 
of  1817.    Besides  the  improvement  proceeded,  " 
though  the  prices  of  the  cultivator  gradually 
fell,  and,  of  course,  diminished  the  amount  of 
employment  which  he  was  capable  of  giving. 
There  has  been  much  less  than  the  usual  quan-^ 
tity  of  speculation,  iii  almost  all  lines,  during 

♦  All  Classes  productive  of  national  Wealth,  p,  215, 
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the  year  1817.  Indeed,  in  most  lines,  there  has 
been  little  or  none.  The  increase  of  employ- 
ment is,  therefore,  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  aveitige  increase  in  the  demand,  necessarily 
created  by  the  increase  of  population. 

The  slowness,  the  equability  and  gradual, 
manner  of  the  improving  movement,  show  . 
clearly,  that  it  is  owing  to  a  general  and  re- 
gular cause.  The  improvement  taking  place 
on  the  continent  is  of  the  same  equable  and 
regular  kind ;  and  we  are,  therefore,  to  con- 
clude^ that  as  the  same  effect  li  produced,  the 
same  cause  is  operating  there.  The  new 
houses  which  a,re  appearing  in  so  many  of  our 
districts,  prove  the  fact  of  the  increase  of  our 
population.  Indeed  several  districts  are  build- 
ing as  extensively  as  in  the  most  flourishing 
ytfars  durii^  the  War.  But  in  modt  there  is 
evidently  an  extension  of  buildings ;  and  in 
Bome  districts  where  this  has  not  taken  place, 
1  have  been  informed^  that  empty  houses  are 
jpradually  filling. 

This  may  partly  be  owing  to  so  many 
persons,  who  were  called  abroad  by"  the  war, 
.returning  to  settle  at  home.  Such  a  result,  by 
the  way,  confirms  our  reasoning  as  to  this  porr 
tion  of  population,  which  has  been  called  re- 
dundant. But  t;he  return  of  thpse  persons  is  thy 
no  means  sufficient  to  account  f<»r  tbe.^sirt^t  of 
additional  btdildings ;  and  these  in  oppjotiition 
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to  the  etrongSy  counteracting  circnmstances 
which  hare  arisen  ffom  the.  great  deficiency  of 
employment  in  1816.  Nothii^  short  of  a  very 
considerable  real  addition  to  onr  numbers  in 
this  country  can  be  an  adeqm^e  cause  for  so 
intensive  an  effect. 


CHAl^TBR  UL 


HAS  ANr  NATURAL  PR0iH>im0N  WHICH  SUBSIST^ 
BNCB  BRARS  TO  POPULATION  WHEN  INCRfiA^ 
ING^  A   TJSNDEKbV  TO  DIMINISH  THB  QUiVNTUtiJE 

OP  EMPLOYMENf  ? 

.  .     in       '  *     . 

Thb  statSsticians^-'lidho  msiliftdhi' that  the  iti^ 
crease  of  population  *  tends  t6  6Vei^tock  with 
respect  to  employment;  groAnd  their  opinion  oi^ 
the  notion^  that^  subh  ati  increase  ofeat^  it 
greater  increase  of  sellers  thftn  of*  lyi:^nL 
We  have  fottnd  thfe  to  be  tiot  mer*ly  unwan- 
ranted;  bjit  kiirectIy»cotitfarf  flb'^Ots  in  real 
life;  and  thiat  tShere  ^e^lts  from  sUch  atu  ifl- 
•crease  a  tendency  of  atf  opposite  kind. ' 

^r.  Malthus  entertains  a  peculiar  notloti 
on  the  subject.  He  considers  t^e  suppoted 
^tendency  tuf  tiie  increase  of  popuTatiouf  to  ov^et^ 
ttock^  «9  lurising  from  a  natural  tendency  % 
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tiiat  increase  {o  be  more  Tapid  thaa  tbe  in* 
cre^sQ  of  ^ubsisteqice.  ^^iigual.  Indeed,  h« 
ba3  not  anaL^ed  t\^  $ffefBtk»  ^  libk^^eao^iit 
ioflueoce^  or  explained'  itfae  .pMMB»5  by  ^IMk 
such  a  result  is  produeed-  It  hoiAf  by  biotm 
indirect  ihsinoatioDS  and  geii^ml  afllTttiatSoA^ 
that  he hasbroached  the  opiidon.  ^ 

'^  The  constant  effort  towards  population^'* 
says  he  ^,  ^^  which  iA'&iwd  to  act  even  in  the 
most  vicious  societies^  increases  the  nuasber  of 
people  before  the  means  of  subsistence  are 
tnoreas^.  The  iDodrl^KfoK,  tri^h  befoite' 
supported  deven  miUiom,  must  now  b^  divided 
among  eleven  millions' and  a  half.**  This^  bA 
we  have  seen/ is  to  suppose  a  case^  which  cati* 
Viot  possibly  in  ordinary  circumstances' exists  or 
wdess  during  a  period  of  absolute  femine. 
^  Tbe^peor  x^anwqqa^tly  muist  live  much  wor#, 
itlfDd  vf^mf  of  them  be  reduced  to  sev^e  ^s^ 
ti^«.  The  mknber  of  labourers  aldo  beii% 
alkOTO^the  pri^rtion  of  work  in  the  markelf, 
^k»  {iriee  ci  labour  must  tend  to  &11,  while  thfe 
jyrice  9f  provisiQUs  w^nld  at  the  same  time  tend 
ito  rise."*  Here»  as  is  usual  in  the  defence  of 
this  tteory^i  the  author  assumes  the  very  thing 
which  is  to  be.  proyed:  and  what  he  d4CP 
QSffume^  is  contrary  to  the  uniform  tenoor  of 
£icti  in  circulation.  ,  ^ 

f;  Sm^  on  tbe  Principle  of  Fopidatkitty .  vd.  i«  &;i. 
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.  In  addition  to  this,  it  has  been  urged  in; 
proof  of  a  redundancy  of  population^  or  a  fojm-' 
Ifidmi  exeeedhig  the  ^fit^y  ^food,  that,  whe- 
tiiep  we  survtjr  agrk^tural  or  manufacturing 
^QlrictSy  .we  find  always  some  supernumerary 
)giM»t&ts^  or  circulators  either  out  of  employ^ 
or  only  employed  for  a  pairt  of  the  usual  work-? 
h^  time :  in  short,  that*  in  all  lines,  there  are 
{^efally  moce  candidate  for  employment^ 
than  can  obtain  a  fuU  share. 

.  lu  this  we  find  another  instance^  of  thut 
ardour  in  jomv  subsistence  theorists  for  pressing 
^i^ry  evil  or  iiieonv^aience  among  .manki|tdt 
mising  out  of  the  inequalities  of  human  a^ots^ 
immI  the  irregularities  of  human  affairs,  into  their 
cause,  by  ascribing  them  to  the  increase  of 
jpopulation.and  its  imaginary  consequence,  a 
scarcity  of  food.  This  is  sometimes  can  ied  t^ 
A  pitch  appro^Mi^bifig  so  nearly  the  burlesque^ 
that  the  sober  statistician  either  doubts  whether 
the  U^eprist  is  ^efiojo^,  ^  smiles  at  his  theoretic 
credulity.  These  sophisms,  for  they  cajinptf  be 
4^alled  deductions  from '  rqi^  causes  cowected 
with  their  r^ults,  impose  upon  many^  who 
•either  will  not  take  the  pains  to  discriminate, 
or  whot  are  not  suj£ciently  acquainted  with  the 
subj^t  to  det^t  the  fallacy.  But  let  us  l^ve 
personal  observations,  which  a  due  r^^rd  for 
truth  £md  science  will  not  allow  us  in  cases  so 
glaring  to  refrain  from  altogether,  for  a  consi- 
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deratiaft  of  realcaases  and  tbeir  results^  whicli 
Hlone  can  enable  ud  to  reaeb  frath* 

That  even  in  the  larger  toim  niaases  oi 
population,  and  during  the  bufi^t  ttmoi^ 
there  are  partial  slacknesses  in  certalu  Snes^ 
and  that>  wb3e  some  circulators  ha?e  OHMre 
than  the  avtarage  quantum  of  einployui6nt5 
others  have: le^/  is  admitted.  From. the  ia-r 
equalities^  natural  or'  acquired,  of  huttiau 
agents,  and  a*  thousand  apcidental  stimulati^ 
and  counteracting  circumstances,  this  ever  has 
been  and  ever  will  be  the  fact  among  masses 
of  population,  however  populous  the  district  ^r 
the  country.  But  what  haus  Hiis  ikct  to  ch^^wHh 
deciding  the  question  at  issue  si  w  what 
possible  proof  can  it  bring  in  fisivour  (tf  the  aab^ 
mstence  theory? 

The  quest^i^n  i»  not,  whether  populousnoss 
and.  the  increase  c^  population  will  give  all 
circulators  full  employmrat^  but,  whether^ 
cwterU  paribus^  they  do  not  tend  to  create 
a  greater  average  quantity  among  individuals^ 
than  the  refverse. 

According  to  Mr.  Gray,  the  more  populous 
a'dittrict  or  oauntry;  and  the  more  rapidly  its 
population  increases,  Ifrom  the  savage  stat^ 
through  aU  the  «iiitermediate  states,  up  to  the 
mbst  erewded,  whatever  be  its  conditian  wit^i 
respect  to  subsistence,  or  whether  it  be  of. ^ 
exporting  or  import^  class,  the  greater  is  the 
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average  amotiiit  of  empAoym^etit  in  it,  and  f4ce 
versd.  This  seems  slHIl  to  be  what  it  appears 
eter  to  have  beeri,  clearly  the  ^Eict  with  respect 
to  every  district  on  earthy  whatever  its  rate  of 
pop«latioii.  It  18  then  for  the  partiEansof  tlie 
sabdstence  theory  to  show  by  febct«  and  strict 
reasoning  from  them,  that  the  deftdencies  of 
employment,  which  are  partially  taking  place 
even  in  the  most  crowded  and  rapidly  increase 
Ing  population,  wonld  be  proportionately  fewer^ 
were  it  to  increase  less  rafndly,  grow  stationary 
and  stIU  more  retrogressive.  Itiis  is  the  point 
at  issue  here. 

The  increase  of  population,  which,  accord^ 
Ing  to  Mr«  Gray,  is  the  grand  source  of  all  pei^ 
tnanent  increase  in  employment  and  wealth,  ac? 
cording  to  the  subsistence  theory,  from  its  eait»* 
ing  what  is  called  a  pressure  on  the  lunits  of 
subsistence,  and  consequently  a  too  great  filklness^ 
creates  a  diminution  in  the  average  amount  of 
employment  and  a  tendency  to  poverty.  On 
the  latter,  therefore,  the  thinner  the  popuUrtion^ 
the  better  must  it  be  employed  and  the  richer 
must  its  metnbers  on  the  average  be«  From 
the  thickest  state  of  population  through  ail  the 
intermediate  thinner  states  to  the  thkinest,  thf 
|>rocess  of  the  population  tiMny  must  neoes* 
Baiily  be  reversed.  OBterk  pariimsy  the  ^n- 
ner  will  be  better  emplwed  and  richer,  till -we 
reach  the  hunter's  state  which  will  be- the  t}eit 
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4smpkgfeA^  and  dtfhest  of  all  etcept  wben  sub^ 
t^eBce  happons  ti»  bci  more  than  usually  sborti 
On  tins  theory^  check  popdlatioik  and  atlgMeni 
Mbiistence  (^D^^re  this  indeed  at  all  practicable 
fbt*  any  number  df  years),  and  you  increade  t^^^ 
pkffment  and  Wealth. 

TUt  ttnst  b6  the  result  of  th6  liubsisteAce 
^i4ticipie>  if  it  hare  any  real  e»8tence,  at  If 
there  be  any  real  meaning  in  the  reasoning^ 
of  its  partiMinS  at  all.  No#  look  at  actual 
hetJ^  And  can  any  sober  statistician  give  hill 
seridftts  belief  to  so  #ild  a  system  for  a  moitieM  ^ 

It  may  be  said,  this  is  pressing  the  tab^ 
fdstence  principle  of  Mr.  Maltfaus  too  fieir.  But 
in  all  rates,  according  to  his  vieWis,  pfopulatioiH 
kistead  of  regulating  the  amount^  of  subsiat-*^ 
«ace  as  of  other  sapp^es,  uniformly  pres^el 
ag*iMt  Hke  limits  <^  sub^ence :  or^  to  stfttft 
«lie  &ot  AS  i«  is  in  read  life,  the  amount  of  th6 
Mppljr  of  subsistence  throughout  the  circle  of 
distriets  connected  nationidly  or  commercially, 
tif&l  be  tiweefs  adjusted  to  the  demand  6& 
IMtrty  ad  is  practicable,  Mrhatever  be  the  rat^ 
DFipopulatfMi.  Where  then,  or  at  what  rate  of 
iMpufcdoBnest  or  increase,  for  the  same  prindplft 
operated  in  all,  is  the  stop -to  be  mader  ilut 
liieHflliieof  ^diation  mnst  either  tend  to  M^ 
ittM  emt^^rttient  and  wealth,  or  to  drmiuisft 
H.  And  to  check  it  must  do  the  reversle.  If 
iSbM  *kiereAsfe  produces  more  emplc^rment  and 
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wealth,  the  checking  mast  ii^are  tbe  fnoem 
and  diminish  both.  If  the  increase  again 
*  toids  to  lessen  them,  the  checking  must  tend 
to  ^ilarge  them.  The  more  it  is  checked 
tlmi,  on  the  latter  supposition,  and  the  thinni^ 
it  becomes,  the  greater  must  be  the  increase  (^ 
employment  and  of  wealth.  Sophistry,  as  usual,^ 
may  attempt  to  evade  this  deduction  from 
the  principle  of  the  subsistence  theory,  but  it  is 
plain  strsught  forward  reasoning ;  and  I  do  not 
see  how  the  partizans  of  that  princi{Je  can  get 
rid  of  the  conclusion,  even  with  all  their  ac- 
knowledged ingenuity  in  making  the  most 
stnbbom  facts  quite  pliable,  and  in  limiting  and 
explaining  away. 

But  let  us  even  refrain  from  pushing  them 
so  far  on  their  general  principles ;  and  let  us 
come  to  particulars.  According  to  Mr.  Gray's 
ideas,  Ei^land  should  be  more  employed  and 
richer  than  Scotland,  but  according  to  Mr* 
Maltbus  she  should  be  less  employed  ani^ 
poorer.  She  is  much  more  populous.:  l)er 
resident  population  assisted  by  impugratio^ 
is  increasing  rather  faster,  and  she  does  not 
supply  herself  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  subr 
sistence.  Scotland,  again,  much  thinner  peor 
pled,  with  a  resident  population  incryKisii^ 
slower,  raises  ^  vast  quantity  of  food  more  tha^ 
ilhe  consumes.  Poland,  on  the  subsistence 
theory,  should  be  better  employed  and  richefr 
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m  proportion  to  its  population  than  eitfael^ 
France  or  Austria.  Or  if  we  descend  to  dis* 
tricts,  the  Highlands  with  their  thin  and  slowljf 
increasing  resident  population,  while  they  raise 
such  an  immense  quantity  of  surplus  subsist- 
'ence  in  the  shape  of  black  cattle  and  sheep^ 
that  for  some  months  every  year  this  surplua 
produce  disturbs  travellers  on  many  of  the 
principal  roads  of  Scotland  and  England,  must 
be  much  better  employed  and  proportionately 
to  their  population  richer  than  Lanarkshire^ 
where  population  is  increasing  so  fast,  whi]«^ .  it 
is  forced  to  draw  supplies  of  food  from  all  its 
neighbours.  Westmorland,  for  the  same  rea-» 
sons,  must  be  better  employed  and  richer  per 
individual,  than  either  Warwickshire  or  Lanca* 
shire.  Now  what  is  the  real  fact  with  respect  ta 
these  compared  countries  and  districts,  which 
are  only  examples  taken  from  the  great  ma^  } 

On  this  important  part  of  the  discusdoD^ 
as  with  respect  to  all  the  others,  I  am  forced 
to  o!)serve  of  Mr.  Malthus  and  the  partizansof 
bis  theory,  that  one  of  two  things  must  be 
true-  Either  they  are  very  imperfectly  ac^ 
<|uainted  with  the  real  principles  of  cii'culation, 
drthey  have  been  very  inattentive  to  these  in 
forming  their  opinions.  .  . 

According  to  those  unalterable  principles^ 
iHDery  new  comer  is  a  buyer  as  well  as  a  seller^ 
ukd  everff  tendency  to  a  scarcity ^  when  tkii  cmt 
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le  remedied,  must  operate  towards  augmenting 
mtployment.  Now  he  and  they  seem  geBerally 
to  overlook  the  former  part  of  a  new  comer's 
character  altogether^  and  they  consider  a  tend-i 
Mcy  to  scarcity,  as  creating  a  diminution  Qf 
employment  among  circulators,  The  latter 
IK>tion  requires  some  consideration. 

A  scarcity  of  provisions,  whether  real,  or, 
as  is  much  more  frequently  the  case  in  civi- 
fi^ed  and  populous  countries,  imaginary,  uni«> 
formly  raises  their  price  much  above  what  the 
real  deficiency  would  warrant.  *  This  tends  to 
mirieh  the  cultivating  class  and  those  classes 
which  deal  in  provisions ;  and  pvompts  as  well 
as  enables  them  to  give  an  incre^ed  amount  of 
employment,  by  carrying  on  improvements 
and  extending  cultivation,  and  also  by  a  mor& 
liberal  domestic  expenditure.  Hhe  consequencQ 
is  an  increased  demand  for  labourers  in  the 
various  lines^  The  price  of  labour  necessarily 
lAses  partly  to  meet  the  higher  charges  of  the 
cultivator  and  partly  from  the  enlarged  de^ 
Siand  for  h^ds.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
twenty-five  years  we  have  seen  what  immense 
capitals  have  been  realized  by  the  cultivators  ia 
eonsequence  of  scarcities  real  or  imagined,  and 
we  have  seen  the  great  increase  in  the  demand 
for  banicb^  as  well  as  the  wages  of  labourers 
QAor^  than  doubled.  The  scarcity  years,  as 
^key  hne  b(sea  ci|Ued  b^  the  people^  1796, 1801^ 
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1812  and  1813^  were  paiticularly  prominenl 
for  the  spirited  exertions  in  improvements  that 
foUowed,  and  for  a  demand  for  agricultural 
labourers.  There  was  an  universal  complaint 
among  the  farmers  of  a  want  of  hands. 

Scarcity,  it  is  true,  may  in  some  cases  of 
supply  be  so  excesoive  as  to  diminish  the  wealth 
of  the  suppliers.  This  happens  when  there  is 
such  a  failure  of  produce,  that  no  price  pix>« 
cured  for  the  small  quahtity  actually  Supplied 
will  reimburse  the  supplier  for  his  loss.  But 
all  scarcities  of  necessary  articles  at  least  tend 
to  prompt  greater  exertions,  and  of  course  to 
increase  employment. 

The  year  1815  put  the  theory  of  Mr.  Mat 
thus  with  respect  to  employment  and  wealth, 
to  a  new  trial  of  an  oppo6it4$  kind.  And  abun-< 
ihmce  was  found  equally  decisive  against  it  aa 
iearcity.  During  that  eminently  fertile  year, 
,we  saw  wages  fall  and  employment  decrease, 
and  all  for  a  reason,  which  according  to  his 
imaginations  would  produce  quite  the  contrary 
i^ct ;  that  is,  from  a  superabundance,  of  food^ 
jSucbwas  the  abundance  of  the  supply  com«^ 
pared  with 'the  demand,  that  prices  fell  far 
below  what  would  pay  the  fanner,  or  eoable 
him  to  reproduce  employment  even  to  the  usual 
Ainpnnt^  Thus  a  vast  diminution  of  employ^ 
pn^t  and  an  unusual  degree  of  poverty  were 
ef^w^   by  ifbat  on  the  subsistence  theory 
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should  have  created  wesdth  and  a  more  tlttta 
usual  quantity  of  emplojnnent. 

The  influence,  wbieh  Mr.  Malthus  sup* 
poses  in  the  increase  of  population  compared 
with  the  state  of'fbod,  in  diminishing  employ^ 
ment,  is  thus  as  imaginary  as  the  rest  oi  the 
peculiar  influences  supposed  to  exist  on  the 
subsistence  theory.  In  fact,  if  a  tendency  hi 
population  to  increase  faster  than  sabsisten^e 
operated  among  circulators,  the  result  would 
be  directly  the  reverse  of  what  Mr.  Malthus 
imagines.  The  excess  in  the  demand  would  give 
both  the  farmer  and  his  people  better  prices^ 
and  render  an  additional  number  of  hands 
necessary. 

The  increase  of  population  also  uniformly 
tends  to  promote  luxury  or  the  use  of  super-; 
fluous  food.  The  necessary  result  of  this  must 
be  to  increase  the  proportion  of  circulators  re-» 
quisite  to  raise  subsistence.  If  people  ia 
general  use  a  larger  quantity  of  food  tbim 
before,  surely  the  production  of  this  additional 
quantity,  must  produce  a  corresponding  in^ 
erease  in  the  amount  of  employment. 

Besides,  in  cultivating  a  country,  the  lands 
which  are  by  nature  the  most  fertile,  or  which 
are  best  circumstanced,  in  point  of  cUmate^ 
^tuation,  or  population,  are  first  chosen  for 
the  plough*.  In  proportion  as  it  fills,  the 
Iftnds  more  unfavourably  situated,  ai'e  had  ren 

*  Ifappinesa  of  States,  B.  vi.  ch.  8.  p.  476, 
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.0onv9e  to.b^  the  cultivator.  Now  these  lands, 
require  move  labouring.  The  coustaut  and 
Idrg^  supply  of  manure  necessary  to  give  them 
fiSk  artificial  fertility  to  a  profitable  degree,  and 
to  keep.tbem  up  to  that  pitch,  contribute  also 
j^Matly  ito  increase  the  cultivator's  bqsinesSi 
J^t  us  Miake  some  exceptions  for  good  l^mda 
too  far  at  first  from  the  principal  seats  of  the 
{lOfiulifttiaEi^and  we  may  lay  it  down  asa  correct 
{Kisition  with  respect  t^  cultivating  a  country, 
that  the  thicker  ite  populoHcm,  the  land  uncuU 
thatudj  or  mypeffectfy  ctdlwated^  wUl  in  ferti- 
lizing them  to  theprqfttakle  d^ree,.  create,  mere 
f$nployment  per  acre. 

It  is  admitted,  that  from  the  superior 
modes  of  execution,  and  the  machinery  gra* 
dually  introduced  by  population  in  its  increaa^ 
fke  cultivation  of  land  will  at  a  higher  rat* 
pf  population  per  square  mile,  require  few^ 
bands  than  at  a  iower.  The  difference  from 
this  caase  may  at  length  be  so  great  b^weea 
a  very  thin  and  a  very  thick  rate  of  {population, 
as  more  than  to  counterbalance  the  employe 
meot  created  by  the  greater  obstinacy  and  in* 
iertU]ty,of  the  soils.  It  is  probable,  for  example, 
that  such  a  difference  has  arisen  with  respect  to 
anltivation  throughout  Britain,  as  well  in  £og* 
land  as  in  Scotland,  from  her  rate  of  population 
in  the  tenth  century  and  her  rate  at  present, 
that  barely  half  the  number  of  cultivatora  per 
square  mile  is  now  employed  directly  in  culti* 
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nation.  But  it  has  been  sboirD^  tibat,  thoagk 
tbe  nomber  direcdy  required  for  the  same 
quantity  of  work  may  be  decreaaog^  if  we 
inolnde  all  tlie  imUreet  employment  created 
hy  this  aha^>e^  in  tbe  constniotiott  of  the  mar 
diinefl,  and  preparing  the  materials  of  wood, 
iron,  brass,  Soc,  the  demand  for  hnman  hands 
is  increased,  and  will  keep  increasing  ^» 

Besides,  were  it  even  true,  that  the  ean 
ploymenti  abated  by  ihe  swie  business,  in«^ 
eluding  b(9th  the  direct  »ad  indirect  sorts,  is 
^Bminished  in  a  tbidMF  fate*4df  pepplation,  this 
Ksult  by  qo  means  springs  ^oin  any  limiting 
influence  arising  out  q{  a  mons  rapid  increase  In 
poputetion  liian  subsisteBCCf  It  flows  from  the 
superior  ddli  and  oapitali  which  are  unifonnl|f 
pvodneed  by  the  increase  of  populationr 

Mr.  Malthus,  as  £»r  as  I  understand  JU|9(| 
appears  to  entertain  the  notkm  of  tkt  fKul^de^ 
that  population  in  its  increase  interJEeres  mtl^ 
places  already  foil,  and  is  cheeked:  by  thig 
fafaiess.  A  vacancy  must  take  place,  or  a  Q^w 
«nner  must  dther  displace  ona  of  the  old  circu:^ 
lators^  and  thus  throw  a  supernumerary  on  hia 
own  class  or  other  classes  of  society,  or  musl 
himself  remain  a  supernumerary^  A  diminu^ 
tkm  in  the  average  amount  of  employment 

*  Happiness  of  SUtes,  B.  iL  ch.  7.  p.  106.  Third 
Letter  to  M.  Say,  All  Classes  productive  of  national  Wealthy 
p.  SOJ. 
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must,  tberef^e,  necessarily  ensue,  with  its  iii« 
separable  ccmcQmltsuit,  a  fall  in  price. 

That  the  multitude,  who  are  uQifonulyr 
led  away  by  first  appearances,  should  enteitaia 
such  a  notion  is  no{  to  be  wondered  at ;  but 
such  a  tendency  in  the  increase  of  populatioq 
to  create  supernumeraries,  or  s)ich  a  re-action 
tending  to  counteract  the  Influence  of  its  own 
imi^eBs,  is  so  contrary  to  the  uniform  teiionr  of 
Idle  general  rewks  actually  arising  from  that 
Inerease  in  real  life,  it  seems  strange,  that  il 
should  be  Quitted  by  any  statiatid^,  B^ 
jthere  is  no  occasion  here  for  going  into  thn 
subject  again,  as  it  has  been  already  fyOij 
shown,  that  the  increase  of  population  create* 
|iew  species  of  circuland,f^nd  in  its  progress, }% 
(ContinuaUy  enlarging  tte  old  and  opewng  up 
||Mk  sources  of  employment. 

Mr.  Ifakhus  seems  rather  to  have  a  foodt* 
fiess  for  foir^ipg  the  arrangements  of  natura 
in  the  case  of  pppalation,  and  for  tnmii^  tha 
Infect  into  the  e^nse.  It  may  be  queried,  whe* 
iher  he  has  not  done  this  with  respect  to  tfaa 
jtn^enty^^twp  Dutch  villages  mentioned  by  htea^ 
^ccordiog  to  the  registers  of  which  the  raarw 
rtageswere  annually  one  hi  6ii[ty-four.  This 
ia  a  very  unusual  proportioa.  But  he  6ada 
the  moitality  also  to  be  correspondingly  great, 
of  one  in  twenty-three.  He  thence  concludes 
that  tiie  former  cKtraordinaiy  proportion  was 
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^^  merely  occasioned  by  the  rapid  diBsokitioii 
of  the  old  marriages  by  deaths  and  the  conse- 
quent vacancy  of  some  employment  by  which  a 
family  might  be  supported  *." 

But  is  it  not  more  likely,  that  this  great 
mortality  was  caused  by  the  unusual  proper* 
tion  of  marriages,  than  that  this  unusual  pro- 
portion of  marriages  was  caused  by  the  great 
moitality?    Such  a  proportion  of  the  former 
shows,  that  marrying  in  those  villages  must 
have  been  particularly  early,  and,  of  course^ 
particularly  productive.  Now;  it  iawell  known 
how  large  a  portion  of  infants  dies  in  all  coun^* 
tries.    The   mortality  among  these  added  to 
that  produced  by  the  very  unhealthy  climate 
of  Holland,  accounts  naturally  and  fully  for  the 
great  number  of  deaths.     And  I  am  much 
more  inclined  to  be   of  Sussmilch's  opioaoa 
respecting  the  cause  of  the  flourisUng  o£lfaar« 
riage,  or,  that  it  springs  from  the  great  variety, 
of  means  of  obtsdning  a  livelihood  in  Hollander 
A  friend  of  mine,  who  has    lately  travelled 
through  that  very  populous  and,  of  course^  very 
rich  country,  says  ^^  they  are  all  populationisfyi 
there.** 

That  certain  successors  do  marry  in  conse^ 
quenee  of  the  death  of  their  predecessors  and 
taking  the  place  of  the  latter,  is  tioie.    This^ 

'  *  Essayi  &c^  vel*  i.  B.  ii.  di.  4.  p.  445. 
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however^  is  a  kind  of  mere  transfer  event  with 
respect  to  circtdation  at  leasts  unless  the  sucx 
osttor  should  by  his  personal  character  be  a 
more  active  circulator  than  the  deceased  per- 
son, or  the  reverse.  But  by  the  death  of  one, 
the  stimulus  created  by  one  is  evidently  lost. 
And  £cirther  I  fear^  that  the  death  of  a  drcu-. 
later,  if  he  be  a  married  man  and  a  faibev,  by 
the  injury  generally  done  to  the  incomes  and 
prospeiets  ot  the  widow  and  children^  is^  on  the 
average  of  cases,  rather  calculated  to  retard 
th4n  promote  marriage.  We  may  constantly 
see  instances,  whiere  the  death  of  a  father  both 
injures  the  means  of  procuring  income  among 
his  sons,  and  ruins  the  prospects  of  obtaining 
an  early  settlement  among  his  daughters. 

Btit  to  return  to  the  particular  topic  in 
diaeus^n :  it  seems  perfectly  clear,  from  .the 
priaci{jles  of  circulati6n^  that,  were  there  any 
real  tendency  in  population  to  increase  £uit» 
than  subsidence,  such  a  tendency,  far  frojki 
dybniiM^hitig)  as  Mr.  Malthus  imaginea,>  wouU 
necessarily  increase  employment.  It  would 
cretf|e  aa  additional  demand  for  eulti\^toni^ 
and  beiiides,  by  raising  their  prices  or  incomes^ 
mable  Chem  to  expend  more  lai^gely,  which  is 
equivalent  to  giving  more  employment  and 
ioconie  to  the  other  classes.  II 

"  The  great  cause  which  fills  towns  and 
manufactories,**  says  Mr.  Malthus«  V  is  an  in^ 
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tnffieiMey  of  employaieitt,  aad  con^qnentiy 
rf  the  means  of  support,  id  the  countty  ♦.** 
This  is  a  moyement  wbicb  ik  coifitaDtly  gcnai^ 
oa  in.  tureiy  distiiet  and  coutitry,  and  moit 
extensively  in  those,  which  are  increasing  mo«t 
rapidly  in  numbers,  and  are^  of  course,  wMt 
flourishing. 

It  is  surprising,  that  a  statisticfaii  d  soch 
acut^ness  as  Mn  Malthus,  in  writing  such  a 
passage,  did  not  perceive  that  this  univmMl 
novraaort  compl^ely  overturns  the  leading 
Uteas  of  the  subsistence  theory  and  of  Ui 
Essay,  and  completely  establishes  those  of  tte 
population  theory  and  the  HapfHoess  of  Stales^ 
as  the  laws  of  nature.  Circulators  are  con^ 
stantly  going  from  the  agricultural  to  oAiep 
lines,  and  from  a  thinner  state  of  population 
to  a  thicker.  And  why}  Confessedly  frofii  a 
constant  deficiency  of  employment  in  iIm| 
fbrmer.  Does  not  this  prove,  that  ^le  Mppiy 
of  the  cultivator's  articles,  or  subsistenee,  isM 
stead  of  bdng  generally  deficient,  is,  on  ti» 
average,  rather  the  reverse,  or  aboi^e  tlM 
demand  of  population;  and,  therefore,  ^ttMM 
f»reulatort  we  constantly  forced  to  withdMir 
from  the  culth^ing  to  other  lines,  wHere  1^ 
demaad  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  suppif  > 
Had  there  been  a  general  deficiency  of  tbo  M|m 

*  %mjf  ToL  iii.  B.  ill.  ell.  14.  p.  ^ 
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0t  iood^  tbere  vcmld  Imve  btea  a  petpetaal 

tendency  to  detain  the  whole  of  the  droulatoai 

afaread^'  engaged  in  cuUivattoki  or  in   those 

breaches   of  employ  immediately  conneofewl 

with  it,  as  well  as  those  young  additional  cir- 

ettlatara  produced  by  the  increase  of  popu* 

faitioiu    Yet,  according  to  Mr.  Maltbns^s  b^h 

tians,  there  ia  a  constant  deficiency  in  the 

supl^ly  of  foodi  and>  of  course^  in  the  nuaher  of 

mppliers.  '  ^ 

Again,  if  a  thicker  iMe  of  population  did 

«ot  €reali^  a  greats  average  amount  of  em«« 

pioyment  and  wtolth,  why  should  circoiatQn 

keep cmistAatlygdng  fnmi  a  thinner?    Hmf 

eauld  they  be  absorbed  there  ?s  But  th^e  is  an 

iaeesaaaft  absor|>tion  of  them  in  thote  tfaieker 

and.  more  ra{HdIy  iaereasing  masses.  Agreafet 

rate.of  pc^nloustieis  add  increase  edT  pQpubi<« 

tion,  tiMfefofle,  produces  a   gfeater    avenge 

qiavitiim  of  emptoymrat  and  wealth  *• 

And  yet,  aecording  to  the  antqx^failiaii 
ihe&sy,  from  the  .population  of  towns  fediqgi  a 
4iO  gtefit  fulness  in, all  or  most  Unes,  there 
most  necessarily  be  a  constant  tendency  to 
,  «ai^nite  to  the  less  full  or  thinner  peopted 
fM^rtioiift  of  a  district  or  eountry :  a  tend^cy 
directly  the  reverse  of  that  ia  nature ;  for,  with 
mr^if^  pi^eaUar  or  local  exceptions^  this  i^fnA** 
«  .  I. 
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ftflsedfy  ffom  the  thinner  to  the  Ifaleb^r  -pep^ 
pied  jiortioiM.    ^ 

It  is  a  pity  but  oar  statisticians  would  ac^ 
etuttom  themselves  to  reason  patiently  from 
facts. 

I  shall  coaelnde  this  interesting  portion  of 
the  discussion,  respecting  the  influence  of  the 
increase  of  ^  population  on  the  quantum  of  em-^ 
lament,  by  summing  up  in  the  word»  of  Mr. 
Gray^ 

"  EVeryinan  requires  a  riutaber <rf persons, 
of  TarioM  descriptions,^  to  le^ur  for  him,  on  an' 
average  pvoportioned  to  the  amount  of  circa^: 
kmd  which  he  possesses.    The  circulator  wortb 
ten  thousand  a  year  will  give  full  employment 
to  several  persons,   perhaps,  from  twenty   to 
thirty,  aod  partial  employment  to  a  very  great 
munber,  probcd>ly,  in  the  whole,  equivalent  to 
about  two  hundred  ifuUy  employed.    But  a  cir<« 
culator  of  the  great  mass  coidd  not  give  fu^ 
empldyqient  to  one  :*  and  this  deficiency  on  the 
part  of  that  body  allows  the  employers  or  cir^ 
eulators  to  a  greater  amount  to  obtain  the 
extra  hmids  they  want.    An  increase  of  pc^pv- 
latum,  with  its  necessaiy  attendant,  an  incrc^^e 
of  circuland,  enables  the  great  circulators  or 
empteyers  to  become  still  greater,  and  it  ope- 
Mtes  the  same  way  with  respect  to  t^e  rest« 
It  increases  the  demand  of  all  ranks,  by  stiU 
creating  additional  wants,  and  affording  the 
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hieans  of  supplying  them.    New  and  more  ex* 
tensive  buyers  or  consumers^   of  course,   re* 
quire  new  and  more  ext^sire  sellers,  or  manu- 
facturers. Instead,  therefore^  (^teruRng  to  mm^-^ 
stock,  an  increase  (^'population  tends  to  enlarge 
the  demand  for  hands  in  general  rather  faster 
than  the  supply.  This  supjdy  is  furnished  not  only 
from  the  more  ^pid  increase  of  pojniiailbn 
from  earlier  marriage  and  immigratioa,  but 
from  the  greater  quantity  of  work  performed  in 
the  same    time    by  the  cir^lators  in  their 
Various  lines.      In    a  distnct    crowded  with 
population,  the  aven^  quaht^  of  work  fwo- 
duced  by  the  individuals  ill  dduble  and  oittei 
three  or  four  times  the  amount  of  that  of  a 

¥!th  aHtheimreate 
and  in  the  average 
I  more  crowded  the 
is  ihe  complaint  of 
;  on  some  failure  in 
>rary  circumManees ; 
in  population,  there 
nplaint  of  aYi  Over«- 
want  of  work,  and 
stant  emigration  to 
bus  reciprocally  an 
ds  to  increase  cir* 
of  circuland  to  in* 
crease  population*.'' 

•  Happiness  of  States,  6.  ii.  cb.  2.  p.  M. 
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BOOK  IV. 


DOES  POPULATION  IN  ITS  INCREASE  TEND 
TO  AUGMENT  OR  DIMINISH  THE  AVEAAOE 
AMOUNT  OF  IWXnfE  AND  WEALTH? 


CHAPTER  I. 

Of    PB01>UCTIVBNE9S    IN    POINT    OF 
W^AUm,  48  ONBBATBD  UPON  BY  THB  INCREASB 

ly  gone  so  fully  into  the  ques- 
)urce  of  productiveness  as  to 
h  is  essentiaUy  connected  in 
;h  that  which  we  are  now  dis^ 
11  content  myself  here  with  a 
ervations. 

y  finds  the  source  of  prodtic- 
tiyeness^  or  wealth-producing  quality  of  things^ 
in  the  labour  alone  connected  with  the  cultiva- 
^ion  of  the  soil.  Dr.  Adam  Smith  has  ex- 
tended this  quality^  and  admitted  within  the 
productive  circle  some  other  kinds  of  labonn 
He  considers  the  wealth-producing  quality  to 

#  AU  Cltfses  productiye  afiiituMial  Wealth. 
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t^ide  in  sdmethitig  solld^  ^liidh'cati  be  ex^ 
thangeld  or  disp6sed  of  fot  a  firice.  M.  Say  *, 
Who  rtltiks  himself  in  the  unprodactive  school 
of  the  latter  ilnd^  this  quality  in  utility. 

Of  M.  Qttesnay's  theory,  t  have  to  repeat^ 
49mr  its^  tttnitationt^  are  directly  contrary  to 
ftets.    H\k  prodntH^e  empioymfent  is  rendered 
teilAy  prodtldive  by  riiesWis  of  other  species  Of 
tfiaphym^ty  attd  from  a  fall  in  the  price  i^ 
Hometihl^s  afi|)frodticti^e ;  while  other  forms  of 
tttifffoyntetit  are  pfodtiettve  for  the  very  samt 
teasoiis,  a^  that  of  cnltiVation.    Dr.  Sraith'^ 
liAfritation  is  alto  Contrary  to  ^cts.    lYie  soli- 
dity of  ihe  forfn  of  cii-culand  hte,  of  Itsfeff,  no 
j)todtWtiv<?  quiBty.     It  creates  wealth   only 
tHien  it  is  miitcfd  with  what  renders  all  othei- 
f^fieeieb  of  drtjutend  piroductive  or  profitable^ 
cluii^gfeabiRty.       M.  Say*s  quality 
seems  liable  to  the  tome  invincible  o 
It  i^  prodiicttvcf  only  when  found  ii 
tHate  of  Combination.     Unless  an 
1S<6  (fisposed  of  for  a  pro^t^  its  titihty  is  nnpro* 

*  The  very  ingenioui  aathor  of  the  Trait6  d  Economie 
Politique.  Of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gray,  in  consequence  of  Mr« 
Ciray's  four  letters  to  him  in  the  Appendix  to  All  Classes 
^odactive^  h  is  but  jmrfice  to  say,  that  it  carries  the  niftrks 
^the  candid  tidtisticiaft)  the  philosopher,  and  the  gentle* 
^an. 

f  Se^  Mr.  Gray*?  Letters  to  M.  Say  on  the  source  of 
(rodactiven6«a,  in  Mi^cdlaneoxis  Statistics. 

f2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^tiye,  aofl  wiU  arei^^  aio  uiCOiDe,or  \n9Ji1fi1  tff 
tke  drculator;  w^  articles,  tbiU  do  n^at 
po9s«a0.  tbe  quaJUiy  .vbjph  we  uBdecstaad  by  the 
term  utility^  if  cmabioed  mih  prottable  cbai]Ket 
abUity^  produce  bottu 

It    is,   therefore,   the  chat^geahiUty  *  of  an 
artide^  or  of  employment^  m  a  word^  of  43m> 
Qolaody  or  it^  power  to  procare  »  piiee  m4  ^ 
profit,  which  is  the  vidue  producingL  quality,  4ft 
what  yields  inccMae    and  wealth.    Whatei/^r 
possesses  thai  is  the  mepms  of  reproductioAj  oc 
of  pr^iduciiig  new  emploj^panV  ui^nie  aad . 
weidth  etf  rc»|ii4  th?  circle ;  aB4  vba^vwdoee  - 
not  poMes» .th»t  if^taik^  et^i  is  uHeity  uppro* 
ductive  ef  all  three.  .  This  schqqm  to  ive  to  bjivf . 
been  so  strictly  demonstrated,  that;,  tiU  Jte 
deaH>Bstr9ttU»i  is  shown  to  be  faii|lty»  I.^ihalLo 
assume  the  thing  as  eoopiple^ly  ppwedL 

It  is>  however,  to  he  observed,   that  Uie  ^ 
existence    of   a  tendency  in  ^e  increase  of  . 
p9pulation  tp  promote  the  prioress  of  we^tt^  . 
or    to    check  it,   cannot    be    iifferred  fromi 
the  principles  either  oi  the  productive  or  oi 
the  unproductive  theory.    All  classes  may  be 
productive  of  national  wealth,    and  yet  the 
incfease  of  popnlalaon  may  have  a  tendency  to 
cheek  the  progress  of  wealths    On  the  iHher 
hand,  there  may  be  certain  classics  unproduo-  , 
tive,  and  yet  the  iijkcref^  of  the  number  of  our 
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it&eiilatorB  may  ^otieelerMe  tkrir  progress  with 
fMpeet  to  meome  and  capStal. 

If  the  Increase  of  popalalian  hBtf^  an  in^ 
flaeace  towards  ai^^mestkig^  tfaenr  wealthy  this 
naat  arise  from  its  tendency  to  mcrtase  tfm 
mm^ge  dimandf  and,  oenseqneatty^  U>  enable 
tiie  great  mass  both  to  obtain  a  hurger  ^antaia 
4f  employment^  and^ateo^  what  follows  fram 
tMs^  a  better  average  price  for  it;    On  the 
other  hand^  if  the  Inerease  of  popnlatian  ha^ 
any  inioenee  that  opemies  against  4he  progress 
of  weakh  in  a  eonnlry,  or  to  keep  its  amonnt 
ftationary^  it  mnst  be  by  vendeikigdia  ^ven^ 
qnantam  ^tm^^kfm&it  among  the  chxnslatora 
saudler^  Vki  of  oourse,  producing  a  depression 
ill  the  avemge  prioe« '  In  the  former  oase^  tiie 
demand  has  a  tendency  rather  to  -  keep  before 
the  supply,  and  conseqneotly  tiie-seilers  witt 
have   a  predominant  infloence  in  fixing  iAke 
priae.   -In  the  bitter,  the  snpply  will  hare  a 
geiferal  tendency  to  exeeed-  the  demand,  and 
the  bnyers  will  possess  that  influence. 

Now  we  hare  already  s6en,  that  tiie  in^ 
ordftse  of  population  uniformly  tends  to  aug^ 
ment  the  average  amount  of  employment; 
And,  what  follows  dearly  from  this  in  theory^ 
a  tendency  in  price  to  riscj  is  equally  verified 
by  focts.  Au  increase  ifi  the  demand  and  an 
increase  in  price  are,  in  feet,  reciprocally 
cause  and  <?^ct  to  each  other<,    The  ^orm^ 
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tends  to  raise  the;  mte  of  the  Izjtter,  Wfl  ft  rift* 
in  the  rate  of  pAoe,  by  enlavgifig  the  expwr 
diture,  tends  to  augment  the  deoiftnd^  Thus 
the  average  demand  and  the  average  rate  0f 
price  keep  gradually  advancing  according  fed 
the  rate  of  the  increase  in  population ;  and  tJm 
result  is  a  general  increase  of  wealth  in  « 
country  from  its  thinnest  peof^d  slate  up  W 
its  most  crowded. 

The  general  fact  of  dircnla^ion  w,  that 
^^  circuiaiars  in  wmg  circulandudd  to  a  Ae^p  V* 
The  multitude  and  statisticians  in  general 
however^  entertain  an  opinion  jqpiite  contraryi 
or  that  circulators  take  from  a  heap,  and  tfans 
are  constantly  diminishing  it.  This  is  indeed 
the  source  of  all  their  errors  on  thift  subject,  Md 
what  repders  Uieir  conjeetiires  conceriiing  r^ 
suits  so  incorrect,  that  are  they'ieommiMily  c€MH 
tradicted  by  facts. 

They  overlook  an  essential  link  In  tike  chain^ 

In  paying  for  what  tbey  buy,  it  iis  true,  thejj 

take  away  more  or  less  of  their  own  income^f 

for  the  time ;  and,  in  obtaining^  a  price  for  what 

away,  for  <he  time,  nwra 

ome  of  others,   'tbis  taking 

g,  they  perceive ;  bnt  they 

necessary  part  of  the  £siet,. 

tkei/  are  crmting  fresh  itwi- 

^  HappineKhof  States,  Bw  ii.  ch.  2.  p.  25« 
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phf^int^Bod  thus  actnafiy  si^i^kif  and  ia 
gaomi  adding  to  the  real  source  of  wealthy 
tke  raeam  of  charging.  What  tber  pay  awirf 
beeomes  isoonie;  oonsequently  the  source  of 
«o^flndKture  and  emf^yment  to  others^  and  to 
rtiemielTCg  agiun'  in  the  circle:  and  what  they 
itceive^  bccoflies  income  and  the  source  of  ex- 
.  fMtditure  to  themsdves.  Thus  all,  by  giving 
miray,  are  creating  fresh  employment,  or,  as 
Mr.  Gray  has  familiarly  expressed  it^  adding  to 

If  wejinalyie  the  process  of  nature  in  the 
kieiease  of  employment  and  wealth,  we  shall 
8de  that  the  increajse  of  population'  must  neces* 
Vujjkf  add  to  the  average  quantum  of  em|4oy^ 
Hie«t  and  wealth. 

The  wants  of  isen  are  the  source  of  ^ 
awpfcpyment  and  charging.  The  interventionr 
of  that  artificial  medium  of  charging,  money^ 
wfakb  is,  in  reality,  merely  ^^  a  set  of  counters,"* 
^oes  Mat  alter  the  nature  of  the  transactions 
between  circulators.  It  tends  greatly  to  eoa«* 
wniency  and  to  rendering  exchanging  easier ; 
Itiut  the  same  result  would  take  place,  if  meft 
flill  continued  to  give  one  article  fbr  another^ 
a»  wsM  the  case  before  the  invention  of  moneys 
John  wants  something  wbict^  James  produces^- 
and  Jaoies  wants  something  which  John  pro« 
duces :.  John  is  willing  to  give  so  mudi  of  whak 
1m  has  to  Jamea  finr  so  muohof  what  he  hMji 
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and  James  is  willing  to  gratify  iHm.  This  la 
the  cause  of  all  circulation^  and  the  source  of 
all  exchangeable  wealth.  When  money  is 
used  in  the  transaction^  it  is  to  measure  the 
quantity  of  one  thing  to  be  given  for  a  quantity 
of  another,  or  to  enable  each  to  ewhange  op 
charge  more  accurately  and  conveniently^  .aa 
well  as  to  obtain  what  a  circulator  wants^  fnwi 
those  who  do  not  themselves  want  what  he 
makes  in  order  to  be  able  to  charge.  Either 
by  the  quantity  of  things  mutually  wanted^  op 
by  money  which  oan  procure  these,  charge  tf 
met' by  charge.  Thuit  is  the  mine,  from  whicbt 
all  wealth  is  drawn.  And  as  there  is  no  limit-t 
atidb  to  the  amount  of  charging,  this  mine« 
or  the  source  of  wealth,  is  evidently  inei^iaustn 
ibte;  The  more  circulators  draw  from  it,  op 
the  higher  the  rate  they  charge,  thp  mpre  ex-a 
tensive  it  becomes. 

In  the  earlier  periods  of  society,  when  men 
are  dthtsr  in  a  savage  state,  or  just  emerging; 
from  it,  and  consequently  veiy  thin  with  re-^ 
qiect  to  territory,  their  wants  are  few,  be^^se 
they^are  ignorant.  Most  of  these  wants  tb^y  , 
gre  forced  to  snpply,  each  circulator  for  hitn- 
pelf,  aff  for  as  they  are  supplied.  But  in  pro* 
portionr  as  they  grow  more  numerous,  their 
wants  increase  with  their  knowledge  and  with 
^  meanft  of  procuring  what  they  want.  The 
tmpply  pf  th^  various  kiiids  ftlso  becomes  mart 
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imd  more  confined  to  certain  classes,  till  In  n 
tery  crowded  oommnnitj,  for  example  in 
Lotidon,  the  division  of  it  is  carried  to  an  ex** 
traordinary  degree  of  minuteness,  as  well  as 
Astinctness  *.  Thus  from  the  thinnest  to  the 
most  crowded  state  of  population,  the  wants  ef 
circulators  keep  constantly  increasing  in  variety, 
and  the  means  of  supplying  them  enlarging^ 
fill  the  difference  in  point  of  variety  and  qnan^ 
tity  Glomes  astonishing. 

These  additional  wants  necessarily  oreate 
addition£|l  employment.  And  as  the  new  wants 
ef  the  circulators  and  the  new  articles  used  I9 
them,  are  generally  not  a  substitution  for  tlM^ 
oldVants  and  articles,  but  a  real  itddition  t^ 
(hem,  and  as  most  of  the  increased  numbers 
use  an  avera^  portion  of  l>oth  the  old  aa4 
newer  kinds,  the  result  must  be  a  cooitaEnC  in* 
f  rease  of  the  means  of  wealth* 

fi(ow  then,  with  such  results  necessa^yr 
springing  from  an  increase  of  population,  can' 
this  increase  produce  what  Mr.  Maltbus  and 
some  others  have  imagined,  any  tendency  to 
povefty ;  that  is,  to  a  lower  average  amount 
of  employment,  and  a  lower  average  rate  of 
price?  Such  a  tendency  seems  utterly  impos* 
rfble. 

Cet  us  begin  with  the  more  necessary  spe* 

•  Happiness  of  States,  B.  M.  ch.  ^ 
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<;iefi,  i4  ^rcnlaad,  for  these  irare  used  eacii«rt» 
l^acanse  they  vc^e  pacwMury,  and  f^-opt^  Uk 
tbe  looff  luxoi3oius»  aad  we  shatt  &id  Vm 
VfaHk^ailSmentiiiv  proceis  goiog  («  wUb  tba 
ineroapci  of  aumber.  In  the  teiy  thin  p«ried& 
of  pofiittlatiaa  the  seeds  of  the  elememti^atioa 
of  lal>oar  are  sown  ;^  but  die  produce  is  versr 
iocomplete*  Most  drcolators  perform  maosr 
i(H*ts  of  work.  But  whethei*  the  laboor  be  per^ 
formed  promisciiousiy  by  indivkkiab  ia  gme&Jij^ 
or  by  distinet  cUutses^  the  result  will  be  the 


The  coltititor  deals  in  the  most  aeoessary  of 
an  SQKtu  of  cmokuid ;  and  he  i&  the  first  prin* 
^idfKslHM^fev.  Bot  does  the  builder  of  hoM«a 
or  rocker  of  clotlmig  reader  huB  poorer^  beca^ 
^hef  dfiw  from  hia  iacome  more  or  less  of 
UhIp  iafomia?  Thq^  are  takea  froai  the  gesat 
maps^  to  labour  a)b  other  kiads  of  sa|^  thoa 
1^9-.  They  bewme  buyors  from  him,  aad  obtaiu 
(Jbrnoq^sa  of  paymg  hiiahy  seUiag  airticles  of  «t 
diiS^reat  Mvt  1%u%  whUe  they  dimi^wb  tho 
MHihinr  of  sui^iiiUera  o£  subsistiuieey  whioli  th^^ 
woidd  be,  wevQ  there  ao  other  mode  of  labour 
but  oultivatioa,  they  contiaue  d^aaaders  of  it. 
Aad  s«rely  the  average  teodeocy  of  withdraw* 
iag  lEmperfluous  suppliers  from  any  liue- mast 
be  toadfauce  the  rato^ of  pijice  of  j^e  artteles 
which  they  supply. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  various  classes. 
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ereated  by  the  biieiiieBS  of  govwniiig  a  peopie, 
or  those  of  soldierB,  lawyers,  pablic  office  per- 
sons, &c»  the  same  mult  takes  place.  These 
classes  are  taic^^framthe  fiaas  of  circulaton 


cl€W«ii4erB  with  re^i^ect  t«  the  former- 

jPopolatioA»  <a&  it  Imftm^et^  i^tem^flsea 
Jmsiness  mons  and  uwif^  aa4  J«(»i9tfc«  %\if 
variaas.  modofi  id  eiiq^iv)raieDt  moTQ  c^mylfiiifiiJg^ 
At  the  same  time  I  thaA  it  t^mta  t^*«cdnf^  ibiP 
proportionate  munb^  of  the  varioy .  ftttlOWijtf 
««P{rilfCi|  it  o|iw9ie8  toir<w:4a  ^oicif^^ 
demand*  >,         .     < 

Along  ^th  thk  i&  €cma(airtly  op^rAtliig  tlffit 
tmiversat  f livieipl^  amdagall cluasus of  mf/Oif 
^fs,  the  d«nire  to  ohtahit  as  lacge  ^.fnw^tj 
of  the  meana  of  happiocw  m  poasil>l^  11^49^ 
create  of  numbers^  by*  enlarguo^  the  lavk^t^ 
enable  them  to  gratify  xnone  and  nrnm  (hi^ 
Visbes.  Theresqlt,  thefefocfi^  vamt.  meo^^T 
rUy  be  an  aYeragei  Incifeaso  }n  the  qvAntom  of 
wealth. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


911  mmK»  mmwinwkL      bookM 


CHAFTHR  n. 


THl 


It  may  be  sud,  that  the  tmiversal  wish  of 
sellers  to  obtain  as  large  a  quantity  of  the 
iMsns  of  happineas  as  possible,  is  counteracted 
by  an  nnhpersal  wish  of  a  contrary  kldd  among 
bayers.  It  Is  so«  But  the  general  increase  in 
the  demand  on  the  whole,  and  the  forward  im-> 
pidse  given  to  chtmlatioii  by  the  improving 
etyla  ct  living,  enables  the  vaHous  classes  as 
seDers  ultimately  to  oany  their  point  a^;ainst 
tiNr  buyers*, 

The  operation  of  the  increadng  drafts  on 
the  general  fond  of  paying,  some  may  suppose^ 
mnst  also  tend  strongly  to  check  a  rise  Ia  this 
ftmoont:  This  fund,  however,  is  of  an  inex-* 
hanstible  nature*  It  consists  of  charging  upon 
those,  wlio  in  their  turn  countercharge  to  reim-i 
bnrs6  themselves.  The  higher  the  various 
classed  ate  charged  upon,  the  higher  they  eoun-« 
terehatg[e  all  round  the  circle.  Thus  the  fund, 
instead  of  being  diminished,  keeps'oonstantly 

•  HiqppiDeM  of  States,  B.  iL  ch.  S.  p.  114. 
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inorettiing  with  liie  increase  in  the  drafts  upon 

But  it  may  be  urged  fiurther^  that  though 
the  average  denmd  vfSf  to  Mcossarily  aug« 


with  the  aid  of^  niachiBei^  nay  be  more  than* 
snffieiant  to  ruise  the  average  siiq^^  up^to  (he 
evhurged  aveosge  4maMd.    The  ooaseqiiesHQer 
inust  be  a  .tendency  to  an  isjnweasdrpifnsipn 
in  price.  .  .  , 

It  is  idiwitted,  that  Ifte  Fr»^ 
forms  an  innportaat ,  point  of  conm^^mtloafc. 
Both  the  amount  of  Hie  siq^y  of  an  tttidli^ 
and  the.pdoeof  it^  mnst  be  ora(il4n^  tegef 
ther :  for  a   larger  amount^  with  a .  raialler.i 


•  Happiness  of  Sutes^  B.  it.  ch.  12.  p.  147. 
f  Sbe  Essajs  on  the  Effects  of  arerage  high  and  loff 
iinaceh  at  the  eiid<if*lUi  TaloMie. 
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fa  ihegtoMTiiig' iteirattd^  Aid  tlUM^h  Iti  imm 
iiiMances^  the  rate  of  wages  for  doing  the  satiA^ 
^mntitjrof  iwoik'  mkf  bm^m  Imr^f^  ftt  the 
diflimtee  iatltt  qdailily  j^MftraiediV  W  cdii^ 
•MleraMei  m  giMy  ^  eMnttn-balMde  tMli 
^n»  fpriee  *cf  masy  ^Mictes  to  i»k)^#d«^ 
m  dbei^t  md  j«t  tile  |irodt  mtniitg %o tkte 
MMduBr  fipom  fats  admilnesB,  aiididdif^4ii<#e  vbMt 
iaihesMKlftEiiejIiniiottlMg^  j  ; 

The  rise  in  the  pftor  oftMi^^  it  mm  M 
«^l«d,  dMi  noe  itlwdyv  enrieb  the  cii#dilac»r  tti 
aiBOM€tow^hBd8jOri0l3ri  If  he  g«W  itt^r^  fbt 
what  he  sells^  be  has  to  pay  more  for  Wlritt^  lU? 
tUqrs ;  aiid  thus  he  is  ctaty  ^here  he  IMui  before. 
But  why  are  these  higher  pAem  aiked  itiid  ob^ 
Milled  ?  Is  it  riot  ehieAy  to  eiMMetbe  ^rarikms 
•eikrs  to  ptty  fer  a  bi*tter  style  of  thrinf,  or  t^ 
ttikwartbe  demands  of  govetnmerft,  which  aft 
tttcessanly  oomeoted  wMi  giving  ^d^omd 
eiAptoyniMt^  And  eadi  in  cOunterchai'giiig' 
fo  meet  the  imnreased  oh«fg«8  of  the  test,  H 
^fs4^  to  obtahi  the  means  of  Utitig  better, 
dMMPges  soflokUng  additioilaL  Hie  increased 
flKtfe  represents  eqaally  the  bettei'  iMyte  of 
Mraig^  of  each  cfawilatdr  himself  and  of  1ti6 
iielgUiKmfti*  T^s  this  arerfi^  rise  in  piice 
itHtttately  places  all  but  fixed  ftnnnitants  hi  k 
better  state  than  before. 

It  is  true,  in  the  progress  of  a  nation^ 
whose  population  isinereaaing^  towards  grmMr 
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ireaMby  tbere  aw  many  XxmrnSte  mtmlntk 
wHb  roq^Mt  to   dtesea  and   to  imlmdaallb 
<«  Evwy  rm  in  mf  ipeeies  of  draidattd,*'  atfi 
Mr.  Qny,  ^^  is  omre  or  ]ie»  iojtoiwui  teaaif 
Mitokt^  £or«  vbUe  it  adcb  to  the  profilb  4f  tlia 
acUms  of  tlieartiok\,  it  ^imiiiiabcstfaote  «f  Ilia 
Jmyars.    Jt  i^i  bcAreTir,  ipradnaUjr  niet  bjr  Ha 
ad<UtioQal  charge  on  the  pait  of  the  lilttaic; 
•tid  also  teodsjto  ki«rease  the  awoiiaC  of  sale* 
U  tlMA  uktaalefyprQtMifidvfenl^Keml  io^tbe 
frhote  coiaafimiiljyi  witih  the  enwytwi  of  imwai 
toots  with  awd  inootnais.      SflUoit  a«e  foth 
i^ueirtljr  klers .fiEK  a  cMsi^rafale  tiiae>  tiU  tht]r 
obtain.a  necessary  rMe-  oii  the  other  hattdl 
thqf  as  fre^pnantly  fa&pi  by  anitieipfitien^  or  hy 
hcdttg  enabled  to  charge  h^fhtt  than  tbe  ease 
atrictj^  reqnyres*^     To  the  giieat  masb  the 
l^erfige, remit  of  Uie  rise  in  price^  caused  by 
an  inorease  of  pofulatioii)  on  compariny  afpy 
.  twotonnSySayof  teftj^earSfisagpeateraifei^ge 
^aantity  c^  wealth.   . 

The  smthor  of  the  Happiness  of  States  ia^ 
thereicMre^  eompletdy  warr^ted  u^eeoMh^ 
fiion  which  he  draws.  ^^  It  is  thus  noiveinally 
tnie^  says  he^  ^  thi^  evecy  inorease  of  pefp» 
latioii  t^nds  to  increase  the  average  awountrof 
inoome  shared  by  the  whole.  But  it  is  not 
toeant  to  be  affirmed^  that  evei^y  equal  uiorMse 

*  Haf^DMi  of  Sutei,  &  iL  ch.  41.  ft  14& 
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of  |k>pdftdoa  produces  an  equal  increase  ia 
drculand,  of  wMlth.  The  ratio  of  the  iq;» 
crease  of  the  latter  depcyoids  so  much  <m  the 
ciMracter  and  pectiUar  circonisttfnces  g€  the 
popukttioD^  and  the  qoautum  of  stimuUui^ 
vhich  thes6  reciprocaill)r  give  to  elu^h  otber^ 
that  this  ratio  adttuta  of  uuiumtrable  ya« 
lieties*;'' 

^'  Therfi  am  totoe  utttlons  th&t  tfiuount  iA 
populittira^  to  the  half,  or  the  one  third,  of 
Mme<4her^  and  yet  from  tbdr greater  natural 
or  acqaired  advantages^  and  tbw  superior  acti*; 
vHy  and  diligence  erf*  the  people^  they  have  a 
lai^  portion  of  the  lieh  tlAn  the  latter^    But 
suppose  two  nations  in  skniiar  ciroamstaiv^ 
fttd  of  a  nmilar  character,  di^ng  onl^r  iA, 
popidation.    In  the  more  numerous^  there  wiU 
untformly  be  a  greater  proportion  of  the  rich ; 
^jBid  the  more  rapid  the  increase  of  the  popu^ 
lation^  the  more  rapid  will  foe  the  increase  of 
these  wealthy  individuals*     Tlie  sam^  thing'. 
hoUU  with  respect  to  the  same  nation  at  th^ 
different  pmoi)9  of  its  popiilation.    When  it. 
cmtains  but  four  millions,  it  will  have  xnon, 
than. proportionately  fewer  rich^  than  when  it 
amounts  to  six.    And  when  it  reaches  eight 
the  rich  will  bear  a  still  greater  proportion  than 
wliea  it  had  f&^  according  to  an  increased 

•H^ipiiieMOfStaftes,  B.ii.  ch.&p.3& 
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fatio.  To  quote  one  example  out  of  many,  by 
way  of  illustration :  when  the  nalSlon  contained 
but  four  millions,  the  annual  income  of  its 
more  respectable  iherchauts,  or  bankers,  would 
BOt  exceed,  say,  twelve  hundred  a  year ;  and 
consequently  they  could  not  give  their  chief 
clerks  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a 
year.  At  eight  millions,  not  only  will  these 
classes  be  Ulore  numerous  than  according  to 
the  former  proportion,  but  the  average  annmd 
Incomes  of  the  individuals  witi  have  risen  to 
three  or  four  thousand  a  year,  and  they  will 
give  four  or  five  hundi'ed  a  year  to  their  chief 
clerks,  and  so  on  in  an  inCreating  proportion, 
according  to  the  increaise  of  population.  In 
the  latter  peiiod  we  see  there  is  a  new  riclf 
class  consisting  of  the  principal  clerks  bf  meri 
chants  and'  bankers.  Other  new  rich  classes 
might  also  be  mentioned.  These,  instead  of 
confining  themselveff^  like  their  predecessors, 
to  the  cheaper  comficnts,  are  enabfed  to  in-» 
dulge  a  little  in  luxuries ;  and  thus  they  assist 
in  augmentmg  the  quantum  'of  cifeiAand  or 
the  means  of  additional  inconie.  In  sum,  ihe 
increase  of  population,  though  its  influence  on 
the  production  of  wealth  has  been  but  tba 
much  overlooked,  is  the  great,  indeed  the  sole 
<mginal  cause  of  the  perinanent  increase  of 
wealth^:' 

•  nfappiness  of  States,  B.  &  cb:  10.  p.  19%. 
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CHAPTER  IJL 

THE  BXISTENCB  0F  A  WEALTH-^PRODCCING  fK- 
FLUENCE  fN  THE  rNCREAAB  OF  POPULATUm, 
FULLY  PEOTEI>  BY  FACTS. 

Facts  uniformly  join  to  conj&rm  the  theoretic 
conckision  of  the  Happiness  4)f  States,  that 
the  increase  of  poptUation  is  the  grandy  indeed 
the  sole  original  cause  of  the  permanent  increast 
ff  wealth. 

Wliether  we  examine  towns^  districts  of 
oountries,  we  find  that  in  proportion  as  any  of 
them  is  more  populous  or  inereases  more  rapidly 
in  number  of  inhabitants,  cceteris  paribus^  it  is 
more  wealthy  or  increaiies  more  rapidly  in  wealth* 

It  wwdd  have  been  ^sufficient  to  have  shown 
tUat  the  increase  of  populatiKm  augments  the 
income  of  a^  country  according  to  the  old  aye* 
rage  rate,  to  proye  that  this  increase  oontinuM 
to  keep  the  whole  mass  (including  the  new 
memliers)  in  at  least  as  good  circumstaiices  as 
before  the  addition.  But  Mr.  Gray  proves 
much  more.  His  doctrine  is^  that  ^from  the 
v&ry  nature  ^  circuland,  every  increase  m  the 
number  of  drcidators  necessarify  tends  to  in^ 
crease  ity  and  not  merely  according  to  the  ave^ 
rage  quantity  qfthejprmer  dividend,  but  also 
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according  to  a  new  overdue  quantUjfy  which  is 
jmgmented  m  proportion  to  the  new  memhere. 
Tims  to  adopt  a  number  for  an  example :  «^ 
.poie  tha«  are  in  a  small  island  400  ciirculatori) 
^1K(>5  dt  an.  average^  divide  aimiia%  SO^OOOi  or 
'•faBi3a  d0  oaoh :  if  tbe  ctrc^^tcMtt  be  increased 
from  400  to  600,  tibey  will  divide  amraaUsr, 
instead  <^  25,000  acooiding  to  tbe  old  ave- 
rage, say,  30,000,  or  share  at  the  new  average 
oi  60.  The  lattei^  nombers  are  used  merely 
for  illustration.  Tile  increase  depends  iipoii 
SO-  many  citeutaistances,  that  it  may  be  with 
respect  to  all,  numbers,  in  all  possible  propofi* 
tions :  irifireasing  proportions  are  meant  */* 

TlieT  veiy  increase  in  individual  weaitli 
proves  thii^.  If  the  ne#  nuiiibers  shared  only 
rat  the  old)  rate,  though  ^  nation  would  bb 
possessed  c^'more  wealUi  as  a  body,  yet  the 
individuals  would  be  no  better  off,  ad  tbef 
would  share  only  as  befbre*  But  ftcts  uai- 
vorsaliy  s1m>w,  ^at  individuals,  by  aH  addkioos 
lo  their  number,  are  enabled  to  divide  a  h^bw 
average  amount.  . 

lite  uniform  result  of  the  increase  of  popu^ 
latioQVi  on  influence  constantly  operating 
towards  enMing  the  various  classes  of  society 
to  oi^n  a  greater  iwerage  amount  of  the  good 
M$tgs  cfl^.     This  influence  operates  alike 

*  tlappinesf  of  Statei»  B.  ii;  ch.  2.  p.  96. 
q2 
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in  favour  of  all  mnks,  kmn  the  lowwt  to  tlit 
hif^ti  BmA  it  keeiM  inxsrtBamg  m  iptsmm-mti^ 
cfficaogr  fron  tht  tfaiiMest  mto  of  p6|Mda<M!li| 
whte  8  fidnrfemiMes  or  trti^  are  aeattered  otMT 
«  vast  teirilory)  n^  to  the  oiotfe  en^flihd.  .  Shi 
nore  rafMbd  the  iacMMe  oC  mtmbem  alM^  ^llMr 
SMM  ^Obctkre  doe§  Miemilueoee  pro^m^ 
,  Mr.  Gn^  Has  gtv^n  »  variwis  €3iampkf 
vhkli  cdmpleteijr  wtablkb  the  aetive  estiBteiice 
of  tihis  piioetpi^  of  popnhMJan^  or  Ike  wealth* 
magmmtimg  inflaeAce  of  itB^uicrtMe. 

I%iiB  iafltmea  derives  mtM^h  af  lt»  ^ffiMcgr 
ANmibriii^tigiBeii.iiiottt)6«:«tiKiT.  ^^TkenoM 
eompaot^  or  cueivrdfed  Hm  pafMlatioi^**  say^^iftr, 
Gteqf,  ^€ie#6m|'i(irAtM^  tiiiaiioreweaMiy  ^^ 
it  be.  ApoptdatiMof  a  miBioa,  at  the  rMe# 
four  acres  to  a  toaa,  ^lesaraple,  wfltt  poisew 
a  larger  quantity  of  drcnland,  than  the^mmt 
popalatiaBattheMteof  fiveaores  to  aman, 
mi  80  6f  aay.  otter  difemg'pixipo  The 

masDiiil^  1tha^thfi]Bore<dMe.'the  popdta(t|oti,tfae 
'mae  da  thelndivHiitakatinmfatte  ^oade  anotber^ 
and  the  greater  their  artificial  irantf,  as  wcS 
as  tiie'nieBiisf  of  isnppfying  thttn.  it  ia^  to  be 
tBiAerfltood/  hoiimner,  that  in:  tW  distriet  ^X 
(Eraracr^  to  a  man^  the  to^ns^abe  in^their^hie 
proportion  larger  than  those  in  the  district,  of 
five.  If  the  towns  of  the  former  were  mncli 
smaller,  the  latter  district  might  possess  a 
greater  quantity  of  .eirculand,    and  share  a 
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Ugher  average'  of  income*  Lai^  mosses  in 
WWtm^  fWHtt'  the'  strong  recipooral  sdnnilns 
fmMA  by  them,  and  the  taste  for  herary  iriboeh 
Af^  pvbdace^  hww  a  pcarerful  inflnenae.on  oh^ 
fMltni:  Atow«  eontaiining  680,000  inhahit^ 
infB  wmM  ]mB86if  and  divide  many  timag  tfaa 
^fdanfky,  thatironld  befMiBattsed  anddivMod 
liy  an  extensif^  territory  over  whioh  the  iana 
iMmterwaa  h>06elyica)tterad.  London,  hMlnd^r 
liig  Westminster  and  Sontfawml:,  divides  morf 
than  ttv^  thirds  of  the  ili»Bian  empire  in.  pcnat 
of  mere  eirtent;  and  ptohaMf  not.  aottdt  fan 
tiMWi  the  UcAted  States  of  Ameiicay  with  all 
Mr  thousaniii  ofisqaaf^npAks.  ilhe  iaoomi 
^thejeoimty^lMlddte^  inelading  the  oit^ 
ktt  Loiklontmd  Weirtatninstev^  amotinta  to  mart 
MiaAoneifalf  of  the  rest  of  Ctnat  Britain.  la 
^llftMffeAiarka^iihoelaans  above  ^pooraM 

V  ^  Mri €ra3r %as  gtven^  ataUe'bf'tlm  oonpiK»» 
Vtttlve  iMaMrof  Sogiaad^  ScQ«iandaadSViil^f(% 
nAfkM*  dh>»#i  olaarl^ Uhe  optratidtt  of  tlqajHihi^ 
dlt^«rpOfMito«lM^«Boalg  tho^  laq^e  ttaases^ 
^ttf^ftag  ao^ifreMty^'in.  thdr  chtwnstaaeea  aa 
fhey^dok  itEnglaad,  alfcmiog  icm  her  dtfmenea 
In  steeaiNl  Miinbers,  is:  to  Scotland,  in^point  of 
-wMdtb^  ar  about  three  tOi  ooe,  and  to.  Wales  as 
Ahont  fimr  ta  one, 

T  '  *  Happiness  of  Statet,  B.  ii.  ch.  2,  p.  33; 

t  Jd.B,fi.du2,  p-37. 
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He  has'eidiibited  the  acttial  reralt  of  pcfptir 
lation  with  regard  to  weafch  in  twelte  ,<tf  ^lie 
counties  of  England^  agHcultnral,  mslmifiM- 
turing,  commerdal  and  mixed,  and  diftfirii^ 
moist  widely  in  their  dbrcnmstanoesi  and  -liMir 
rate  of  population^.  These  resdtts  clear^ 
estabfish  the  powerful  infln^ce  of  his  prineiple 
of  population  as  to  wealth.  The  more  populow 
and  the  more  rabidly  increadng  each  is,  the 
greater  is  its  wealth. 

The  same  resi:dt  we  find,  if  possftle,  stiH 
more  strikingly  confirmed,  if  we  examine  the 
'  game  nation  in  its  diterent  periods  bs  tb  p9|MK- 
lation..  In  its  very  thin  state,  when  popnkrtliAi 
is,  as  it  ^ere,  beginning  tb  bjiei^te,  it  is  wretchr 
edly  poor.  When  it  reax^bes  a  very  XjroWded 
state,  it  ha^  become  very  ridi.  As  ito  popolai- 
tion  increases  £Etfttfx>r^tow,  wefind^it,  oh  eomr 
paring  any  average  term  of  years,  gro\#Bg  more 
•or  less  r8|ii(fiy  wealthy.  Let  Utte  statisttdan 
consult  the  histoty  ct  Any  state  he  pleases,  and 
he  will  learn,  that  bowerer greatly  natiouft  mair 
diflfbr  in  other  drettmstanoes,  in  this  pohit  4kit!f 
uniformly  i^ree.  When  agifin  the  populxiim 
of  a  state  gdes  back,  we  fidd  it  sii^  with  the 
decrease  gradaally  into  greater  poi/^^rt^.  Let 
the  Romad  empii'e  and  all  other  states^  whiek 

*  Hftppiness  of  States,  B.  ii.  ch.  2.  p.  40.  See  tbe 
Table  completed  ifor  all  ide  counties  of  England  «nd  Wales, 
in  Miscellaneous  SutisMps>  at  the  close  of  tbia  Inquiry. 
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iMid  l>ee0iiia  very  po^^Wus^  and  aftoovrard 
./iftMjgtbdsA  wUh  ravpeot  to  pcq^ulation^  be  oon^ 
Miitod  Hot  ia»mptpfi  and  proofe  of  this  obaer- 
Ilaly  bM  for  some  ceotnri^  been  i^ 
in  pfoyntation  a  second  tune,  thon^ 
:^mtif ;  and  aUowiag  for  so  many  unfayonrabie 
>«raMnit>oc<g,  there  is  a  corresponding  increase 
'Jm  bar  wealth  again* 

Indeed  the  wealth-^uigmenting  influence  Hff 
the  increase  of  popu^tion  is  so  clearly  seen  in 
fiwadii^  the  InstMy  of  population  in  all  states, 
ithot  tiie  readar  most  he  completely  blinded  ^y 
(tlMor/itieal  imaginations^  who  can  entertain  the 
Jeaatidoi^  i^ut^it. 

Haie  Anitom  jt^t  of  die  increase  of  popih- 

ialioii  k  thm  mfk^mcrease  m  the  average  qwm^ 

^imm Mhmfdjbjf  tb^^prtgat  «mu»  qf' individuals. 

'      A  towttiof  100^000  sonk^  for  example,  a^- 

.^oadiag  to  the  old  proportion  should  divide 

vaAy  tfi«ity^vB<  times  the  amount  of  Tii^t.  it 

idivsdady  when .  it /contained  only  4000.    But 

..iiriiat4att|pi6n9i£onnTei^iajr^  Com^ 

/^pM^tiie  9Msant  iatcame.  of  Ljyerpnol,  which 

-iliai.apciiiigt«o<]^dla^up  (com  a.  little  town, 

mtb  wfaait  ibis  w«s«*  wfam.it  cont^iaed  about. 

*4660M9hii^  9fiA  k  th|s  fiormer  only  twenty^five 

. .  limes  the  aqiofwt  of  the  latter  income  ?    I^  is 

probably  much  more  than  two  hundred  and 

ifty  tim^s  that  amount." 

U  we  compare  towns,  that  are  not  trading 
q4 
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w  manufoctimng,  in  tlieir  ^iffiiMit  ttirfM^' 
fibail  fiml  a  simikMr  result,  or  aa  ineraaaiag ; 
portion  of  wealth.  But  the  increase  will  be«  »m 
general,  by  no  loeaas  fio  great ;  for  maiiafM^ 
tureB  ai^  trade  connect  plaoes  with  an  cxtgi'uat 
population :  and  tkia  oopnesaoQ,  -by:  giriag 
them  a  greater  share  of  the  weateb^attgwn nlim% 
influence^  tends  to  ini^rease  the  uidi|pno«a 
wealth  more  rapu%» 

.Let  us  next  compare  itowne  of  different 
rates  of  population,  and  pneraielj  tte  saow 
results  are  presented  to  us.  Kdio  in  Ittll 
contained  4408  souls  c  YoH£  i9^Q99,  and 
Edinburgh,  esudusive  of  its  sea^popt  Leitf^ 
^%2i4.  But  is  the  comparative  wealth  <if 
thes^  towns^  which  are^  not  lOMiiiiiacturii^,  lit 
all  in  the  meise .  proportion  of^tliefar*  ntti^en<> 
The  manpfactwiog  tqmM  of  HSknamoeky  vrlwk 
cmtained  10,1^  sonby  ibould  ahare  abput  tfae^ 
one  tenth  oi  tha  wpbme  and  wealth  of  ti» 
mfuinfaclwii^  jQitjr  Qliutgow,  jwhiedbi  eowtonfidi 
\00^7.4p.  But  doe^  t)iw  iMMr  v^  tmrnkhum: 
to  the  jreal.proportira  itf  tteir  wkh^  Gitm^^ 
.^w  again^  now  the  seoimd  eity  in,  Sh^tKnu- 
pop^  of  p«ptt)sition,.miri«faed  l^y  mana&otadny^ 
eqi^pl^nvputas  wallas  eicten&ftire  ftMieiga 
n^xioWf  should  divide  araovding  to  k& 
rate,  «bo4t  the  one  tenth  of  >Loiid0n#  Buft^swdi 
is  the  increased  rate  of  JLoadan,.  enri^ied  «§  it* 
if^ftltSQ  by dit^psire  iwau^ctur^  ftnd  &reigq 
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B5  tbat,  eKoltuGn^  the  inebme  derhrcd 
^w  MUknMil  ftmdt  except  what  its  cmtk 
fM|ile  dmiM,  tins  firfit  city  of  Bvitahi  dividsi 

I     iflwit  mM^  thct'ttfww  or  cBrtricts  ^Pducb 

sre  more  ]^a!oiis^  or  which  are  increashig  Hd 

pfOlalKMi,  haire  a  git#er  amount  of  c^tpita}* 

and  ««i|ibynie^t,  than  wiien  they  were  Icfss 

populous,  or  tibau  other  towns  which  happen 

gtiikto  be  iBfierior  ki  popniaticm ;  dndthit  this 

tamb  toi  ptodnoevi greater  wealth?    Granted. 

Bottwhathaa  created  thte  greiitei*  amount  of 

capital  and  tmplcqrtoent?  *  feit  iiot  their  ad^ 

ticnal  p^NildtiMi^     Whm  towns  or  distncts 

^w  1m9  popokmi  does  any  such  kcrease  of 

Oi^itel  «or  '.^0Kk^'mmtf  take  phce^     Uni- 

Jbrnfy  tlM  nrpeiisdi     Bvenrtte  same  amoinit  of 

.  fiofmk^l^m  i^Mtad  looHi^  over  an  extendi;^ 

^Sii^xk^  wiii^ii^  fliinie  any 

,lUii9  like. the  Mine  -quaiitum  of  income  as 

«h0»,boMgirtJ:iil08alf  tc^etherihate^    And 

;tke  sansaaalwtttl  iif-po|Ndallori  spread  am  a 

.kH|fe  tenrillMpy  nt  «he  rsite  ^  fifty  persons  ilt  a 

flfnara-  n^i  nlM  newt  till  AMMusdayat  afl- 

tto  >tawe  «MMigtf^  amount  ttf  iemploy- 

iaMine  aod  MpUaH  a^  wAen  it  is  spread 

distr^i  iitf  pmeisifcly  the  same  circum-- 

cxotptiag  that  it  is  at  the  rate  of  100 

parMns^tr  si|aaM  Btifew  ' 

'The  «verage'  quantity  of  capital   founcj^ 
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t^e  lytalthi^eagmeHtkig  inftatnce  ttf  the  iiicfwie 
^popnlMita^  "^  CapitKl,''  says tiie  antiior  ^f 
tiie  ii«{^»iiiess  of  States,  ^  depends  very  mMh, 
rinr  ratber  eativeiyj  on  tbe  rate  of  pof^^itioa. 
ifa  pfo|Mvtkm*as  population  is  tUn,  eqrftal  to 
'inM^i  And  the  tame  erovded  and  extmsh^ 
-the  popubdioii,  the  greater  and  more  aafoieMas 
am  tile  eapitalists  in  every  line  *.*"  We  nni- 
•^farmfy  findi  omtem  parUmsj  that  the  more 
Ixypnlonaa  stateis,  tlie  greater  is  its  amonat  of 
cafntai  i  and  tfot,  from  tiie  thinnest  to  the  aioet 
-oroipded  'State  of  popidatioa>  ci^pital,  on  the 
aiverage,  ke^  j^rgwinguniftaitffymofe'alNNi- 


The  impiwfements  in  tbe  style  of  lifl^g 

amMgai^olMBeSyittneoessaftes,  ooaftlwtaaQd 

liiMiitoB^  thMagh^  the>ifBitoUiidMsioBHi^  <#ni* 

4BB^ifb(iij  iad^^t  elotMiig,  odncatkm  «ad/the 

'test^  conres|Kmd  with  the  Incrtase  of  imaWi, 

faN!lk>r€Bagt«!  Aepi^paiomn^      a  dfetriot  » 

.^rapidity  of  ianiicaiie  ia.  pofsdsHlon.    'PMs 

'indeed  must  necessarily  be  the  fsot,  'fyt  an 

IftcMase  of'vesith  aaMl  imprch'^        in  livii^ 

4nnt»aMy  represent  eaeh  Mfaer.    They  ateiaihfQ 

«tO'  ew?h  other  reeiprooaUy  eaase  ^aasl  effset. 

/Ehekigherratoof  priee^  and  of^wealtfa  ameng 

'itt  dasses^iiprhigfe #oin  the^Mghev  ehargesof 

these  classes  in  consei|ttenee  of  the'gmaler 

^         <*  Happiness  cif  States,  B.  ii.  cb.  S>.  ^f.  ifV,  llS/  ' 
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-^famrittime  or-greftter  ttmeties.o&atfliolMrwedr: 
aod  kbe  move  mtaonre  or  tnuM -M^ 
'Wtieles^  agtio*  oreatw  a  Itj^r^mt -of 'lottos 
rftod  wraith,  and  8o  tti«  The^tttpoMttflMMt 
•MiHii^  aU  ckme$,  kk  these  pcfols^  ngMMg  tike 
Ibeaaeiteawof  weallh/with  the  HmMMr^iMl 
oxiwdedross  of  pN^nilatkm.  Aa  a  eoiMitry  gwip 
v«MH«  pmHrikm^'or  towns  grour  mow  owfirded» 
jra<«rf9  parjibu$j  the  stgrle*  of  ^mnc^^r^MM  m^ 
foiwly  befclar^  the4  ie»  oootiiw  iq  tt  «  vmm 

«iMiljUniri«i. 

^e  p««gv«88  it  viiiUe  fi^aqMBtljr.  <m  «a 
4MMnigA.«f  tmnty,  or  ovon  t«i  jpmm.  iBmI 
^hctWDen  the  style  <^  tiviag  in  the  thwumtf 
tflnkes  of  popiriatiiMiiQa  theiiM«i^  or  the  sttfte 
■bfQWvdik  th»inntefal»  wA  ttet  of.tJIpeiBqiB 
'flVpiinM  coaiiiriei|/<«s  wfam  it  naeke»«Msiil#- 
.«ldi»ilor  iveer.fifiMr  wnik  th»  tt»yiwn4i 

^W^^^^^L     ^PW  •  ^W     ^^^Bv^^f^^VI  ^ps    ^^^pv^^9  ,  V  B^^^^^Bv     ^SV^^^j^V   W^^^pr^B 

4f  UMyWOiMHlf  oriiMie,'i» the  sMie  aewUy. 


.  r  Ift.tomM'wloehi  bfif9 weitMed  ffn^iUy  we 
4lm-tmoe  -the  w»elth-#ngfnwitipg  inflniHif*i  ^ 
.IbeineBmse  (rf<»i»htBi,eyeft4ttitheep|ffi>cnnie 
ol'tkie  cMjwd  mw  pMte»  The  i^sesstittd 
iBferiority  iBfpoiiit  of  comfifN*  in  tbe.fiMHitf  we 
quite,  pwneii^le.  Indeed  they  genemUy  fefin 
a  Btrikio;  contrast  till  ^  the  pr^vreys  of  the 
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increase  they  are  pulled  dowii>  and  rebuik 
mp^  the  new  style  enf  convenience,  coMifort 
Md'de^ttaee.  Tlie  t^lihem  and  incdnvi^Biencb 
«f^oo^4M  towns,  atd  of  the  older  jMirte  «f 
«ttr  aiiN«  ftyttrililhitog  towns  ate  standing  pr6olki 
't»  1^  ^rfMerrhtg'  statistician  against  the  aht^ 
popniatibn  theory. 

Another  unifonn  re^k  'in  these  towtut 
fMVtes' the  same  thing.  The  increased  popu- 
iiMon'oocQpieB  «  mn^  Iwg^r  space  of  lodghig, 
ikm  aeost^ding  toi^  oU  Mfee.  "Phe  smAHer 
eKtent  of  space  occupied  by  a  ^«en  number 
'4r  iiAiAnlttnts  in  towns*  in  their  less  popokMa 
state,  may  SMfkethnes  indeed  Kite  pardy  a»>> 
'eoMited  fer1>y  ceifidtii  l«eal  ciMuAistanfees;  bat 
Ute  graat^ause  ^  thit'^i»«ragti'  eaUi^meitt 
ill»4htiiid  in  tfafe  increase  of  wealth  iMMn^ 
«ll'€l«8lMB.  When  -«lie  4ifWt  wtis  small,  the 
popHlation  was  poor)  tind  fdf  cheapneKs  thly 
pB6plA<  eiowded  together^  as  the  iidfttbitatotB 
d#  sumbA'  towns  do  at  present.  Bnt  as' the 
.ats^fmB  etttsses  gffSW')ttohelr,  a»d  ^^rald  afiford' 
more  IS»r  lodging,  they  chose  to  have  a  tB0f« 
ample  and  eomftntiAile-^iaee;  A-^re«te¥  pro- 
pordM  of  the  -Aunittes  wonM  hove  a  wikM 
Ytsm^  or  a  larger  pottion  of  a  house  to'  thenb 
gAvciff.  Thns^^e  extension  <<tf>towhs,  as  Mr. 
Qhraytthserres,  pcAnts  mrt  the  Incxtease  4rf  popni 
Ittion  Brians  iae^easein  wealth  Xiemhtnid»;!> 
■*  HappineM  of 'Sums,-  %  iS.  db.  11.  p.'SSl.        '' 
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All  these  actoal  cacnes  «ii4  psaI  ranks  jaw 
ta  estabUsh  in  the  oiMt  dear,  mid  s«tiiifiictef|R 
mamyst  the  doctriiie  of  the  Jlaypmsss  ef  StiitlG% 
Aat  the  increase  <>fpqMUatioati«diumiQin»ly 
t^  inaeMie  the/ veaUh  of  a  piaof^  aoamUsif  tQ 
a  neur  and  enlarged  piroportieii*  Of  Hm^Mm* 
(Sray  quotes  a  BecMftaod  viiryiStfiliitg.eKmipta 
ui.hifr  feorth  Letter.^  M«  Say.  In  tb^oe«m» 
oC  the  la^  var  the  pop»lii<ioi»  oC  Britain  mm 
aimsod|Withara|^iditj.wlwh|ieriii^  H  newt 
bafture.  re^Kshid ;  aad  wisMt  «&a  the  ?es«k  i» 
l^otoC wealih^  '' Tb&aW  niUioM  S!kavltn« 
(jafinoMM)  it  is  trae,  .was.ihaced/i»  I9i4f 
frohably.hy  aba«t  18  soilliaM  of  p%9fi»i  and 
the  \4fi  miXkUmk  sterliafi  anuNng  10^  nillioos 
of  pe^e  only.  Stitt  .^  la«k«r  shared  apl|F 
y^  6r..M  ea^,  .ishOe  Dhe  4ot«er  shasad  89f ^ 
or  ^aboQit  TO-  pw  cmi.  nmnt,  la  thia.  neatr 
iafeCMrtiag  and  pleawig  staristionl  msnltj  iqr 
the  wayi.  we  htme  a  de^iw^  nnainngtwMi  of. 
tibe.df»ctrin»x>fthe  Hai^pinew  of jStaftw  (vhMi 
involyes  sa^  many  important  conseqnenA^.aiid 
ovevtnms  4he;foundatioa  of  -the  theory -of  JMir. 
MaHho^y  that  in  pmpwiht^m  mttuhtm^mm 
cntm%  tke  m>m^^  qmmtHjf  wkieh  Hk^i^kaee.iii 

<&&  ^.X^.9^)  Had  «he  IS.mtflJMs-.s^ 
elrethitoffl  i»Bfitai»'8harad  aasosdiaff  to^  tha^ 
old  profiortioniof  thfe  \%y  the.ipcoine  pf  Bri« 
tain  would  have  been  augmented  only  to  173 
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in^kriMi,  whereas  it  atetually  rose  to  900*.** 
And  of  this  additioa  to^  the  naj^nal  income 
fmfy  ^  36  per  cent,  were  for  government  and  68 
fer  eent  ^  onrselTes.*' 

A  morpoomplete  coofirma^n  of  the  actual 
operation  of  the  weafth^-angmenting  principle 
«€  the  in<srease  of  popolation  as  well  as  of  die 
dedrine  that  alludes  of  drculofid, possessing 
the  qtM^ky  tf  prqfikMe  ehargeahiUty^  whatever 
Ikeir  character^  are  productive  of  national 
^Mfeattk,  cannot  be  conceived  tlian  this.  Tlie 
facrease  of  population  was  perhaps  foe3^d  all 
example  vnth  us.  Many  of  the  years^  from 
thtir  ungeniafity^  were  unlkvoitrable  to  the  pit)« 
dnctioB  of  snbi^stence.  And  never  was  there 
In  Britain  such  an  angmentation  in  the  species 
of  citddand  which  have  been  reckoned  tinpro- 
doetive  1^  SmifAk  and  others.  And  vrlmt  was 
tiie  residt?  Them  is  every  reason  to  thiiik^ 
that  there  never  was  So  rajrid  an  increase  in  the 
ttfere^  amount  of  weidth  in  tiie  same  period 
tf  time. 

In  sum,  no  principle  in  sdence,  no  cause  in 
mrture^  seems  more  clearly  estabKshed,  tibtfm 
that  the  increase  of  population  is  the  grand 
original  source  of  all  permanent  increase  in 
•  wealth.  We  nntfemnl^  find  that,  coeteris  pat^bsss^ 
a  conntiy  is-poor  m  proportion  as  it  is  thinly 

*  AH  Classes  productive  of  national  Wealth.  Appendix, 
p.  818. 
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ywfipd  apid  ricli  in  property  m  U  Is  iiftow 
populous:    that  in  ppoportioa  as  Us  pwflft 
ipcre«se fikw  or  &st»  iln. profrassin veldlh  ii^ 
dow  or  rapid*    What  is  t|)«  icQ9sistiMe  ownter 
m>n  from  all  tl»is^    To  ^nole  ewArmam,  wbafc 
^as  ma(de  the  4i£feraiice..be(weea  Slnla&d  wadt 
HoUaofl,  Norwi^  wd  BrilkaiD^  or  yet.batiFeaia 
Britain  anijl  France  in  the  tipne  of  Julius  Cwmh 
and  Britain  and  Fi;aaoo  nnckr  George  IM 
m^  Louis  the  Eighteenth,  in  point  of  tWeaitb^? 
That  fMfii  mfist  he  wi^tchedfy  ignorant^  oc 
hlinde^by  the  ffmm^  po^fidinei  wbo  om  bi0 
poverty  npifm^ly  fO0ikkmd  with  a  thin  popw 
lajtion  and^ealith  wth  popntoospeys^  wA  » 
pfogress  in  wealth  with  an  iw^^e^sing^popnlllr 
ti^,  and*  a  retrggrssacHi  ii|  wealth  wil^  a  ptpi»* 
IfUion^ha^is  d^nt^smg.  or  mrm  statjon^y,  and 
ye$  refiise  {os  adn^  the  •TneaM;h^aic%:mei^iV  iir 
fnenc^  of  t})a  inor^ise  i)f  pfipiilfitioii^ 

From  the  great  practical  importMlce  of 
this,  principle,  which  some  statisticians  of  name 
have  lately  opposed,  1  have  been  thus  partir 
cidar  iu  my  detail  of  causes  and  faeto«  But 
indeed  to  quote  particular  ex^pkts  aeeins  nn- 
necessary  except  for  illustration^  Every  bam- 
Jet^.^itt^  mm,  d]8tr]f?t>  ^m^tiff^  h^m,^ 
age&  been,  as  it  i*  at  prescoV  ^  proof  and 
.  fxample  either  directly  or  indirectly  of  tli^ 
irresistible  tendency  of  the  increase  of  pdpuh^ 
tion  to  increase  wealth. 
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*     Ift  reatity^  to  say  ia  tcrwn^  a  dlitrict^  ft' 
MQStty  fe,  tnHeru  pcribus,  mere  popnloiid,  lA^ 
«|i]|?alarttb  saying  that  it  is  mdreweaHihy^ 
and  to  say  that,  asteris  pctnhWy   W  is  leM* 
fioptiloiisy  k  syBanimous  with  sayings*  that  it  'W 
lenr  rkki.    To  tell  us  that  any  tmnt^  or  distriet'^ 
ur  ooimtry  is  increasing  more  sldwly  or  rapidly 
in  its  *iimnbers^  is  to  inform  ns,  th&tlt  is  ad* 
Taacing  mwe  siowfy  oi^  rttpidly  in'we^Hh.    On^ 
the  other  hand^  if  we  learn  that  eitlier  te^m/ 
dlstisbt  w  covntpy  is   deereaniUg  te  ))ebple 
dvwiy  or  Mpidly^  we  baTe  no  <)ecasion  tb'be 
iitfmned  of  the  melancholy  result^  that'  it  is ' 
descending  sk^erer  or  fesfeitr  into  idlenesi^'^nd 
poverty/ and  sufl^ring  more  or  tete  severely 
fMm  ail  their  miserable  eoncomitftnts.    Evea- 
fttalionaiine»3^  <^  popida^n  has  a  delpressil^ 
influence.    The  torpor  pfoduced  bf  it  cfaedar^ ' 
the  natural  progress  of  dretill^tors  in  ptMnt  ' 
ofweaKh.  •? 

.  *'^ 

„-  /     D 

■I  ' 

CHAPTER  IV.     .  i,^i!! 

fl^  OBCiSAM  4Mr  mpuunoN  anjIs  ^N^nam^a 

CnCVLMORS  FOOll&R.  ^'' 

-  .: ,  i:-- 
It  ii  presmnable  frpm  the  fe^olt  o£.a  jUvw  : 
c^  op^ting  so  vitally  in  cirei))|i(i4[nj  jpi  ^tbt  1/ 
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cba*.  m  lonsfiB  unovhuom  mons.    ill 

cue  ^  an  increase^  t^t  the  ecrnvtuBe  wiQ  be 
toe  ofa  ^eor^eaae  <rf  pcfmlatioii.  At  thettusi^. 
abtadtd  by  thejiMnrmse^  ^nfiMtits  wealfib,i»'i»% 
MW  increased  proportion^  the  wi^hdmwui^.'^ 
tiatttunvlos  by  a  decrease,  aad^  tke  (Mm^ 
qaenftttmpor  and  dq^mmray  iauat  cmtalaljc* 
have  a  tendenoy  to  produce  a  greater  dkminKr* 
Umi  oi  m^ntge  wealth  than  the  amoant  4r  the 
dacreaatfof  nnmbers  aocwding  to  the  old  avoir 

%  Itiii  tfiie».>ll0*iBfla€aiee  q£  the  increa^  of 
capital,  4>f  a  higher  nte'of -price  and  a  better' 
style  of  liying,  introdaced  by  the  increiw^ 
papglation,  which  have  all  something  fisted  in 
thiip.jQfaaraater^  and  which>  in  the  increasing 
of  population,   co*operate  with  its  iaftnence,  - 
afifts  agfiinf jt  ^fa^  jnfluexioe^ of  a  depnease,  and- 
n)0it  tend  in  a  greata?<or.'less  d^ree  to  eheoh 
it.    Tlie  stagnation  and  general  diminution  of: 
stimulus,  necessarily  springing  from  a  dqci'ease 
of  population,  most  probably,  however,  are  on 
'the  whole  suffideqA  to  oveipower  these  com- 
pletely, md  to  produce  a  tendency  of  the  di- 
rectly Opposite  kind  to  that  of  the  increase, 
ffaoiigfa  it  may  not  be  ^mte  so  strong. 

Fortanaitdy  m  Enrope,  it^  would  fee  lAfflk 
cnk  at  present  to  find  any  example  of  this 
oil  an  eztemnve  scale.    Population  seems  to  be 
on  ^thfe  imSrease  hi  most  of  her  iaXidiA  Ituf  * 
diiOicti.    b^Iii^  the  following  statement  ^of'' 
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the  cmmfery  held  by  Qoon^  T^uwam  40  4iM 
•ortl^vesl  of  Delhi  «,  and  whkh  is  iHKttiUMi 
to  «s  bjr  a  writer  who  m  faq^aig  it  beflMit  hit 
raackers  hwA  notfaiiig  theoMbie  in  ihtt  vtsm  with 
rMpeet  to  p€f»lirtimi,  we  ind  a  proof  «ffttat 
«3cistettce  of  die  GffMM^  pmMiid^tin^  ilB  ||qi» 
ercaw. 


Former  ■«-^— 

VilUw.  Kevcnue. 


'  if 

950 

2i» 

lMie,Q0O 

.1  t»5 

nddtaUr. 
OecrgeTho- 
pM«flhft 

MabratOii. 

• 

-  t 

• 

5 

87* 

151      ' 
1  teSA 

«3o;it» 

l.to.4   , 

Total  19         1524         *    404  SO.10,000     440,080' 

1  to  StV  '       1  to  4^1 

Here^  (assuming  ao  ai»3iiQfe  loss  of  popyy- 
btioD  in  the  Tillages  de^tipyed)  we  sej^.^t)^ 
.diminution  of  the  villages  in  the  14  Pqrgtt$g[)f||ip 
.wa&  as  from  about  3A  to  1^  but  U)£  jx^fiigf^ 
fell  to  the  Me*-fiftb  of  what  k  w)W  hoS^r^.  J^ 
the  five  Pecgunnahs^held  oH  tUf»  M^^f^^jf^Jjjp 
Jprsfiec  had  &Ue«  as  £mn  ^  tp  i»  ind)^  the 
.Jaatter  had  sunk  to  t|ie  Qiie-£aurt|aw  Ta)^^^ 
tkQ  Pevgiumahft  t^ether,  the  pop^iJBt^ffljhj^j  ^^ 

. '     *  Memoirs  of  George  Thomas,  by.Captun  FrancKfuDy 
^,92.  -  '  *      •*i.'-'^<iL 
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crelMad  m  ftom  ^  Oftljr  to  1^  while  (be  wealth 
bad  deereased  as  from  4/9  to  1>  or  ia  the  pMror 
fKirtkNi  of  42  per  oeiit*  Hioffe.  The  redufiti<wi 
ilf  the  reveQue,  howe^ird^  ia  the  Mab»tta  Perr 
gwinglte  was  ia  a  greater  proftortioa  tq  the 
dimiQution  of  people  than  in  the  others.  -, 

The  whole  forms  a  striking  proof  and  illus- 
tration of  the  reahty  of  the  wealtb^reduoing 
influaice  attributed  to  the  decrease  of  popu- 
lation in  the  Happiness  of  States^  and,  of 
comae^  to  the  oc^trary  influence  ascribed  to  its 
IncreMe* 

But  whether  this  augmenting  rate  in  tbe 
decrease  of  wealthy  arisii^  out  of  a  decrease  of 
popubitkmb  be  general  or  uniform,  it  would  re^ 
quire  a  much  more  extensive  and  correct  mass 
;of  information  respecting  such  cases  than  we 
possess^  to  establish  completely.  But  there  is 
e^ery  probability  on  this  side,  and  none  on  the 
dtbar.  With  reflect,  howeyer,  to,  the  general 
tendency  of  the  deteisease  oi  population  to  pro- 
<daoe  fmectjj  Uktfk  and  reasoning  are  BlUke 
decisive  OB  the  subject.  Not  a  town,  a  district, 
ft  coutttpy  diat  hat  deci^eased  in  poimlation,  in 
ancient  or  moder*  times,  but  ftifordS'  an  es 
ample  And  proof  of^it.  Aad  the  increase  of 
'.fMOverty  eetlaiidy  AewK  foUs  behind  the  decrease 
efpeaftb^^bMiin  »ost  ea8e$  neems  ptewlyj  as- 
oardiag  t»th«.prinetfk  of  Mr.  Gray>  to  o»t« 

ifc  .     .  ;..... 
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244       THE   DECRBAto  OF  POPVUkflOH     BOOK  IV« 

• 

It  is  worthy  of' particular  notice  hi  aiialyz-* 
ing  thi6  part  of  the  subject,  that  in  those  cases, 
in  wfnc/i  checks  are  evideMly  imposed  <m  the 
growth  qf'populaiiofiy  whether  these  be  natural; 
or  artificial,  a  defidekct/  of  wealth  is  the  um^ 
form  result. 

Ot  the  former  or  natural  checks,  we  have 
elxamples  in  mountainous  districts^  such  ^  th^ 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  Switzerland,  the  regions 
of  the  Pyi-enees,  of  Caucasus,  and  numerous 
other  portions  of  the  gloJ[)e,  whether  of  larger 
or  less  extent.  These  districts  have  a  tendency 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  population^  and 
they  are  uniformly  found  to  be  much  poorer 
than  the  neighbouring  lowlands,  where  popula- 
tion reaches  a  thicker  rate,  A  mountaineer' 
and  a  poor  person,  seem  almost  synonimous 
terms  in  this  point. 

'  Borough  towns  again,  aflS>rd  examples  oS 
population  artificially  checked.  The  source  oT 
the  policy  of  these  is  indeed  found  in  the  very 
notion  which  is  the  basis  of  the  anti-population 
theory.  The  fewer  the  circulators  the  more 
tcill  they  share.  But  how  do  facts  agree  with 
this  imagination  ?  These  places  ore  uniformly 
poor  in  proportion  as  they  are  restrictive ;  and 
as  eminent  for  sloth  and  idle  habits,  as  for' 
want  of  spirit,  l^e  residents,  whom  the  re^ 
*lations  a)low  ta  settle  and  whom  these  ate  in- 
ter, ded  to   protect  and  encomtige^   &t  |rom 
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being  enriched   by  the    restrictions    in    their 
favour,   are   impoverished    by  them.      These 
boroughmen  are  not  even  so  rich  as  those  cir- 
culators of  a  similar  rank  in  towns  of  the  same 
number  of, souls;   but  which  are  free  to  all 
pomers.  They  are  also  inferior  bpth  in  industry 
and  spirit.   The  boroughs^  with  few  exceptions^ 
advance  equally  slow  in    population    and  in 
.ikrealth.    Indeed  for  the  most  part,  they  ai*e  in 
tk  stationary  condition  amid  all  the  wretched 
results  that  spring  from '  this    torpid    predi- 
cament.    It  is  only  when  circumstances  enable 
them  to  overpower  the  influence  of  restriction 
that  they  ever  attsun  to  eminence.    Of  this 
Cilasgow  is  an  illustrious  example.    But  with 
Vespect  to  the  great  mass  of  close  boroughs, 
"iwant  of  spirit,  sloth,  slovenliness  and  poverty 
lare  uniformly  as  much  their  characteristics,  as 
•«etivity,  indnstry,  energy,  and  wealth  are  of 
open  towns,  which  permit  an  unrestrained  in- 
-erease  of  population. ' 

These  bbroughs,  or  restricted  conimunities, 
'Are  examples  of  what  would  follow  from  the 
checking  or  restrictive  regiilatioBcr  recommend- 
,  ed  by  Mr.  Malthus  and  other  antipopulationists. 
( And  they  afford  an  itnpressiy^  wailiing  to  tiie 
'.Statistician^ 
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S46        THB  UffPOV£RiSHIN6  TSKDBHCy     BOOIt  IT. 


CHAPTER  V- 

fk  TENDENCY  TO  PROMOTE  POVBRW,  ASCRIBED  BY 
SO^E  STATISTICIANS  TO  THB  INCREASE  OF  PO- 
PULATION^ EXAMINED. 

The  rouUitude,  as  h^  been  abbady  t^ttead^ 
teems  always  to  have  cfaeriiAied  the  BoCien  tiiafc 
an  addition  to  cii'culators  tends  rather  ta  make 
the  former  poorer.    It  is  very  obriow  irom 
whence  this  opinioB  takes  its  orighi'*.     Evea 
statisdcians  themselres  in  general,  appear  t# 
Irave    been    dispoeed  tA    ratertain  the  aatiA 
BotioD^  aAd  <m  the  same  fitmnds,  from  a  partial 
view  of  the  subjeei.    They  iooked  on  the  nwr 
or   adcfitioual  drctalatolv  only  as   additionid 
Hellers  or  suppliers,  who  conseqnefatly  dhn^t 
nished  the  quantum  of  the  sale  of  the  foraMr 
residents^  and  not  as  they  were  alto,  addi- 
tional buyers,  wtu),  tl^relore,  muat  necesfiltrily 
lAt^rease  tiiie  demtod*    ffotd  they  atlM<fed  txi 
&ctfi  th^  would  hwre  uniformly  found  that 
tiiese  showed  their  first  tiews  to  be  errondoint 
and  that  the  resillt  of  this  increase  in  sfflAs 
and  buyers  was  an  increase  in  the  ave 
amount  divided  by  all ;  that  is^  in  wealth* 

«  Hiippineai  of  SMm,  B.  L  ciu  2,  p,  98, 
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This  impovaiafaiflfg  tesiiieiicyin  theiaoreastt 
of  population  has  beea  mtW  insinaatodj  ia«*; 
directly  i^vHiedi  or  loosely  m&intained,  t\^a^^ 
<dearly  aad  cbstkictly,  ^roifht  %a  a.  dootrioe.  To 
affirm*  tbat  tbe  moi*e  pofHiioids  a  town,  a  diBr 
trkt  or  a  country  grow^  each  mtber  |;row# 
pOQfcl*>  is  so  diametrtcally  opposite  to  what,  iff 
Witlw  tbe  yieiir  ef  eiirery  parsoa*  that  to  hav^ 
mintaiheA.Mrth  a  doofcwe  ^0  ffelin  .teiw^ 
vsmoiA  terestarllfccL  evm.  tli«ie  wbp  ei]^aai% 
^B  oi^ifott  bi  tim  fK»t^  but  in  an  indefiflita 
^1^  ltJit^tber^Eiff(^beeAtt^u|;htl3yjwiiHiapr 
tion,  or  in  a  roundabout  manner,  or  onlywittl 
MfaraAce  Ct^  portioM  of  .po|^«iatiMi  m  certain 
aiymmstattes. 

]MU,  Humft  bM  defiarmed  bto  Essay  on  thf 
HifppI  nwimnB  of  wmcmi  Nationa  *,  with  a  potjm 
^tAM.#eft.  ''  WbereMf^  man  hadhw  Utt)» 
iiiammAM4^  to  hinseK^wNl  eaph  cowHtr Ml 

iHtliM»dn  of  pitilkiiVl  L  £(«^  fayoiipiU#  l^^ii^ 
ldBM9^jMtd:«gnert)c^  t0  >iMwr]0C«  «od  pnf^ 
fi^)rtr>»ii } V  aVaiy ilift» ^rirtte ^  «^  wbTeit 

•  In  tliai  EiBay  he  imgmiiafiiMli  wniil  timiln 

ml  iiui  MtisfiMCtorily  estaUithed^  that  the  ameunt  of  Iba 
population  ot  ihose  nations  has  be^n  greatly  exaggerated. 
U  '^M  ^  unusu^ly  es^eUimtaph-ity  aail'iA4ead,>iD4KHne 
pobts,  what  I  should  not  have  expected  ^rom  fU^Wfittf* 
It  doea  aa  nmqh  credit  to  his  heart,  aa  ^^.J^^df , 
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2^   THB.i«#»t«iMM(6  iriM^iMiDl^    Bdbtftfr.- 

M  ftoC'to-ite  foil  eixtettt/'ii^thoat/tlNA'retti^ot, 
whicb  poverty  and  necwsflity  impose  on  it,  woAld 
dfidUe- the  number  «vet7-geDeratioii  *."  . 

It  is  not  meant  here  at  present  to  inqidrip' 
iHbetber  tbe  tesults  of  ^uch  a  atnation  ttf  ofturs^ 
Would  have  beaa  just  what  he  imagines.  And- 
It^is  veiy  endent  even  from  this  passage  itself» 
ttiat  he  is  a  popniatiooist  both  ia  spirit  amid  is 
.^eory.  Bat  he  feems  to  inanttale  that  A» 
poverty  necessarily  oastcd  by -iJae-  mpid'^-^ 
urease  <^  peculation  tetidi  to  oiMbk  its  rate  4f 
inorease.    And  that  is  dearly  luvarvanted'by 

fMtS. 

t.  ^!I%is  writer  had  quAi  an  inperfeot.kiioiiK* 
ledge  of  the  constituent  ptffts  of  price,  as  well 
M  «f  some  of  the-  leading  prindplcB  <of •  ebeuk- 
li»Q>«iid  of  therealsottroeofptodiMtivtiMaii 
that  upon  theae  topks*  Im  very  irai|iieitt^ 
hkmdemi  (X  tMs  we  baM  a  strong  proof,  hi 
Hie.paragMipb,  from  which.the  qaotaiioa  giv«b 
flbov^lsiifMMlew  '<EB^rmoaadti«iaire^bciMa^ 
^kstmetiveio  aoeiety,  begvt  vice  and  ditM<ler«f 

0tmvf  ihem*ehm  by  tke  prion  A>  upkick  lAry 

Sndb  a  passage  fdiows  how  HMe  tite  pMnt. 
"^^  of  statics,  ilba.%  seem' now  so  obviMu^ 

"  '  '^  Hanie*8  'Euajt,    £ssa^  XL    Populousneat  of  «i« 
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#ere  known  or  attended  to^  when  .tfcisiMttii*^ 
fi^im  Wrote.     This  mode  of  citiea  s(Ahrin^ 
themselves  might  pass  in  the  m6«tfa'' 'oP  the 
Mbble  as  nothing  out  of  the  way^  fefht  it  seeour 
strange  enough  from  a  statistical- writer.  *  Ito 
fatgfa  price  is  a  mean  of  attracting^  more  ^mn 
the  necessary  qnantily  of  snbsistentfe,  acr  ttm 
cnltivator  and  com^fo^lior  will  alwa^  lie 
fb^ed  to  send'  tliei#  artijties  to  the 
Miich  aflbrds^  the  highel*  pAe^    Awl  if-^pMt 
"fMonS'be  higher  ki  knge  lownej  W^M  areiif 
t  higher  ratlin  order  to  meet  theirs.         ^      2 
.'     And  tteit,   hew  do  these  drafts  tenI'M 
Mitrve  the  mnoter'provinees  ^*  'IMil  is  as'sotmtt 
«atfotlci^8St04iillnn;  tllAt  frmn'  tile  ifipoaielni 
^q^rtfltftyfOl  edttotig^oddsreqirfred'fot^ 
•etuApttoo  of^IjoiidMi^  md  dmwn  from  ^tei|fsM^ 
*HMl  Ma»ch«sMr'anfl  tbe  neigbhouriag^dlitriea^ 
^iondbtt  was'A^kniAn  of  robjMDg  Laoarkiliift 
.taid  Lancashire  ol  oldthM^«    The  mariwl*^ 
4botfdon,^  BiihrtMr^^   Gtasgow,   MoacAttMit, 
'^Lhievfiool   and  ^6tiier    large  townfe  net  «i^ 
^kaMn  the**imltk«toi«^  the  moel  dotant  Mid 
iPknt  -  oaltlmled'dbtrletst  to  attempt  wilh 
cess  land  which  he  conld  not  hwve 
wfttri  without  Mir  demand,  b«|    by  dreating 
^tWdltional  ^mphiyMeat,  puts  it  in4he^povcr  >4f 
KMyreoftheresideiitB.  to  obtain  a  better  ahtea 
'1h)Ui  of  MoessacMi  «ad  oomSpits*  Jfi4mAtiM0t 
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tovrMnnMbroily  teadtto  render  theiMeit  remote 
and  ikm\j  peopled  districts  of  tbe.  w^ntey 
widbec  thfta  they  couki  be  without  «ueb  a  coa-> 
meodoQ^  bj  tffansfening  (o  t^iem  a^  portien  <tf  d^ 
Mpply  of  their  own  eaeitnitdeiiic^iHl. 

The  year  1816>  wfaieh  will  long  be  nemo^ 

ittUe  in  the  history^  0ti»tie^»,  9a  afiovdiog 

SMth  itipreflriiw  evanplea  of  the  operoAioQ  of 

ittiorls  of  cMisefl)  gftYA  a  decisive  aii6¥;f»r;|(i 

^  tUft  stitrtatipn  of  tiie  fe«i0«er  {MravinatB  cmmpA 

If  g«e«(  eitiee^  thoogh  inijibe  ^ooveMe  im9^« 

Fram  the  ioftinbr  t|wlitf  of  Oie  wiiaM  4f  <fh* 

Mrtli  of  £ii«tendMld  «f  Seotiapd i*  ifiOfml, 

tlmt  yaor,  Loodoii  Md4>tlwr«^rwfreitiM  Mkt 

Mtrjhn^«    Bnt  w^ere  tl^se  pMnincet  fed  Jiioro 

olivndutlgr  by  famviog  tJioir  com  h^  wittm 

thffniBhriwi    A  very  oonsideiftble  portion  .of 

lite  jMHom  wtce  roduood  to.  the  gMwteM  ^sh 

intM^ '  wad  noay  aotnallf  Fni»od»  white  the 

Ipwor  onkS)  from  ^bb  defteifwcy  rdf  ewployiMiic 

joM^B^tfotof  thffi^  were  ia  a  general  sM^  of 

Ssbce^.    Indeed^  they  would  hare  been  in  a 

ittfltecf  aetMl  ntarvnlMn  amid  i^ty^  lud  kt 

•01  ben  Cm!  the  bwnwoteflce  of  t4ie  otjhor 

iiAMNSi  of  ooeiety * 

.'    lf%thBp»fei!tyimd  neotMitgrvWhicli  Afr^ 

tbmm  apenkt  of^  an  prerrentiMc  of  rt|#^in^iispoe 

'jQfpepidation  at  a  tAteoqmal  to  it0  olitoralj«pie» 
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that  increase,  this  is  the  toacKi^  imai^iiiatiQa 
0i  the  subsistence  theory,  and  we  have  mtly 
to  repeat  the  question,  how  is  this  effect  pnw 
chiced  }  The  result  of  the  increase  of  pofmbu 
tion  in  red  life  is  unifomly,  as  we  hsLre  aeen» 
qoite  the  reverse.  Th&t  increase  tends  to  prO"' 
Bieie  both  wecMi  and  abundance.  i 

This  obscure  passage,  faoiMvhr>  atiflntSfofiA 
different  interpretation.  He  may  meamto  ai|t 
duly,  that  were  it  not  -for  the  ari^kud  pcrtsattf 
asd  necessity,  created  by  oth^  sititiations  of 
affitirs  less  favourable  to  the  inetiease  of  pQ|KK 
lation  thAn  thosefound  in  these  small  oOmoaMK 
weahfas,  poptdatkm  woold  'double  itself  enrjr 
^nenitimi ;  and  all  the  beneiicial^flfects  ariaitog 
fipom  so  rapid  an  inoreaae  would  iblksr.  1  jdb 
Mit  believe  an  innease  so  rapid  wowU  nmit 
fipoas  this  came ;  butiifitdbd  takr{daosi.tlmt 
wodld  uBqvests(Nitd>ly  be  a  -eon-espoodiaig^'im- 
cmas^  ia  the  iteans  of  #btaiiitng^  irtoesMffas 
aasd  cofltfoita  asioog^aH  ranbi  <tf  tbe  augoMnl^ 
ammben*  "  o 

•  '  Bat  if  we  interpret'  ttes  paasagie  itt  4te 
4mner  sense,  itamtiiiatato  mMiiiig^  ..Jt  ia  m 
-aiere  opinion.  And  we  have  seen  bow  aUbdf 
atnd  -uniformly  fects*  are  .'OptMi  tbd  othA*  ride, 
ijA  then  the  abettovk  of  a  contrary.  priactpHiH 
•||opulattioii^  or  a  teudtoey^  in  its  idcreasartD 
aarrest  the  prograsa  <if  i»rculafciMr&^  mtaiAfitUL 
to  render  them  poorer^  brings  fintfa  iit  opposi- 
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tbn  to  the  host  of  facts  in  favour  of  the  wealth* 
augmenting  principle^  not  to  say  an  equal 
number^  but  a  single  solitary  fact  dther  to 
prove  or  illustrate  their  principle.  Let  them 
show  us  a  single  town,  district  or  country, 
wiu^h,  cteteris  paribus,  has  grown  richer  than 
each  was  before^  from  a^lecrease  of  population. 
All  ancwnt  and  all  modem  times  cannot  afford 
t|iemone. 

7    It  has  been  attempted  to  adduce  Ireland,  as 
V  proof  that  the  population  of  a  country  may 
increase  rapidly  without  a  corresponding  in- 
erMse  in  wealth.    In  that  country  there  are 
Xmdoubtedly   some   circumstances    extremely 
Irtlverse  to  the  Increase  of  income  and  of  capital. 
•Yet  even  there,  in  spite  of  the  counteraction  of 
thme,  the  wealth-augmenting  principle  of  the 
tecreate  of  population  has  been  seen  in  general 
<)|ieration,  as  everywhere  else:  and  espteially 
Within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  during 
4Hbich  the  increase  of  numbers  has  been  the 
most  rapid.    The  rental  alone  is  said  withia 
thie  last  twenty-five  ytors  to  have  risen  from 
mt  to  fifteen  millioiK.   But  thiswise  is  so  extra*- 
tirdinary,  that  some:  exaggeration  may  be  susi- 
pected.    The  wealth  of  the  other,  classes  hat 
4ncreased  very  considerably,    though  .it   cab 
CKttrcely  be  conjectured  to  be  at -a  similar  ratp 
hiith  that  ascribed  to  the  cultivator. 
-  -  'We  have  noticed  an  obscu^a^^ion.  of  Mr. 
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Hume.  This  statistician  seems  evidently  par- . 
tial  to  the  system  of  small  farttis.  Another 
statistician^  of  the  opposite  side  with  respect  to 
the  size  of  farms^  expresses  the  impoverishing 
influence  arising  from  the  increase  of  populatto9 
in  clearer  terms^  and  Mr.  Malthns  has  qcioted 
him  with  great  satisfaction. 

"  France  itself,**  says  Mr.  Arthur  Young, 
*^  affords  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  truth  of 
these  sentiments ;  for  I  am  clearly  of  opinion^ 
from  the  observations  I  made  in  every  provinoe 
of  the  kingdom,  that  her  population  is  so  much 
beyond  the  proportion  of  her  industry  and 
labour,  that  she  would  be  much  naore  powerful 
and  infinitely  more  flourishing  if  she  bad  five  or 
gix  millions  less  of  inhabitants  *.**  * 

Here  we  have  an  irrefragable  proof,  and 

-why  ?     Mr.  Arthur  Young  is  dearly  of  opinion^ 

imd  Mr.  Malthus  agrees  with  him.  This  indeed 

may  be  reckoned  a  decisive  proof  by  some  par- 

tizans.    But  there  are  statisticians,  who,  on  the 

other  hand,  are  clearly  of  opinion^  that  it  iji 

utterly  impossible  in  the  very  nature  of  things^ 

that  the  population  of  France  or  of  any  other 

''country  can  be  "  beyond  the  proportion  of  its 

industry  and  labour,'*  or  that  the  proportion 

-of  the  latter  can  be  increased  by  diminishin|f 

the  number  of  circulators,  that  is,  in  fact,  the 

^  Y6ung*8  Travels  m  France,  vol.  i.  ch.  17.  p»  tbi. 
^AIahliUi'9  Eiaay,  voLiiL  B.iv.  ch.  II.  p.  28^'  *k> 
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amouirt  Qi  the  demaiid;  and  that  evei^  unit 
•4^  to  its  pQpulatieOy  ^om  being  a  buyer  as 
ireU  a»  a  setter^  creates  an  additional  demandf 
fMid  increases  the  stimulus  on  the  ciixmlandaiy 
powers*  la  all  the  countdes  which  baye  da* 
creased  in  population  sinpe  the  commeBceioeiil 
of  histoiy  they  fin^J  irrefragable  proqfi^,  that 
FrfHdce  wwdd  Ueiiher  hav^  beeaso  powerful  not 
yet  so  flourishing,  had  her  populatkm  at  the 
idose  of  the  eighteenth  oeatory  beea  reduced  t# 
what  it  was  at  the  beginning,  or  rendered  at 
leaisA  fiire  or  fflx  a»llions  less.  Does  Mr.  Artbiur 
Young  really  believe  that  the  pefmlation  €f 
France  was  as  well  employed  and  as  rich  whea 
it  Gonfiisted  of  eighteen  or  twenty  miHioss  as  at 
present  ?  Or  how  far  does  he  meaa  to  gobwk,  or 
^^vfaat  is  the  rate  of  p#pulatioR  per  square  mite> 
which  he  in  his  imegiiiation. fixes  upon  as  rooir* 
img  most  industry,  pcodacaii^  most  employmeftt, 
and,  of  course,  creating  most  wealth  ?  As  he 
«iid  Mr.  Malthas  seem  so  fond  of  reduciag* 
^population,  perhaps,  t^y  may  not  choose  to 
jlop,  till  they  reach  tlie  period  some  two  or 
.three  thousand  years  ago,  when  all  Gaul  dill 
apt  cootaia  a  million  of  souls.  Then  indefld 
th0y  inagr,  be  clearly  of  opinion,  that  her  p(q«a- 
latioA  bore  so  correct  a  proportion  to  her  i»» 
dtastry  and  kbaur,  that  she  was  better  em* 
|il<^ed  and  more,  wealthy,  or,  in  the  words  of 
our  stati^ical  tourist,  much  more,  powerfol 
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mad  iafittitely  more  flcmridiiiig,  Hian  noir  ^ 
sbe  te  so  distressed  and  so  rmfoFrtttaate,  w^  ta 
(iosoess  cm  d  shnilar  extent  of  territdrjr^  it  it 
said,  tiearer  thirty  than  twenty  miffioas^  1^ 
WBudh  aimirdities  do  itese  yimmmj:  de^oaai 
redooeonrantipopnlBtioniets.  * 

"  If  you  ^vrtrald  see/*  says  Mr.  Artln^ 
Vouag,  ^  a  ^tnct  with  as  Ihtle  distress  ift  it 
as  is  consisteiit  with  the  political  system  df  tlil^ 
old  govemaient  of  SVaaee,  you  mnst  assoredjr 
)go  nAem  there  are  no  UUle  jmopri^on  aft  att. 
¥oa  must  visit  the  great  fturna  in  BeaiKs^^ 
Kcardy^  part  of  Normandy  and  Artcis,  afsd 
4liere  you  will  find  ao  more  popi^btioii  tlian 
what  is  rc^larly  emjdoyed  and  regnlaiiy  paUh 
and  if  in  such  districts  you  should^  contrary  %> 
this  rale,  meet  with  mudi  cfirtness,  it  is  twaol^' 
^  one  bat  that  it  is  in  aporirii,  whioh lias  snap 
titaimons  wUeh  teinpt  the  poor  to  hav^  taHle 
yf^4so  have  property — and  in  consequencefniseey. 
When  you  are  engaged  in  this  politieal  toitf^ 
4mA  it  by  sdeh^  England,  and  I  wiU  show 
Ton  a  set  of  ptasantswell  clothed^  wiA-  nda- 
-iished^  tol^taMf  dmiriien  from  saparioi^,  wril 
-lodged  and  at  their  ease;  and  y«f  amongst 
tfiem,  not  tme  itt-athoasandbat^ettfaer  latad 
fweatda**     *  -■  '  •  •        '^    r 

•    I  quote  Hiis^paamgo  oily  topetat  ootllle 
«f|M|raace  tf  Aa  icdovim  IM>  tuid  to  ilw#; 

'^ "      ^^  ♦  IVrreU  in Piiiice,'  voU i.  ch,  17.'  p.  Vti".       "* 
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tUbJowntonmM  m  tliia  liuipBodjr  agmvit  poiniiM 
tfD^^^i(ai  pwbaU]?:  oriy  guring  vont  to  Im  lMd<4 
iie« ^ l«rge ferma.  Xbatibe^rstemof mmI) 
bitms^ttmiB  to  keqi,  omre  bandi  in  jtbe  ImmU 
mm(pLc9Mtn/&QU  than  is  ncoesaaijr,  ta^iratliM 
to  promote  idleneas  among  tin  peasBnts;  *k 
trae;.Mt\if.  aho  4rae,  that  while  thissytMem 
fieiaii»  jnere  hanfls  tiban*  are  itiquired^  these 
iimdi  ouHivate  the  soil  leet  effeotoalfy.  And 
tWe  fii'the  fiMt,  I  beikiye,  vnth  neqieot  to  a  cbm* 
•Unable  portion  of  Franoe.  Bnt  why  shnoKl 
ptyiktion  be  reduced,  that  fiums  may  become 
iMge^  lArge  fmns  :«id  increasing  popofatfiM 
nreipesfcctly  compatible  with  eaefr/ other.  In^ 
ted  vera  this  the  place,  U  oonld  be  ^hown,  that 
one  of  the  ^Eeets  of  an  inereaaipg  po|i(alatini% 
Ukm  Imdemcy  t^^eitiarg^ifMtM^.  In  his  fury  hr 
goMt*fiii-iM.  he  hM  raai^U  against:  om  of  4;he 
dtaffeat  kitrs  oCnalure,  a«d,  as/evdr  mnetbethn 
resalt  ofsucb  attacks,  dashed  at  imce  bisr tiieoiy 
to-.|Hetes.  '*  \  t   '.*  .-  .    . •  •  ^ 

'  Fmnee^  £u^.  fimn  ^'  presentktg  sp^etaidis 
c€  wretehednesa  in  every  quarter  from  her 
ton  ipreafc  popnlation"  to  ali,  as  tiiisiagiiealh 
:timl  taumt  afficms^sbe  dad  to  Urn,  hail  exhi- 
Irittd V  ew qE  wheie  scenes,  of  so  diftwHi 
a  description  to  some  other  t<mri«bB^  wka 
liav»  visMd  bar  6inc6  0be  had  readicdb  a  still 
.ttgfaer  degree  of.  popnlmtonoss^  Ihal.ihqriwfie 
not  hesit«ted  to  jpYfi  the  j)jr^ereaice.  to  her 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mgamst  Kogiakid.    Mr.  Gmjr  aim,  Mb  tbM- 
sands  of  our  coinitiymeii,  has  been  a  touriit 
thMHigh  a  portion  of  this  well-penpled  country^ 
•ad  be  agrees  neither  with  Mn  i\rtbur  Young, 
nor  these  later  tourists*     He  nei^ier  saw  spee* 
tacles  of  wretchedness  in  every  quarter,  nor  did 
he  every  where  see  such  substantial  marks  of 
wealtii  as  in  Ea^nd.    It  is  true,  he  saw  her 
at  a  time  of  general  stagnation  through  her 
d«osainsy  as  throughout  all  JSurope.    But  fa^ 
fi>niid  the  real  principles  of  population  in  as 
oomplete  operation,  and   beheld   their  usoal 
mults  as  distinctly  in  her  territory,  as  they  ate 
seen  every  wliere  rise.    Her  people,  allowing 
fiNTthe  diminution  of  employmetit,  produced 
byv  the  annihilation  of  the  war  circuland,  were 
every  where  tderably  busy.    The  maiics  of  t^e 
WiMiltfa  inmparable  from  such  a  high  rate  of- 
population  were  also  v^y  distinctly  p^rc^tibie 
every  where,  but  certainly,  he  affirms,  not  in  a 
degree  equal  to  that  generally  found  on  this 
/side  «f  the  water.    This  population  tourist,  it 
is  tvue^  IB  a  meet,  decided  popolationist,  and^ 
bm  opinion,  like  that  of  our  antipopulationlstt, 
18 'DA  above  suspidon  of  a  little  theoretical 
biMS  Mke  theirs ;  but  he  confesses,  he  is  clearty 
jci  opinion,  there  were  irrefiragable  proofs  every 
,wlMere  that  ber  people  in  general  were  much 
DMM  constantly  employed  and  wealthier,  thlm 
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wbii)  ih^Y  Mbouiited  to  only  t#o  ttiitds  tlie 
number  cm  tbe  sMietemtoiy. 

Mr,  Arthur  Young,  horfrerer,  k^  er  ast  least . 
'W9B,  of  a  very  dii&mt  opiobn.    Hie  ^t»t 
^x^ultttion  #f  France  «§  ber  duef  misfiMtiwe 
^aod  misery^     ^'  Tbe  predomiiiaQt  eril  of  tiie 
kingd^ai   (Fmrce)  is  th«  lunriiig  io  gr»t  af 
fKipuliitioii,  that  die  can  neitii<^  emptefy  nor 
foed  it ;  why  then  ettcourage  marriage  ?  Woidd 
yt)u  breed  more  pcopise^    beeatise  yea    iiave 
ttore  abieady  thaa  you  knaw  \diat  to  do  witik? 
Von  hare  so  great  a  eompetitioB  for  food^  tlwC 
pmr  people  are  starvtog^  t»r  in  ntbery^  aod  yoa' 
pQuld  ^nco^rage  tl^e  produdtkm  of  flwre^  tw 
im^rease  tha^  competttioii  ^'! 

Bttt  wfaere  ia  the  proof  that  fVance  cmt 
ixeithi^r  iftiploy  nor  fiaed  her  popidatiofi  ?  It.i» 
one  of  the  clearest  results  in  naiure^  that  the 
increase  of  pepulatioe  earriea  in  itsi^  the 
jneans  of  enoqdoying  and  feediqg  Itself  i^ot 
.merely  according  to  the  old  proportion,  but  ji 
new  a«d  increased  (me.  And  wh»t  is  thare  im 
%be  history  of  French  stiatisties^  t^at  mn^htidiGts 
.tihis^  or  does  not  positlvidy  sttpport  it }  .  Loolt 
feo  the  wond^tfbl  exertions  which  the  popnla- 
tion  of  France  has  been  able  to  make  agaanisl 
all  £urope  for  above  twraty  years*  lliere  we 
see  the  resources  of  such  a  mass  of  popiilatiiiii> 

*  YouDg^B  Travels  m  France,  vol.  i.  ch.  17.  p.  47Ir 
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and  what  tbey  are  capable  of  produein^. 
Much  was  drawn  from  the  countries  whicih  her 
anhu^  overran,  it  is  true,  but  did  it  not  lead 
tts  awayfi-om  the  subject  of  our  discussion/itad 
tend  rather  to  embroil  us  in  party-politics,  It 
oould  be  shown  that  more  was  drawn  frbrti 
fierself^  that  by  fiir  the  larger  part  of  what  her 
ttrmic*  irew  from  other  countries  was  spent  5h 
tl^se,  and  did  h^r  but  little  good,  and  rtiaf  her 
own  borne  resources  formed  the  great  fuAdd- 
ttiental  moving  power  of  tfeose  wonderful  eref- 
-tion^. 

As  to  feeding  herself,  we  have  seen,  that, 
lliough'her  population  has  increased  sinrc  Mr. 
Arthur  Young  wrotcJ,  she  hajs  been  several 
times  in  an  exporting  condition  with  respect- to 
subsistence.  The  lowness  of  her  average  price 
of  food  is  a  decisive  proof,  that  her  supi^y  fe 
^ual  to  the  demand.  Under  the  manceumng^s 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  other  revolutionary 
chiefs,  arti^al  famines  took  place  about  the 
time  of  Mr.  Young's  visit.  And  occasionally 
Aince,  as  in  our  own  country,  prices  have  risen 
#h>m  the  circumstances  of  the  season,  and  from 
i^ieculation  j  but  the  price  on  the  whole  has 
been  fair,  and,  perhaps,  rather  too  low.  One 
of  the  leading  ailments  of  ouragriculturists 
(whether  Mr.  Young  himself  was  among  them, 
4  know  not)  against  the  com  bill  was  dmwn 
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from  the  abtindance  of  subsistence  in  Fraface^ 
and  the  low  rate  of  its  price. 

And  what  Mr.  Gray  daw  when  he  visited 
her,  confirmed  the  fulness  of  the  supply.  Tlie 
slothful  ineffective  manner,  in  which  the  great- 
est portion  of  her  lands  over  which  he  tra- 
velled was  cultivated,  for  from  showing  any 
strong  stimulu)s  operating  on  the  ctiltiVatord 
from  a  very  brisk  demand,  prc^^ed  quite  the 
.contrary.  The  perseverance  in  so  slovenly  and 
imperfect  a  system  must  have  arisen  from  a  su- 
perfluity of  the  supply,  and  a  consequent  slack- 
ness in  the  demand. 

As  to  "  a  competition  for  food,**  I  should 
have  thought  Mn  Arthur  Young  was  too  good 
an  agriculturist^  not  to  know  experimentally, 
if  not  to  perceive  it  theoretically,  that  this  mnst 
tend  to  produce  an  effect  quite  the  reverse  of 
what  he  states^  or  to  enrich  the  culkivatoi^s  and 
the  country  instead  of  impoverishing  them. 
We  have  had  most  striking  examples  of  the 
immense  addition  to  agricultural  capital  as 
.well  as  of  the  increase  of  employment  among 
the  other  classes  through  their  expenditure, 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  from  the  compe- 
tition for  food.  This  competition  must  neces* 
sarily,  according  to  the  law  of  statistics,  raise 
the  price  and  afford  more  income. 

llie  *'  demands  of  town  population,**  whicb 
Mr.  Young  alludes  to^  will  always  increase  in 
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every  coantiy  with  the  increase  of  population^ 
and  certainly  not  iess^  if  not  more  in  Fr&nce, 
than  in  most  other  kingdoms.     In  those  dis- 
tricts of  that  country,  which  Mr.  Gray  tra-' 
veiled  through^  be  found  little  or  none  of  our 
kind  of  country  population,  or  the  population 
of  cottages,  farm-houses  or  hamlets.    With  a 
few  local  exceptions,  the  population  seemed  to 
be  all  in  large  villages  and  towns.  The  stimulus 
cceaied  by  any  increase  in  their  population, 
must  evidently,  therefore,  partake  of  the  large 
village  or  town  character- 
Mr.  Arthur  Young,  in  supposing  that  the 
r^uction  of  five  or  six  millions  of  people  out  of' 
five  and  twenty,  would  increase  the  avei^age 
quantum  of  wealth,  falls  into  the  error,  which 
is  radical  in  the  subsistence  theory.    He  looks 
only  at  one  side  of  the  subject.    He  imagines 
that  by  reducing  five  or  six  millions  of  sellers, . 
we  shall  enable  the  sellers  that  remain  to  sell 
more  than  before.     But  if  he  were  to  take  into 
consideration,  that  by  this  reduction   ho  re- 
duces at  once  five  or  six  millions  of  buyers  also, 
he  would  be  somewhat  startled.   And  he  might 
be  disposed  to  query  how  it  is  possible,  that 
the  same  stimulus  can  be  created  among  the 
cultivators  of  the  same  extent  of  territory  by 
eighteen  millions  of  buyei«  as  by  twenty-four, 
were  he  even  not  to  trace  the  effects  of  this  sti- 
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ipultts  round  among  the  otiber  dasses  of  circu** 
lators. 

Assertions  of  general  distress  are  jast  as 
^i)y  made  as  those  of  general  comfort*  A 
theorist,  when  travelling,  ia  very  apt  ta  lode  only 
afe  those  faets  which  seem  to  confirm  his  opi^ 
nions,  and  to  overlook  those  which  have  a  con«* 
trary  aspect*  The  distress  and  misery  which 
our  subsistence  and  antipopulation  theorists  see 
in  such  a  state  of  exuberance  every  where,  may 
very  easily  be  traced,  for  the  most  part,  to  their 
own  imaginations.  What  distress  does  actually 
exist,  arises  from  the  condition  of  human  nature, 
and  not  from  the  operation  of  their  principles. 

We  want  not  assertions,  but  proofe.  Let 
them  prove  tons,  that  the bistwy(tfaU districts, 
and  countries  increasing  in  population,  with 
few  if  any  exceptions,  shows  that  the  increase 
tends  to  diminish  the  average  quantum^  of  em^ 
ployment  and  wealth  among  the  various  cittm^ 
lators ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  history 
of  all  districts  and  countries  in  which  popul^-, 
tion  has  decreased,  shows  that  this  decrease 
produces  ^  lai-ger  average  proportion  of  employ- 
ment and  of  wealth.  Till  they  can  do  that,  all 
their  assertions  about  exuberant  distress  and 
misery  from  the  increase  of  population  wHl  pass 
with  the  statistician  only  fdr  the  result  of  ima* 
gination,  or  else  for  &cts,  the  causes  of  #faich 
they  quite  misconceive*. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THB   mCRBASe   OF  THB    POOR   IN  ENGLAND. 

It  is  objected,  that  there  has  been  a  rapid  In^ 
CPm$e  Qf  the  poor  in  Engloftd,  along  with  the 
hmrem^  of  hisr  population^  This  is  true.*  And 
m  bw  Uiere  beeen,  along  with  the  increase  of 
b^r  wealth. 

Mighty  sJ;m0s  has  baeo  laid  oi>  tlie  fact  of 
the  mereasft  of  pMfiers  amoog  us,  by  tlie  sub*- 
flisteaee  theorists ;  but  without  reason.  It  has 
gs  nMiob  focce  to  prove  that  tbe  great  body  of 
th^ye^^  of  Baglaod  is  growing  poorer,  as  the 
&ot  of  msay  Qf  oar  noblemen  spending  on 
dfttiDg,  driBklDg?  clothing,  building,  &;c.  more 
timi  twice  the  amount  of  what  they  spent  forty 
j^isri  ago,  or  that  they  pay  more  than  doable 
to  tbe  fiiiwiiig,  ctotbing,  building  and  teaching 
oiMses,  has  to  prove  that  they  are  grown 
poorer  than  they  wei*e  at  that  period.  Such  a 
ftot,  acqording  to  the  piinciples  of  circulation, ' 
pro?es  4)oiti?  the  reverse  of  what  it  tias  been 
brought  to  prove.  It  shows,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  England  is  grown  much 
richer,  as  it  is  able  to  pay,  at  a  higher  average 
rate,  to.  a. larger  ma^  of  paupers. 

The  taking  of  a  large  sum  at  once  from  a 
s4 
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nation^  for  an  unusual  purpose,  as  for  example 
by  an  invading  foe,  will  produce  a  temporary 
poverty.  Such  a  charge  is  not  provided  against, 
and  cannot,  on  the  sudden,  be  countercharged 
for  on  the  common  fun<^  But  if  a  peqple 
continue  to  pay  a  greater  sum  year  after  year 
for  the  maintenance  of  rniy  class  within  the 
country^  the  fact  shows,  that  the  .great  body- 
has  the  means  of  charging  for  it,  or  how  eba 
could  they  pay  it  ?  Pecsons  may  grumbl^  boit 
mere  grumbling  will  not  enable  them  to  pay*. 
If  instead  of  two  pounds  formerly  paid  annu* 
ally,  three^  four,  or  five  pounds  are  cteimied 
from  a  circulator  who  h^  only  the  means  of 
charging  at  the  old  rate  of  two  pounds^  the 
demander  will  find,  that  though  he  may  q^ 
he  will  call  in  vain.  Let  .any  person. considw. 
thq  sixth  axiom  of  Statistics  ,as  given,  in  AIL 
Classes  productive  of  .national  Wealth  ^,  aod; 
he  will  instantly  perceive,  thai;  if  a  ns^tion  covk^ 
tinue  to  pay  an  increa;sLng  sum  for  any  puif'*^ 
pose,  it  must  have  greater  nj^qs  of  paying  fiwr» 
it :  that  is,  it. must  be  s^le  to  countercharge  £or 
it  amply:  and  this  is  a  proof  of  its  growing 
richer.  Were  England  not  iocrea^ing  in  wealth, 

*  B.  i.  ch.  2.  p.  10,  "  Whatever  circulators  continue 
to  uUf  they  must  have  the  means  of  charging  Jbr  npoji  tohat 
they  deal  in.  "Were  it  iTdt  bo,  they  artist  of  necc«shy  giv^ 
up  the  use  of  it,  from  not  bemg  able  to  pay  for  it.** 
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die  would  sooD  pay  fewer  paupers^  and  tliese  iA 
a  lower  rate. 

Were  it  even  granted  that  the  Increase  of 
pa»p«raim  springs  wholly  from  the  increase  of 
ear  cirenlators,  this  would  not  prove  that  the 
inoreafie  of  population  has  any  tendency  to 
jmo^ase  poverty  in  a  district  or  a  country^ 
for  if  it  makes  a  portion  poorer^  it  makes  thd 
greiit  body  richer.  "  The  amount  paid  by 
Ei^and  to  mcuntain  her  poor  in  the  year  1776 
was  under  two  miHions,  and  in  the  year  1817 
it  was  above  eight ;  but  was  the  average  wealtli 
of  the  various  cfaisses  of  the  people  of  England 
in  lyW  equal  to  the  av^erage  wealth  in  1817  ♦  T 

The  increase  of  pauperism  is  unquestion- 
ably B  great  evil,  and  every  one  will  admits 
that  it  would  be  a  most  desirable  thing  to  be 
abU  to  diMk  it.  But  the  queistlon  connected 
with  tlie  population  and  subsistence  theories  is; 
Does  this  increase  of  pauperism  show  a  general 
mcreaae  of  poverty,  or  is  it  combined  with  a 
general  increase  of  wealth  ? 

In  feet  it  spnngs  chiefly  from  the  latter. 
The  real  canse  of  the  increase  of  paupers  in 
England,  and  in  the  average  rate  of  charge  for 
them,  is  found,  as  far  as  this  is  beyond  the 
usual  proportion,  in  her  growing  richer.  Were 
she  less  wealthy,  her  lower  ranks  would  have, 

•  See  Mr.  Gray  on  the  Poor^  in  Miscellanediii  Sttlistics. 
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ia  general,  stroBger  habit»  of  firt^fidity*  ^^  Sadi 
16  the  nature  of  man,  that  the .  wemklrier:  a 
country,  the  greater  tvill  be  the  proportion  of 
vicious  poor  in  it.  For  the  licher  a  nattaii,  ai| 
the  one  hand^  the  easier  is  it^for  its decnlatmrs 
to  find  employment  in  eairly  years ;  and  the  has 
likely,  therefoi*e,  are  the  various  classes  to  kara 
prad^t  and  ^saving  habits;  and  on  tibe  oth«r, 
it  is  better  able  and  more  ready  to  aiktend  to 
the  claims  of  tbe  needy.  The  lou^r  classeBof 
England  ai-e,  I  fear,  scarcely  so  frugal  and  pinv* 
dent  as  those  of  other  countries ;  and  the  Eng^ 
►lish  pay  more  to  them  when  in  irast,  because 
they  are  more  able  to  pay :  that  is,  because  tfcey 
?ire  richer^  The  plea  of  disCrese  is  set  up :  they 
gruoable^  and  demur,  and  ^en  adOMt  it  ^C* 

As  the  increa6e  of  popuiatiM  oMeatedljit 
tends  to  create  new  speeiee  of  cirenhiady  aad,  of 
course,  to  add  to  tlie^^iirees  of  wealth,  tbb  are^ 
lage  result,  upon  the  Ai4iole,  vrill  be  greater 
ye^lth.  But  the  greater  variety^  of  sitaatiem  ta 
-which  these  new  species  of  eireulattd.plaoe men^ 
will  expose  more  circulators  to  failure*  There 
M'ill  be  a  greater  variety  of  mere  transfer  cases 
even  in  spite  of  prudence  in  the  deakr.  When 
we  consider  the  natmal  dissimilitude  of  character 
sunong  circulators,  which  springs  from  the  dif- 
feient  innate  predispositi(H)s  and.  original  iA* 

*  Mr.  Gray's  Third  Letter  to  M.  Say.     All  Classes 
prQductiv«?>  p»  305.  - 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.  VI.        THB   mOft  IN    BNOi;.ANJ>.  967 

equalities  in  human  minds,  and  which  cannot 
be  essentially  altered,  we  must  expect  impru- 
dence among  many,  and,  of  course,  all  its  con- 
sequences. These  innate  dispositions  and  ori- 
ginal inequalities  unquestionably  tend  greatly, 
<m  the  wbole^  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
society  ;  but  they  produce  also  occasional  evils. 
If  England  continue  to  increase  in  population 
and  wealth,  she  must  expect  that  her  charges 
to  support  both  the  unfortunate  and  vicious, 
poor  will  increase.  We  may  partially  check 
this  evil,  but  we  shall  never  do  it  away. 

It  is  only  by  means  of  friendly  societies,  and 
saving  banks,  and  other  institutions  of  that 
kind,  that  any  thing  really  palliative  can  be 
accomplished.  All  other  plans  to  oppose  the 
natural  consequence  of  gi'eater  wealth,  or  the 
relaxation  of  frugal  notions  and  habits  in  thei 
great  mass,  while  they  would  not  make  the 
middle  and  higher  classes  more  wealthy  and 
happy,  would  only  tend  to  promote  poverty  and 
unhappiness  among  the  lower  ranks  of  society. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

HAS  THE    NATURAI#   PROPORTION,   WHICH   SUBSIST^ 
.    ENCE   BEARS  TO  POPULATION    IN    ITS   INCREASE, 

A  TENDENCY  TO  CHECK  THE    PROGRESS    OF  THi; 

LATTER  IN  WEALTH? 

We  have  seen  that  the  increase  of  population^ 
has  naturally  a  wealth-increasing  influence. 
This  is  found  to  be  universally  true.  And  yet 
it  has  been  denied  by  some,  at  least,  partially.  ^ 
Mr.  Malthas  has  broached  a  peculiar  notioa 
on  the  increase  of  population.  *'  The  constant 
effort  in  the  population  to  increase  beyond  the 
means  of  subsistence,**  says  he,  **  as  constantly 
tends  to  subject  Hie  lotcer  classes  of  society  to 
distress,  and  to  prevent  any  great .  permanent 
melioration  of  their  condition^.'* 

This  is  perhaps  the  boldest  specimen  of 
theorising  in  direct  opposition  to  facts,  that  I 
recollect  to  have  met  with  in  the  whole  extent 
of  my  inquiries.  That  such  an  opinion  should 
be  broached  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
persisted  in  by  any  statistician  after  the  mass  of 
statistical  facts  in  all  branches  of  the  science;^ 
which  has  been  laid  before  us,  in  full  deve? 

♦  Essay,  vol.  i.  B.  i.  ch.  2,  p,  ^5* 
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Jbpemenl^  during  the  last  thirty  .years,  seexM 
extraordinary.  It  shows  either  an  extreme  uor 
aeqnaintance  with  the  principles  of  circalaUofl^ 
its  causes  and  efiects,  or  an  utter  disregard  of 
them.  On  subjects  connected,  with  entba* 
fiiasm,  it  is  true,  that  such  a  defiance  of 
facts  should  be  hazarded^  would  not  be  matter 
for  much  astonishment.  We  are  constantly 
"finding  something  new  of  this  sort  to  amuse 
us;  and.  epthusiftsm  or  fanatieiam  will  fully 
aooeiuiit  lor  olL  But  for  a  writer  on  the  cooH 
scdepice^of  statistics  to  venture  so  boldly,  was 
iesB  to  be  expected*  It  is  indeed  only  another, 
but  ie  ia  a  most  striking  example  of  the  power 
of  theory  av^  theiduiKl  of  a  theorist  whiok 
cau  so  invert  causes^  and  so  distort  facts,  as  t» 
make  him  see  prooiiB  of  his  theoi-ctical  imogif- 
iialaons  in  causes  and  facts  tho^t  give  them  % 
4lirect  negation.  • 

It  would  be  only  to  rep^d;  what  has  beott 
already  stated  so  minutely,  to  go  into  these 
canses  and  results.  The  history  of  the  increase 
of  population  in  aU  ages  and  in  all  countries^ 
|)rores  the  dii*eet  contraiy.  Not  an  epampfe 
of  its  increase  but  joins  to  prove,  that  thei^  is 
a  eooMimU  effort  in  that  increase  to  plaice  aU 
rankuaf  poptdation^  in  a  better  state,  with  rot 
spect  ta  both  the  necessaries  and  sHper/l4$itie0  v^* 
life,  than  before.  The  improvement  among 
fkll  classes  is  distinctly  visible  on  comparing 
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^Mfefeat  i^tes  of  population,  or  taking  any  ave- 
fhge  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  or  sometimes 
men  ten.  And  the  more  mpid  the  iticrease^ 
the  more  striking^  is  the  progress  in  the  general 
iAipixyvement.  The  difference  in  this  point 
lietveen  a  very  thin  and  very  crowded  i-ate,  h 
iii<)fl{te :  for  example,  between  the  state  of  the 
various  ranks  in  Britain  about  the  tkne  of 
^Kus  Oeesar,  or  even  at  the  Conqoest,  and 
that  in  the  reign  of  George  tlic  Third.  Indeed 
(he  difi^rcfnce  in  the  Hvefiomtion  of  conditioii 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  Britons,  in  «H 
l«spect«,  except  the  eflfects  arising  not  from 
want  or  poverty,  but  from  abundance  ami 
Wealth,  siooe  the  dose  of  the  American  war,  is 
surprising.  The  progress  is  so  notorious,  that 
it  is  now  a  trite  saving  in  the  mouths  of  many 
persons  of  the  lower  classes,  that  a  peasant  now^^ 
a-days  enjoys  more  comforts  and  is  better  edu-^ 
isated,  than  the  squire  and  other  rich  men  some  ^ 
ikundi-eds  of  years  ago. 

The  history  of  Europe  during  the  last  three 
0e«tui^,  in  which,  with  some  exceptions  (the 
rtate  ^which,  by  the  way,  confirms  the  obsw^- 
vation),  its  poptrtation  has  made  so  rapid  a  pro^ 
gresft,  proves  and  exemplifies  this  in  the  mo^ 
pleasing  manner.  The  progi'ess  of  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  all  ranks,  has  ftiMy 
kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  the  numbers. 
Those  nations  which  have  peopled  slowestj^ 
5 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mAP.Vn.      INFIATSKGJB   XN   ^WlAtUHH.  371 

Jiave  made  the  least  progress  in  impixirement^ 
and  in  those  that  have  increased  fastest,  the  eon** 
^ipn  of  the  lower  ranks,  cceteris  pmibw^  has 
been  most  impmved.  Indeedi  the  condition 
of  all  classes  has  shared  in  the  beneficial  effect^ 
eod  of  none  more  than  that  of  cvltivators^ 
fi^mers  as  well  as  labourers.  The  increase  of 
po))iiUftion  wMl  at  tengtfa^  add  probably  em 
loftg,  explode  even,  the  serf  sysfcetn  in  Rassiob 
The  various  ranks^  it  is  true^  have  kept  prettjf 
Slittciii  tbdr  respective  distances,  bnt  all  ham 

The  histories  <^  districts  or  countries,  that 
have  either  remained  stationary  or  decreased 
itt  pefNilotion^  prove  tiM  «ame  thmg  m  a»other 
«^.  la  the  formei*^  the  cifoumstaaces  ^ 
thq  lower  ranks  have  cKperienced  littie  or  n# 
improvement:  in  the  latter^  their  conditiooa 
have  grown  worse, 

Ifi  sum^  it  is  to  the  increase  of  populatios,aji4 
to  the  aogfnentation  of  employment  ^aad  wealtfa^ 
the  si^)erior  cultivatkm  of  mind,  tfie  extet^ 
ftionof  liberty  and  a  more  comfortable  ^yh  of 
livmgy  which  this  increase  nooessarily  prodqoe^ 
that  the  amelioration  in  the  condition  of  tb? 
fewer  classes  generally  throughout  Europe,  >9 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  eitlier  directly  or  i>idh» 
lectly^  to  be  attributed.  Aod  it  is  only  to  thif 
increase,  that  they  have  to  look  forward  £pf 
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4  fiirtber  progress  in  amdiorating  their  con^ 
dttioD« 

Let  us  now  examine  what  is  adduced  by 
Mh  Makhus  to  set  aside  all  this  mass  of  uni<^ 
tmm  facts. 

He  reckons  that  the  tendency,  which  he 
assumes  in  population,  to  increase  fester  than 
subsistence,  operates  by  means  of  a  diminution 
of  employment  and  wealth,  aiising  from  this 
circumstance  in  nature  *,  to  chedc  the  progress 
<tf  improvement*  Is  there  any  such  result 
actually  produced  in  nature  ?  And  if  there  be, 
whit  is'the  process  by  which  it  is  effected  ? 

The  necessary  tendency  of  a  scantiness  of 
snbsistence,  as  of  any  other  article,  according 
to  the  natural  laws  of  circulation,  is  to  increase 
the  price  of  it*  And  this  rise  is  generally 
much  higher  than  the  real  deficiency  would 
warrant.  Nothing  but  the  strictest  maximum 
Imposed  by  government  can  prevent  its  taking 
place.  Indeed,  this  effect  is  ptoduced  s6 
s6x>ngly  by  a  deficiency,  or  a  supposed  defl-i 
dency,  of  com,  that  perhaps,  in  few  oth&t 
articles,  except  some  trifling  ones  of  lukury,  1i 
this  law  of  circulation  seen  so  strikingly  ope- 
rating. This  arises  fiDm  the  greater  necessity 
df  the  article.  And  in  all  cases  of  a  deficiency 
of  grain,  for  example,  whether  real  or  imagined; 
the  cry  among  the  lower  ranks  is  for  govern- 

Essay,  vol*  i.  B.  i.  ch.  2.  p.  26.  and  pftsslm. 
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teeot  tci  ftftetfefe  with  its'  ][)Q8itite  iiii0dmmii 
a^^nst  the  operation  o^  this  nat'urid  law. 

The  ave^£^  residi  tten  of  Aiid  snpp^osed 
fiatuml  deficiency  in  subsistence  would  be  iA 
keep  tttis  species  of  article  at  a  rate!  of  oridj 
much  higher  than  a  fair  average  one.  Kd  strctt 
fesidt  does  take  place  generally ;  bnt^  as*  in  thi 
case  of  all  other  articles,  it  does  occajsionaily 
tad  partially  occur.  "  Of  this  we  have  had 
weveVaf  stvoitg  p^roofe  within  the  lasi5  twenty 
years.  -u  .  <     .      :       ^ 

W^  it,  however,  to  <ake  place  generally^ 
the  result  would  be  what  it  is  found  to  be  when 
ilj'does  actually  hkppen,'oi:'  the  reverse  of  what 
Mr.  Msdtfatis.  supposes.  The  stimulus  which  it 
created  through  the  medium  of  the  rise  in  th^ 
ipride  of  the  various  articles  of  food,  (which 
xroutd  ^e  bttretnely  high,)  would  greatly  en- 
liitge  the  income  and  capital  of  the  cultivator^ 
and  enable  his  class  tb  give  more  than  the 
fair  qust|iium  of  employment  to  others,  liicre. 
ljr(n)fo'be  a  t»i)pable  taida:icy  in  agncrulture  to 
tkUrttdt  ^^n  hands  to'it.  Thii  ttt)u)d  Ihcreasi 
Ihe  ]|*opo^  of  cifculators  withdr^wii  fr6<4 
ibe  oAwef  classes,'  aiid  by  ^agmentin^  thfe 
\>xtyeti  m>tti  them^  renA!r'  them,  of  course, 
l^orib  BXt«»isiVe  Mippfiers*  lYke"  influence  of  tb^ 
^cnMvatot^s  prices  would  ak^  be  communicated 
idi  u«ttal*tofhe prices  of  other  classes.  tThese 
Vbuld  ixDore  tban  reunburSe  themselves.  '  A 
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general  iiiqcease  in  !^J^k|ppe»t^#»4..i^^ 
would  thus  necessarily  Vc  the  resdj,,      ^   ^ 

Were  it  possible^,  accordinig;  ta^  t^  ^f^ff 
|c*^nlation^  that  aperm^peat  rise  in  Ifaejc)^ 
of  t^t  cultivator  could  take  place  ^tjii^ij^ 
producing  a  somewhat  eorr^i|pondin|^  f^.i^ 
those  of  other  classes  (fixed  aiinnitabte,,i(.^|f 
scarcely  necessary  to  obsenrei  «re  always  e^ 
cepted  here),  still  an  increase  qf  naUcytal  povf J^ 
would  not  be  the  result  to  a  distn^t  or  a 
country.  It  would  be  at  the  worst  a  jpo^ei^ 
transfer  case  with  respect  to  cksses.  «j  1j(^hat 
the  other  circulators  had  ^t  ^n  wealth  apd  tb|^ 
ineans  of  giving  employme^tj^  the  /ei{ltivj{Ltin|^ 
.]^ould  have  gained.  The  quantity  of  emploj^'-* 
meiit  and  wealth  would  have  been  at  least|^^ 
before.  But  no  such  result  can  ppssibly  ^t^li^ 
place  naturally /or  any  liwgth  of  time.  Itooula 
only  be  the  effi^ct  af  some  absurd  resti^0tion&pjf 
a  d^potic  govemipeni,  ,.  .. 

But  )f  from  th^  abundance  of  subustei^ 
the  ^rice  were  to  feQi  wonld  not.thel|g 
price  tend  to  induce  more  miEfBDh(^  ^^\ 
working  classes  at  leasts  to  poany  ? ,  T^j^ 
^ontd  have  this  effect^  provided  the  All  V^fm 
pnc^.of  this  ^eoesawgr  be  ypt  fttteqded  ^tkf 
^iimnution ,  of  employments^  or  a  £all^m  U^ 
price  of  labour.  In  th^^tter  case  the  mk  }n 
the  price  of  submstenoe  mi^t  ^ven  .operate 
s^dsf  fl^arri^/  as  ^  thp  pdremej^^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fn.     ittPU7BN0B  IN  9MCIimOM«  &78 

#te  ytar  1815.    The  vcay  afmindaQpe  of  thft 

]fnr  pra<rod  a  Muroe  of  distress  aiid  ram  to  the 

Aurmer,  and  of  itarvatkiii  to  kdbkmrert  aii4 

#ttitnk    Tills  ktfieittifofmlfmgaa^  of  tlu)^ 

^lAo  nepoited  opnceraing  the  results  of  tli^ 

|ilNUi4Hnoe  of  tfa«t  yew.     ^  THe  ikixmrin^ 

daises   aro  also  qii^  Satr^neA^"*  says  the 

'ftepOTter  for  Vtfbshfre/^  ia  4  gi:eat  aieatoie 

^W(riiig>tdi;1ie  feraidr  Mi^^  unable  to  cari^  oa 

Ji^  impf^iettkmt  wbfttcrrer :  aeitfaer  ,jioes  k 

-ai^Mai>^  that  tfaemanttfediiir^v  iirei^  &t  tdf  bene-* 

4te4  bjr  *«be  nMttatntal'  depresdlon  of  the  prioe 

oir  gtUti>  0Mpi'18l4  aad  1815,  fivt  the  ver|r 

ekveiWc^/^  :4^theIi0|K)rtei^fortlK|baDnf^ 

-t«fil4li|f  ^tokal^  of  VbHhr  expresaes  faiinaetf  stifl 

iMM  stfMgty.  ^^Hie  tnechAtticid,  ih  our  town*, 

agitev  say,  (3iAt  tho  deaiaiid  fpr  ttieir  labour  |s 

so  very  much  reduiNNf>  that '  Hbky  mimt  mahe 

-ttfe^^osf  they:^^  «r^at  is  left,  to  Ibep  them 

'«ttl^.^  *HMgr'  have  been  buying  «efl  by  pounds 

^AidoWaces^  ^eh  xiever  happened  when  &  was 

'ji^Hie  iMNSagH  er  ewH  feur'siiifiln^.a  pedr^ 

ididilliAl'fiteiid^  abdndiBDoaf r 

-~AHlii^'|Mtitt«  hf  tfc«  Wfl^r  Ami  %:ts  on.  a  hnf 

•Pefc.-^-'-         -:  ^     ■   ^ 

'^^  "  Xfeci0ra{ng46^^ 


Att* 


*  l^imei^fl  Maj^nei  Kolritebst  l&t^  (•  49t«. 
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food -as  of  otiwr' artiaUt,'  thatidMuMm'^^ 
s&Kttlmi  ^niimiugkiff  <miik»ptkat. iSnathniiittf 
powerfy  tmdpf'oiiicefJkpressioilfymldinot-uiamk^ 
mcp.  i»  dffuieM^,-*»Mt,'M9aAamhDafftio^ 
TMsJ  on  thr.  oMltmry',  fiftafu  .txta^  a«M&* 
^BBliitinnilHt,  tuid  AMeptla'toaietani^Mmtf 
^xkoAn  caaet,  iWfotwly  mtnamB  mem^ 

ifbod,  or  ■«»  afefage«nl«tBfc'Off«iWirt««ft!t»' 
lieemg  tWtt  mquiTMl  by  the  MMml-yofmlatpa*, 
^>r.  ^^bt  w  i!q«iT«l«nt,  ii  pvoptttkniiof  ffioUik* 
joHqrs  be>ond4«*«t>tbe»inw«lH)rf«f;j4«P(M«» 

^temaiMli  •w«rr'9uioh  «-^tai«g  imxlpbH -Pt^W* 

.J«.  iftjaro  bolih  4h«s  wppHtyaaiwi  -  Jiiw^^iii) 
i^rodufae  a  perpiiBttwl  ^Jltw«Wif  oM*ofm^ 

f Ini  all*  the«'*a*»i  wWk  »ape|*( ^ri)i|iil* 

itcvHie  of  the  £fUniier>  and  <»H8eq««p^.A|fc 

^aiemsiof  npnMliMilD^  t^ipkqwwnti  4li^  Mm 

as  for  86  depends  upon  hiia,  wages  witt  ^f^ 

Wg^  prl<ft«ni«y  ^WlW»  WoU©  «li»aUi «  ^mgr 
ittconie.  He  will  thus  be  able  to  crarte  laora 
einpV?Fn|eiit,,.fiod,gwe  better  priqft-  T*» 
greater  quantity  of  8i:teM|«aee»  ^^sdM  fcrnier 
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aWi;  iPll^^AMi^'ligittvA^iBcone  \ftDd  nHwriage) 
iMM^<«^  «Mitter>^il]iBfit7,  in  «he  laCtei^,  ii4il 
«|tMate itt flkrour^ JMtii.  .   '^ 

liidt  ftectiliir  iik  it,  «r  <»iwiitiilllf  regmhtlve, 
ttMiiic|(*(Mii  tUBl*  otf^  thote  <)«ber  «|ieoii8,  ov 
<li»«»-ftMft  hbf  MttiCbt  ten^eiiej^  ki  it  to-»- 
twiw  t^fowdHhaa  'popidhtiett.  <It  ^iiMnMM  i« 
pro<fadi^  Wftailh  -B^ewlf- -liie  than,  ae  Mag 
dhieiMimiUj^'mpllij^iuM'  ard  ppiie,  fmdt  ito  icK 

jftcfriitioiiiiMciit  ^MnaiA  to  Mliep  artfoIe»  i« 
pii^  dr«(MfMHBg>t0'lfK-^BBjr'8  «6«te,  on  tbo 
ii>i«|HiiH>><]ia»tbtqdtt»Bnp*ton't»thg  am^oal 
ir-ait#iiiiiliirtjf*n>U'H>rtitt»  -v  ' 

AiMV^  «»3  be-  MittfaaMty  -«*  'thM*' tfpeMting 
tittliiiil)  m'^JiMfey  Miaf  It  w^nto  iiniece«« 

l^mair  ^aoK  ^ttn  hf  way  .<tf 

MlpUfi mtHKit  'mumiittjUinii  ait><ib(ir<ibft(»* 
hrfCrW^i   i.j«)    W  Sir..:    rft/  «i..-    >->-  tiiU>i 

t3 
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tii^'  nrwiit  fiTfinrfllilii  ia  niiWi  iviIrtairM  BboiftJikA 
k^wfedfl0  Mid  induilwof  BAiiiU  MalAoMMiA 
Mi  thibfitntil^  nMiiBirttTHifttflrA  lint!  rfia  nir  rMiHi 

fliiMM  tfiiiiBMMsf  Att  ii.r€diMBdkMi#-  flMMiaflikMi  ^&Mi 

.-.  Nov  «(lp(t««i  Om  ran)  £m(  wi(yii  muM^-fftt 
litf wMi  in  Ihn  dirtrmiCMi  Fftah'iatfcL  4lwdHftfteft 


iaito  pe^iMop  than  dii«  jvtKy  «>.iiit<H<ilWllff>ttl 
flHH4>4R;frq|MrtH9»aMlllWi««|^^ 
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i»tt(H<itJW-ttf  fM«>  NigMlfa;  who  hvra  d»K  and 
Bbmiyof  lXi6  'CraHMttt^  fts*  iHsU  t#  fbf  *  tM' 

iMMt  vmmaMmt'tf  popoiacioi,  .1  >  MMk  i  iMi 
lifc  twuMwlvin'  >uatiflii|,  AiHy  0^  f»  the  nIrfA 

VBBC*       *mw   pOnMnB    09    anS    nVttflVWWM 

MglM,  it  it  1ra»/>diair'«if-«lMkr<a(%lto«nr 

nK^  cimi  f    vvv  vntT'  uui vibrant  tippiv|pcmii^  mK' 

wne  wraufiPB  ink  up'''^'*''  'ipiiK  wMUjy 


iiiifc'Hiilii- » itdtiliiiiiy  '4»^p»|irtMliii»-»'»> 
'  *  ^nnv^vpsuHMi  wnrmh  raraMMMc  i  ink 

'iiAyt^' '  Wii"tiiA  ''mH»mimHi>»t%f  tilt  .CMtt 


i,^i*llr#)|NiWlMi'-U*A» 
t4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dbwt -MHkiMbitf^  jits 

■|e9t^it^fM*w-of  .iiMwoi^  n^Mepit)  «!  fl- 
tMMW  to  fM  ems^n^f^  aad  » l«rg«r  ifiwmp! 

As  ,i]us  imayiwifKnwt  of  iiifmit«Mi>.  aiwt 
«l(rati|i$k  bec9|39«£i  ..mora  .fopik»u»  Mid  UMir 
to«^9M>ffC<n»Wi«  ii«ar«aa(i»)th«  HtgbltindfrtJMt 

dkii^yopotfiioB  4feorease»  tb^  peranw  thu^.iM^ 
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ilmm^iixmi  the  re^tfeiit  teoiitl%  tbaib  tk^'w^ 
hvf^  a»iQli.l«ss,  If  any,  «itirp)i«»#«b«iil«i4et» 

.  t  air.lMRltliiWi  HtiWiMlinriAftHlgUM^jfli 

vmair  i«  bif '  aypMt  t<».  «tot8,    OMr  ll^lar^rii 

extmdt  the  old  nmnrtiH  pf  ^fttWh  f  diOirjIiDi 
wnn^by  litigifieiitiiigitMi^  oi«ltl|»l9iify«lif  tHluiCg 

wfltftf  Hli»  Biteroi^  <i«m«iML.ytit(niiieft^^l<ii^ 

^»»p»li»ilin.»w>qne»iawt  i)i*ii»ii<Uiiwlii|iie 

■  '^riab^  caoMt  a  deyroaiten  tiy  ksseoiug  the 
1tn|pap».4»  tiiifrpireaiaiuMiRy  ^ineni,  .tfi||  pro- 
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«HMml  nr  wttteiBi,  wfaieh  tends  to  obedc  4^ 
j^Mottiil&tilMi  «f  {MipdatkNi,  uniformly  teadt,- 
iB  flir«»  it  pwww  i«Hwitif»»  t»  dwok  Hw  pro- 
preM  of  wmltb.  Aii  (fistricfe  and  oovnttiw 
iMflMir  wMlnr«  Miami  or  wtiicMoheck. 
|^fc«»tftf|al(MlERii«  ««n|ifify  «kte-    far  swBy 

Jtoljllt  ttlB  Jinrimr  -^  nr^'if^  *T ^ 

i»j  litiN^mi  Ihnair  J  wUeh  H  gives  in  obt«n»<^ 
il^!lli|ni'  laMMnes  «t  aa  eariisr  age,  readenr 
4el«  ^pMMideot  aad  ingal  ia  tfaeir 

:^^li»  sMiii*  fm,  41^  wifermlj 
irillNatiwfMtiCbody  richer. 

tiTttatw  oa  «iUi  sati^,  «Mm  KlMii  «lkailf 
•grtlrtasisf  fii«r«il»«f  ipeeal**.*  "  A«l ^  Iteft 

m^ma,  %M  Su  weionii$tg  to  u  new  meN%4 
iti—afj;  ^ttUek-if  m^imetaed  I*  prtjUM^Hom  9^ 
||#.iil«»«iMifer«tr  intela«»r'fe««fcladtlf«M 
MfiiMMIt'iNha'  ImMr  ia  a«tiMl  eirenlMiiM^ 
A-itre4MlK«ngnettlti9iMiwinehi  Aie  lacititff 
^popdttiSlb  htlibs  a«lear  prtiielple  0f  battMMft 
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book:  V. 

9bm  i^ftAdticAL  Towcs.  nfcttiewo  tM* 

3B*FECt8  OF  Tllfi  TWO  THfiomss.      •  T* 


kattt^'imv  ■■iiin  liriiiiiifii    •  <^ 


i"^'/'^- 


'^ 
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9Mt         iNCRBAAt  oi^jfonn^ffioii       ,w(^v. 

Q/jJj  O'y^  ^V   ^ 

^^^Asj^generalbealthjit  ^nMjr  oay  aauut 
of  a'donbt  whether  this  be  nuUdiiatty  -■ ' 


■-> 


and   highest   persons  in   the   thinner   states 

^heir  <kitfH|«fl<^;t»jttndaB  tO'  beaMM  iaivtti 
dlioed/  indeed  created  by  4b»  «cadtii  andb 

At  the  same  time,  b}f  ei^mttW,^  bnoiMi 
bodgr  «<  «^l  ««  aund^  t^y  vfent^'benh  iesa 

m09;t*. att itaiespf  iF(ifiiliti0iH'  4S^     vmimr 

'i,/'!   -^sumption,  ^ficc.    Sctee  «f  ^tiiei^  Me  tsvvi^iAtH 

.'4))'/i  Btructive  itt  tbe  tMinmti  aftd  some'  in  tb^  iMvt 

a»wded.9tate6.  '-llie  spyll  {look,  fi»r  cKAitiplej 

in  the  ^ly  pe<^e4aod  lew  «t{vili««fl  dirti^ 
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iBiEMfueniif  fWidntmthe  as^the^^T^tfe  HMf. 
^bitlManreipdpikMU  andeiViftBied,  it  is,  or4Aa|^ 
bc^xroriderod  eodipanMMljr  bcttMffHig. '  F«f«n 

.^eatyfa  tfactiSKA^  fid^tilki^  artdsb«tt«r  feiiSI^ 
tnots;  iSfae  tiafiiQ.  wtilefar'  it'  id  A-eatfftil^^ 

A^  thdrM«llsa<flMpcieBilllfie49^  tfM  t»MiKHI 
«m*Hi;«liiiriiiVe  unifoMilf  MmU  W'afHtaM 

•jai^lUii'K*^  i.r.    :mI  .  .1."  •>Kf.'j*r    "t«  *<»  ;  <.-i 
1  i»r'''ili^t6eiii>«^Mfyf tfvWteill?,'  Ino^w^j-fhat'  fllte 
i<liwMiiM  ii.iMli[>n>iii|aliMiiilTh  t^  tMfl1i#  m^ 

wit3r>a«ikriiaMMie^<iftiio«iiM8  M^fflb 

.itMfcimif<tthirfji»>upiid.  aMlrfCt^M-lel^tlb 
.ptOpWlfll*  'tMi«l4!liirii|>  fMM»r/'«[yi|  l^fMlr^  ^|% 

pot>iifait^,  it  «^tlwr  .■ttttkmary  <ft  wh^  fe  its 
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fit  iKcwitiMt  «t  mifcinoN     aoart^ 

imt,y^imi'j'^Si*^  Milium  tmmt^  vfm<Ak 

fl^tlw  dtstricta^tlMit  iiinre  ioibred'  pciieii^Ki^ 
k^mr9  iliiu^iiior-oftfaai?-  Are  tiiejr  tte  nuMt 
ff.^li»lMBt  |i«piil«M^    Alt  4ih»f  M*  tte  «» 

jlppppii.^  iWpimi  <if  =tlMi  iinfiitetiiii  thtii  HI 
p¥^^  iik<r^«j^  of  tm^^iaym^MH,  tad  «Hk'li 

.^k^^M— MM^^^^k^^^^^A       .^M^k^a^o^^^^l       aH.A.^M^&^>^^BB         ^S^A^   ^^^^^^^^k      ^^^^^k^B^S 

|imB^««B«  10  bt  dalirer;^«B  Mqal^  A»  prtfh 
luul  not  the  aHniiM  of  pvrebarfog'ilieiii'  lil'otee 
4yfnitii|r)  ywHwforiy  in  tiie  '■mm  apilMlve 
fasa^^miit,  Ihtm  nwwi  therefciw,  mjH  »w<y 
i»  fi)B(i,|lbp«e'irfe«  «««•  «l»l«  to  jiaj^'Ar  «l»ett, 
.<fr  lMtt«r «tt}plo9nMl  Md  rfefatr  iAteoUton:  -'' 
,, .  gSte  tkmmlaim  of  Ifr.  Adait  'MiMi  «« 
tM:ti|Mvtfi>^4f  obiMMii  III  llitf  »|<Muiii>«v 
■n  hytw  ncMi  wamyited  by  th«  iigtiiUdt. 

jltWibind  HiiMliiite  tttuMiiufc  coiiBliliiiWii»; 
^l^ile}i^me  it  an  ttMiiiin  ead^^iwlieii  attiiik 
-.^  ttJnav  flwe»  <iM  iMw  |MMf  «r  -tM  «lflh 
.|*|fyf.  AikI  E  da  boI  «IMi^  ilpaie  F-1tem 
JWP^>'^  "K^r  otny  4iMr^  -aiadry  mom 
^^l||^^  »§iilhyi*iwlrii%i;  wbA  nvmararn'madk 
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tljMyi  JUnhw     AAdbH.  is  cMtiteitlMk  i* 
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powtive  imbeciMtgr.  -'•  ^ 

!9'be>«iatMirr«Ml  fana  «f.'the  Aee  agree  u 
fOtMiBg  oot  the  saoiB  dUfti«iu»««BBltiii|f'i 
Inw7»a«d  ingtl  ipm.  The  sattoir 
Mwt  liiaHr  caat  (rf.ftt,  to  oocumm  a«ai^§r«4ti» 
Bndive  veaideiits  ef  owisfge  toWM,  tMdi  «aid» 
toi  fwMiiWj  and  the  kKNm  or  «iiM  'OHn-i 
fkiieiw  and  ooatiwr.aMAe  ctflJMi.  lUal  itaand 
in  our  ilhUik' potted  diatrielSv'  ai«  oUNt  MrHm 
ingi^  chamatolrtiuat  •£  Hwi^pmenti  9tyl09»«| 
IMfti^v  'Hk»-«niiier  odiibitiheihiieuMiAawii 
jjnUithtl  dtae««iB?.ti«  kittwr;  il.ittwi  jjiiiiailln 
Umw  ade  mtny  foqr>  ooobMmbmm 'in  tMtriM) 
feHl4ur  firattfc«hoMag'aotii«i  tilalitfV'itUB  "M^ 
iliiiw  »n»ii'iMii  <b  i»  rrttfcar  "tka  -^BagBititf ^^ 
f«nt»f«ire(V'Bad«ipa|AeKf;:M  ■:  .■  .  Mf.  ■'•-.mr 
r:  -OciMoiiidlsr,  it »  ttroe,  teniaudeteidhbyif 
onpIoymcMt  -oMised.  i>y  cci«aiii:«iimMnitaiUiM| 

had  !riah/ie«atiieft^iadiofl«hidi'l(lli<«ir.ttyto 
IMng  ttennm].-  Ih  tteia  crtwiitMigwitiK 
hNhh-ehaasejAom  a.tBo^Mgh«t3^to)oth:iM| 
iMaj  ptadaoesiiHyanmiB  afiMMi  iitttuhi  giMO . 
^%sq^aBd9ini«iiat:.<Bihi[toihib^thfalyi  yiiplii 
and  pofwloos  ditfeiets  p«iat  omt  a itoa)  iaiilMf 
a^  «f  Imng  as  a  hiadiir§  ■■uae.i»thhiiai«wv 
widlmnuy  and  a aapeiAaviis  tise  of  food'luM. 
ii^iorg,  B  ieadisg  cttaie  in  the  %M«sr. ,  'fH^ 
inariNe  host  of  nervou*  driers,  as  the^t^tfh 
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called  hk  the  maas^  some  of  whieb  mm  scwoely 
known  to  our  ancestors  in  the  thinljr^peopkd 
times,  and  whieh  keeps  iiRsreafflnf  in  onr  more 
pc^ulous  towns;  and  disttieis,  is  both  prooC 
aadcopaiBideof  the  vast  and  uaiversal  kiflneDoe 
oi  an  iftteaiperate  u^  oi  foods.  They  may  be 
aaUed  the  diseaMS  of  luxury. 

Mr.  Gray's  general  observations  on  Hm 
gabject  seem  fally  wanmnted  ^'  Mwfa  haa 
been'  sakl  b^^  theorists  of  the  depopulating;* 
efieets  of  aithwiffieiency  of  subnstmce.  fiu^ 
what  is  the  oreal  &ct  ?  If  we  exciode  fiimiaes^ 
cMier.  produced  by  the  seasons,  or  die  viUao^l 
of  men,  the  number  tlntt  dies  fifom  aikinsaft* 
iMBt  quantity  of  food  is  but  triflfaig.  Perfaaps 
in  the  whale  extent  of  Oneat  Brkmn  mot  %wm 
hundred  die  ^  actual  starvation  in  a^  f6»i 
and  perhaps  not  >«iro  thonsand  have-tfieir  'lives 
Aortmad  by  an  insuffieieneyci  food.  What 
iidilis  cffi^  on  popi^tion  to  what  is  praduoaifc 
teitbyasapeHluitifr  ?JBeaidestbe.tkfaBanid%* 
tiiat  are  anaiaaQy  pceveiited  frami.  oomkg  hitoK 
earistfiipe  by^  dia  deieenndatiki^  iwiaenocnofi 
abmidaiMse/ bow  many  thousands/ aMiatty  im 
CMvytyaaff. fifom  it^  and-*'liow*.aimay  tens- oft 
ttafaiands  teuretheTnadund  extent  ef  ^bdr  liMS! 
diortededby  its  slow  peiiett^r 

•if--  ...  .      •      -  I     r         . 
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CHAPTER  11. 

THB  RB8ULT  OF  BAlfLY  MARRIA^K^   il»  W 
▼HTrtJll. 

X«E  i»aiiii(«inei*  «f  tibe  aatipc^nbut^n  tbtw;]^ 
liftw.  ^  late  0Q»tMdwi^  that .  goTemmwt 
^Ittgl^  tq  oheok»  inatead  <^  eocimmgmg  a.mt^ 
tipaal  jumotifle  <^  early  aiarriagc.  This  doo« 
(vine  liM  SUA  mth  idimttom  amoiif  our  ootvataf 
9UjiAkiQ«n,  justices  and  «iafpstffate9«  It  hM, 
timfofH^  beooma  a  matter  of  tenoas  pmetical 
infortanoe  tea  aetartafai  kov  far  U  is  wett 
fiwaited;  vmd  to  settle  the  qoeftiiio^  wh^tbm' 

.  It  will  te  iiaaeflaaffy,  ill  the  diacMsion  of  thia 
fKMrtJkw^  ip  iMtituta  ar  compariaon  hatwoeai 
«ai^  mi  lala  aMrriage,  m  to  thair  ganeaal 
itMiita  talk  mAm^  wMi  fiapaot  «a  the  thna 

ia  ftroay  teA  woUb  ia  tfia  yaint,  od  vhiob  tlie 
<iipolw<t%rf  aariy  marriage  raat  th^r  capw; 
hnt  thi  othey  pcanta  are  of  toore  vital  impovfr- 
unoe*  The  sotaid  aftitiaticimi  wiU  adiwty  that 
tbov^  efMrly  marriag;e  {uromotad  the  inoreaae 
of  weaMi,  if  H  tended  to  ii^iiTO  maiaUty,  it 
am^  to  be  oheel^d. 
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'B«t  witfa  reqieotto  virtue  there  cm  sctre^ 
be  a  qoeMion  as  to  the  inflneiioe  of  earty  mar^ 
liage.  It  is  as  fevonrable  to  the  progreis  of 
every  sort  of  virtue^  as  late  marriage  is  unfo-» 
vourable  to  it. 

The  habits  naturally,  if  not  necessarily^ 
arising  from  marriage^  and  the  prospect  and 
cares  of  a  family^  particnlady  among  yonng 
people^  are  all  in  favour  of  morality.  It  begets 
prudence^  (which  alone  is  the  source  of  almost 
every  virtue,)  temperance,  correctness  of  man- 
ders,  and'  a  due  attention  towards  piVMMidting 
Mir  fittitte  progreM  by  industry,  diligeiie0> 
iteadiness  and  frtigattty .  It  eberishes  Mend^ 
Kness,  sympathy  for  #tliA«,  hetieftAmdt  ttttd 
€ven  generosity. 

On  the  other  handy  the  habitcr  ttMuraDf 
arising  Stom  bacbelordoftt  are  ^fety  much  tiM 
reverse  of  all  these.  It  gives  rise  to  fieentious^ 
fles»  in  Idve,  with  alt  Hie  vices  which  spring 
ftofli  thift  fertfle  source  «f  dissipA^u  aad  ifti^ 
ttiorality ;  to  krc^^ulatffty,  uasCeMlifeeslp,  terom 
Met  Mmuers ;  and  uaieis  wlieif  tlie  h«dM*/i 
mind  1mm  a  predispositioii^to  a^  immmt  «eUM^ 
MM,  to- imprudence  in  all  it»  Ibnoa  ttd  kMi 
itt  iM  bad  eoncomitdntis^ 

It  may  be  &irly  afflfioedi  4hal  the  MFlfef 
Hke  eoinmoft  period  of  natftylng  i«  i«  a  aaiion, 
Hhe  tttora  Mkdy  is  that  nation  to  be  VlrtttMl^ 
aad  prodeat,  and  «^  be  eon««l  ia  its  illiiiim 
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aiidthe  later  •tte  period^-  tile  iiKnre|;caieraUy  wilf 
idce^  Kcentioufiness,  extrayagaoce  and  impard 
maimers  prevail. 


wita 


CHAPTER  m. 


fHB   REStLT  O^  EA^Y   MARRUGE;  Xs  TO 
<IAPPtNBS^. 


as  inereasfe  qf  m^ul&tioD  may  be  fcbe.gr^j 
ideed  the  soK  orf^al  cause  of  theipertaaHenl 


indeed  1 

increase  of  wealth ;  and  yet  the  question  whe« 

tber  government  should  encourage  early  mar-i 

riage  may  not  be  immediately  an^ored  in  the 

affirmative.  "  For  it  may  be  favourable  to  a 

nation's  wealthy  and  yet  injurious  to  a  .nation's 

happiness; 

Ifi  for  ^ampte^  the  rei^ult  Of  early  marrii^^ 
a  rapid  incresfie  of  population,  should  deprive  '  ^>^ 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of  a  due  quantity 
of  food  and  comforts,  the  greater  wealth  arising 
from  it  would  not  be  suffici^t  to  justify  the 
encouraging  such  a  national  practice.  Hap- 
piness, and  not  wealth,  is  the  genuine  object  of 
a  wise  nation's  measures. 

A  greater  amount  of  wealth  cannot  always 
create  a  greater  amount  even  of  the  super-' 
ildtieB  of  Ufci  and  we  can  conceive  circum-* 
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Stances,  when  wealth  cannot  procure  a  due 
quantity  of  food.  The  former  may  be  dis- 
pensed with  occasionally  without  much  injury 
to  the  happiness  of  individuals ;  but  the  latter 
are  as  indispensably  necessary  to  happiness,  as 
to  existence.  Wealth  can  procure  cora,  meat, 
and  water,  when  the  means  of  producing  these 
are  supplied  by  nature,  but  no  amount  of  wealth 
can  create  the  least  additional  particle  of  these, 
unless  those  means  are  in  its  power. 

This  is  ftiUy  admitted.  But  while  the 
means  of  additional  subsistence  are  supplied 
t)y  nature^  and  this  will  be  the  fact  until  those 
0>ean8  in  store  are  fiilly  exhausted  by  popular 
tion,  if  ever  such  a  period  shall  arrive,  the 
greater  the  average  amount  of  wealth,  as  it  has 
been  amply  shown,  the  more  will  circulators  of  ^  /  ^, 
all  ranks  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  full  and  steady  l^-  r^^ 
supply  of  the  various  kinds  of  food,  whether 
necessary  or  luxurious. 

In  comparing  matrimony  with  the  single 
State  as  to  happiness,  a  family  forms  the  most 
prominent  object  of  consideration. 

A  family  is  one  of  the  leading  means  of 
human  happiness.  In  this  point  of  view  chil- 
dren are  certainly  regarded  by  the  great  mass 
<^  mankind. 

The  expense  created  by  them  to  a  circiv* 
-l^tor  is  not  a  drawback  upon  his  happiness^ 
but  the  medium  of  a  solid  addition  to  it^  like 
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any  of  the  other  real  sources  of  enjoymeiit. 
Wtat  the  bachelor  expends  on  himaelf,  we 
ffaidl  snppose  in  supei^fluitleB  of  enkiiig  and 
clothing,  and  perhaps  on  some  impure  con- 
nexion^ the  husband  expends  in  feeding  hoA 
clothing  his  children.  B<tt  is  the  latter  more 
unhappy  becans^e  he  shares  his  income  "vrith  a 
wife  and  family }  The  very  act  of  sharing  ^th 
them  produces  enjoyment,  which  no  selfish 
gratification  could  afford  him.  When  he  kokB 
round  his  table  and  sees  his  wife  and  little  fblka 
eating  the  eammgs  of  his  labours,  what  thongh 
his  fiEire  should  be  a  little  hbmtetber^  but  ^rm 
this  is  not  always  the  case?  Does  he  not 
receive  infinitely  more  pleasure  from  beholding 
the  enjoyment  of  the  party,  and  eonsiderif^ 
himself  the  author  of  it^  than  he  could  feam 
some  Etaperfluities^  whicJi^  in  most  cases,  would 
only  tend  to  vitiate  his  stomach,  and  render 
him  less  capable  of  enjoying  the  pleasures  oS  Ibe 
table  ?  Does  he  not,  to  use  the  expression,  eat 
with  so  many  months  ?  What  has  the  solitary 
bachelor  to  bring  into  comparison  with  tlys? 
Or  does  not  the  husband  receive  much  more 
teal  pleasure  from  seeing  his  wife  and  cfattdrea 
dressed  tadily  from  his  labours,  than  he  ooidd 
from  having  a  superfluity  of  fine  clothes  hiai^ 
self?  A  &nuly  is,  in  fact,  in  a  great  iMJority 
of  cases,  a  mean  of  multipiyifig  a  wfiSki  ha|h 
idnesi. 
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True,  a  family  is  also  a  source  of  anxiety 

and  many  cares ;  but  these  are  all  of  such  a 

nature,  as,  by  creating  an  intense  interest,  to 

^ve  a  keener  ^g^aaqy  to  eiistence.    It  has 

be^n  observed^  that  if  matrimony  has  many 

fcares,  baehelordom  has  few  pleasures.    At  any 

rate,  if  we  take  in  all  the  peculiar  advantages 

aii4  disadyantages  of  the  married  and  single 

«tate,  is  the  latter,  ei^en  oa  th^  whojiei  pr»ler*^ 

^Mbkc^    liCt  us  look  roijmd  awoi^  the  i^ariotts 

4?jti(ippfl>  aad  do  we  find  that  tim  stiif  le  eitbftr 

•eem  Imi^pier  thtm  the  married,  or  have   a 

ibnder  regard  for  life?    it  has  hten  remarked, 

that  ithe  grimier  mmi^^  of-  suicides  ttr^  ba^ 

^^f^ehr^*      jfuyi  it  is  sfoted,  that  during,  the 

,Mvoli#Q|nary  tines  iastances  qf  mictde  multtr 

.y^ed    m   KraiMX^  as    lAarripge  beoaope.  less 

.COIB9IPO* 

But  I  forbear  at  preseat  from  g<Miig  itito  a 

nore  nwMite  aomp^soft  of  the  mariied  and 

.iUDgte  states  m.  point   of  happiness,  as  our 

opppn^pts  of  early  marriage  do  tiot.ol^eot  to  it 

<HEi  thU  groupd.    I  htUffftt^  sach  te  the  ki6tinot 

of  our  aatuie,  mA  suoh  (be  general  prospects 

helii  out  hy.Sh^  siflj^raifd  taarried  states,  that 

jff^  fliers^  wir  rOMm^iMm^fe,  but  either  from  a 

.g^QuJigfCify fg^' temp^^  «  bad  condition  ^  health, 

4m  4fmw^  imji0dkM9t  that  privetds  hUn  or  Aer 

from  choosing  wh$d  seems  the  best  gnd  most 

mtmxtl  chgioe. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

TBE  RESUUr  OF  EARLY  MARRIAGE,  AS  t6 
WEALTH.  ^ 

From  the  points,  virtue  and  happiness,  we  ttow 
proceed  to  the  comparison  between  ^rly  and 
late  marriage,  with  respect  to  what  I  fear  too 
many  redcon  the  nK^t  important  considemtiMi 
of  all,  or  wealth.  It  is  this  on  wMch  our 
soi»i8teifce  theorists  lay  so  much  stress.* 

It  has  been  argued  hySk  James  Stetert, 
Mr.  Arthur  Young,  Mr.  Malthus  and  odiers, 
wiroseem  unfriendly  to  the  increase  of  papula-- 
tion,tbiU;  early  marriage  tends  to  render  thb 
individual  poorer,  and  to  increase  the  evils  ari»- 
iug  from  want  among  families. 

Were  it  eveii  the  £aet,  that  indkiduals  were 
rendered  poorer^  while  the  oommunifty  was  ven^ 
dered  richer  by  the  results  of  eafAy  marriage^ 
iir  the  lattap  propositicn  ha^been  so  oompletl^ 
demonstrated,  that  I  eonsider  it  iti  the  ligdt'ftf 
Jan  taadooi.  in  statifi^os,  stifl  it  'wmM  be  w«l6  ^ln 
govertimrat,  whidi  acts  rather  ftn*  the  •ooMiu 
muttity  than  the  individual,  to  eneoorago^  Mlpfy* 
marriage  as  tencttng  to  enrkh  the  great  boAy 
of  the  people.  *  i.*,\^ 

It  should  be  attended  to  here^  that^  wMi 
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ra^eot  to  particiilar  results,  we  arc  tW  very 
liid>le  to  be  deceived  from  viewing  them  par« 
tially,  Or  firom  not  being  aware  of,  or  taking 
into  coD^eration  the  whole  of  the  influences 
prodtkrttig  tbfem  and  springing  from  thcni,  Bttt 
with  respect  to  general  results,  the  candid  sta- 
tisticiaa  cannot  well  mistake.  The  varions 
cAeta  aridiig  from  the  stimulating  inflnences^ 
oMreoted  by  the  counteracting,  in  all  their 
exteat,  jire  here  seen  upon  so  large  a  scale 
Md  hi  io  distinct  a  naanner,  that  he  has  only 
to  look  tdbout  honestly,  and  decide  impaitially, 
to  be  right.  If  therefore  he  find  afay  particulsbr 
rsroll  4AM  mtm»  to  be  at  variance  with  t)fe 
jgraeral,  he  Hritt  be  dispMed  to  look  on  it  as  \ 
dotibcfiil  oese,  -and  t»  endeavour  to  'reconcile 
tiie  former  tothe  latter.  He  will  not  aUow  the 
csbeplloato  eeme  in  the  place  of  the  geqcrdl 
.rule- 

NoMr  howis  it  possible,  according  to  the 
arrangemettts-of  natmrk,  and  the  laws  of  sta- 
tifltiot  arising  out  of  them,  that  eariy  mai"-- 
liBge^  Which,  by  iucreashig  popuktbn,  tendv 
ofceMbify  to  folder  the  great  mass  of  the 
eWMMttityrioher^  sfaoald  render  the  individuals 
uiifornily,  or  even  generally  poorer?  TRio 
opiaioa  of  these  enemies  to  early  marriage 
^^gSpJike  aD  the  other  notions  of  the  6ub« 
siiMeiice  theory,  from  taking  only  a  partial,  as 
wA  M  a  very  superficial^  view  of  tiie  subject 
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.Ttigirwmmm$  k  unked  arithwitioaUjr  anct 
cm  their  partial  view. 

If  a  man  reorive  the  same  wag»  as. a  ba- 
chdor^  wfaiob  aootiber  reomvea  as  the  father  «f 
fire  yomg  chitdrea,  or  if^  agfaa,  a  MM  and 
wvaaa  marry  at  an  age  when  en  ar  eight  dlil- 
drm  vili  very  likely  be  the  jpeaikioe  of  tb^ 
Qoioii,  while  aaother  pair  coueea  ^|6ther  «l  a 
period  irben  that  produce  will  amoaqt  to/oaly 
thrfe  or  four,  wlule  both  pmi«  Daeeift  )tJie 
Mfne  wm^^^  I  admit  the  result  will  bageiieniUy 
as  th^  say.  I  agree  with  Mr^  M^lthiK^  and 
.  ail  the  other  ^olaimers  agfuast  .ear^y  i^arriage 
at  present^  whether  among  our  politioid  momo^ 
viists  or  oar  conatry  jasUoeiy  .thMt  4heffe  is 
aothiag  more  eertaia  io  £)i«^#  or.  okttillt  in 
Cocker,  thaa  that,  cagletk  jforUms^  ttaa  t»- 
cbdor  will  be  richer  than  the  fiAtbtr  wjitb  %w 
children;  and  that  the  early  marryiDg.jfair, 
with  a  family  of  eigfal>  will  be  poorer  tbfM  the 
late  iqanying  !p^  with  fmv.  But^  the  fttaftuh 
timan  will  perceiv«v  that  .ttus  >is  a  vvy  iiafier- 
Jfct^statemeot  of  the  eaae^  mid  thftt  a  madi 
.iBore  eompreheaaive  view  is  to  be  takea  of  the 
aidoj^eot  tbao  either  these  eeonoMMts  orjutlk^as 
af]^»ear  to  dream  of,  before  he  caa  dewit  ipoo 
theqiwilion.  He  will  a prkm  be  disposed  to 
eoi^edlare^  that  however  aiupb  (Jbe  iwub^of  itbe 
doctrines  of  theorists  aiay  be  at  vaHaaea^iath 
themselves^  the  various  results  of  *aaliir4:'ViU 
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ke  fiMwd  not  wi^radiclMjr,  IniI  ptflntfy  bar- 
iiiODioa& 

Iti  this  view  is  left  out  tbe  eMential  dremn- 
Btaoofi  tbe  wealtii-prodttcinp  iafioeiioe  of  Hie 
ifioiiease  of  popalatioo*  Tbe  onifonH  resist'  0£ 
this  is  to  place  the  gttsA  body  <rf  emvhtomm 
m  b^ter  ooiuUlioa  tham  before.  But  hm  cm 
llm  resist  take  plaee  exeept  ttom  a  feBeml 
practioe  of  early  marriage?  Were  popolatiQii 
to  decrease^  or  even  to  remaiii  statmaty,  "by 
the  geoeibl  adoptkni  of  a  later  period  of 'var* 
rying,  the  married  pairs  wovkl  have  fewer  ebiU 
^ren^  on  the  average^  but  tbey  would  liave 
M  more  than  proportionately  sinaller  amomt 
of  exchangeable  weidth  to  imuntdn  dunn. 
"  Tbo  means  of  employmeMti  and  coweqwirtly  of 
income  would  be  less  extensive.  Besida^  the 
rate  of  wages  would  be  inferior^  for  thin  rate 
depends  on  the  wants  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
cireulators  in  the  various  dtassjps.  And  theqe 
wants  wiU  be  iaorsased  by  im  avcn^  iMgv 
number  of  ^Hdrai  among  the  ckculators* 
Tbe  expenses  of  a  feftily  form  a  neeessary  pnt 
in  the  charges^  ft  c^es*  And  tiie  more  wuno- 
rouB  1^  fhm%9  the  higher  on  the  avwi^  will 
te  the  charge. 

It  is  tnie»thBtiif  a  cireiilatorhgs a.niuiber 
of  tohiUvni  beyondtho  f^^^ovagi^  he  will>  €mtmi 
pmikm,  he  wocse  otf  from  this  mmmntbmw* 
Howltt  rMeift  only  the  awrage  mto^  aimgrn 
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w  profits/ Md  IJe  has  moreftban  an  average 
deraand  on  him  for  hoiisekeeping.  Many  cases 
of  tbte  kind  mmtoccur constantly  in  all  classes. 
Btat  wWi  respect  to  the  community  it  is  at 
wdrst  only  a  transfer  case.  The  fkther  may  be 
l^icidbed  or  hare  less  in  his  power  to  save^  but 
the  Wher  circulators  are  not  the  worse  for  this. 
The  fliriticr,  dothler,  &c.  have  at  least  the  same 
amount  of  employment  from  bim^  as  from 
others,  or  as  flrom  himself  when  his  family  was 
SflMtller,  though  the  amo«nt  is  divided  among 

•  a  lar'ger  number  in  his  hous^. 

»'ni©re  is,  however,  dso  to  be  added  to  this, 

that  th^se  extra  additional  circulators  neces-* 

sftrily  at  length  create  additional  stimulus,  and 

*tbo6  ^illhnately  augttient  the  average  amount  of 

*  employment. 

*  B«it  besides,  the  mork  rapidly  population 
•♦ficpeasefe,  the  greater  is  the  average  demand 
for  hands.  In  all  <Ustriots  that  are  populous, 
<ir  Itt  wllteh  population  increases^  the  means  of 
emf^lbying  young  persons  are  more  extensive, 
itabk'  tn  *  thinner  peopled  districts,  or  those 
-Msrt^  popvilation  is  stationary,  and  still  more 
-where  it  is  decreasing.  In  very  thin  districts 
children  can  scarcely  be  employed  at  all.  In 
'^^ei^f  i^irowtied  districts  there  is  a  demand  for 
^hem  in  one  mode  or  another,  as  soon  as  they 
eaa  do  Wiy  thing.  In  the  former,  large  fami* 
m«i  Of  childndn  gre  a  btirdeD  to  the  circutefcto»»; 
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m  tlfe  latt^9  thfcy  incteaie  the  iMone^  tof  4bp. 
femily.  In  these  pos>iil0us  diatrieta  prodMii 
jMtrents  eonsider  chUdren  as  a  souice.of  .mdtiiif 
Indeed  one. of.  the  erils  of  a  crowded  pojMifaif; 
tion  is  its  tendency  to  emi^oy  cluldrea  toa  eaaiift 
either  for  health  orfor  virtoe.  In  great  to^fmi 
alid  crowtled  districts^  i^e  find  chUdren  of  the 
lower  ranks  regnlarly  employed  jat  fite.  or  aixi 
years  of  dge* 

On  a  survey  of  sdl  da8ais>  are  tkemmrnedt 
member f,  on  the  u^Ao/e^  p0orer  P  I  conteive  tim: . 
wverse  will  be  Ibuwl  to  be  the  average  foenlt^ 
Indeed  the  pin&cltet habits,  whiob.mamageand 
a  family  are  escalated  so  strongly  to  qreatei* 
render  this  result  almoM  certain. 

A  lady  who  lives  m  the  subnrfas  af'Lcndoo^ 
noticed  to  me  the  case  of  two  jobbing  gaMeners^* 
whom  she  occasionalty.  employed^  Th^weroC 
b6th  married,  but  the  one  had^  I  thiidc,.,fire> 
efaildren,  and  the  other  none.  ,  The  fatlker  was. 
At  all  times  decent^  clothed : this  eott^fe  wmy 
to  we  her  expression,  quitie  a  ptctoneof  el0«»t* 
Bness,.  comfort  aad  plentyi  W»  wifei  aad  ohit* . 
dren  came  to  ohnreh  dsessed  as  tidily  ^afr'  any" 
of  their  rank  id  the  parish*  Ail  'aboiit  tkim 
man  bore  the  jnarks  of  a  degree  of  afflueocea 
The  other  seemed  to  be  alike  indoslritfiiSf  luub 
Deceived  the  same  vrdgoi  for  his  Jahom*;  yet 
himself,  his^  wife  and  Ins  house,  prfadeAfediM 
ptcture.  <^ite  the^  reve»e  ctf  the  forflMr.  ,«'fitor 
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wit  flhf^s  in  ragv  hkiiwtf :  fait  wdk  ehni  bis 
Ttalfli  wtie  ecpMiMy  mrtidy^  dtttjr^  and  shabby** 
kokteg*  Nar  was  there  any  iqipraraace  of 
faa«l  lifiiig  ta  aeeoimt  for  tbis*  All  aboat  hint 
ncoiad  ^pawrty^gtradc^  atid  exhibited  the 
taakM  cf  starvation  and  distresisr*  ThiB  e<m^ 
«Mit  wifi  bring  many  rimilar  <mtB  to  tba  recoil 
laetiimofwaUw 

If  early  marriage  were  calcalated  to  pro-> 
dQM  pawrty  among  indifi^ualsy  how  ia  tbe 
gvttiter  avarage  wealth  of  a  <$otonratiityy  wfaieb 
mxat»mlf^  witboot  an  esGceplfion,  springs  from 
the  iocnase  of  population  and  a  tbtekerrate 
of  it^  produeed?  Suppose  a  district  contaiimig' 
me  niHfion  of  individuals^  that  ^Hfvided  say  six: 
•nttMs  sterling)  or  on  aa  a^wrage  siit  pounds 
each^  should  hare  its  population  increased  at 
kiiglli  to  twa  miMions>  and  that  it  b0#  divided 
jburteeaniliioaB^  or  seveu  pounds  each:  boW^  to 
it  posriMe  tteit  this  could  happen,  unkM  tfai^ 
gnat  mass  sf  fkmtlies  on  an  average  Hh^Ufiert' 
move  than  in  tibe  former  case?  Excep$oua>to* 
afi  dasMs  wvuld  exkt  in  die  latter  state  of 
psputotiou  as  in  the  former  case;  butthegmot 
OMm  of  aH  ^Isssss  would  be  better  off  in  tbn 
btter.  Their  incomes  must  of  uecossity  be  oit 
the  wMmgp  latgen 

^':lf  in  tbe  Highlands  of  Scotland,**  ss^* 
Mn  liftltbus,  ^  for  the  nact  ten  or  tweivu 
years,  tk»  mandages  iMre  to  be  ather  moru: 
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vere  u^  tsike  plcK^^  instead  of  five  ta  j 
tiawere  might;  be  seven ;  aad  Ibis^  ftdiled  to  tii* 
necessity  of  worse  living^,  would  endentlf  ham 
^  most  uQ&yound^.  effect  on  the  health  of  the^ 
«90inioii  people  *.**  .  y 

Qere^  m  ornal,  be  leaves  out  of  ttti-^ottsU 
deration  the  inerease  of  empioymenl;  and  ci 
vealtti^  which  U  ttoiformly  derived  fronr  an* 
aacuwabukm  of  i>opulatimi.  In  these  wrf 
Ili£hlA<id»  I  have  seen  of  late,  ia  my  toors^  tiw 
9i}at  pkaang  answer  g^ven  to  su<^  tbeoreticafc 
fiii^ies  by  actual  &ets.  lo  proportioii  as  popib* 
Ifitioa  is  aceuninl^ing  there>  that  poverty^  which 
19  the  result  oi  the  deficanaoy  of  enploymmia 
spria^pg  from  Ainness  of  pop«latk>ii|  is  ^tioff. 
way* 

.  The  tidy  eptt^fea  of  the  Hightend  peaaairti 
aad  the  hotter  clothii^  of  their  diildseiii  wbicii 
ave  eoirtrasted  .mth  the.wvetehed  hm^  of 
either  day9#  out  of  which  I  hare  see»  ten.ori^ 
^zaii  ftitidy  but  idle  children  swarm,,  m  theta 
Mratltt  whetoa  popolaltioo  ie  iMrtaahi^,  :sfaoiK 
n^iftt  populatieA  can  do  wen  amid  h^atl^ 
mountains !  It  is  €migmi&oms  that  ki»e|^  th«» 
iKava  mountaineers  uwenifAay^.  ai^  In 

those  districts,  where  peculation  ia  making  m^ 
aocwmteHosi,  tbeseeidaiits,  Ult  &0m  beiqg  ren- 
i,      .  t         .  ,  .      '     .  i 

i     J        ^^Eiiayi  ^ilL  Bt.)L  ckJS«.p.ia8.*.    .i..**v 
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tferied  poofer  or  more  idle  by  it,  BJtt  getting 
more  *•  employment  and  reaching  a  better  in-' 
com^  and  the  cottage  is  gradually  e^jjeliingi^ 
the  hova, 

'  The  Highland  children  have  been  ehargted 
with  an  inveterate  disposition  to  Idleness/  bttt 
eh  what  grbnrid?  ThQr  dlrfe  idle/because,  from 
ttie  thinness  of  the  population  and  the  6oni^ 
qnent  smallness  of  its  wants,  they  hav6  not  the 
means  of  employment.  When  thefy  descend  to 
thdiOWlands,  they  are  found  to  be  active^  ill-* 
du9trioii!S  and  enterprising.  But  brouglit  upin' 
the  filth  and  sloth  of  a  wretched  hovel,  with 
no  profitable  mode  of  employment  to  tempt 
them  to  exert  themselves,  or  employed  chiefly 
in  the  very  idle  trade  of  tending  $heep  or 
cattle,  and  trasting  to  their  dogs,  it  is  no  won-^ 
dfer  they^  become  ih  a  nidntier  torpid,  in  spite 
of  all  their  native  fire.  But  as  population  ac-^' 
cumulates,  and  emrploytnerit  is  varied,  thesvf 
indolent  habits  are  shaken  off  eteii  amid  theii" 
own  straths  atfd  glens;  and  a^  it  continues  to 
accumulate  tfarou^out  Vbese^  emigfoticto  w!l^ 
abate, '  atid  their  activity  and  comforts  will  ii-«^ 
creasle  id  a  corresponding  proportion! 

The  notions  of  the  opponents  of  early  matr^ 
rlageare  founded  on  similar  partial  views,  a*- 
the  imaginations  of  the  mnltitude  inspecting 
low  prices.  Ask  any  individual  of  that  mass, 
and  he  will  tell  yoil,  thai  the  prices  Of  his  own 
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class  are  rather  too  low,  but  he  will  insinuate 
that  the  prices  of  other  classes  are  too  high. 
He  does  not  take  into  his  view  that  he  is 
spelling  here  as  a  buyer  only.  It  would  no 
Joubt  be  better  for  him  and  his  class  to  have 
tbeir  rate  of  prices  high,  and  the  rate  of  all 
other  classes  low ;  but  in  such  a  case  how  is  he 
to  get  paid  ?  How  can  the  other  classes  con- 
tinue to  employ  his,  unless  they  charge  at  a 
corresponding  rate  ?  In  fact,  unless  their  ave- 
rage prices  be  high,  his  cannot  be  high.  The 
price  of  every  class  must  rise  or  sink  ultimately 
to  the  level  of  the  rates  of  other  classes. 

Our  antipopulationists  argue  in  a  similar 
paitial  manner  with  respect  to  married  pairs, 
and  the  circulators  who  live  single.  They  do 
not  consider  the  subject  completely  round  its 
circle.  They  claim  the  advantage  of  the 
^€:t;  but  they  reject,  or  seem  disposed  to 
weaken  the  cause.  Civieris  paribuSy  no  doubt 
the  single  person  would  be  richer  than  the  mar- 
ried man  with  a  family.  But  families  are  the 
grand  source  of  employment  and  wealth ;  and 
the  larger  the  avei-age  of  their  numbers  indivi- 
dually, the  more  copious  is  this  source.  How 
then  could  even  single  persons  obtain  the  same 
quantity  of  employment^  or  enjoy  the  same  means 
nf  accumulating  wealthy  from  a  diminished 
source  of  both;  that  is,  from  a  smaller  average 
rate  of  number  per  family  ? 

X 


Digitized  by 


Google 


306       EARLY  MARIUAGJS9  AS  TO  WEALTH.     BOOK  V. 

Such  a  result  is  iropossiblc ;  aod  the  coo-^ 
trary  is  uniformly  the  real  one*  Though  indi* 
tidual  married  pairsi>  from  baring  families  her 
yond  the  average  genei^ly  charged  fer^  may  be 
occasionally  made  poorer,  yet  the  actual  result 
of  the  larger  average  of  the  number  of  a  family, 
is  a  gi*eater  average  amount  of  employment  and. 
^  wealth  to  the  mass  of  individual  families,  as  tos 
the  community  at  large. 

In  this  case,  when  the  subiject  is  properly 
analyzed,  we  see,  as  usual,  the  benevolence  of 
nature^s  arrangements.  In  proportion  as  the 
classes  are  poorer  and  more  populous,  the 
community  depends  more  upon  the  increase  of 
their  numbei-s.  They  produce  more  children 
per  family  on  the  average,  but,  of  themselves^ 
they  ai-e  less  able  to  maintain  them.  And  to 
these  classes,  children,  from  the  abundance 
and  variety  of  employment  presented  to  them 
by  populousness  and  the  increase  of  population^ 
prove  a  source  of  additional  income.  As,  again, 
the  classes  grow  less  populous  and  richer,  from, 
the  temper  of  the  classes,  their  children^ 
though  less  numerous  per  family,  become  more 
of  the  transfer  description  of  circulators,  par- 
ticularly the  females.  They  are  drawbacks  on 
•  their  parents'  income,  and  very  generally  take 
from  it,  but  seldom  choose  to  put  themselves  in 
the  way  of  adding  to  it,  like  those  of  the  lower 
ranks.    Whatever  our  subsistence  theorists,  or 
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the  eneAiieg  <tf  early  mumage  may  imagine^  the 
more  populous  the  soeiety  and  the  more  rapid 
the. increase  of  population^  the  more  generally 
will  tbe  old  English  6a3ri0g  be  still,  and  ever, 
fofiiid  to  be  just;  that,  |^'  children  be  the  rich 
man^s  paperfyf  thty  are  the  poor  manCs  wealth. 


CHAPTER    V. 


SHOOUI    A    OOEfBKNMfiNT   ENCXHJRAOB    OR  CHBCK 
fiAHLT  MAIIr1aO£  AMONG   ITS   PBQPLB  ? 

Certain  objects  Jhave  more  weight  with  go- 
vernment, than  with  individuals.  In  consider- 
ing, the  question^  whether  it  jshould  encourage 
«aviy  amrnage  or  not,  it  will  reckop  the  addi- 
tional strength  gained  by  a  country,  to  main- 
tain its  rights  against  its  neighbours,  as  well  as 
the  adcbtioa  to  its  respectability  and  influence 
by  the  iBcrease  of  its  people,  as  very  strong  argu- 
mesat»  on  the  side  of  cherishing  the  grand  source 
of  that  increase.  The  influence,  which  the  in- 
crease of  population  Jias  in  rendering  the  whole 
mass  more  civilised  and,  of  course,  more  frieiKi- 
ly  to  internal  tranqmllity,  and  more  submissive 
to  the  audiority  of  law,  wiU  afibrd  it  another 
powerfol  argument  on  the  same  side.  If  to  all 
thisbo^4edj  thai;  the  increase  9f  population 
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h  the  original  source  of  the  permanent  increase 
of  Wealth,  that  it  is  continnally  creating  a 
larger  average  ftidonnt  of  eiYiployment  and 
income  among  all  classes,  that  it  renders  the 
various  supplies  required  by  society  more  steady; 
regular  and  certain,  and  by  all  these  effects  puts 
a  greater  amount  of  the  means  of  happiness  in 
the  power  of  all  ranks^  (whether  they  improve 
or  neglect  tliese,)  the  answer  to  the  question 
proposed  must  be  instantly  given  in  the  affirm- 
ative. To  check  early  marriage,  or  diminish 
the  source  of  so  many  of  the  means  of  happi* 
ness,  as  some  have  proposed,  would  show  the 
height  of  folly,  as  to  promote  it  is  a  measure  of 
the  soundest  practical  wisdom. 

To  encourage  early  marriage  is  useful  in  a 
farther  point  of  vieW^  It  weakens  the  injurious 
competition  on  the  part  of  the  single.  The 
^practice  of  it  among  the  working  and  middle 
classes  thus  operates  in  favour  of  these  classes, 
as  well  as  of  itself.  It  tends  to  r^Se  the  price 
of  employment;  fof  married  circulators  i*equire 
more  than  those  who  are  single.  By  diminish- 
ing the  proportion  of  the  latter,,  it  succeeds  t* 
obtaining  for  all  a  better  income.  Hie  increase 
in  the  demand,  created  by  the  increase  of  cir- 
•culators,  co-operates  along  with  it.  The  result> 
which  is  a  higher  rate  of  wages,  while  it  renders 
marriage  more  comfortable  to  those  who  have 
entered  into  it^  at  the  same  tinie  tempts  ba- 
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ebelors  to  think  seriously  about  that  natural 
choice,  by  making  it  more  a  choice  of  prudence. 
What  then  is  the  species  of  encouragement 
which  an  enlightened  government  should  give 
to  the  practice  of  early  marriage?  Certain 
occasional  circumstances,  or  certain  local  pecu- 
liarities will  dictate  the  propriety  of  special 
modes  of  encouragement.  But  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  in  common  circumstances  or  cases^, 
there  is  niuch  occasion  for  government  inter- 
fering, as  it  were,  to  bribe  the  young  to  marry. 
The  natural  impulse  towards  marriage  among 
all  ranks,  but  especially  the  lower,  on  whom 
th^  increase  of  population  so  essentially  de- 
pends, is  in  general  of  itself  strong  enough  at  a 
certain  period  of  life,  to  bring  the  great  body 
together  in  the  connubial  connexion,  as  soon 
as  they  can  with  prudence.  All,  tHerefore, 
that  sTeems  required  from  government  and  the 
inferior  magistrates  is,  upon  every  occasion,  to 
give  early  marriage  their  countenance.  Cceterh 
paribus^  preference  should,  always  be  awarded 
to  married  men  who  have  children.  And  in 
cases,  where  from  misfortune  oi*  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  families  have  fallen  into 
distress,  every  measure  that  is  practicable 
should  be  adopted  to  administer  relief.  On 
the  other  hand,  all  connected  with  authority, 
should  be  enjoined  in  no  case  to  discountenance 
marriage^  or  throw  any  impediment  in  its  way. 
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This,  though  of  iteelf  ia^ect,  wiU  frequoDtly 
have  a  positive  influence. 

Farther  than  this  1  dp  not  conceive,  speak* 
ing  generally,  that  encouragement  is  itecessary. 
The  circumstances  of  the  year,  or  district,  will 
do  all  the  rest.  When  these  are  favourable, 
early  marriage  will  flourish :  when  they  are  not, 
it  vrill  rather  languish  till  times  become  more 
auspicious. 

Man  is  a  rational  being,  and  be  should  aet 
as  such,  as  well  as  be  treated  as  such.  No 
constraint  is  intended.  It  is  sufficient  to  have 
swept  away  the  objections  to  early  marriage, 
from  a  supposed  tendency  in  population  to 
overstock  with  respect  to  subsistence,  employ- 
ment and  wealth;  and  to  have  sbown^  that, 
according  to  the  arrangements  of  natmre,  it 
tends  to  create  a  moi*e  abundant  supply,  to 
increase  employment  and  wealth,  and  to  proe 
mote  virtue  and  happiness.  All  this  has  been 
established,  as  the  system  of  nature^  on  the 
clearest  facts.  The  individual  is  thus  at  full 
liberty  to  obey  the  dictates  of  natui'e  and  of 
reason ;  awrf,  by  chjoosing  to  marry  early ^  he 
necessarily  benefits  his  country  and  mankind. 

In  general  also,  early  marriage  will  equally 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  individuak  The 
eariier  the  honourable  connexion  takes  place^ 
when  prudence  assents,  the  better  will  it  be  for 
healthy  for  virtue,  for  success  in  life,  for  hap- 
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piM8S*  But  tkit  eifcuiMtaftces  of  tfaeiodividuat 
require  iodividoal  consideration.  The  general 
resnlt  to  society  is  not,  of  itself»  a  sufficient 
motive  in  tMs  €ase  for  himf  or  ber.  All  should 
oonsuit  their  own  feelings,  consider  their  own 
temptf  and  circviMtanceS)  -ook  forward  like 
thinking  beings  and  act  to  the  best  of  their 
.  judgHien^t.  Theii*  hiH^piness  is  of  more  value  to 
them  than  the  wealth  of  the  community*  Ta 
mmr^  as  tarhf  as  is  camistent  with  prudence^ 
will  be  the  choice  of  the  wise  man. 

What  is  required  of  the  community,  is  as 
for  as  it  is  in  its  power,  to  correct  those  evils 
which  may  and  will  arise  oot  of  the  choice  of 
early  marriage,  i^  certain  cases.  This  choice 
is  always  in  favour  of  the  community;  but 
frott  impnidenee,  or  even  from  misfortunes 
which  perhaps  prudeoce  conld  neither  foresee 
nor  prevent,  it  in  vaiious  cases  proves  a  source 
of  disadvantage  to  the  individual.  The  com- 
munity, thercforc,  which  unlfoiinly  derives  ad- 
vantage from  the  increase  of  po^pulation,  should 
draw  upon  that  weodth  which  ^itigs  from  it, 
to  relieve  the  sufferers. 

To  check  early  marriage,  as  some  recom- 
mend, because  oban^  jndividaals  fr6in  impru- 
dence or  misfortune  ti&ay  be  reduced  to  distress 
by  it,  is  of  that  description  of  measures,  which 
Would  sacrifice  the  whole  to  save  the  part.  It 
iir.to  destroy  the  source  'of  general  wealth,  be- 
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cause  it  occaeionaUy  li^ada  to  inditri^iral.' p<>* 
verty.  The  proportion  of  nofortunate  4}a8fia 
would  not  be  cUminidied  by  it,  while  aUr  would 
be  rendered  less  prospeitxis.  It  would Je^.ti»i 
labour  to  make  all  poor^  in  order  Uk  poevEftt  %. 
small  portion  from  falling  into  loisfortune* 

In  a  few  wovds,  what  goFerntneot  ,faas 
chiefly  to  take  care  of  is  M^e  progress^  ^  9^^^ 
lation.  Let  population  increase,  and  all  the 
rest  that  ^  good  governtnent  wishes,  will  follow.: 


CHAPTER  VI. 

THB   raACnOAL  COmifiqUBKGW  OF  tKB  TWd 

oiuoftfKa. 

Having  now  found,  that  the  doctrines  ot  the 
population  theory,  are  completely  supported  io, 
all  their  extent  by  the  causes  operating  in  real 
life  and  the  results  of  these,  while  those  of  the, 
subsistence  are  as  completely  conti'adicted  by 
both ;  in  other  words,  that  the  former  is  the 
theory  of  nature,^  it  will  be  useful  to  take  a 
general  view  of  the  practics^  consequences  of 
the  two  theories. 

The  great  object  of  all  sound  statistical 
measures,  it  has  been  paaintained  by  j^lr^  (5p^y% 
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18  h&i^^ss.    This  I  eoBcdre  to  be  au  Hxiom 
in  8tati6tics« 

it  18  trne,  thtft  i^ealtb^  or  some  6ther  sup- 
po6e4  advantage,  hmst  been  generally  consideied 
the  object  of  statiattcal  measui^.     This  is, 
howevei^  to  sabstknte  a  portion  of  the  means 
ft»r  the  end.    AU  Bneh  secondary  objects,  un- 
le^'when  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  grand 
object  of  all  statistical  nieasures,  must  be  un« 
ecotain,  and  joay  occasiottally  mislead.    Such, 
indeed,  is  the  force  of  erroneous  views^  that  an 
attempt  to  return  to  what  is  natural  and  cor« 
rect,  will  be  considered  as  something  out  of  the 
^|vay  and  a?  unpromising,  by  many.   The  more, 
however,  the  question  is  considered  in  all  its 
extent,  the  more  will  statisticians  be  disposed 
to  adioit  this  leading  principle  of  the  Hap^ 
pinesft  of  States ;   or  that  it   is  tke  pronto^ 
tifm  of  happinessy   which  i^  tke  grand  olgect 
qf  good  statistical  measures^  and  of  all  sound 
poUtics. 

Wealth  is  unquestionably  a  most  ^tensive 
mean  of  happiness,  yet  still  it  is  only  ^  mean,; 
and  to  account  it  the  grand  object,  as  most  sta- 
tisticians do,  is  to  exalt  it  to  an  unwarranted 
and  dangerous  height.  It  tends  to  narrow  and 
debase  the  mind,  and  to  produce  a  mercenary 
f^^t  as  well  as  a  petty  mode  of  viewing 
things,  which  has  fVequently  been  injurious  to 
the  happiness  of  states. 
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lias  mere  ite  per  centi  priociple>  in  »fAtb 
of  the  applause  and  attention,  whick  it  has  met 
with  at  all  timei,  but  partieularfy  «f  late  from 
oar  statisticians,  if  uncorrected,  i»  evto  too 
mean  for  the  coanfiog-house.  It  is  grants, 
that  the  leading  object  of  the  maoolactiir^, 
merchant,  and  other  circulators,  must  be  profit : 
lor  without  profit  they  cannot  go  on,  or  produce 
the  happiness  which  is  the  proper  objeet  of  all. 
But  our  private  circulators  are  too  apt  to  mahe 
this  their  principle  exclusively,  while,  in  many 
eases,  they  would  do  l>etter  both  for  themselves 
and  those  whom  they  employ,  wei'e  they  to 
mix  a  little  attention  to  principles  of  a  nobkt 
sort. 

t  Private  circulators,  however,  Itoih  thcJl*  atr-^ 
eamstances  may  be  justified  ki  cherisAimgtiie 
principle  of  gain  as  their  main  one,  if  they  kee{l 
Viebin  moral  bounds.  But  it  should  be  a  vefy 
secondary  principle  with  legislators  and  govern- 
ment, who  act  for  a  nation.  ITieir  gralhd  ob-» 
)ebts  should  he  to  encourage  populaUoiay  and 
make  tliat  jMpttlation  virtuous,  mani^  cmd  happy. 
Very  dlflferent  views  will  actuate  wise  midist«i«, 
thau  merely  to  promote  only  the  eitoployraetyts 
which  will  produco  so  much  per  cent. 

The  per  centagc  principle,  if  admitted; 
Would  •  indeed  justify  much  «hat  i^  base  atid 
abovAtoable.  '  Accordlog  to  it>  for  example,  the 
slave-trade  was  aa  excell«t  one  and  ^ftU  wortfc 
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the  ettcaur»g^0ieiit  of  government,  becaiise  a 
Itiomtive  oneu 

This  counting-faouse  principle  and   spirit, 
have  always  had  but  too  strong  an  influence, 
with  our  senators  and  ministers.    Indeed  an 
enlightened  senator   or  minister,    in    recom* 
mending  a  measure. to  parliament    and    tl^ 
country^  however  noble  and  worthy  of  choice  in 
other  points,  finds  himself  constrained  to  labour 
to  show,  that  it  comes  with  the  assent  of  the 
five  pw  oent.  principle.     All  must  be  tried  by 
the  standard  of  loss  and  gmn*  This  the  peopl^ 
if  they  tfaionght  justly,  would  perceive  to  be 
very  mean  and  veiy  contemptible.    It  is  for- 
cing liberal  men  to  treat  them  in  reality  as  a 
parliament  and  nation  of  mere  chandlers,  with 
whom  wealth  is  every  thing,  and  five  per  cent, 
or  better  the  glory  and  happiness  of  man.    It 
Aa  degrading  to  a  le^slature :  it  is  degradiAg  to 
a  country. 

It  has  also  prevented  statesmen  and  legis- 
lators £rom  carrying  into  execution  Hiany  mea- 
Buses,  which  would  tend  to  exalt  the  country 
9»A  improve  the  people  in  it,  because  these,  in 
the  first  instance,  did  not  come  recommended 
by  the  sanction  of  the  five  per  cent,  piinciplf. 
Oui?  statistical  chandlers  and  others,  therefore, 
woudd  not  approve,  and  most  likely  would  have 
opposed.  Real  impf^avement  with  respect  to 
happiaess,  in  one  form  or  another,  is  the  stand- 
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ard  of  public  measures.  An  enligfitened  sta-^ 
tistician  might  well  query,  though  be  should  set 
our  country  gentlemen  and  the  money  grubs  of 
the  Stock  Exchange  a-staring,  whether  it  would 
not  have  been  as  well,  if  not  better,  for  Great 
Britain,  had  an  annual  million  been  set  apart 
for  adoiTiing  the  country  and  adding  to  its 
comforts,  instead  of  for  the  purpose  of  reusing 
the  stocks,  and  thus  by  diminishing  the  profit 
on  that  great  bmnch  of  capital,  the  monied, 
lessen  the  hicomes  of  circulator,  and  the  em* 
ployment  which  they  are  capable  of  giving. 

Indeed  it  could  easily  be  shown  that  many 
measures  in  the  power  of  government,  which 
might  prodiKie  no  per  centage  at  first,  but 
rather  a  loss,  may  ultimately  yield  directly 
oi*  indirectly  much  more  than  five  per  cent. 
We  may  quote  for  one  example,  building  fish- 
ing villages  in  the  Highlands,  and  supplying 
the  villagei^s  \iith  all  the  implements  for  fish- 
ing. This  might  prove  a  doubtful  speculation 
to  private  merchants,  but  to  government  it 
cannot  fail  to  succeed,  if  persisted  in.  It  will 
increase  the  hardy  population  of  those  remote 
districts,  as  well  as  the  supply  of  food.  Tbu^, 
though  government  might  receive  no  direct 
return  at  all  for  the  capital  invested,  the  indi- 
rect retunis  would  tend  greatly  to  strengthen 
''and  enrich  the  country. 

But  I  mean  not  to  go  farther  into  this  iote- 
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restii)g  subject  at  present.  To  employ  merely 
with  a  view  to  obtain  profit,  is  an  object  for 
piivate  circulators ;  but  the  great  object  of 
government^  as  the  agent  for  a  nation,  is  to 
endeavour  as  far  as  in  its  power,  to  employ 
with  a  view  to  improve  the  mind,  by  encou- 
raging manly  and  noble  exertions,  to  adorn  the 
country  and  exalt  its  character,  and  not  so 
much  to  enable  the  people  to  guzzle  more  lux- 
uriously, as  to  render  them  civilized,  virtuous,, 
healthy  and  happy. 

We  have  frequently,  however,  seen  our 
statesmen  iind  legislators,  inspired  with  views 
and  feelings  more  becoming  the  dealers  of 
chandler's  shops,  than  the  agents  of  an  exten- 
sive community  or  a  great  country.  We  have 
seen  them  under  the  influence  of  this  petty 
tjhander's^  shop  spirit  qnari-elling  about  con* 
temptible  trifles,  and  overlooking  the  grand 
sources  of  happiness.  It  is  only  by  having  the 
happiness  of  a  stat^  or  mankind  distinctly  in 
-view  as  the  grand  ultimate  object,  that  this  base 
mercenary  spirit  of  the  political  pettifogger  can 
1>e  degraded  from  its  influence,  and  the  generous 
-ttberal  spirit  of  the  higb-minded  and  soun4 
politician  substituted  in  its  1:00m.  To  make 
wealth  the  grand  object,  as  it  is  of  the  present 
fashionable  theories,"  as  naturally  tends  to 
render  the  mind  grovelling,  its  views  narrow 
*aiid  Hs  spirit«petty>  as  tp  make  happiness  the 
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grand  object,  tends  to  elevate  the  mind,  expand 
iU  views  aad  ennoble  its  spirit. 

The  population  theory  cooperates  fttlljr 
with  this  great  principle.  It*  restores  man  ta 
his  real  place>  from  which  the  sidb^istence 
theory  would  degrade  faSm.  It  views  him  at 
wliat  nature  has  made  him»  by  endowkig  him 
with  reason :  the  director  and  regulator  of  all 
that  depends  upon  the  will.  Mind  and  reason^ 
upon  it,  resume  their  proper  rank  and  influence* 

In  obeying  the  dictates  of  nature  and  virtuf 
a  man  promotes  equally  his  own  individual 
bappness  and  the  happiness  of  society.  The 
increase  of  population,  which, springs  from  the 
yirtuous  union  between  the  se:^,  tends  to  iiw 
crease  employment  and  di^rsily  the  modes 
of  it,  and  so  suit  it  more  to  the  genius  and 
capacity  of  the  various  individuals.  It  untr 
formly  augments  wealth,  and,  consequentljK, 
pd*oraotes  all  the  advantages  which  spring  from 
that  extensive  medium  of  happiness.  And  ft 
operates  edso  as  the  great  promote  of  civili* 
gation.  In  sun^,  iq;>on  this  theoty^  early  mar* 
riage,  winch  is  the  natural  choice  of  man,  i$  noft 
more  favourable  to  virtue,  tbeui  it  is  to  the  pro^ 
gress  of  civilization  and  of  wealth. 

It  has  an  influence  091  the  mind  cf  the  star 
tistician  equally  tending  to  cheridi  benevolence 
with  that  of  the  productive  theory.  Each 
ittdividualj  in  pursuing  his  oimt  true  happittew. 
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is  seen  to  be  promoting  that  of  others.  Ac- 
cording to  it^  there  are  no  checks  in  nature, 
which  render  what  is  really  advantageous,  on 
the  whole,  to  an  individual^  a  class  or  a  coun- 
try, disadvantageous  to  other  individuals,  classes 
or  countries*  In  proportion  as  the  grand  prin- 
eiple  of  hs^jHoess  is  admitted  as  the  proper 
object,  and  the  productive  and  papulation 
theories  are  more  fully  understood  in  all  their 
bearingSi  those  interdicts,  prohibitory  imposts, 
and  other  narrow  measures,  which  spring  from 
the  petty  jealousies  and  narrow  spirit  fostered 
by  other  theories,  will  gradually  disappear,  or^ 
At  least,  be  greatly  diminished,  and  those  that 
remain  will  be  considerably  relaxed. 

The  productive  theoiy  leads  to  an  universal 
free  commercial  intercourse;  and  the  more 
generally  it  is  received,  the  greater  will  be  the 
approach  to  such  an  unshackled  state  of  com-* 
merce.  The  population  theory  has  the  same 
bearing.  There  is  no  occasion  for  mincing 
this,  though  it  would  be  vain,  in  the  present 
9tate  of  statistical  science,  to  expect  the  general 
receptiim  ofsuch  a  doctrine.  As  the  world 
growS;  more  full,  tbei*e  will  in  all  probability  be 
a  gradual  exploding  of  the  old  narrow  ideas, 
and  a  tendency  to  a  more  generous  and  liberal 
system  of  commercial  connexion. 

A  critic,  as  *  successful  in  ignorantly  mis- 
conceiving,    or^  willingly  miarepresenting  his 
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author,  a«?  ever  played  the  part  of  a  Review'er, 
has  charged  Mr.  Gmy  with  coasideting  the  full 
complement  of  population  as  necessary  to  take 
place  before  a  state  can  be  pronounced  happy/ 
This  is  not  the  doctrine  of  the  Happiness  of 
States.    According  to  that  work,  the  increase 
of  population  uniformly  extends  the  means  of 
happiness,  by  increasing  wealth  and  promoting 
civilization;  and,  consequently,  the  nearer  a 
country  reaches  its   full    complement,    these 
means  will  be  pat  more   extensively  in   the* 
power  of  the  great  mass.     But  how  does  it 
follow  fi-om  this,  that  the  means  of  happiness 
are  not  in  the  power  of  population,  till  it  reaches 
or  nearly  approaches  such  a  state?    Indeed 
Mr.   Gray  has  more  than    insinuated^  that, 
though  the  means  of  happiness  are  increased 
by'ai^  increase  of  population,  it  depeuded  ou 
the  choice  of  population,  whether  it  made  the 
right  or  virtuous   use  of  those  means  and  was 
i-eally  happy.    And  according  to  his  theory, 
there  is  a  counter-tendency  in  the  increase  of 
population,  arising  out  of  the  extension  of  lux- 
ury and  sedentary  employments,  unfavourable    .f 
to  that  eminent  portiofi  of  the  means  of  hap- 
piness, health. 

The  effects  of  the  subsistence  theory,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  as  injurious  16  society  as  those 
of  the  population  are  benelicfel.  It  tends  to 
promote  vice,  poverty,  and  misery,  and  h 
essentially  injurious  to  benevolence,    charity 
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iind  ^eDuiiie  philanthr6py«  Having  shown  it 
to  be  utterly  unfounded  in  natui-e,  and  in  all 
its  results  directly  contrary  to  those  of  her 
actual  arrangements,  We  may  now,  with  honest 
ffeedom,  st>eak  the  plain  truth  of  it. 

It  is  directly  hostile  to  early  marriage.  The 
<50nsequences  of  a  national  practice  of  late  mar- 
riage would  be  dreadful  in  a  mor^l  point  of 
Vlew^  "the  most  dangerdtis  period  for  a  man 
and  woman's  vh-tue  i6  between  sixteen  and 
thirty.  During  this  period  the  sexual  passions 
are  at  their  height,  whiles  pitidence  has  com- 
monly but  a '  feeble  influence  to  counteitict 
them.  A  gfeitefal  retai-dation  of  marrfiage 
would,  thei^fore,'  lead  to  the  most  abandoned 
and  dissohite  boridtict '  in  love,  with  all  the  bad 
<?onsequeB(?e6  '6Sf  fllieit  amours.  Things  are 
deplorable  ettWi^h"  at  pi^ent  with  us,  in  spite 
of  the  cen^etiVeSVrfluence  of  a  pretty  general 
pi-actice  of  ^ariy  liiCirridge.  What  then  have 
we  to  expect  were  this  corrective  influence 
destroy^?  The  result  cannot  be  contemplated 
Without  a  vh-tWous  horror. 

Such  a  retardation  of  marriage  is  as  un- 
favourable to  pinidence  anrf  decent  conduct,  as 
to  virtue '  in  love.  Society  *  would '  at  length 
become  perfectly  abandoned  unde^'  a  consi- 
derable postponement  of  that  honourable  june- 
fiort  among  th6  great  mass.  The  single  state, 
fcven  in  ks  present  limited  extent,  is  injurious 
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%o  vjpjtfff  aDCl  correjoC  maaiiers,  th«iig)i  maqy 
^  tboae  who  remain  Imchelors  aod  npiostem 
ure  so  from  choice,  and  from  not  feeling  tbie 
In^uepce  of  the  sexual  passitms  v^ry  stroof* 
But  were  sqcfa  a  system  Enforced  on  the  gre^t 
iKidy  of  young  people,  it  would  prove  equally 
destrueUve  to  decent  manners,  prudence  imd 
prudential  babit^  qs  to  morals. 

It  is  cttrions  enough,  that  our  subsistence 
theorist  calls  u|Mm  men  to  do  the  more  for 
nature,  the  leas  Ae  hu  done  for  them.  He 
calls  upon  them  to  cheri^  a  spirit  of  pure 
firtue  aiid,sa^me}y  disinterested  philanthropy, 
in  ifpite  of  all  the  ^rgpuags  o(  natural  pasMon, 
becanae  she  has  been  inspired  with  a  spirit  of 
a  grossly  immoral  as  well  as  msdcTolent  kii^di 
He  urges  them  to  act  with  a  degree  ctf  wisdmn 
which  the  great  body  will  nerer  reach,  because 
the  has  been  particularly  foolish.  She,  accord** 
ing  to  bim,  is  a  malignant,  ungeneroui;,  starvifig 
^tepmothar,  and  they  must,  therefore,  be  beoe* 
Toleiit  children;  She  has  proved  an  armat 
bungler:  they  must,  of  course,  correct  ber 
errors.  She  has  bestowed  life  upon  them,  it  is 
true,  but  th^  she  has  taken  care  to  put  eve^^ 
man  and  waman.  of  them  in  danger  of  being 
deprived  of  it  by  starvation.  She  has  given 
them  certain  d^res  at  a  certain  period  of  lifc, 
when  the  natural  result  c^  these  will  be  more 
e^tive  in  acQoooiplishing  their  purpose,  or  .tba 
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ihcr^a^^  of  the  race.  This  is  Very  wdl,  &nd 
Iboks  like  wisdom.  Bnt  iccordiiig  to  her  bun- 
ding arrangemetitis,  unless  the  sem  postpbhfe 
their  intercourse  till  this  natural  p^od  ft 
nearly  pasty  they  vh\l  only  promote  povfert^> 
disea8^  and  mii$ery.  If  they  act  as  she  kn^ 
virtue  prompt,  they  must  perish.  Who  th&t 
believes  in  the  existence  of  a  supreme  Bein]^, 
Vnse,  benevoleht  artd  go6d,  could  A  jniori^  for 
a  moment,  ehtertain  the  idea  of  the  existence 
of  so  wild,  so  idtttiorat  and  so  foolish  a  scheme 
tieing  possibte  under  his  direction  ? 

Attempts  have  been  niad^  to  t^HVw  a  kind 
of  wise  and  morki  covfefing  over  this  6had6  of 
fony  and  iniquity*.  But' it  is  washing  th^ 
bidckamore.    The  reshlts  of  the  gdverntifeiit 


.  *  Mr.  Sumner,  I  believe  with  the  best  intentions  in  the 

-world,  has  attemptecl  the  bfackamore.  '  Would  he  not  have 

irtftecl  tiiore  ^bhst^tently  y^i^'^e  sdcridt  iOMse,  m  which  h^ 

♦illsnt^red^  tb  iMWi^^ptetlclitfiri^  WiMlhir  itwmi  pbitSiM 

^bftt  n  beaev^Mtj  inse  «{4l  g«od  Govern^  ^  ^eumvent 

could  be  th^  author  oC.  so  moustrQus,  ^90  absurfl,  so  im*' 

moraly.  so  cruel  an  arrangement  of  nature  f    To  succeed  in 

inaking  us  in^igine  a  system,  so  /hostile  to  virtue  and  to 

'  Ibppin^ess,  could  toianate  trdhi  ah  iflt-good  Being,  would 

m\f  tetid  io  bfiatg  suehkJMl  of  «rgius«ntiftion^  info  dfs^ 

nq^te.    Thai  species  of  rea^pninf  ^  which  could  make  it 

iq^ar  possible,  that  such  a  Being,  could  be  the  author  of 

mich  a  system,  must  he  i^ophistry  that  would  reconcile  any 

' '  cohlrailftctions :  and,  in  faci,  prOve   equally  one  ihiiig  as 

AlV0tlier»  *   * 
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of  the  fnoral  w;orW,  as  drawa  by  Mr.  M althus^ 
exhibit  the  reign  of  a  maiignant  demon,  not  of 
a  benevdent  Deity.  It  is  a  mass  of  misery  and 
vice  in  all  their  varied  forms ;  and  all  spring-^ 
ing  from  one  cause,  the  more  rapid  increase  of 
population,  than  of  subsistence,  which  that 
malignant  Being  has  constituted  the  law  of 
nature. 

This  theory  has  a  tendency  completely  to 
paralyze  human  exertion  and  industry.  It 
spreads  a  thick  gloem  over  all  our  prospects  : 
but  particula^rly,  if  we  yield  to  the  dictates  of 
nature  and  rea -on,  and  ex^t  ourselves  to  com- 
ply with  their  laws.  The  more  virtuous  and 
diligent  the  members  of  society  are,  the  faster 
ynli  they  increase^  and  by  obtmning  larger  in- 
comes also,  they  will  consume  more,  and  thus 
more  certainly  run  their  beads  against  the  wall 
set  up,  as  Mr.  Malthus  dreams,  by  nature  in 
the  middle  of  their  way,  as  if  for  the  purpose 
of  the  diligent  and  good  running  their  beads 
more  severely  against  if;  and  being  driven 
back  into  w&ftt,  distress,  misery.  This  w£dl, 
indeed,  which  he  calls  the  limits  of  subsistence, 
and  which  seems  as  immoveable  on  his  theory  as 
the  walls  oC  ancient  Babylon,  is  found,  by  our 
cultivators,  as  moveable  a  one  in  nature  as  the 
modern  fence  of  htirdles. 

He  has  indirecdy  admitted  something  like 
this  effect  himself^  and  been  at  the  pains  to 
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put  the  foolish  diligent  on  their  guard.  "  Even 
industry  itself,"  says  he,  "  is  in  tins  respect,  Apt 
very  different  from  money.  A  man  who  pos- 
sesses a  certain  portion  of  it,  above  what  is 
usually  possessed  by  his  neighbours,  will,  in  the 
actual  state  of  things,  be  almost  sure  of  a  com- 
petent livelihood;  but  if  all  his  neighbours 
were  to  become  at  once  as  industrious  as  him- 
self, the  absolute  portion  of  industry  which  he 
before  possessed  would  no  longer  be  a  seQprity 
against  want/*  We  have  here  as  rank  a  spe? 
cimen  of  arrant  econotnism,  as  I  have  met  with 
even  in  this  economist ;  and  what  an  unac-.* 
quaintance  w}th  the  actual  source  of  produc- 
tiveness in  point  of  wealth  and  the  real  prin-^ 
ciples  of  circulation  does  it  betray ! 

He  goes  on.  '*  JIume  fell  into  a  great  error 
when  he  asserted  that  almost  all  the  moral  as 
tvell  as  natural  evils  of  human  life  arise  from 
idleness  r — ^This  is  rather  affirming  too  myeh, 
but,  to  a  very  considerable  extent^  it  is  true^ 
**  — and  for  the  cure  of  these  ills  required  only,^ 
that  the  whole  species  should  possess  naturally 
an  equal  diligence  with  that,  which  many  indi-*' 
viduals  are  able  to  attain  by  hajbit  and  reflect 
tion*.**  As  far  as  these  evils  depended  on 
idleness,  most  readers  will  consider  the  sup-^ 
posed  diligence  a  complete  cure.    Mr.  Malthu^ 

*  Svi^ogaes  on  Natural  Religion,  part  xi.  p.  212^ 
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tMtiV^  ^  rather  iini^i)ie9  v^ry  4^^^^^-  ^'  It 
fs  evident,*"  afllrms  he,  ^^  that  thte  fjiveu  dc^^re? 
of  industry  possessed  by  the  whole  species,  if 
not  combined  with  another  yhtue  of  which  faQ 
ta3fe&  no  notice'*  —  this  mighty  saving  virtoj^^ 
which  he  hsls  not  chosen  to  nam^  I  presuiM, 
is  celibacy/ —  "  would  totally  fiul  of  rescuing 
society  from  want  and  misery,  and  would 
scarcely  remove  a  single  moral  or  physical  c^ 
of  all  those  to  which  he  alludes  «/'  This  may 
he  all  very  fine  and  correct  according  to  the 
fancies  of  the  subsistence  theory,  but  according 
to  the  arrangements  of  nature,  it  is  sheer  alh 
surdity. 

That  fantastical  theory  tends  to  degrado 
man  to  a  level  with  the  beastSi  In  vain  has  he 
bad  reason  given  him  to  viegulate  the  amount 
of  the  supply  of  nature's  blessings  to  the 
amount  of  his  wants.  He  is  operated  upoa  at 
irresistibly  by  subsistence,  aa  any  animal  that 
in  the  wilds  of  America  must  take  what  nature 
spontaneously  bestows,  or  even  as  the  veger^ 
tables  by  the  juices  of  the  soil.  He  is  as  pas- 
sive and  as  helpless,  it  seems,  as  either.  Ab- 
surd! This  reasoned  booby,  iomootb  must 
stand  still,  and  deliberately  wmt  to  see  himselC 
starved,  unless  it  shall  please  omnipotent  sub- 
sistence to  take  pity  on  him,  and  of  her  own 
accord,  send  him  a  toleraible  supply. 

^^  Essay,  vol.  iU«  B»  iv.  ch.  13*  prS90» 
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.  In  vmiitre  the 
wnpk  ffeoiriekmmgdt  for  lbe'Mphai8t6aM.ofi  om 
rm^  and  he  teds  abiwdfiMii^  iMaU)^  o^i^Nl^ 
tkm  and  erecjr  lUns  that  it  food  flawing,  from 
tJM  ineiMie  of  its  nMabecB.  Bnt  not  ao^  tba 
••MHnnee  tiiMrisLa  Mt  aa  Mr.  MbMiiw  Sii 
-  maatanFatiaA  ewcy  irbera>  and  ha  find^  Bvmy 
thifig  thatis  badaod  wtoerabtogpniiigingratwirt 
eadiiainrdf  from  oae  «a«ise^  t^wit,  the  increai^ 
ar  what  is  sywmtmoaA  wkk  laaiy  the  redn^ 
dao«af  pop«datiaa«  This  is  mighty  qi£caio«t 
Not  oar  coantry  justiees  tJmmmkfmt  mmsL 
ifebaMtae  aE  the  rage  to  abuaa  the  fooit  lawa^ 
we  half  the  evils  spriopng  from  that  aboini^ 
aaUe^Btopid'aad  savage  ead^aa  tbey  are  noww 
a^^tays  styled  by  every  eotte  aad  atiier  howe 
pofitioiao'^  wfaUh  Mr.  M^^Am  spies  paum^  m 
in  irrestsliUe  tonrent  from  that  senroe  of  att 
.  miishif  ^  early;  «iantege.  ln»  the  daik  weska 
Mbn-Christmaa^  it  ia  trae^  the  hpagjan^rtana 
of  the  aieiesaad ifiMrt&ees  ave  fiU»di.witb  peaa^ 
Variy  btatdfi  aadiaafM  ideas  of  the.  min  cloaij^a 
hanging  over  timt  inifiovecighedi  cmtwiiaiedf 
sfeurviiqf  wreftehv  Sagland,  6»  d&(m§  to  £d^ 
her  poor  aeeordiag  to  tlie  above^tfentiooed,  de*' 
eiroative  regnlatioiis.  Vnm  them  evseoy  Sf^ 
cms  of  masery^  passttiie  and  aetufd^  is.dopifedii 
aet  laaccpting  the  riheoHmtimn  pains  oi  tif/df 
widowed  oMtager  doring  the  east  mods  ofi 
Ikiovembif^   And  even^  amid  the  flmuraa  cheer 
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wfewb  the  gMd  t}«^  of  D^ctmbev  brkigytboM 
vnlbrtuiittte  nuigi^r^;e8  can  soueety  gel  <9tp 
their  spirits  for'thiakiiig  of  those  •bamiuable 
knvrs^  ..  Yet  nb4>  more  hypochondriaeally  ner^ 
V0U8  evda  tfaehareoar  ^ustiees,  than  our  sub* 
Mtenoe  •  woi'shippetiB  are  at  all  Maeooft'&oin; 
tbinkiog  c^  the.alt-raioiiig  praotiee  of  tnamago 
before  thirty  or  tbereaboat,  and'  that  bane  of 
^fcy  thiag  prospecons,  the  inereaee  of;  on 
raoe.  .But  to  resume  our  giavity,  our  sulisist^ 
eaoe  tbaoiists  and  our  justices  should  leva  a 
little  moderatiou. 

This  wretched  theory  is  parlioulariy  hestila 
to  thoee  imlbrtiiiiate  persons  among  oui'  moe^ 
the  pooc  faideed  it  tends  to  paralyae  bania-% 
uity  and  extirpate  eharity. 

The  QoticHi  ^itertained  by  our  snbsistenoe 
theorists,. though  cmttmdivted  by  every  real 
oause  aud  ievery  actual  resnit,  that  the  iaereaae 
of  populatimi  tends  to  reduudaoee,  or  to-a>reib« 
stock  Tioth  respect  to  ee^ioym&a^  and  coti8e« 
quently  to  produce  poverty,  naturally  ui^ea 
them  to  check  niarnrii^f^  :  With  the  higher  and 
middle  ranks  they  dm*eiiot  posittwlyititariero^ 
in  order  to  preheat  the  eariy  t^hoooe  rof^  tlw^ 
moral  plftn,  so  6tvourable-to  virtue  and*  good 
manners,  and  equally  advantageous  :to  >  the 
individual  and  to  the  .oouutry «  Their  measarea 
are,  therefore,  directed  against  the  poorer 
dafises,  on  which,  by  the  ^vay^  the  ixioreaai&  oi 
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fi^tilatmiiB  alligtates  d^>etfd8  iniBititety  mwd^ 
tlttrii  on  the  wb*  ' 

Sir  James  Steuart^  tfae^orig^na)  aothor  of  th^ 
snbeistence  theory^  proposes^  pretty  plainly  tlie 
tneesfue  against;  the  poor,  which  has  been  ^nce 
recMmieBded  by  our  antipopulal^Bists  wi^ 
#aeb  hardihood.  <^  Severed  modem  writers  npon 
thissnbject,  reeommend  marriage  in  thestrong- 
<M:  irianner  to  all  classes  of  intmbitants ;  ~y^  a 
parish  jpriest  might,  properly  enough,  be  war-* 
jraiitedmot  tojofai  acmiple,  unless  they<;onld 
make  it  appear  that  their  children  weref  not 
Kkaly'tobeoome  a  burden  to  the  parish.  Could 
any  iank  be  found,  reasotiably,  with  i^ieh  i 
regnlalimi  ?  Those  who  are  gratuitously  fed  fo^ 
others  are  a  load  upon  the  «tate,  and  no  acqol^ 
flitioacertaiDly,  so  long  as  tiiey  GOfitlnue  s6  */* 

Mr.Malthus  fam  ftiiowed  lip  this  ptv^)ds}^ 
tswin  a  manner  to  which  I  sh^  leave  tM 
faemcst  reader  to  give  the  epithet.  <^  Asr  apre^ 
vkma  Ble^ewa  to  aay  eon«idemble  alteration 
ia:the  pf6Mi^«yBtem5  which  would  contract  ot^ 
«t«l^  the  jmov&OB  (ft  the  reHef  to  be  given,  H 
a{ipeam;to  me^  that  we  are  bound  in  justice 
aad  honourlprnftttUy  to  disclaim  the  right  6f 
tiie  poor  to  support.  'f\)  this  end,  I  shouIS 
pmpose  a  regukrtiott  to=  be  mad^,  declaring, 
thatoio  child  bom  from  any  niarHage,  taking 

f  i^i|oeip^4>f  PoliticEl  EccXiotny,  vcrf.  i.  B.  i.  ch.  ]2;  p.  93. 
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|J^  %fter  Ihfl  cp^ra^kott  of  {l'y«ar  fimii  l^ 
date  of  the  law,  and  no  iUe^tiaMlte«hitd  inm 
4ipvk  ywfsfiromk  file  same  did»^  tliMld  evet  be 
«ltillid  to  pariik  amstance."  ' 

*'  U  this  iystem  'wi»«>  pBrsimi,  we  tteed-be 
«il4er  no  npfiiAeBaMis  that  tie  n«Bb«»-«f 
^^enon»w  eactroow  want  woxrid  he  bc^Mtaid  the 
pow«r  and  the  wUi  of  the  braevvleot  to  mpp^ 
lfh9  sphere  for  the  aierm»  of  piivate  «hiiiil| 
weald  prob^f'  net  foe  greater  than  it  ir.  «t 
present;  and  the  pi-hKifial dMBimily  wonkl  bev 
to  rettmm  the  hand  of  betmnUmx  ftom  miitt*' 
ing'  those  a»  HsbreM  In  so  .iodiamiannate  a 
aaqiMer  w  to  enoanrage  iwlDlence  aiMl  want  of 
|erMi|:ht  m  oIAmtt.  -  ' 

.  «  With  Kfaed  «»iBegithnHke  cfaiidMD,4rfl«r 
^e proper netioe hwib been^gteen, ithey  sImmU 
4»t  be  aUdwed  t»  ham  an|r  -<daite  to.  parish 
^tcistoiwe,  b«t  foe  left  entiaelj,  to  the  siq^ect^ 
pvhmite  eharitJ^  ISr  Ae  pMBiriB  desert  tbar 
•hOd^tiic^  ought  to>be  MMto  anwwwrohte^ei><tiie 
onvier  BatebeuM  tiw  wrfMtitnMeehad,  be- 
■caase-it  has  been  deserted )■  'Ehe poniihinent, 
aoeotduif  t»  these  eaibslsttiM^theory  idOHi^  fa 
to  feA  upon  tfaiB  ihdpiess  sriserabie  creature,  he- 
eawe  others  haTeoomniitted-a  critue,  llmt  has 
made  it  helpless  and  miseiwUe.  **  Th^ktfkM 
ist  comparativehf  speakings  of  little  value  to 
societi/,  as  others  will  inuneiUatefy  supply  its 
pifue.''    Surely.  som^kbiBg  liker  getting  rid  of 
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k  c9iiBOt  be  suggisfiittd  bene*  ^^  /to  j^rineip^ 
ml»e  is  on  aoeaa«t  (tf  Us  bcwg  the  ol^ect  ^ 
one  o£  ibe  uu>st  dc^htfol  passioo*  m  bupnoi 
nature — ^parental  aff^tioB.  Bat  if  th|8  vafaie 
be^OT^garded  by  tbose  wbo  are  aione  in  a 
:  capacity  to  &el  tt^  the  society  cannot  be  caUe4 
upoa  to  put  itself  ia  the^  place ;  and  h^s  no 
^artlwr  business  m  Us  protection  than  to  imaisb 
the  crime  of  4e8fertioQ  or  iateptional  iU-treat^ 
in^t  in  the  pec8on3  whp8e.duty  is  to  provide 
for  it  *•"'    But  enough  of  tlii& 

It  is  not  my  luteation  here  to  go  into  tb4 
ckdm  of  ri^tof  the  poor,  as.  that  is  done  fajy 
Mr.  Grayf*.  I  quote  tbeae  pa6sa|<es  <^  to 
show  the  spirit  <tf  the  antipopulatioa  oi^8ubqis|>- 
*ence  theory,  and  thi^t  1^  have  not^done  it  injus? 
tioe.  The  spirit  ip,  I  dare  say,  honest,  or  xb-^ 
spiced  by  the  viewa  ¥iiikck  the  hohlers  of  it  m^ 
tertain«  Bat  it  is  eoeh.  a  spirit,  that  m  penwQ 
of  humility  or  good  sense,  no  friend  to  maa^ 
liind  or  ^urnan  nature  whose  notioaa  and  feel^ 
logs  have  npt  bees  perverted  <Mr  depraved  by  the 
sopfaitl»7.  ^f  theorista,  but  wmt  inslinptiveiji 
feel  ibto  be  unnatncal,  abonnnable  asd  savi^ie* 
Some  partei  of  the  pateagcs  quoted  even  from 
this  softened  edition,  and  these  £u*e  periiaps  not 
the  worse  specimens,  I  bdlieve  few  persons  can 

*  Essay,  val.  iii.  B»  iv.  ch,  8.  p.  178- 188. 
t  On  t^e  P«Nor.,  See  Mii^UiieputStAtislica^ 
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read  without  emotions  of  horror  and  disgust  *. 
The  reasoning,  such  as  it  may  be,  fe  particu- 
larly intenfled  for  Englishmen ;  and  upon  Eng- 
lishmen it  will  certainly  make  a  strong  impres- 
Bioti,  but  that  impression  will  be  decidedly 
ogainst  itself:  it  will  plead  with  theiti  the  oppo- 
site cause.  Whatever  faults  they  may  have?,  no- 
body ever  charged  them  with  a  deficiency  of. 
humanity,  or  with  inattention  to  the  unfortunate. 
This  theory  has  a  tendency  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  human  Kfe.  Were  it  generally 
believed  by  the  lower  ranks,  it  would  produce 
the  most  horrible  effects.  If  i^  are  taught  to 
think,  that  men  uniformly  increase  too  fesf^ 
and  that  their  increase  tends  to  promote  po- 
verty, and  to  render  our  share  of  the  good 
things  of  life  smaller  than  it  would  be  with  an 
inferior  number,  what  pooi*  person  will  be  at 
the  trouble  of  taking  care  Of  his  children  ?  or 
of  his  parents,  or  relations  in  distress  ?  Unless 
he  have  an  uncommon  goodness  of  heart,  he 
will  be  disposed  to  leave  them  to  chance  and 
their  fate,  under  the  plea  that  both  himself 
and  society,  instead  of  being  worse,  will  be 
better  off  for  their  perishing.     If  nature  by  its. 

*  A  sUtistician  of  reputation  said  to  me,  in  aHusion  ta 
6uch  ideas,  **  I  cannot  think  of  the  authors  with  common 
patience ;  nor  can  I  conceive  but  that  the  persons  who  have 
broached  them,  must  have  bad  liearts."  1  smiled  and  said. 
I  thought  he  knew  more  about  theorists  and  tlieories. 
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laws  has  not:  made  provision  for  them^  i»fhf 
sliouldhe?    ' 

Wars,  epidemics,  iosurrections^  rebellidDs^ 
crimes,  and  all  the  other  moral  and  physical 
evils,  will  be  seen  by  the  believers  in  such  a 
theory,  rathei- with  a  secret  appivval,  than  with 
horror  or  regret.  A.  medical  man  who  little 
knew  the  doctrines  which  I  held,  said  to  me 
about  the  time  of  the  broaching  of  the  subsist- 
ence theory,  by  Mr^  Maltbus,  rather  uncau- 
tiousjy :  Jnoculfttion  and  vaccination  and  other 
improved  models  ^  medical  practice,  however 
ytSfiJtU  for  pre^erv^i^  life,  have  their  inconve^ 
niencesu  iTheff  make  %is  populate  too  fast.  And 
these.  $f)ars^  sca/;eities^  a^id  ispidemics  have  their 
use.  They  deftroj/  ^the  redundant  population. 
Is  it  reasonable  to  .expert  from  medical  men,, 
who  entertain  such  theoretical  notions,  much^ 
attention  and  aeti^vity  in  pi'^ctice  in  the  case  of 
the  poor  who  cannot  pay  well  ?  Would  they: 
qot  be  apt  to  considei*  very  great  exertioas 
rather  officious,  and  to  justify  tl^ir  indolence 
from  their  non-interferenqe  being  more  agree-, 
able  to  nature's  laws  ? . 

Consider  next  the  case  of  persons  who  have 
commands  in  distant  countries,  removed  from 
the;  ipspiection  of  gov^upient ;  of  military 
offif  ers^  who  have  cei:taiii  g^jects  to  accQiopUsh' 
aj;awi^vtlie.i9^;^f  mai^^^A^Uirers,  ownera^  of 
4n)nef ,  j£bc^  who  eti^ploy  great  numbers  of  men^ 
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reckon  the  health  or  even  the  life  of  thoM 
mider  them,  of  equal  cftHe  and  coneem,  If  they 
have  imbibed  these  antipopolAtioti  {(teas,  as  tf 
they  viewed  the  locreasie  of  haman  lift  as  what 
it  reaUy  is^  the  great  source  ^  the  inerea«e  of 
employment,  wealth  »nd  happiness  ? 

Hiis  theory,  to  which,  after  having,  as  I 
conceive,  fully  shown  it  to  be  dirfcctly  repngw 
nant  to  the  real  airmigaDenta  of  natiire^  I  am 
w&oranted  in  applying  the  jtist  epithet  mon^ 
s^iraes^  wten  speaking  of  the  dreadful  elfebts 
that  very  naturally  flow  lifotxi  a  beHdT  ^  it, 
tends  to  r^der  human  lifk  (nsteutt.    I  wiH  not 
mince  the  matter,  when  the  happiness  of  Sop 
eiety  has  so  much  at  stadct^    It  lA  evident 
favourable  not  only  to  the  abandohing  or  eii^^ 
posing  of  children,  and  of  aged  persoM,  but^  in 
plain  terms,  to  murder.    It  prompts  to  procure 
abortions  or  commit  infontiddefn  illicit  cases ; 
aMd  it  has  a  tendency  to  promote  assassination* 
Even  in  mindd  of  but  mo<terate  sensibiBty  ft 
hte  a  certain  effect  in  diminishing  the  hofftUt 
of  deeds  of  blood,  and  in  those  of  a  dark 
malignant   cast,   it  is  calculated  to  cfherlBh 
a  murderous  spirit.     That  mmrder,  and  the 
species  of  it  denominated  assassination,  Ih  tiie 
most  coldly  deliberafte  and  horrible  ioinm^  htm 
been  more  common  vHth  ns  simie  the  bh>AitMi% 
of  the  subsistetice  theory,  and  ^rtiealariy  of 
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lat<^(/8.|;ener«Uy  adqiitted.  I  am  not  indeed 
prepared  to  say^  that  it  \s  from  a  gi^wii^  d«H 
preciatioB  in  the  value  of  life  eaiised  by  the 
tuaJ4p<^iilatio»  theory;  for  I  will  not  affirm 
that  of  which  I  cannot  clearly  ejsoertfdn  tht 
troth.  It  is  at  least  certain^  tha^t  thq  assafssinp 
ating  spirit  is  on  the^  incr^se  with  fis ;  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  a  belief  of  the  antipo-^ 
puliation  doctrines  among  persons  of  bad  hearts^ 
would  make  them  less  roigardful  of  the  lives  of 
th^  whom  they  hate  or  mean  to  plunders 
Such  a  doctrine^  if  received  among  the  less 
pupated  ^iik%^oiild  render  the^  disposed  to 
attend  t^  the  sogget^ions  of  passion  and  re^ 
yenge  ^in  their  enterprises  with  very  little 
^oonipunctl^n.  I  repeat  distiootly,  were  M 
§eH>eralfyi  kffime4y  M*  ^*xi^  render  h^m^n  Uf$ 

I  la^n.  not)  by  this  d#ail  of  coi^sequenceSi 
ja^iMctly  to  impute  t^^ir  James  Stenaat^  Mr*  . 
M^lthufi  or  any  of  the  maintainers  of  antipo* 
yulation  doctriiies;^  wheither  from  fancies  abpul 
ivjisist^iqe  or  abrnt  wealthy  a  design  unfo-^ 
vonrable  to  mankind.  Far  from  this>  I  dare 
ny  they  m0p»  weU  p9  society.  Ipc^a^- 1^  I 
l^i^Db  m^  M^^  MfAtifas,  dA .  thoi^jaghly  po%% 
VW^ed^ol?  the  tru^b  ^  thpse .  anlipopulatioii 
doie^fineB,  «s  I  am  ttiat  they  are  the  mere  £»ls|^ 
tiepfoiim^^^timyJf^^^fi^  confining  myself 
IpcehMDrtp  att^pfipting  to  correct  theerrocs  of 
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nature  indirectly  by  interfering AvKh  t^nj  hr-^ 
tunate  part  of  our  race,  the^ery  pOor,  I  should 
hare  felt  it  my  duty  distinctly  to  recommend 
to  the  legislature,  to  retard  by  a  positive  law 
the  period  of  mania^e.  This  is  not  jtlerdi^ 
warranted  on  the  subsistence  theory,  but 
strictly  deihanded,  in  order  to  check  that  iU';' 
ci'ease  of  population  which  tends  to  produce 
poverty  and  famine,  and  to  deteriorate  thr 
condition  of  the  great  mjBLSs  of  the  lower  classes* 
Such  a  law  would  operate  towtutls  preveatipg 
the  e)dstence  of  the  supposed  evils,  by  weaken- 
ing the  cause.  It  would  also  be  Stir  towards 
the  various  classes,  as  it  would  affect  all  alike. 

But  the  good  intention  of  the  frroacher  of 
an  erroneous  opinion  goes  for  nothing  as  ta 
Consequences.  It  will  not  render  Uyurioi^ 
resuUs  less  injumus.  I  dai*e  say  IgBHtiys  de 
Loyola,  Hobbes,  Hume,  Rousseau^  Bria^ 
Thomas  Paine,  and  a  long  list  of  broachers  si  . 
pernicious  notions,  meant  all  veiy  well.  But 
have  their  good  intentions  prevented  the  bad 
consequences  of  their  doctpnes,  or  rendered 
these  harmless  ? 

Nor  are  we  to  judge  of  the  real  effects  of 
opinions  and  theories,  from  the  effects  which 
they  have  on  the  broachers  themselves.  Tlie 
views  of  educated  and  well-disposed  minds 
may  disarm  the  most  atrocious  doctrine.    We 
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must  j  idge  of  optnions,  from  the  effects  which 
they  will  naturally  have  upon  the  great  mass  of 
men,  that  is,  of  ill-informed,  narrow-minded 
indiscriminating  beings,  more  swayed  by  their 
prejudices  and  wishes,  than  either  by  reasoning 
or  truth.  And  upon  this  mass,  I  hesitate  not 
to  affirm,  that,  with  the  exception  of  atheism, 
the  &ncies  of  the  subsistence  theory  are  natu- 
raBy  calculated  to  have  an  influence  more 
variously  and  extensively  injurious  and  immoral^ 
Aati  iEiny  theory  broached  in  ancient  or  modem 
times. 

In  sum,  the  population  theory,  on  the  one 
hand,  is  not  more  consonant  to  the  actual  ar- 
rangements of  nature,  than  it  is  calculated,  as 
a  thewy,  to  inspire  cheerfulness,  industry,  a 
love  of  virtue  and  a  warm  regard  for  our  neigh«» 
bours  and  all  mankind.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  subsistence  theory  is  completely  in  contra^ 
diction  to  those  arrangements,  and  at  the  same 
time,  as  a  theory,  tends  to  dispirit,  to  promote 
vice  and  dissoluteness  of  manners,  and  to  de- 
grade man^  as  well  as  depi*eciate  the  value  of 
ills  Iife« 
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■  ■ 

■  f 

CHAhTBH  VIL 

A   GEKEBAL  ABCAPtTriAnM^ 

The  O(^iseqoe0ce9  of  }ihe  wbidateQce  thesty 
have  been  stated  «tr<«gly,  but  fairly.  It  iSj^  I 
trust)  unnecessairy  to  repeati  that  notbii^  perw 
sonal  is  meant  against  the  maint£nners  of  tbat 
theory,  who,  I  dare  wy,  iinteiid  as.honestlyi  as 
thos6  on  the  side  of  the  popiiJaitiim  theory^ 
The  animadyercioos^  ab'eady  m^%  or  ufMMt 
te  be  laadis,  we  confined  to  t^  t]»efury  i^U 
a»d  the  modes  'of  Supporting  H>  as  matter  sttl{^ 
ject  to  statistical  .orit}(^m«  O^qs^v^  to  ^ 
theorist  the  fre€(  remarks  of  an  oppcment  wiU 
generally  prove.  Bat  wh^!\.  the  combined 
6anae  of  dnankind  tattd^  td  virtue  bas^s^a^  uu^H 
at  stake,  troth  must  be  spolien  plaiidy  and 
honestly,  though  it.  may  fo^nd.  harshly  to 
many.  To  mince  matters,  in  a  cose  of  quel) 
vital  importance,  is  to  betray  the  sacred 
cause. 

The  subsistence  theory,  in  all  its  leading  pe-* 
culiar  ideas,  seems  to  have  been  formed  with  af 
singular  ignorance  of  the  real  principles  of  cir- 
culation, ot  else  with  an  utter  inattention  to 
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tbam^.  Th^  rcicepticm  wU<^  it  at  first  met 
iHth,  reflects  na  ore^H  ob  tbejstatistical  criti* 
cism  of  the  coantry*   It  sbows  bow  imperfectly 

*  II;  would  tend  greatly  to  the  advancement  of  statis- 
tical science,  were  all  who  study  it,  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
fl'emiipl^te  knoMedge  •£  the  real  princifta,  ofdrcuUftiw* 
wittoiit  refincACfl  :t(fe  my  theoff,  ^nefei^  ^^y  venture  ta 
^SUmas  ov  deliver  a|i  0|Hnion  oo  uny  b?ai)ch  pf  this  most 
important  science*  Uoacquaintance  with  them,  or  an  in* 
distinct  knowledge  of  them,  betrays  Our  statisticians  into 
the  grossest  errors  and  even  ineoasistenoies.  Of  this  we 
have  all  sorts  dt  examples. 

f  Imi^  •  ava^m^wpfSB  befoiy  me  «t  preset^  (jSep« 
t^b^  Iftl?)*  §f»«.^  9Mr  n^e^paper  ^tytistic^ians  are 
CQO|pri^tu]ati(ig  tlie  country  on  the  inpr^asp  of  employment. 
'  In  one  paper  this  is  considered  as  springing  from  two  eomn 
bmlng  immediate  eeetesy .  ce-ope^albg  with  an  orlgbia)  at 
pi#cKsposhg  cause.  1/  A  Adt  in  thf  pme  of  i^  ^Uf 
ssitfr'it  effirlini  iAd  fl^  e  ikn  in  tb^  price  q(  the  manu^c- 
l^etf*  Aa4  the  ori^nel  pfwtf  is  fopiid  in  some  late  far- 
ther i^urtailments  among  the  persons  employed  by  Govern- 
ment Now  what  is  the  fact  in  real  life  ?  The  first  aV 
ciimstanee  tends  to  dirolntsh  the  power  of  the  cultifetor  t^ 
give  eesployeseat,  and  Ml  ttpv^t  iirheii  oefp>iged  eritb  the 
lljghfs  priq^A  of  tk^  second.  Xhk  49ewd  19  f^  ^r<H>f  of 
tbftiAPr^O  of  em^qyntent  among  the  n^anufacturers,  and 
is  al^Q  a  source  of  additional  employment,  combined  with 
the  lower  prices  of  the  first.  These  two  circumstance 
ffiere^e, instead  of combtnieg, operate ageinsteapii eti^ff* 
4iiid  teod  19  melie  th^  qm  •  mere  trt^4&r  on#  es  t^  the 
«j|tifii»  or  to  leave  the  emouQt  of  th^  netional  ^ploymeqt 
us  before.  The  third  circumstance,  again,  which  is  rec- 
Iconed  the  original  or  predisposing  cause  of  the  increase^ 
tended,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  curuilment,  direetty  %o 
#a|iqii»h^|iiployment  end  iecrees^  $ta|Wtion. 
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the  science  of  statist^  iras  known  aimodg^  its^ 
in  spite  of  all  onr  learned  talking  abonttk.  Had* 
onr  critics  examined  that  theory  by  ih&  4ietttal> 
law  of  nature,  or  the  regulaiing  ptnper  of  Ift^- 
demand^  alone,  it  must  have  been  explo^d  as 
soon  as  it  was  broached.  It  covdd  toot  haw 
been  received  by  a  statistician,  tbwougtily  ao 
quainted  with  the  results  of  that  all-powefflil 
law,  for  an  hour. 

The  fundamental  principle  of' this  themy  o£ 
Mr.  Maltfaus,  or  a  natmial  tendency  in  popida- 
tk>n  to  increase  faster  than  subsistenoe,  has 
been  styled  by  a  French  populattMiist  un  M-t 
phisme  tris  haUletnewt  soutenu.      I   entirdy 
agree  mth  him  that  it  ks  a  ^ysm.    I  agree 
also  with  him,  that  it  has  been  wry  iMy  si^ 
ported,  when  I  confine  the  latter^Kservationto 
supporting  it  with  ingenious  sophistry,  and  BXk 
imposing  consistency  in  the  deductions  front 
the  original  sophism.     But  when  I  try  the 
manner,  in  which  Mr.  Mallhus  haa  Hmintaine^t 
it,  by  the  principles  of  cin^idation  a^  4f. 
genuine  statistical  science,  I  must  withdr&w  my 
i^^prdtkation.  I  must  affirm,  that  it  is  a  sc^hisnij 
which  has  been  supported  byinnob  aenleJi-^v 
phisti^,  but  In  a  manner  which  showsacmrprigi 
ing  tinacquaintance  with,  or  else  disregard  of> 
the  real  causes  operating  in  nature  and*  their, 
vactmtl  results* 

If  there  be  a  €lear  unquestionable  law  in ' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


etWhikl.      A  GBNSBAL  WSCAPWULATION.         34L 

nature,  tnr  if  tbere  be  one  which  egsentially 
ai^ets  ittatiistics^  it  is  ttfat  ctf  the  regulating 
p0m$f  ef  the  demand  over  the  supply^  as  far  a» 
th^  is  dq>endent  on  the  will  of  man.  And  with 
resptot  to  no  branch  of  the  supply  is  its  reguv 
kMing  influence  seen  more  evidently  operating; 
fat  ^e  first  ^w  of  the  subject^  tl^m  tbiat  of 
sid^stence.  If^  however,  in  this  branoh,  the 
law  of  nature  48  set  aside  by  the  counteraction 
oif  cert^n  drcumstances,  this  should  have  been 
<S^inctly  gone  into,  and  it  should  iiave  been 
shown  by  a  n^inote  analysis  of  the  operation  of 
these,  that  they  were  sufficient  constantly  to 
overpower  the  law  of  nature  in  this  instance. 

But  has  Mr.  Malthus  done  this  ?  Far  from 
it,  I  do  not 'find  any  notice  taken  of  that  law  of 
natnre,  as  if  •  he  had  not  been  a\Vare  that  any 
sm^h>law  existed. 

Vtor  has  he  done  any  thing  like  this  in  a 
cMlaterat  way.  It  is  clear,  that  if  the  supply 
of  subsistence  regulatei^  the  demand,  it  must 
al^e  firom  certain  natural  invincible  obstacles 
operating  against  the  demand,  either  a  want  of 
acklitidnal  b^\,  or  something- that  prevents,  a 
snfleient  number  of  suppliers  being  employed 
to  meet  tllis  poHion  of  the  demand.  But  there 
is  confessedly  an  abundance  of  *  uncultivated 
and  imperfectly  cultivated  soil  every  where. 
It  must  then  be  a  deficiency  of  suppliers,  which 
the  demand  was  not  in  this  case  able  to  pro- 
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cnre.     Has  he  then  taken  care  to  ^itmw  u^ 
that  there  was  a  oooHtaiit  demami  in 
guppliera  than  could  be  obtaiaed)  bj 
that  thoagh  there  \ms  a  perpetaal  ti/Gm,oi  < 
culators  fram  the  operations  of  t/^m^  to. 
opera^ns  of  the  countryi  yet  tlie  fpitifatap 
could  not  p!x>cure  the  fi^  number  of  Itfpnda'lip 
wanted  ?    Neither  faa«  he  ^o^  nuto  tWs  at  ^ 
He  has  uideed  accid^tally  noticed  a  w^ 
known  fact  which  proves  the  contrary^  or  that 
tliere  is  a  constant  iow  of  popul^rt^  (nm  tbm 
tsountry  into  towns^  or  of  sufipliers.jof  rabrat^ 
ence,  owing  to  a  wani  of  emplojfmentj  ^hat  ^ 
a  deficiency  of  the  dcffiaod^  from  that  bianoh 
to  other;  branches  of  the  sopplj  in  T^bkk  the 
demand  was.  greater^     Neither  tea  be  aft  all 
attempted  to  show>  t^  $be  amvafa  piW(^  of 
subsistence  was  exoriiiitant  in  coaapaiiiioft  w^M 
the  prices  of  other  articles,  a^  it  must  noeoa* 
warily  hare  been,  if  the  demand  k^  faajnMd 
the  supply.    Nor  has  he  shown,  that  tba^ior 
crease  of  population  tends  unifermfy  te^  dio^ 
nish  the  amount  of  employm^t  and  ofrw^altb 
by  overstocking.  *.*  • : 

All  this  was  indispensably  necesisaigr  ^.Jie 
done,  in  order  to  examine  the  qua^aa  ppn^ 
pletfly^  and  to  establish  this  new  ^ptmifki, 
which  sets  aside  one  of  the  most  pov^i^ayKl 
universal  laws  of  nature  connected  ifith  naf . 
Put  he  has  done  nothing  of  the  lamdy    Ha  im» 
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pMig  t9'shbm  wfabt  w»  ^v^ljcnoiirii  to  €very 
pamuA  of  obamrvaliM, .  tiiat  ttiere  is  an  €^1k 
fackmi'biikiroen  ifafe^aiiKmttts  of  smbsisteiK)^  and 
^ofniiotkm;  TUe  ctdjwtiBeM  of  ihe  supply  to 
tteiiieiiiatKl  Ao  person^  at  ali  acquainted  wit| 
tile  JBbfettir'iQiwId.eltlier  he  ignorant  of,  or  dis^ 
piita-  Siiti  iHia*  proof  d0e6  it  imAg  of  tte 
lexisftmce  ^  <be  p^incipto  of  the  siabbifiteHce 
$bMry}  it.  pmfes  tbe  codtraiy,  It  proves 
idi«t4l»  hwrof  natQi^  oporates  m  completely 
mMk  respect  to'TOfeNiistenoe)  ai^  wUih  respect  to 
every  other  Mitnob  of  t^finkf^ly,  by  regnl^in^ 
tffae  mlaiber  irf  the  mpglksts,  and  the  am6nnt  of 
<tk  0af^,  to 'the  wants  of  the  popiUatioQ^  that 
«^  to  tlie  aikuiiuit  of  the  detnaiid* 

MMkmk  mt  wen  iii}tio6d  the  $$m^  eepskh^ 
brmai,  wim^  codstS'  betiraen  th^  mtto^nt  qf 
p&ptintkm,  atd  the  fttpply  of  liod6e4>  clothiiig, 
Mmnkit  mk)  the  fwt;  mnoh  less  shown,  Tiiiy 
liiis  stMe  1^  eqiilfihmuBt  that  belongs  to  these 
poitloiis  of  the  ni|iply' whiofa  fona  about  70  per 
^i^nt,  of  tlteirimley^if  ^e  ^jlj^,, constituted  the 
gutawtenee  portion,,  thougli  e^nal  to  SO  per 
«ent.  tihly  irf^the  sane  whokf^  the  came. 
•  He  has  thnt^inevnr  gone  into  the  questioB 
MtnaBy  at  isstt^  with  trespect  to  the  real 
'faft!0ifdW''««tt^  Kcsnlts^oC  natux«  that  mnst 
■hfciil^ltAA  liiottiid ^minntely  analyzing iacts, 
heis^  iwm  them  to  real  prin* 
z  4 
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dplai^  he  has  gtven  qb  <mi]^  MravpliMrir^  «iid 
tiu^netical  iauigiDaticHis.  He  tMls  iMt?«rllb 
asfiupiing  the  very  thiqg  MMfc  ww  to  be  \ 
and  which  we  have  shown  to  be  dti«eCfy' 
trary  to.the  ktiro  and  reaultaof  aatara^  or  thai 
population  has  a  natucal  tenttenqr  to  incrMit 
£ister  than  snbsistrace.  To  support  thii8»  hie 
assumes  another  absurdity,  or  at  least  anoAer 
principle  which  is  faise^  or  that  popnlation,  ac^ 
cording  to  \\&  natural  rate  of  iaerease>  would 
double  itself  in  about  tweQ|y>£ve  yeaoi»  because, 
in  certain  cojoabinatims  id  eirooinstaaoesi  as  hs 
those  of  the  new  settlements  of  Anecica,  ib  has 
been  found  to  increase  at  about  that  fate*  thom^ 
in  all  other  .oombinations  of  cironiastanees,  tht 
natural  rate  of  increase  diffecs.  AU  his  Mftv 
sonings  are  mere. feoc^iiigs  drawn  it^fat  tiMW 
fundamental  absnrditJes^  or  fldse  prineiplesi  *• 

Indeed  with  equal  corteetness  mighb  he 
have  as^upled,  thaA,  as  the  natoral  quaKiksaffd 
conditions  of  popul^itiw  are  to  be  sought  ^mtmIi 
the  savage  state^  0r  the  ongiaal^BQd  MAnnd 
state  of  man,  population  has  sca«odly  any  na^ 
tural  tendency  to  imcrease.  What  taidenfi|i.of 
this  soit  it  acquire  is  evidentlyartttoial^  oe«tha 
result  of  the  ai:jtificial  stimulants  of  civilisEation. 
Subsistence^  tker^ore^  tin  aniaunt  of^uddA  mm 
be  increased  so  rapidl^^  thai  ii  imike  mtuh  i^/M^ 
a  population  which  is  dmbkd  in  iwentlfx^me 
years,  hffs  a  nqtural  twdem^  to  wmmm-niMh 
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fm^ter^Mmn  pqmluikiiy  Mtwe  Un^t  checked,  in 
Mi  imtmmlfpQgt€$s,  by  the  feani  <f  a  mffickf^f 
ihmm^Jhr  U;  ihat  is^frem  the  general  stow^ 
fmmrf  the  inctease  ^'  populatkm.  Tbe  same 
mtmamftmm^MMidtbeMme  peaaoi^tigs  fromthem, 
irthMiarg  used  in  attaaliittiig  to  esteblisfa  h\» 
^peck»  of  (RiliBisteiice  theory,  would  equally 
«eeve  to  estiMlsh  this  species  of  it.  But  both 
are  aKke  fooi^tod  on  fiiUacies.  Iii'  tbe  latter^ 
iHjmmeTj  Hie  ptineiple  tliat  the  increase  of  popu- 
Ittkm  is  derived  irom  the  artificial  sthnulauts 
of  ei^iHratiiip,  seeoie  wan^uated  by  &ets. 

His  theory  fe  not  merely  unsupported  by 
Hm  reMltB  iu  real  lil^  btst  is  in  every  leadii^ 
fM^it  n  difftet  coabn^tidu  to  these.  ^  Its 
fiMuHs  are  ia  the  iuiwse  ratio  of  those  ef 
BBtore.*"  It  is  ib  fiiet  .a  theory  of  mere  a^ 
«niiiiplkKi8«  Afld  IheM*  assumptions  are  de* 
teided  not  by  stnct  reascMiing,  but  ingeniooB 
.tt|riMais:  by  wgmag  perpetually  in  a  circle, 
the  cijrcfe  ^  his  owo- theoretical  imagiDations, 
w&tb  h»w  tittle  regard  to  real  causes  and  results, 
wt  have  seen.  He  tooks  at  nature  and  h^r 
JDfHratiou  eatirely  through  the  medium  of  bis 
fli^gvtec.th^ovy. 

AU  it0  piini|4es  are  in  full  opposition  iA 
^  real  prineiptes  qf  eircukitio>f.  Indeed  np 
ttetistieini  tlMNniugbly  acquainted  with  these, 
but  would  at  oice  reject  the  former  as  a  sys- 
tem of  oiwe  fituey* 
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1^  shdir>  tl»t  tMs  (tooi^iim  Is  tUfymti^ 
ranted^  I  shall  Kcapktt|ate>  and  e^itt|Ai«  tke 
causes  and  reralts  o€^Ibs  ttoory  witliifc^  etteilb» 
and  results  in  nature  or  r^l  U^.  *   <« 

Hie  subsistence  theory  is  loMidM  M*Mr 
assnmption  that  papHkftim  has  a  ^aftimrf^MMt. 
ency  to  increase  infinkefy  fmter  than  MMkf- 
ence.  Yetj,  after  the  lapsft  of  tiMtasaMie  «f 
ye^rs^  ve  ffind  jiopntatloii  stai''e»iBtitig''eti»ry 
where  amid  an  abuodatice  irfMWittMial  m^mm 
ei  subsistence^  not  yet  drawn  upon,  and^wMih 
probably  wiH  not  be  Mty  dmwn  UfMn^  tho«^ 
Baod9  of  years  to  comei.  •  ^  * 

it  assames,  that  nian^  aifii«l«il«M»«ftmif- 
dance  of  means,  is  s^^u  sM&  ^^i^piwiMi^ff 
to  universal  scurdtyy  produdng  amowg  tki'gtMi 
iody  want  and  diseasi^.  '      i 

It  assnmes,  that  tke  mto^mt  of  ikeOmnmud 
f^  subsistence  is  ahmffs  l^]ger  ikM  <ik?  ^^pt^. 
fftp  price,  of  course^  vm9t  be  eMridtfmt.  fe 
real  life,  the  price  of  subsistence  ei^r  bass^  fonll, 
«md  still  is,  upon  the  atera^  of  years^  at  a  fiidir 
rate  compared  with  that  of  othei'  articles. 

It  assumes,  that  there  is  a  cansfmit'd^ 
eiency  of  suppKers.  The  fe^t  in  natwe  it, 
that  a  considerable  portion  ^  f  be  people,  borq 
and  bred  up  in  the  country,  la  animatty  femed 
to  abandon  the  business  Of  cuMvation,  fffm 
the  want  of  employment,  and  emigrate  to  town^ 
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Ummmm,  ilmtk^iMimid  rates  vf  tke  m^ 
i^  pefmUi^n  0misith8kt^me  camparei 
itMktemsk  aih^fsre^  Ai/^nner  mcardmg  M  thf 
gmtm4t  imi,  md  Ht€  iatter  aoeeriii^  to  tke 
mMmrtiml  nati^  Blat  mMmtcmcthsm  no  rate 
^imnmfoi  il»  ^«a  wb«tefier«  Whet  it  Im^ 
is  fii«i  to  it  by  popdAtMn ;.  Md^  of  cmne^  iti 
mti*  4)f  iMMMe  miferttly  oMmiMHMb  with 

It  araimmi  #ib«^  pojn^hainH  hm  a  eertam 
rtgukn"  nabtt^  rmtm  ^' mertem.  In  oial  lifil 
iffijrat«&l  ratio  <tf  increMe,  whea  it  doegin^ 
ffrtacyAi  yarfe^fy  irr^giiiar,  varyiag'  in  ererf 
opmtfjTy  luidiii'tfae  umt  covntryat  difiareot 
tiiMft^  Moordlng  to  tke  aotnal  state  of  tbe  «ti* 


Oil  lim  olinhiwtinn  ^ikmt  ior  the^iae  heNy 
j|iiDOtft«a^  dtwuwMfi  or  atationariiiefip  i)bc»K 


n^  ^inm'tmBe^  U  mM  dmMe  its^nm^trntevef^ 
fwm$ifjke  i^etM.  Xhe  period  of  do«bliiif 
atfiJKPwl  ift-on^.foind  ia  «  £ew  distritts  in  mmf 
fmUcviM  fJMiMMtfinnw,  But  the  .aT8ni§r 
iof  dottbUog  Amt tbe  whole  eacthy  mtmct 
e»tlMii43ey6M8*. 


*  lla(»piliett  of  StatoBy  B.  iv.  ch.  S.  p.  SML 
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it  aggqwes,  that  ike ijmmHiiymf  iwhl$tumv^ 

dtmandfarit.  11ifeQiih)6ifiayiJ»r.«f  BOtvfii^iB^ 
that  the  dcnaand  ragvilatiift  the  mp|ity,: »  Aar^ . 
as  tUa  18  dependeat  upon  the  vriMt^  mto.  .:AMh 
every  feet,  arithoat  an  eaceptiai^  abom^Haatt, 
thia«law<)perailes  aaccaapl^df  itrMiTCSpaetito* 
sahiiitare,  aa  m^  rcapeet  -  ta-  4te  o4ii«^ 
bian^aacf  siip^.^  .s  : '  ^r 

It  aaaoniea,  that  H  is  aoeerdiug'^  ikeHd$i09^ 
dance  f^f  Mksistemce^  that -the  p&ptdaUm  ^m 
£rtrktjar  country  imreasei^  lo  TCal'*lifi^we 
fyxd^s^ssAjxeimm  ^Sstriota  ppoiam  .taMUMtty; 
uetenAi  times  the  aaiaiiiit  of^itha-^bad^i^vhiah 
tbnriowiijpeople  raqaie^,  xiiifi.]«t  tfaaraeaMiaBt 
popmlatioB  is  iiwmt  eWkmmcf^  Joai^iptaaiN* 
taui  «amfitries  have .«oiitiiuiad  fiar.tvgeataSie 
CTpa^taic  <^  sirtntetMoe  te  a^cMipiiMaUa 
entelt^  and  others  to  hfeiaij^orleiac  ^taifraama 
tiaaly  peopled  aod*  shnr.  ^populathig.' diatiitta 
import  food,  while  fiome.dnefcljr  poapitd'-iaii 
rapidly  popahrtkigr  eoimtrks  export  itt^MMMt^fte 
pra|lortioD  as  the  peD|de  lo  geaaral  live  team^ 
|>erat3riy  aad  ratber  soantilys^  tfaeji  haveagteator 
naiober ^ ehildren^  and,  oa  tfae.ottor  Imai^ia 
paopovtioii  asjdiey  use  a  oapagflaityiof  &a4^ 
they  afle4ess  proMe^  i  i  ;:i* 

.  It  assumes^  that  the  »wcia» •  ^  pupuhMlmu 
tu^  o  imdmcy  is  o^erstack^,  «  ia  the  jmetmoaf 
emphymenL      In  real  Itfe,  the  thinner   the 
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the  ottmiiir  i»1te  av«Mgft4i»atiit 
c&^'^Mti^JoyBMnty  and  the  more  idfo  afe  the 
V0tk«»dtt8aes4biiBd.to  ba;  while  tlKtyofae^ 
dii»|MpiitatMiy  and  the  fiuCef  it  iaeimsMy  Hm 
gnftter  the  deMand  ^inr  bamfe^  and  the  more- 
c  oniliMtly.gpiyhyed  is  tbe^wh^k  mass. 

It  MsameB^  l^at  the  ineteaae  of  pofttl^im 
htm  ^  €»kAn  tmiemy  to  promote  pooerif^ 
while  itt  real  life  the  increase  of  p^ioiatkni  is 
the  wfe.0rig|iMl  souree  of  all  peiMaMftt  in- 
cBcaw  jaiwalth.  The  filter  a.eoai»aiitty  ia^ 
eiMttas;  thftfttoieTaipidlgrfieh  ithnonet;  im 
the'Othaphawii^ ^wihtatpmiiihitiwiM  ata-staiid^ 
Hg  aidaiHf— lul  inwoMt,  if  it  adname  «t  aii^ 
Is-iwrsnabdr;  'and  when  it  daefeaBety^ther  grmi 
nuMi^iiidftVBify  becomes  peorer*  i 

M^  aBswnes,  that  a  conOmd  defimmty  la ' 
th0suf^»fy0f''isub$MmeeJ^atmdemy'io^'pn^  * 
dmeo  poonty  Mumg  the  gpwt^mmt^  AcmnHmg  * 
tckiiwiaws  of i6lioalatioft,-a«h.  a  atpteof  the 
6ii|i^:ef  «iiartide  wiiTerealtyiiisedr  nttifneA 
wUl  that  of  the  damandi  hyt  enhancing  4ha 
imee^  wottlA^lmd  to  cmatOf  naeh  addHimai 
iraodlb*    It  would  ^ield. '801  entra  aeawmt  of 
iBBraM.  ^UMl"ca]dlal  aaaNig'  the  caltifaltog>  : 
claMet^  and*'«OMeqpmrtljr,  throagh  these  an  *; 
extra  ameont  of  employment^  orithe:  means  of  - 
inaoaia,  t^-tbe  olber.idassai  o£  society^    if  ti^ 
•cMiadn'  teal  fitmines,  tUs  has  heon  Qniferail|r> 
,*     i::     •    'I'  ■;• 
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*^  It  MABIM6,  that  tht.  prtdmmtmi  eiiiwurir 
«^'»W  fr^»  *ke  hmmm  of  /ii|m/a/jiw^;4w>e 
^racft  Of  ^/'Tw jT  i^^^^^  ^  Mmn^  ^  nn/'iiuiiiHe 
onif  pavgrfy.  In  r^l  Ufi^^  thi)  pitdMinmit 
ftitmiirff  arisii^  from  populdwneat  aiMl  tto  in* 
crewe  of  population^  are  thoie  4«nMd  froni 
hDniy  and  wealth,  or  an  excesft  iii.«atiag.  Bod 
drinkiof  »  on  the  one  hand^  and  a  defioieiMy^ 
hiiakh&l  >ex6cd»,  <»  the  otbaci 

pofiui0ti9n  to  iwrawr  j^|iMiMUi^<«N)i«r.«^.<ifi4 
aidieme,  tmds  to  ^td^^  ike  Immr  ciiwc  Ai 
dkHrtmy  omul  to  jpretwit  any  .|frea#  /ririiiawtl 
«n€lbra/i(m  o^  M«ir  M»4M^  Bitfr.ia  tUs  liba 
&ct  ia  tfeai  life }  No*  The  unifarni  resdl  of 
the  .inei*eaie  of  popatotiaa  k  an  inciting  iA^ 
Auence,  wbiofa  operaftes  towatda  kaproving  the 
cMiditkMi  of  all  raaks  fivMu  the  loweiH  to  Ijba 
higinBt^  with  respec*  to  the  varioaacDmforfci.  of 
fMd  Uviiigf  educati^  ia  etim^  alt  the  nieailifaf 
hftpfwuMi;^  whalfvw  OM  may  he  mtie  of  Ihcae 
by  the  gaeat  body  itf  eiroitlatorB.  I%e  iuMae 
^SfopohAcmiHyinvmMty,  the  grand- aottree* of 
awdtli- wwi  Mpprowmettt  to  mankind; 

Snob  is  the  theory,  whicii  to  the  cfecattdit 

^  fltati^ttoal    arience  imposed  on  so  many 

.  ftaiislktfan,  aod  which  ^ooe  time  was  ooaair 

dered  bythem  as  strictly  demonstrated;  a  theory, 
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tbe  randto  of  which  have  been  thite  felljr 
shown  to-be  '^  in  the  inverte  ratio  of  those  of 
uttMure/*  X  ha?e  called  it  a  syateot  of  iii«re 
£Mifiyi:.IfihQiildbejMtiie<i  is  calting  itasjtth 
tiNift  of  fiMcifttl  abMi^ty. 


.   .     ,        CHAPTER  VIIL 
tomiivtrit^  ottgflRVATibNs  on  Tirfe- idtf BSfsmNcfe 

'.  QtmnOK    AT  IMtrS    llfi'FV^EN     THR     POPULA-' 

'  nrftmtsts  ani>  AmtMPULATioNisTs. 

Tm^'vA'^S*^^  feiwd^d  iif)|(9A  aeraiiij^ioiis  90 
diret^ly.coDtrary  to  th^  ^^KUi^s  «Mi  ter^vlte  ia 
foaj\  me,  9^  the  eobsiAtmce  theory  is^  should 
i}a¥e  m«it(  wiUi  cjuffoess^.  dma^  fiaen  eiiUMor- 
diparyr  •  Its  reeiqptjon  nui^  howwer^  be  ac^ 
oount^  for  partly  by  a  hiwiif^  in  ««mH]  pemoBS, 
w^.ha^  not  thought  mwh  on  the.  siihi|eQt> 
toww^Al^  oinnioii  oC  the  vaultiiwle^  that  aew 
QWt^fSfim  fA  oddit^oa  1»^dwi]Atprs»  jriftoo  t^e 
oUrHi^  a  Y<me,state  than. before; ia«d  i^artly 
Ipoih.  tbottiftGl  oC  aii«  «i|uitib^ttni  beinf  fewd 
hefcweenrfhndMMndftf  fwpuki((ioo  jsmd  thesap- 


.itw^s*loobfiatUyl«Mined»  that  this  eq»i* 
tU9ti9R)m#  the  eisqMeoQe-iOf  whieh.  oould  oattbe 
dMfmtcdi  muet  il^pe  ff^m  the  latter  be^ig  the 
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ciiase  cf  the  fortner.  Had  oor  itatiMidaiis^ 
Btfvfeirer,  applied  the  law  of  nature,  or  the  r^go- 
httiog  power  of  the  demand,  to  this  position, 
tbejr  woald  have  seen  at  onee,  that  wn  eipUi^ 
hrium  was  common  ta  all  the  other  specie  of 
knpply  with  that  of  sobsistence,  and  that  it 
arose  from  the  will  of  population.  Hie  alarm-* 
ing  babble  of  the  subsistence  theory  would  have 
instantaneously  burst  befm^  them. 

The  bold  assertions  of  a  theorist^  who  has 
attained  to  re{mtation>  faaye  frequeiitly,  for  a 
time»  all  the  influence  of  troths  confinned  by 
fiicts.    And  when  these  are  car^nity  Mid  pvu* 
dently  softened  down  in  the  detail  by  explana- 
tions and  limitations,  the  error  in  them  is  ren-i 
dered  more  seeure  from  detection.    The  mys- 
tery,  which  those  visionwies  the  economists  botfi 
introduced  into  statistics,  and  which  Dr.  Adwa 
Smith  unfortunatdy  assisted  in  preservings  tgr 
bis  popular  but  unwarranted  fancies  respectu^gp 
the  fundamental  principle  of  productiveness,  h^d. . 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reception  of  so  wild  and. 
mysterious  a  theory.  That  celebrated  6oonomist| . 
for  an  economist  he  is  in  the  most  impcortant 
point  of  all>  had  so  bewildered  oqr  sciolisti 
in  statisties>  with   certain  fencied  principles 
and  occult  or  unintdligible  qoalitieB,  and  had  . 
succeeded  so  completely  in  turning  their  attcn*., 
tion  from  real  causes  and  tbdr  effects  to  these  , 
hnaginatSons  on  that  ^nd  pointy  aqd  in  thr^« 
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ing  the  whole  subject  connected  with  the  lead- 
ing principle,  into  doubt,  uncertainty,  and  ob- 
scurity, that  it  had^  become  as  easy  for  an  inge- 
nious man  to  prove  one  thing  as  another  in 
statistics.  This  science  <tf  facts  was  in  a  man-^ 
ner  changed  into  a  science  of  fancies. 

Mr.  Malthus  seems  to  reckon  greatly  on  his 
theory  having  met  with  so '  much  attention, 
when  it  seems  to  militate  so  strongly  against 
the  fdeljngs  of  mankind.  That  it  is  strongly 
TcpuMve  to  a  gi-eat  portion  xif  mankind,  is  true; 
but  there  is  another  portion  of  mankind,  and 
that  by  no  means  a  small  one,  which  takes  ^ 
particular  delight  (however  unnattiral  as  well  as 
injurious  to  their  own  happiness  it  may  appear) 
in  viewing  human  nature  on  the  dark  side. 
T^is  cast  of  mind  seems  peculiarly  prevalent  in 
this  country.  Our  most  popular  works,  at 
least  for  a  time,  are  those  which  dwell  on  the 
gloomy  side  of  affairs.  A  work  of  this  cast,  if 
it  be  only  successful  in  blackballing  to  a  strik- 
ingly sable  pitch,  never  fails  to  have  a  run. 
Tlie  gloomy  and  exaggerated  picture  of  human 
misery  which  Mr. 'Malthus  has  drawn,  however 
odious  and  repulsive  to  those  who  wish  to  enjoy 
^istence,  and  see  things  on  the  feir  side,  is 
particularly  attractive  to  our  partizans  of  the 
dark  side.  It  feeds  their  spleen,  and  gratifies 
them  with  something  eminently  malevolent 
and  livid.    A  gentleman,  who  wa$  completely 
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Mmsy  on,  Bopvtetiw  me  rtpnUishiMJI^  wMi  Hi* 
tdiircf  bwoMiiifi^i^iiddedtoTi,  tint.  U  iMi 
giv^a  kin  fwb  plMsw^  Im  hfMl  read  it  Mtr 
tkree  tuneft,  and  BKa»t  to  MQfd  it  ^a^ 

But  in  9k  firae  coiurtejr  ^ml  Mi  iniiiiM^  ^W^ 
Ihe  operaliiaiis  of  Mtu»  e«m«*  be  tong  mis*- 
Mprasented  or  slaodemd^  vMk  womm.  Id  It 
ime  o£tlie  niaeiiy  aih«i»jkage%.£pr  ivIm^ 
1M>  tiunk  tibt.iiicoe»se.of  p«piilftti$H^  thftft  in^Hi 
progrtsi^  it  tends  to  ctilCMrale  ^  minA  fiMvr 
extenttrdiy^as  «ea%aatj|e«oil^  w4^e€o6iir89^ 
to  ptomote  free  and  fltaket  inqnky.  Mr«  WA^ 
th!i6.haB  attmned  to  Ugh. aotomtj:  and  notsK 
lietjp  has  amdh.  inftnence  in  the  fiterar)»  worU^ 
as  in  t^e  vodU  at  large.  There  are  also  o^rtakr 
ttiainesnvringa  among  theoretical  parties^  wUdk 
haye  for  the.  tim^  some  influence  in  stiflMier 
inqmty  and  preventing  the  progress  of  tnidk 
But  no  reputation^  nor  any  QttUMenyriogiiqto 
succeed  in  nllnnatei^  supporting  a  theoiy^ls 
direct  oppositioa  to.  t)^  laws  of  natiftre^  md 
th^  results. 

Mr.  Mahlius,  indeed  m  bis  pnfacs^  l» 
the  late  edition,  lays  cteim  to  the  snppocft'^ 
facte  since,  t^e  fiirst  publication  of  his: 
This  claim  "wM  not.  surprise,  those  nih^ 
read  his  Sasay  m\h  diacrimination.  Bok  vir 
have  seen  how  far  such  a.  cbun.can  he  reatty 
wpported  by  ihe  result o£  the  last  Jtweutjs  yeaasi^ 
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'  1.  Witir  respect  tor  ttte  ft»idam«nt«l  ati 
^Mcf,  snhMtmce.  Wlmt  fata  been  tlie  ifesruK  cff 
ttie  increase  of  oar  popalaUon^  which,  iktrin^ 
tbttt  pei*hMf,  has  protmftly  been  more  rapid  than 
lit  tit^  dCfaer  vb  the  history  of  dtir  isfand?  Ote 
Best  fend^  by  natimf  tetd  Ki  general  been  pre^ 
irionsly  taken  Into  cnltivalidn.  A  Inxurioos  » 
linperflnotis  consnnrptSon  of  eatables  anddriob^ 
ttbks  (I  allnde,  ifir  the  latter  case,  chiefly  fD 
iffre  WMtefal:  use  of  grain  in  spirits)  had  ek- 
tendddt  to  a  most  extraordmary  manner 
fhttmghoxtt  every  rank;  and  in  addftimttoall 
iUs,  an  unnsaal  increase  of  more  hioratirie 
tiiKfe  of  employment,  wass  constantly  operating 
to  tempt  the  peasants  to  withdraw  from  the 
fetigxring  and  1%e  fow-^priced  labour  of  snpiply-* 
ing  subsistence.  Yet  our  cuMvatorrhilye  kept 
typ  the  supply  to  the  addttionai  demand.  WicK 
vMpect  to  th^  less  frugal  species  of  subsis/tence, 
taeat.  In  tte  consumption  of  which  there  ha^ 
been  so  great  an  augmentation  of  the  areragt 
quantum,  the  islands  ha^e  fully  supplied  the 
additional  requisitions.  They  have  done  the 
•amo  with  regard  to  all  the  vegetable  esculents, 
except  com.  They  have  drawn  an  additional 
Quantity  of  that  fr^mi  the  exporting  countriest 
Vbrt  the  amount  imported  has  by  no  means'lh-- 
•creased  accondhig  to  the  proportion  of  the 
g^eueral  increase  at  home.  And  even^  that 
tmtld  have  been  tvitU  ease  raised  iii  the  islands, 
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if  the  deficiency  had  not  been  suj^Ued  from 
the  superfluity  of  countries^  whose  prices  ajre 
lower. 

In  some  cases  of  ungenial  seasons,  fcoof, 
the  successful  efforts  of  speculation,  isyopported 
by  the  maximum  of  an  assize  in  bread,  and 
aided  by  the  well-meant  but  iiyudicipus  intc^r 
ference  of  government,  there  has  beenanjajiN- 
pearance  of  deficiency ;  but  this  w^s  more  .ifi 
appearance^  than  in  i*eality.  The  quantity 
wanted  was  always  forthcoming,  though  at  a 
higher  price.  And  what  has  been  the  gca)eml 
result  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  gra^2 
Such  was  the  increase  in  that  supply  both  in 
this  country  and  abroad,  that  our  cultivator^ 
at  lengthy  qf'ter  our  population  liad  increased 
about  one  fourth  in  twentjf'Jive  years,  were 
forced  to  come  forward,  and  in  (position  to 
the  wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation^ 
call  upon  the  legislature  to  save  them,  by  a  high 
protecting  average  price,  fooni  the  ru^nouf 
effects  of  a  superabundance  of  grain  at  home, 
as  well  as  abroad. 

2.  Witli  respect  to  employment.  Such  has 
been  the  increase  in  the  avei*age  amount  of 
employment,  during  the  last  twenty  years,  that 
though  new  machinery  of  every  kind  has  beea 
introduced  to  an  extent  utterly  unparalleled^ 
and  though  the  various  classes  of  circulators 
have  attained  to  a  much  greater  adroitness  in 
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working,  both  machine  and  human  labour 
werel)arely  able  to  keep  up  the  supply  to  the 
demand  at  the  close  of  the  war.  By  the  ces- 
sation of  the  war  requisitions,  above  600,000 
hands  were  thrown  wholly  or  entu'ely  out  of 
employment,  in  Britain  alone.  These  are  now 
obtaining  employment  in  the  peace  lines.  *  And 
whence  ?  From  the  increase  of  our  population^ 
which  is  shown  by  the  unusual  extension  of 
baUdings  in  many  parts  of  the  island: 

3.  And  lastly,  with  respect  to  wealth.  Our 
population,  as  has  already  been  noticed,  has 
probably  increased  one  fourth  since  1792 ;  but 
our  income  has  increased  more  than  double. 
Instead  of  rising  to  170  millions,  according  to 
the  old  proportion,  it  rose  to  about  300.  The 
smaller  population  shared  about  13/.  6s.  8d. 
per  individual,  and  the  larger  in  1814  no  less 
than  23/.  or  about  70  per  cent,  more  *.  From 
the  cessation  of  war  employments,  and  some 
Extensive  emigrations  of  circulators,  the  na- 
tional income  has  since  sunk  considerably,  but 
at  the  lowest  it  did  not  fall  much  under  20/. 
each,  and  now  it  is  rising  above  that  from  the 
advance  in  prices,  which  has  been  caused  by 
the  increase  of  employment,  created  by  the  in- 
crease of  populati6n. 

And  yet  further :  in  some  years,  the  lower 

*  Fourth  Letter  to  M.  Say,  All  Classes  productire  of 
sationiil  W^tb,  p.  S12. 
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r^ks,  it  is  tnie^  were  distressed,  or  reodered 
poorer  by  the  nse  in  the  price  of  provii/sipnfl^ 
which  was  so  exorbitaat  for  a  time,  that  their 
wages  eould  not  on  the  sudden  be  brovght 
folly  up  to  it»  as  in  1801.  But  though  they 
lost  for  the  time^.  the  cultivator  gained :  and 
Hbej  reaped  ft  pennanent  benefit,  from  the 
permanent  rise  in  the  general  price  of  labour, 
created  by  th^e  very  rises  in  the  price  of  pro-r 
visions.  They,  on  the  other  hand,  were  injured 
oceasionally  and  n^ore  permanently  by  abun-^ 
d&iice^  fts  iv  the  year  \H\S.  The  diminution 
of  the  cultivator's  pric^,  which  ftrose  from 
that  abundance,  deprived  him  of  the  means  of 
living  the  usual  ^monnt  of  employment*  Theur 
pi4f  es  £eU  also,  and  at  the  same  time  the  avOit 
rage  amoijnt  of  their  employment  decreased  i 
and  thus  th^s  yevy  abundance  rendered  theni 
poorer. 

Such  are  the  facts^  which  Mr.  Mfdthus  baa 
laid  cl^im  to^  as  supporting  his  theory.  And 
c?rtainly^  if  r^sultn,  that,  in  every  variatiini  0^ 
circumstances,  a^xe  in  the  directly  opposite  or 
inverse  ratio  of  what  they  would  have  been  om 
hijs;  t^heory^  tend  to  confirm  that  theory,  be  baa 
obtained  fi  <?omplete  unequivopal  confirmal^iov^ 
of  it.  In  truths  decisive  as  the  statistical 
i:;^ults  of  the  last  twenty-ftve  years  have  been 
Against  the  unproductive  system,  they  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHtr.Yni.      tCBSnTEKCB  «im91WN.  8M 

bwn  no  le^  ooodnnve  agaitast  ttie  itib6M(tea^ 
theory* 

In  his  attempt  to  foist  a  new  and  moii^ 
itnms  principle^  ^fiiaily  (»liou8  as  it  is  peraU 
cioog^  into  the  system  of  nature^  he  has  entirely 
foiled.  On  a  fair  exja.miliattbn,  it  is  perceived 
to  be  as  nntroe  ta  the  head^  as  it  is  £dt  to  be 
l^epulsive  to  the  heart.  Hiat  the  amount  t^thi 
supply  shtmid  regnlaie  the  amount  rf  the  ^demmd 
is  a  prindpfe  i»f  ^mnst  self-^videiit  absurdity^* 
£very  pnndple  of  cUrculatioo^  kr&tj  real  Oanse^ 
every  actual  resnlt  is  against  it. 

And  the  abeurdity  of  the  principle  is  reil^ 
dered  stiU  more  sfrikingv  Ivhen  the  r^nlatinf 
power:  if  given  to  one  Itiird  of  the  supply  otef 
the  whole  of  the  demand^  while  the  other  iW^ 
thirds  are  perfectly  passive  ^ortidiis  of  the 
snpply^  completely  regokted  by  papulation. 

No  statistician  ever  did^  or  eter  will  diqmte 

the  httportance  of  that  indispensably  necessary 

portion  of  the  supply,  subsistence.    But  nHth 

.    Mr.Makhns  it  te  w^th,  happiness^  everything: 

^..  the  grrat  4mnmvm  kmum  of  tnali.    It  is  the 

'   gr$Ad  regulating  eauM  in  nature.    It  is  the 

god  of  this  lowihr  worlds 

I  admits  that  if  ni^ure  in  hiv  amo^ments 
ftttd  eodStltnted  the  iuppfy  the  regnlator  of  the 
dmandi  md  adjusted  things  to  tUrt  fdndAf 
rneMbU  law,  aft  far  as  appears  (but  we  nb^lmt 
be  a(#aM  «f  all  the  conseqqeacea  ^f  imSh  a 
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change)/  it  might  have  been  as  veil  for  pops* 
lation  as  the  revei'se,  which  is  the  law  of  her 
present  arrangements^  and  according  to  whidi 
they  are  all  adjusted.    It  would  certainly  be  a 
very  pleasing  alteration  for  the  cultivator^  the 
clothier,  the  builder,  the  booksdler,  and  indeed 
circulators   of  every  class^  as  far  as  we  can 
judge  at  present,  to  have  the  sup^  constituted 
the  regulator.    They  would  then  .have  only  to 
produce  as  much  of  an  article  as  Ihey  choose; 
and  they  would  find  demanders  {or  the  whole 
amount.     But  till  nature*s  .arrengementa  are 
altered^  unless  circulators  act  according  to.  the 
regulating  power  of  the  demaad,  they  .will  only 
injure  themselves.       Were  they  to  aet.upoa 
this  new  doctrine  of  our  subsistence  theorists, 
they  would  find  to  their  cost,  that  the;old  law 
of  nature  was  still  in  fiill  and  universal  forot^ 
though  these  theorists  had  chosen  to  imagine  it. 
reversed,  with  respect  to  a  most  iflifMtanli 
and  extensive,  set  of  articles.      They  mig^.i 
double  the  usual  supply  of  any  article;  but  Umji 
would  not.imd  the  number,  of  cnstoiftars^t 
the  article  incneased.by  their  thaoretical  UUj^  r 
For  myself,  I  never  admitted  the  siri>^t^ 
eppe  theory. <  .Having  long  paid;  attention  to^ 
the  principles  of  circulation,  and  partmolarlf  t0: 
the  negulating  power  of  the.  deoumd,  I  pert 
cmed  the  tbeoi^,  as  soon  ^  pmposed,  to  bo^ 
enlinly  founded*^  fitllaqy/  ^  m 
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ther  effect  for  the  cause.  But  I  confess,*!  wm 
not  cdmpletely  aware  of  the  flimsiness  of  the 
superstmcture  of  this  alanning  doctrine/  or  of 
the  mere  ^awaiTmited  ima^nations  of  which  it 
is  built,  till  I  bad  occasion  lately  to  examine 
Mr;  MalthiUB*s  work  more  minutely,  with  a  view 
to  the  present  discussion. 

Many  at  least  nominal  believers  it  has  cer- 
tainly had  16  boast,  but  for  my  own  part,  I 
dor  BOt  think  I  have  met  wilii  any  real.  They 
had  a  kind  of  general  idea,  that  the  doctrine 
WM  proved;  but  when  pressed  by  the  laws  of 
circidatioki,  I  fouud  they  had  not  examined  the 
fiobject,  aad  eould  neither  answer  the  objeo^ 
timig,  nor  give  me  a  reason  for  so  strange  an 
aberralkHi  in  nature  from  her  own  laws  in  the 
case  of  Attbsistenee  alone.  They  beEeved  it  was 
^nd  to  be  troe — Mr.  Malthus  had  shown  it 
tA  great  lenftftH-but  for  their  part  they  had 
not  ettmined  it  minutely  themselves,  and  diey 
could  not  pretend  to  give  a  decided  oidnion 
iipmit*  In  faot,  as  &r  as  they  did  believe, 
tliay  brtierved  they  knew  ngt  why,  or  because 
tilef  itti9gin^  it  was  ftlshionable  to  do  so. 

Thtte  »e  some,  I  hate  been  told,  who  taflt 
df  the  mbristeAee  ftiomfie  bdng  as  strictly 
dMuonitMted  as  any  thing  in  Euclid.  Tliis  may 
be>a  yery  nsefid  observadon  to  pfrevent  tiieir 
^pinien  ftott  being  qneiMkMied  by  tiiose  about 
tbMn  who  aro  <liBposed  to  acq^niesce  in  their 
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^Bift ;  but  it  aboliri  to  their  o|ip€ineoti>  tbat  tfatose 
««ba0teactaii8  are  not  aoqaaioted  with  the 
quwtioD  really  at  imuBj  and  •timt  they  hiKve 
never  examined  the  scdbject^  on  vMeh  tbejr  gvre 
an  opinion  so  authoritatively,  in  duch  a  manner 
as  to  render  thdr  opimoB  of  any  vakie.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  to  all  who  have  fairly  eicatnined 
it,  that  the  subsistence  princii^  sets  askle  one 
of  the  clearest  and  most  powerful  tews  of  natw^ 
connected  with  man  as  an  agent*  If  then  it 
be  true,  that  the  supply  lof  rabsistcMe  has  the 
|x>wer  attributed  to  it,; this  power  mnst  aiise 
Iroi*  certain  oonntemcting  cireuoistaneeB  and 
indirect  iaflufloces.  The  pMof  of  6u<A  a  poikrer 
nuit,  tiierefore,  be  thenanlt  of  much  reasoning; 
iirom  a  variety  of  caiuafB  and  effects  mMe  «r  kM 
lobtcare,  fksultory  and  nnoertato.  And  this 
firoof,  liiongb  it  may  be  snffieient^  obtbe  ^(^teSe^ 
la  convince  the  learned  statistician^  eaanM 
ft^Hai  the  nature,  irf  things  be  perfectly.  saMs*- 
fttfttory,  or  lime  from  some  doobtSi 

Mr.  Mldtfaun  btmaeif  has  ahto  ^pressed  fin^ 
iM  idta  'the  aanw  ugainst  esaif  wtutilHgA 
^  The  following  propoMtlon  may  besiM^to^bt 
«i^fibfet)fteitb«laticaldeamistr^  a 

eOuMry,'  iht  re^toftnt^  wkhh  toUl  mf  prniMt^ 

nt^ihm  the:  iai&ti$$g  mik^  m  itifVOVaaMUt 
in-tte  Noonditibis:  of  thn^eople,  wMob  ^woiM 
tttid  tadnwnislijnofta^^icotild^oi^^ 
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place  without  Imx^  accompamed  1^  a  smaller 
proportioD  of  births,  suppasing  of  course  no 
particular  increase  of  eougration*  To  a  person 
who  has  considered  the  subject  there  j»  no  pro^ 
poaiticm  in  Euelid,  which  brings  home  to.  the 
mind  a  stronger  conyiction  than  this  *«^ 

Here,  as  usual,  this  arch-enemy  of  early 
marriage  argues  within  the  circle  of  his  own 
assumptions.  He  assumes  the  very,  thing 
which  is  to  be  proved,  or  at  le^t  puts  a  case, 
whieh  QNy  certainly  be  fiiocied  capable  of 
existing  on  his  theory,  but  cannot  take  place  in 
nature  under  the  regulating  power  of  the 
demand.  Where  is  this  sujq^osed  country  to 
be  found?  I  presume  it  is  to  subostenoe  he 
particularly  alludes,  as  that  forms  his  grand 
object  in  all  these  views ;  but  the  cam  is  the 
same  with  req>ect  to  idl  the  other  branpfaa;  oi 
|he  supply.  A  country  that  has  reached  its  oom^ 
plement,  and  cannot  enlarge  its  intpoi^tatioiiSt 
must  be  excepted,  for  the  population  of  such  a 
country  cannot  increase  at  any  rate  at  alL 
Where  then  is  the  oonntiy  possessing  uAculti^ 
vated  w  imperfiectly  cultivated  land^  or  is  con- 
nected with  ooontriea  in  that  8tate»  which  <^n-^ 
not  provide  Jmt  an  imr^we  <jf  populaHon  mor^ 
r^qndthm  the  ^xktmg  rate^  or  for  any  increase 
tba*  way  t^e  placey  or  in  which  the  oultivatoni 
«Qd  unpwrtera  wiU  not  be  enabled  by  laeam  of 

»  lEsiiij,  A|ipeidiji,  toL  lit  Pf  9(9^^ 
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the  influence  of  a  real  demand  to  procure  sub« 
sistence  fully  to  the  amount  actually  wanted? 
The  rate,  at  which  subsistence  is  increased  by 
population,  for  it  has  no  rate  of  increase  of  its 
own,  depends  entirely  on  the  will  of  population, 
and  that,  again,  is  entirely  regulated  by  the 
demand,  real  or  supposed.  If  the  progress  of 
population  in  a  country  be  variable,  so  will  the 
progress  of  subsistence.  The  latter  will  be 
more  rapid  or  more  slow  for  the  next  five  or 
more  years,  than  It  is  at  present,  o^has  been 
for  the  last  five  or  more  years,  according  to  the 
rate  at  which  population  and,  of  course,  the 
demand  increases  or  decreases. 

And  farther :  all  tendency  In  the  demand 
for  subsistence  to  increase  faster  than  at  the 
present  rate,  instead  of  deteriorating  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  as  is  indirectly  insinuated 
in  this  passage,  would,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
other  articles  of  the  supply,  improve  thdr  cir-^ 
cumstances.  By  the  laws  of  circulation,  such 
a  tendency  must  necessarily  augment  the  quan- 
tum of  employment  and  of  wealth. 

This  fond  subsistencian  seems  disposed 
completely  to  reverse  nature  in  the  portion  ot 
statistics  under  consideration.  He  treats  popu- 
lation as  something  quite  passive  and  regulated. 
Just  as  subsistence  is  found  td  be  in  real  fife; 
and  he  speaks  of  subsistence  as  something 
having  a  kind  of  pers<mal  iigency  and  regulat-* 
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iog  wiU,  such  as  popalation  in  real  life  evi- 
d^itly  possesses.  Most  clusters  of  his  Essay 
present  the  attentive  statistician  with  specimens 
of  this  strange  taste  for  inverting  nature,  and 
these  occasionally  possessing  a  tinge  of  the^ 
burlesque* 

The  following  passage  out  of  many  showi^ 
Ins  fondness  for  introducing  mystery  and  occult 
causes  into  a  plain  practical  subject.  •  Most 
persons  would  consider  the  opinion  of  L6r4 
Kmmas  respecting  the  Indians^  as  in  a  manner 
cmifiasting  of  a  mere  truism.  But  Mr.  Malthua 
controverts  it^  and  it  certainly  does  not  fall  in 
with  the  subsistence  theory.  '^  It  is  not  there- 
fore^ as  Lord  Kaimes  imagines^  that  the  AtM-- 
riccfn  tribes  have  never  increased  sufficiently  to 
render  the  pastoral  or  agricuUurcd  state  neces^- 
sary  to  thenty* — H«re  we  have  a  real  cause 
spedfied — ^'  but**  what  ?  ^^from  some  cause  or 
othety  they  have  not  adopted  in  any  great 
degree  these  more  plentiful  modes  of  procuring 
subsiiMience^  and  therefore  have  not  increased 
so  as  to  become  populous  ^.^^  Itiis  is  curious 
theorising  in  the  usual  circle. 

Mr.  Malthus  seems  to  argne^  as  if  subsist- 
ence were  something  of  a  most  ungovernable 
nature^,  which  all  the  exertiona  of  population 

♦  Sketches  of  the  History  of  Man,  vol.  i.  p.  99,  J05. 
8vo. 

t  Eesfty,  ToL  i*  B«  i.  ch.  4.  p.  89. 
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coiAi  inakefittte  or  no  hsprMridn  tipMr  uirifl 
ftctroseto  fdorefof  iMOim  acctntt.  IftnattrM 
ooCliifi^  is  intfrt  €&my  motBd  <f  r  itttt&^^sit  li]^ 
fhcf  inlfiMQcte  of  we  dcniEna^  WMRMf  tmI  of 
ittljficjfel^  thun'  siibflisteiK^.  R  itf  tnie^  fllMC 
with  respect  to  white  crops,  it  reqniraf  at  ytM^ 
to  ftriii^  l&rw&itl  ba  AdfStiMal  bn^ijuoos 
rapply.  Bttt  the  cvttiystor  19  pt^fftcffy  dWAra 
tf  this;  8tf(}  the  infliiiince*  of  anr  stjddfHfMHil 
Amiftiiif,   ffy  operartSng^  inon]^  wilfr  hii^  owti 

wlBufS  8R1<1   WCil'tOXCnSty   as   very   opt   u9  lIiaKC 

Mm  oTcrdo  the  Rusittear  andP  ii^nre*  taimself  fcy 
fits  exertfoM. 

The  supply  of  stfhsrBrtettcer  iir  the  anntml 
crops  is^  geoereStf  liwre  thati  a:  yem*  ftefbre  itife 
dteraand;  and,  if  we  incAidb^  thoser  fimm  of 
6iibsii9tence  winch  neqofr^  morer  tlmii  a  ytjar  to 
prepare  them  for  Ae  marfcet  with  profit^  as^t&« 
greater  portion'  of  cattle;  H  is  intich  indn^tfiM 
that  in  adranee.  In  case  of  anv  partkmlar 
ftHnre  ofi  crops,  or  of  any  paiticutar  increase 
of  popnlation,  this  store  in  advance  i*  dmwti 
npon  to  snpply  the*  defciency.  iSnbsistetk^  itt 
the  green  form,  as* potatoes,  or  in  the  form  Of 
meat  in  case  of  necessity,  is  consumed'  hi  a 
larger  portion  tftan  nstiaL  Wb  have  WiUtin 
the  fest  twenty*  years  seen  severdi  strStrng 
instances  both  of  an  increaraig  and  diminished 
demand,  as  well  as  of  an  increased  or  dimi- 
nished supply. 
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|f3  sdlMiiter^^  yiddi  to  tlw  ioBinl^e  of  ail4 

Iwft  wt  viti^  th&  6«ne  pvonoptaiBa  tupd.  ala^ 

Mitjr :t#  ^  dMVMsin^  m  lo,  an  incraaittag  dw 

nand.     Indeed  sudi  is  the  influ^uae  Ai  Ibf 

luMov  ftosk:  the  colt  water  ^eiiig  w  wStiagly 

•odftd^feriv^  M^  chock  ba 

pim  to  poftidatiM^  <<H*  i£  tlMBPe  lie  a  saddait 

icMifc((kttyiiig  ^  aiiy:]^airt  e£  it^  the  result  ifilt 

ba^  #ilitM6  .^to-«o0;]iuriMw  a»d  Fi^  tojaanjr^ 

feMfcth«ijr  haywg  omr4aiie1te  faicraaae  «f  tha 

m^Iiljl^    0£  tioa  wa  Imd  too  sev^ce  a  prdofi  fat 

1816  aaA  1816.    Fiwa  the  abundmioe  af  thria 

tMteawra^  pracaiSh^  (»ti^^  pfcnfaieed.  by^tha 

aaertiaiiB  <rf  dto  oaMAwtor  smd  the  fMouraUa^ 

wflB  afi  the  MaaMB>  ivpi^l  as  was  the  iacfsMai 

of  our  populatioo^  AeiMtfly  waa.iM»tha]^it 

iansaally^hrfiiaathedawMid^    ISiefteittge  of 

pattliittt  airaiiimtaoBRas  withdmw  ^  cteiaaiid 

a^  il  it:ip«abahk,  abaat  lS(MX)Of  numidto  ftma 

aw  ^itt^ratotfa^*    And  what  was  the  fe«iiti 

t)ie  fiitt:af  ^rioas  and:  a.  .deAaienoyc  of  damand 

efedniMd  the  whol^  badr  of  BritMi  aad  Irish 

iuamm  to  distress^  and  a  graat  niMnber  of  tham 

tonim#.   A  gaaeig^  dai^iwtettce^qwmcd^    AU 

additiaa^anliimltm  wa^atayt  t  and  in  jMmy 

dia^rkstsportiaoaafaiahlftgro^^  wece.ttimad 

iQto  pa^sira  ocrfefti^ialkH^^    . 

^  Att  Okifei  imdacti^  of  mUaonal  Vfrnkk,  p. ifti. . 
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Wece  not  pqmlntioii  then  to  proceed  ^  its 
vsoal  rate^  subsiatenoe  would  over-abouod^  a€ 
least,  far  some  time.  ludeed  abundance  sup» 
poses  radier  a  deficiency  of  demaodert  or  of 
population. 

Other  articles  of  the  supply,  as  buildiiqfy 
clothings  &c.  like  sub»stence,  require  more  or 
less  time  d[  prqiantion  for  inccease:  Btmm 
portions  indeed,  more  than  a  year.  I%e  sup* 
pliers  are  also  aware  of  this,  and  from  neoes**? 
sity  adjust  matters  accondingly.  And  there 
would  be  just  the  same<  propriety  of  tayQciDi^ 
about .  population  pressing  on  the  Umits  *  ^ 
clotJdngy  housings  service,  Sge.  or  being  kept 
dmm  to  their  let^,  as  on  the  Umits ^tffood^- or 
being  kept  to  its  level,  in  a  coontry  .which  has 
not  reached  its  complement.  t    . 

Judging  from  facts,  the  opinions  of  JMiv 
Malthus  respectiiig  the  delecundating  and  ver  . 
pressing  influence  of  the  usual  quautam  ^ 
subsistence,  under  the  regukiting  powserief 
population  in  the  cultivating  stat^,  ^ippear  to 
me  to.be  downright  reveiies.  The  foBowing^ia 
a  curious  specimen  of  this  sort.  ^^  If  a  oMuitfy 
were  never  to  be  overrun  by  a  peopte  more  mi^ 
vanced  in  arts,  but  left  to  its  own  natural  pccK 
gress  in  dyilizatlon ;  from  the  time  that  ils  pvo-* 
duce  migl^  be  considMed  as  an  unit, ,  to  the 
time  that  it  might  be  considered  as  a  million, 
during  the  lapse  of  many  thousand  years,  there 
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Hfonld  not  be  a  single  pcfriod  when  tlie  inass  of 
the  pe<^le  conld  be  said  to  b^  free  from  dfs^^ 
tress^  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  want  of ' 
food.    In  eveyjr  state  in  Enrope,  since  we  have 
first  had  accounts  of  it,  millions  and  milBons^' 
bavef  been  repressed  from  this  simple  cause, 
though  perhaps  in  some   of  these  states   art 
ahsohite  famine  may  never  have  been  known  *.*^ 
*  As  for  as  this  is  comprehensible  or  intel- 
^gible,  I  confess,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
phrest  dreaming  without   reference  to  facts. 
TiMtt  actual  famine  and  occasional  frdlures-  of 
crops  have  produced  a  deftcundating  and're* 
pressing  eflfect,  Is  true.   But  it  is  also  true,  that 
the  use  of  a  superfluity  of  food,  or  hixiiry,  haii 
produced  the  same  eflfect,  and  perhapif  still  ' 
more  extensively.     The  >eal  universal  fact, 
however,  is,  that  the  influence  of  gieneral  tem*^ 
peranee  anuro^  Europeans,  partly  from  povierty 
tM*  a  smafl  Income,  has  been  much  more  effect 
tite  in  rendering  the  population  of  the  various 
stales  move  prolific,  than  both  die  other  in- 
fluMoes  put  together  in  making  it  unproduc*^ 
tive.    The  population  of- Europe  is  infinitely 
greater,  at  the  present  day,  than  it  would  have 
been,  had  it  been  posislble,  according  to  the 
arrangementa  of  nature,  that  during  the  whole 
<tf  it6  history,  Its-peiople  had  guzzled  in  all  the 

^  %s»y^  toL  a;  B.  fi.  cb.  ISw  p,  917.  "^ 
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Superabundance  of  the  citia^ens  of  LfOndo% 
t^Hsi  Vieana>  add  its  other  large  and  wet^by 
ciiie». 

As  this  vtsiouary  humour  has  got  much  into 
rogue  from  the  exaipple  of  the  subsistenciansy 
I  am  tempted  to  aet^  off  a  vision^  bqilt  on  th^ 
solid  ground^  against  this  vision  of  theirs  vrboM 
base  is  in  the  clouds.  Itie  natural  slow  ra$« 
of  increase  in  population  has  kept  by  for  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  earth  for  at  least  fouf 
thousand  yecurs  little  better  Hmn  a  mere  un-> 
productive  desert.  At  this  day  a'  very  krgc 
porticm  is  in  an  titferly  uncultivated  state* 
Indeed  a.  very  small  part.  <^  it  is  cidtivated  to 
th¥[  highest  pitch  of  artificiM  fertiKty.  Through<f 
out  Chneat  Qritmn  jmd  Irdand'.  Mr.  Gray 
recltotts^  that  ther^  is  not  a  miflion  of  acres 
ivhiph  yield  the  liogbest  practicable  average 
^uantity^  and  that  there  are  nttt  ten  miflioiis  of 
acres  which  produce  three  fourths  of  that  quan« 
tity^.  What  'an  incredible  number  ^  ^uar* 
lets  of  wheat  and  qther  graiA>  what  im  amount 
of  potatoes  and  turnips,  and  what  mittieos  ob 
millioas  of  cattle  and  sheep  have  annual^ 
duiing  those  four  thousimd  yeai's  been  pre- 
vented by  a  deficiency  erf"  population  and  its 
repressing  influence,  from  being  produced  1 

I  do  not  know  indeed,  that  the  progress  c# 

*  ifappkessoflStaiesy  B.vh  c&.9*  p; 48$. 
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practicfil  science  is  much  qtuckcospd  by  tliis 
kind  of  JE^ndful  c^l<;ulatioiis.  It  may,  however^ 
have  its  use  for  our  populationists  to  give  the 
sirf)sisteQciaii9  a  Rowland  for  their  Oliver,  since 
the  latter  will  indulge  in  tbem.  Nor  baye  J 
any  intention  to  blame  nature.  I  am  disposed 
to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  system  adoj^ted 
by  her  in  peopling  the  ^arth  is  preferalt>l(Si  evei^ 
thongh,  fr<NDi  the  slowness  of  the  increase  of 
{copulation  according  to  her  arrangements,  i^ 
has  kept  so  great  a  prqxirtion  of  the  world  ^ 
desert  for  these  thousands  of  y^arsy  and  pre- 
vented the  p^uclioQ/  of  snch  an  incalculable 
amount  of  subsistence. 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Malthns,  which  per- 
vades eii^ery  part  of  his  B8$ay^  that  thj^  ^trew, 
existing  altViays  more  or  less  extensively  among 
the  lower  rank^  springs  chiefly,  indeefl  almosi; 
entirely,  fron  a  tendency  in  mature  to  a  deir 
cieney  o£  siib^tence,  is  ntiterly  unwarranted 
by  iEacts.  Aba^ute  famm^  are^  ^f  cQUJ^se^,  ex^ 
cepted.  In  all  ordinary  case^  "wi^v^  man  is 
ifowd  in  the  eultivaUng  state,  there  is  uniformly 
found  a  sufficiency.  If  any  pei^ons  suffer  fi-om 
too  spai^  livi»gj  .it  ari/ses  not  from  the  defi- 
'denpy  of  snbsistence^  but  of  income*  T^ 
Jktter>  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  is  the  result  of 
imprudence  AT  viee,  and  might  hav§:bjaen  pre- 
vented by  diligence  and  care.  No  general 
adbinndKnoe  wiU  pure  tl»s^  for  i^  d^ends  idmoft 
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trbolly  on  the  agent  himself.  Bnt  as  thin  dis^ 
tress  springs  from  poverty,  and  by  no  means 
from  a  deficiency  in  the  supplj^of  food,  the  in- 
crease of  popttlatioh,  which  uniformly  augments 
wealth  and  improveis  the  condition  of  all  ranks^ 
tends  to  diminish  the  evil,  except  in  the  case  of 
imprudent  or  vicious  ccmduct.  Indeed  a  tend«> 
ency  to  a  shortness  in  the  supply  would,  as  we 
have  seen,  operate  towards  increasing  employ* 
ment  among  the  working  classes,  and  to  raise 
ihe  wages  of  their  labour^ 

Our  siifosistencians  seem  to  entertain  the 
lde»,  that  population  waits  detiberately  and 
passively  till  it  actually  differs  from  starvation 
fiefore  it  cultivates  additionally ;  but,  in  real 
Bfc,  the  cultivator,  Kke  every  other  supplier,  is 
regulated  hy  what  he  can  sell,  ami  is  always 
disposed  from  setf-interest  rather  to  head  the 
demand,  than  to  w^it  to  be  impelled  by  it. 
Nor  is  there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  hands 
to  enable  him  to  adviance.  In  all  ordinary 
cases  there  iiST  plenty  of  persons  in  the  different 
walks  of  society  not  sufficiently  employed,  wbo 
are  glad  to  receive  his  commands. 

The  favourite  plan  of  Mr.  Maithus,  in  order 
to  corrfect  the  injurious  supposed  law  of  nature 
respecting  the  supply  of  subsistetiee,  is  to  ei*^  ' 
deavour  to  reduce  the  population  to  the  Axb- 
ststence,  rather  than  to  raise  the  subsistence  to 
the  fc^lation^    The  folly  of  tb&  wild  mea^ 
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mre  has  been  fuUy  shown  in  the  Happmess  of 
States  *.  Were  even  the  sabsistence  principle 
the  real  principle  of  nature,  as  it  is  but  a  mere 
imagination,  it  would  be  better  to  attempt  t0 
correct  nature  by  raising  the  subsistence  to  the 
population,  than  by  reducing^  the  latter  to  the 
former.  This  would  augment  employment  and» 
consequently,  iaeome«  It  is  also  a  much  more 
practicable  plan. 

Among  all  the  imaginations  of  the  subsist^ 
ence  theory,  there  is  none  more  unlike,  the 
realities  of  nature,  than  the  supposed  tendency 
in  the  increase  of  population  to  deteriorate  the 
condition  of  the  great  mass.  The  uniform 
effect  of  populousness  and  the  increase  of  popu-i* 
lation  is  to  organize  more  completely  the  com- 
munity, and  employ  its  members  more  effec-^ 
tivelyf  as  well  to  their  own  advantage  as  that 
of  others.  They  not  only  raise  all  ranks  in  tht 
scale  of  wealth,  but  they  fill  up  the  interstices 
of  society  more  completely.  In  tliinly  peopled 
districts  there  €u*e  only  the  very  rich  and  the 
▼ery  poor,  the  lord  and  the  vassal;  as  for 
example,  formenly  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
But  in  proporticm  as  population  accumulates!, 
there  are  new  ranks  and  classes  formed^  till  in 
ia  ^ry  thipk  population  there  is  no  hiatus  left 
fitaU. 

•  B.Ti.'cb«5.  p<.464. 
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Of  this  we  have  a  most  beautiful  and  inte- 
resting example  in  the  statistical  history  of 
Eiigland^  now  probably  the  most  populous 
emmtry  per  square  mile  on  the  globe.  The 
table  presented  by  the  income-tax  exhibited 
this  in  a  most  striking  manner.  We  find  the 
incomes  ascendmg  by  almost  imperceptible 
grades  without  a  break  from  the'loi^st  to  the 
highest :  and  the  number  gradu^y  diminishe9 
ui  the  income  increases.  The  whole  forms  a 
pyramid  not  more  pleasing  than  instructive  to 
the  statistician.  And  as  this  country  is  the 
most  populous  on  earth,  so  it  presents  th^ 
clearest  and  strongest  proofe  of  the  reality  of 
the  population  theory. 

Bold  assumptions  and  assertions  may  suc- 
ceed for  a  time,  but  they  cannot  finally  prevafl 
against  facts.     In  an  inquiring  age  like  the 
present^  it  is  scarcely  credible,  that  a  system^ 
like  the  subsistence  theory,  so  completely  coii-i> 
traiy  to  the  laws  of  circulation  and  in  its  results 
directly  opposite  to  those  of  real  life,  can  long 
maintain  its  ground     The  foundation   prin- 
iuple  on  which  it    is  built,  or  that  there  is 
uniformly  an  average  deficiency  of  subsistence' 
compared  with  the  demand,  is  so  glaringly  ui^ 
true,  that  when  Mtly  stated  to  a  peasant,  ik 
would  only  raise  a  smile.    No,  no,  would  bk 
say,  there  is  always  plenty  of  subsistence  to  be 
got,  if  we  have  only  money  enough  to  buy  It. 
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A  considerable  alteration  has  c^mnly  ap» 
peared  in  the  public  opinion  since  the  publican 
tion  of  the  Happiness  of  States  in  the  spring  of 
1815.  That  work  has  made  converts  to  the 
population  theory  both  in  the  south  and  north; 
but  how  far  it  may  have  had  any  influence  in 
producing  the  change  which  is  now  taking 
place  in  the  public  mind^  I  have  pot  the  means 
of  ascert^ning.  Till  its  publication  there 
was  a  kind  of  general  languor  on  the  sub-v 
ject^  and  a  pretty,  general  indistinct  sort  of 
beUef  on  the  subsistence  theory.  Now,  how- 
ever, we  find  every  where  doubts  expressed 
a)>out  that  theory,  not  unfrequently  sneers  at 
it,  and  its  former  believers  seem  to  be  rather 
in  a  sceptical  state.  Some  of  our  public  critic^ 
l^tve  declared  their  disbelief,  and  others  express 
their  belief  very  ambiguously.  Mr.  Graham# 
and  Mr.  Weyland  have  also  come  forward  since 
on  the  population  side.  And  many  occasional 
writers  have  shown  their  good  will  to  the  same 
^use  in  desultory  attacks.  In  short,  it  is  tery 
evident,  from  various  circumstances,  that  good 
sense  is  now  beginning  to  assert  its  influence 
011  this  interesting  subject.  And  it  is  not  im* 
^probable,  but  that,  should  Mr,  Malthus  live  long, 
be  may  see  very  unequivocal  symptoms  of  thiift 
terrific  meteor,  which  he  has  attempted  to  rais^ 
Ui  nature,  being  about  to  expire  in  darkness, 
Tb?  particular  views  of  Mr.  Grahame  and  Mr, 
»  B  4 
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Weyland  it  is  uot  necessary  here  to  examioe. 

Mr.  Malthus  has  g^ven  na  some  observations 

upon  them  in  his  Appendix.  But  these  amoimt 

to  nothing  on  the  real  question  at  issue  *.    The 

only  thing  noticeable^  that  affects  tlHS  questimi) 

is  the  rapidity  with  which  population  has  in* 

creased  of  late  in  Great  Britain  io  spite  of  the 

increase  of  its  towns,  its  wealth,  luxury  and 

unhealthy  employments.     This  has  been  al^ 

ready  conndered^.  The  extraordinary  amount 

ef  additional  employment  created,  and  other 

circumstances  that  distinguished  the  singular 

period  in  question,  and  the  unusual  fierce  given 

by  them  to.the  stimulating  causes,  fuHy  account 

for  that  result.    But  it  by  no  means  diJB^etA  the 

theory  of  the  Happiness  of  States.'   Aoconfing 

to  that  theory  the  rate  of  population  per  squan 

mile,  and  its  rate  of  increase  are,  with  retfpeol 

to  the  power  of  the  demand,  inmiaterial.    l^ 

to  an  universal  oomplement,  the  prc^lattoD^ 

*  I  am  sorry  tp  see  a  grave  professpr  of  polilioJ  iN|atf 
nomy  demean  himself  to  have  recourse  to  one  of  the  pueri- 
lities of  the  rapturous  coxcombs  of  the  French  Revolution 
And  such  literaiy  frtbblea.  He  sports  two  notes  of  adml> 
tatipn  against  Mr.  Grahame,  and  no  less  than  tiuree  agAtesk 
J\fr.  VVeyland.  Such. extravagant  wonder  may  be  lO  lis 
place  among  declamatory  party«pamphleteec6»  or  amo^g 
tt-ash -rapture  novellists^  but  surely  the  quantum  of  wonder 
pointed  out  by  one  note  of  admiration,  is  enough  for  any 
-sober  suttaticlaa.  NU^tdmirari. 
•      t  P*  1^^  '        . 
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whateirer'be  its  amotmt  or  rate  of  incrette  in  a 
conatiy,  can  raise  the  subsistence  fully  to  its* 
own  de«nand,  either  by  home  cultivation  or  by 
importation*  in  fact,  the  ^ctraordinary  iti- 
crtas^  of  population  luid  t&e  conte^pondiogr 
increase  of  subsistence  during  the  period  quoted^ 
aiffitt*d  an  additional  and  nK>st  sti^ckig  pMbf 
in  favour  of  that  theory^  or  of  the  principte^  thalr 
trbetber  the;  ifawease  of  pi^pniatioa'  be  sfovr  or 
rapid^  or-whatJever  be  the  rate  of  popuk>usnes^ 
^«  demand  maintains  fully  its  rc^fulatin|f 
power;  ? 

:  Mr.MalOius  has  not  chosen  to  medicHe  ^wdttt 
tfais^theory* .  The  inquiring'  statistician^  bow^ 
Aver,  wiio  is  acquainted  with'it^  sees  at  once^ 
that^  founded  as  it  appears  to  be  on  an  exfiness 
lanfer.  jsX  aatore,  and  supported  by  a  det^  trf 
m^tmk  causes  and  fticts^  it  ibust  cstiier  be  saOi-^ 
jbetorBy  riwwn  to  be  mnrtrrantrfd,  or  the&edly 
pf  ithe  Essay  must  be  abafidoned.  Others  haTe 
attacked  only  the  outworks  of  that  (^j^stem/but 
llfafe  author  of  the  Happiness  of  States,  in  hijk 
-endeavour  to  establish  the  principles  of  popis^* 
Jation  and  production,  as  found  in  real  lift^ 
•enters  the  cUadeK  and  assaife  the  very  founito- 
4iqns  of  iti  One  or  other,  therefore,  mvl&i  be 
exploded.  Either  the  doctrines  of  the  Happj^* 
ness  of  States  must  be  set  aside  as  unfounded, 
^or  the  system  of   Mr,  ftfohhus's  Essay  »« 
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vork  ef  nmre  iHMn^aatiim  contnuy  to  acKual 
coiKM  and  results. 

There  is  no  necesirity  here  for  goii^  agwa- 
into  aoy  feurtber  discussioa  conceraing  the 
iMiidatioii  priofiiple  of  the  subsirteiiQe  tbec^, 
«B  tint  has  beea  done  so  nuoutely  already.  It 
irift  be  snftotrat  to  obserye  generally^  that  if 
the  incontestable  law  of  nature,  the  regulating 
power  of  the  denland^  be  set  aside  or  abro^ted 
in  the  case  of  subsistence^  this  can  only  arise 
from  some  physical  impossibility.  It  can  only 
be  Irom  a  natural  deficiency  either  of  material^ 
fat  the  supply^  or  of  the  supplies.  And  the 
rwalta  of  a  nataral  deftctency  of  dther  will  be 
snn  m  a  coMtant  state  of  £unine»  or  a  conitaBt 

<  1«  Hienj  as  for  a  deficieocy  of  materud^ 
After  the  lapse  of  thousands  of  years^  no  nadoa 
til  aAy  ektent  has  yet  readied  its  ocMuplemmtii 
•r  Which  does  not  possess  abmdaace  of  the 
^dterials  of  supply.  A  very  considerable  poi^ 
titoof  the  globe  is  to  this  day  an  uncultirated 
And  of  the  cultivated  portion  mnetj^ 
parts  out  of  a  hundred  are  very  imperfectly 
^MkiTated,  Indeed  a  great  portion  of  thia 
-^^ildB  £ttle  more  than  oiaie. third  of  what  pepii^ 
coold  make  it  j^oduce* 
2,  With  respect  to  the  ngg^ierr.  There  la 
a  saperabundance.  of  these  every  whwsA 
that  ovet  the  whole  extent  Qf  the  civiUagd  por-^ 
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tion  of  the  earth,  there  is  a  perpetual  etidgration 
of  persons  from  the  cultivating  lines  into  towns^ 
firom  a  deficiency  in  the  demand  for  subsistence 
to  detain  and  employ  them. 

S.  As  to  the  index  o(  Jitmines,  these  am 
Bie)*ely  occasional  or  local.  Sometimes  indeed 
there  seems  to  be  a  shortness  in  the'subsist*' 
ence  branch,  as  in  other  branches  of  the  supply i 
but  as  fiiequently  the  suppliers  are  seriously  ittA 
jured  by  a  superabundance. 

And  4.  As  to  the  index  of  ^Hbe.  *!%€  priM 
of  the  articles  of  subsistence,  ascffothermrtidetj 
sometimes  rises  above  a  fair  averagt^  tiite^  but 
it  sometimes  falls  below  that  rate;  and  <ni  aa 
universal  average,  the  price  of  subsistenoe  it 
fair:  that  is,  it  is  adjusted  by  both  fotfyimi  aad 
ieUers,  according  to  the  average  prices  of  oUier 
artictes.  The  supply,  therefore,  is  lully  eqmi, 
t#  the  demand.  •  t  ^ 

lliere  Is  nothing  in  Eueiid,  there  is  w^ 
thing  in  arithmetic,  there  is  tt<ithi^  in  tto. 
results  6f  nature  that  seems  c]eai*e^  tbam  tiiit 
dedaetton ;  or  than  the  existence  if  a  ron^xbte 
regulating  power  in  the  d&tmtnd  mw*  tileJiQEjN^ 
-tf  suhststenee  on  an  tmidenal  oMrag^s  ^rtikat 
pojmlAtion  regulates  subsUienoe^  osJnMy-i 
entirely  J  as  clotMng,  housing,  <r  anjf 
4iranch  of  M4?  supply.  Axid.  thte  will  bathe 
feet  in  nafture,  till  additional  matetiate  :or  \ 
donal  Mppliers  cau  no  longer  befo«iuL 
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Nor  is  it  less  clear,  that  the  increase  of 
population  tends  as  necessarily  to  increase  the 
average  quantity  of  employment  and  wealth. 
The  grand  source  of  the  errors  of  our  subsist*, 
encians  and  other  antipopulationists,  seems, 
<o  lie  in  their  considering  an  addition  to  the 
number  of  circulators  as  an  increase  of  selleni 
only^  and  not  as  it  is  in  nature^  an  increase  of 
buyers  also.  If  they  viewed  these  new  comcra 
as  both,  they  would  see  that  it  is  a  moral  im« 
possibility,  but  that  the  increase  of  number 
must  create  an  additional  stimulus  on  the  cir<* 
colandary  powers,  and  necessarily  augment  the 
•yerage  amount  of  employment,  and  tend  to 
raise  the  prices  of  employment  and,  of  course^ 
talarge  the  income. 

'  Emigration,  except  in  certain  local  cases^  k 
bo  proof  whatever  <^  a  redundancy  of  popula-» 
tion  in  reference  to  the  materials  of  subsists 
^nce. .  It  prevails  chiefly  in  thinly^peopled  dis- 
tricts and  countries.  In  those  which  are  very 
populous  it  exists  in  a  much  inferior  degrete^ 
And  in  them  it  is  generally  much  more  than 
iciocmterbalanced  by  immigitttion.  It  seetais  to 
'have  flourished  most  among  states  in  the  earw 
liest  periods  of  population,  when  it  was  most 
-useful  for  peq)Ung  the  earth;  and  in  propor^i* 
•tion  as  nations  approach  nearer  to  their  com«- 
.|Atp)ei9it,  it  gradually  decays.  It  springs  from 
a  spirit  of  restlessness  and  discontent  wibich'  is 
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found  to  inspire  so  considerable  a  portion  of 
onr  race ;  and  natare  tindoubtedly  intended  H 
to  assist  in  promoting  the  peopfing  of  th^  globt 
as  well  as  commercial  intercourse.  But  it  ik 
not  really  necessary^  on  account  of  subsistence, 
tfll  a  country  has  reached  its  complement  both 
with  respect  to  home  culture  and  importation. 

To  obtain  a  more  lucrative  or  comfortable 
settlement  seems  to  be  the  great  object  of  emi^ 
grants.  In  the  earlier  periods  of  society,  before 
the  cultivator  could  adjust  the  supply  com- 
pletely to  the  demand,  the  prospects  of  obtain- 
ing subsistence  in  greater  abundance  no  doubt 
frequently  had  an  influence.  The  quarrellingik 
r  among  men  have  often  likewise  promoted  emi* 
^rations.  So  have  also  the  erroneous  statistics 
of  governments.  They  imagined  that  the  state 
wiEis  too  populous,  and  that  to  send  off  a  por- 
tion of  their  people  as  colonists  would  bh  bA^ 
Tantageous  both  for  those  who  went  and  those 
who  remained.  We  have  seen  how  incorrect 
Aich  ideas  are  with  respect  to  the  parent  state  <^. 

It  is  pretended,  that  the  checking  which 
nature,  according  to  the  populationists^  gives  to 
4he  increase  of  population,  by  means  of  hiKury 
and  unhealthy  employments,  is  even  of  a  wonefe 
cast  than  that  which  the  subsistencians  recomi- 
-mend.  That  luxury,  or  the  use  of  super- 
-iuous  food,  and  sedentary  employments,  which 

•  P.  184.  ^ 
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ipdng  from  the  wealth  created  bf  populons^ 
pess^  has  a  tendency  to  defecttndate  and  to 
injure  healthy  there  caa  be  do  doubt.  But,  in 
this  mode  x)f  checkings  nature  shows  her  umal 
beuevoleuce  aud  equalizing  temper.  The  in* 
crease  of  riches  tends  to  put  the  means  of  inju- 
ring health  and  prolificness  more  extensively 
Into  the  hands  of  the  great  mass  of  society, 
but,  by  the  very  same  gift,  she  confers  on  that 
mass  a  greater  variety  of  comforts.  If  a  popu* 
lous  and  rich  country  be  less  healthy  than  one^ 
which  is  thinly  peopled  and  poor,  iet  has  at 
least  a  greater  share  of  comforts  and  the  good 
things  of  life,  than  the  latter.  On  her  plan  too 
a  choice  is  left  to  the  human  agent/  If  he 
choose  virtuously  and  wisely,  he  wiU  in  general 
enjoy  the  good  without  the  alloy. 

But  what  is  the  result  of  the  artificial 
checking  recommended  on  the  subsistence 
theory  by  our  would-be  menders  (or,  .what  I 
ccmsider  as  synonimous  with  respect  to  all 
who  interfere  with  nature's  plans^  botcher^ 
of  nature?  Thdr  moral  restraint,  a  system 
q£  late  marrying  to  wit»  would  plunge  sociely 
into  a  flood  of  every  species  of  vice  and  disso^ 
]Uiteness«  And  this  prudent  regulation,  whick 
is  to  destroy  poverty.,  would,  as  far  as  it  WM 
Hoffective,  by  diminishing  the  source  of  all  pen* 
jnanent  increase  of  wealth,  tend  to  make  stag- 
nation perpetual^  ai\d  spf  e^d  sloth  and  poverty 
and  misery  throughout  every  class. 
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At  the  close  of  this  discttssioD  I  hare  t* 
repeat  what  I  said  at  the  close  of  th^  formen 
Aware  that  we  are  all  so  tiable  to  err,  I  ai^ 
wiirmg  still  to  listen  to  any  thing  farther,  which 
can  be  brooght  forward  uffbn  the  other  sSdi^ 
Every  additional  objection  shall  meet  with  ths^ 
fittention  to  which  it  may  seem  entitled*  I 
confess,  however,  that  so  clear  and  decisive' ftr< 
the  facts,  and  so  strict  is  the  reasoning,  on  t^ 
3ide  of  the  popniation  theory,  tliat  I  entertaia 
not  the  least  shadow  of  doubt  npon  the  subjects 
Should  prejudice,  imagination,  and  name  ptt)V9 
Jtlll  too  powerful  for  facts  and  reasoning,  I 
thall  regret  the  want  of  success :  but,  to  mj 
latest  hour,  I  shall  look  back,  with  increasing 
aatisfoction,  on  my  epdeavours  to  vindicate  tht 
beoevplent  and  virtuous  arrangements  of  aatuve 
agaitast  the  odioub  and  pernicious  principle^ 
irhich  our  unproductive  atfd  subsistence  theo* 
prists,  however  honestly  they  might  intend,  hav^ 
attempted  to  fix  upon  them. 

Fundamentally  erroneous  as  Mr.  Malthus*s 
!riews  on  population  and  subsistence  ftre,  W9 
4me  in  a  considerable  dtgree  to  him  the  parti<* 
4mkr  attention  whicb  statisticians  bpre  £(ip 
some  time  paid  to  tl^ose  subjects.  Though 
these  views  be  erroneous  ia  themselves,  I  have 
jio  doubt  but,  from  the  examination  and  iii- 
jqi^ries  to  which  they  have  ^ven  nse,  that  thqr 
«iKi)Bi  ultimately  tend  to  the  diytio^t  dev^lqiM^ 
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neBt  of  the  subject  In  all  its  bratiehes  and 
barings,  and  to  the  establishment  of  thOW 
i4ews  which  are  correct.  • 

It  is  noticeable, .  that  the  science  of  sta^ 
tistics,  though  a  fomiliar^  and  wimt  may  be 
called  a  fire-side  science,  for  it  comes  home  to 
the  kitchen  and  parlour  of  every  human  family^ 
is  the  latest  that  seems  to  attract  the  attention 
of  inquirers^  in  the  progi^ess  of  cirilis^ation  and 
general  sdence.  This  may  perhaps  parffly  be 
accounted  for  from  its  being  connected  with 
fects  so  familiar,  that  we  pass  our  lives  con-^ 
fitantly  amid  them,  and  are  every  hour  receive 
ing  happiness  or  udhappiness  from  their  causes 
or  results.  What  we  have  constantly  before 
us  becomes  so  common,  that  we  are  apt  to 
pay  it  littte  or  no  particular  attention.  But 
whether  this  b^  the  cause  that  statistics  havtt 
been  so  late  in  the  history  of  human  Science  ia 
attracting  the  attention  of  learned  analyzer^ 
the  ^t  is  so.  And  that  part  of  them,  Which 
Is  connected  with  population  and  its  principles, 
seems  the  latest  of  aU.  At  length,  however,  itSL 
branches  have  attracted  the  notice  both  <jf •  the 
leartied  a^  unlearned ;  and  no  branch  tbort 
than  that  of  population.  ' 

Unfortunately,  however,  those  visionarKi^ 
the  French  ec<momists,  at  the  very  comm^M^ 
ment  of  the  regular  study  of  this  most  impdH^ 
tuit  0f  the  si^iences>  sueee^d  in  foistif%  iiilft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ciup«  vfii.    suMisTBNCB  <)irjB«no(r.  80S 

|t !%'  machinery  of  mere  whims » and  hna^kiKM 
tktfis,  fi'om  which  it.  has.  not  been  abkf  M 
teoover  to  this  very  day.  -  The  peculiw  whiont 
aod  ioxai^aitidns  i  of.  the :  siriiaisteiice  theory 
have,  at  leilgtb  been  8U]ieradded.  to. those;  ^80 
that  this  science,  as  tai^^t  by.  most  at  present^ 
is  reaUy  little. better  tha&  a  mass  oC  miwar-' 
ranted  fiuunes,  indeed  absurdities.  Qnesnay^ 
HuQiQySir  Jamea  Stouart^  Adam  Smithy  Mai- 
^us,iHur.biilliafifets,.and  many  c^^rsof  name^ 
hftTsal^it  thear  iaflufnoe,  more  or  less,  to  turn 
a. pl^in  science^  connected  with  clear  every-day 
facts  stfgA.  canses,  into  an  unint^ig&le  medlegF 
oCii&£^asury  or  contradictory  eausesy  prindples 
aioid  results,  oocuU  qnatituBS,  and  every  species 
of*  fancying  and  dreaming,  llie  whole  of  Hm 
mystenQua  machinery  aCimiigiiiation  andtwhim^ 
must,  Uierefore^  be'.  swscfKt  away,  before  this 
soienceoan  be  reaUy  intelUgi^leaiidc^pracliaal 
use  t«  men.    . 

F<^rtunately»  on  the  qtber  hand,  n^atter  of 
fact  stttti0tieiaiis  have,  dating,  the  same  perio<i^ 
stood  forward,  aiid  most  essentiaQy  assisted-tbe 
student  and. sober  ini{niiw, . by ^precuring  for 
4:hefn;9uch  a  variety  and  amount  o£  foists  Ia;  att 
the  bttinohes  of  the  scieiieei.as  perl^{Mi  wer^ 
nei|Qr.' Und  before  the.  student  of  any. otter 
Bdinesuv  At  the  heaA  of  these  lUu^trious  beaer^ 
fya^i^  stiatistics^standa.^  J«ba  Sin^^lqir,  $» 
vrliy^  that  science  and  the  cultivators  of  Brir 
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tain,  indGtA  oC  Hmopt^  and  oonfieqfsmitij^^ 
Europe  itself,  ai^ flo  highly  iedcbtedw  It  i»ao 
iBMll  pndte  to  these  stirtisticMiis  to  say,  that 
they  have  dohe  as  much  to  adTanoe  the  feal 
progress  of  the  sciraoe,  as  ow  theoiists  0I 
highest  name  to  r^t^d  it. 

The  fomter,  and  among  them  Mr.  MUthuf 
ia  paitiealai%  have  laboured  ia  some  poiats  to 
restore  the  Aristoteliaa  mode  <rf  reasoahig  or 
8ystem«>maldog,  though  this  has  been  said  to 
be  exploded.  They  assume  some  laadlag .  pcu-t 
idple,  and  reason  forward  from  it  to  fisets,  ki«« 
Stead  of  amdysiag  fiwts  ted  veasontaig  bndt 
from  thrai  to  prioeiples,  aooordfaig  to  the  mode 
of  Bacon.  This  latter  plan  <kf  pbilosophisiiig  is 
as  much  oaknikted  to  dsfteet  ercw  and  esta* 
Mish  troth,  as  the  former  to  mistead^  and  to 
promote  and  perpetoate  dreaming  ia  sciSBoe. 
^e  sober  inqnlrer  naturally  adopts  the  first: 
our  dreamers  and  visionaries,  the  seomd. 
There  is  something,  it  would  appear,  very 
sednotive  ia  the  AiistoteUan  method  <tf 
Ing.  It  saves  the  trooUe  of  a  patiopt 
lysiag  of  fisots  and  investigatioii  of  omses.  ISie 
slMh6il  hiqairer  bee^mes  master  of  the  sal^ect^ 
as  he  imagines,  at  onoe«  He  is  also  charmed 
"with  the  splradour  of  some  of  the  visions,  (he 
ingenuity  of  some  of  the  fancies ;  and  Uml 
tiindtieai  Sot  myitaricinog,  wlui^  §0  u^mf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t»A3^ym.      SUBSIflTBMCft  QUB^IWN.  SS7 

Mflertain^  is  gratified  by  some  oocidt  caum  x)r 
mexplicable  operation. 

It  is  not  among  statisticiatis  alone,  indeed^ 
that  this  hankering  after  the  ok)  mode  of  phi* 
iQ&OftMB^t  or  dreaming  in  science,  is  foond, 
but  among  them  it  is  eminently  prevalent.  It 
should,  ther^nre,  be  a  grand  object  with  all 
the  ftiends  to  statis6cal  truth  to  endeavour  to 
explode  it,  ahd  retam  to  a  patient  analysing 
of  ftets  and  a  strict  tracing  of  them  to  real 
causecf. 

The  productive  theory,  which  is  essentially 
eitenected  with  every  branch  of  the  science,  by 
JntrcMlucidg  an  aiitfametieal  clearness  and  cer* 
tmity  into  it,  in  fact,  by  showing  the  opera* 
tions  of  nature  in  cireulatlon  as  they  really  are, 
is  calcnlatM  to  banish  all  ambiguousness  and 
-obscurity,  and  puts  the  subsistence  division  of 
It,  with  oCbers,  more  completely  i«ider  our 
cognizance.  If  it  cannot  bring  our  economists 
and  other  visionaries  down  firom  the  clouds 
wfa^  they  have  raised,  to  the  solid  ground,  it 
will  at  least  dispel  these  clouds,  and  exhibit 
those  pfarsonse  to  the  sober  inquirer  in  their 
proper  place.  It  will  always  be  ready  to  detect 
every  new  species  of  the  nonsense  of  eoonomism, 
orof  Tisionhig,  in  whMever  shape  it  comes. 

I  am  well  awaere  <tf  the  force  and  obsti- 
4Hey  of  prafadice,  and  of  the  unteacbable  oha^ 
racter  of  scientific  visionaries :  but  the  doc- 
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tiines  of  the  productive  and  popolatioa  theorns 
are  written  in  such  large  and  legible  characteni 
on  every  part  of  the  arrangements  of  nature  con- 
nected with  them^  it  seems  scarcely  credible, 
that,  in  an  inquiring  age,  they  can  be  ultimately 
either  overlooked  or  misunderstood.  Sooner  op 
later,  through  the  agency  of  one  or  another, 
they  must  be  received  by  the  great  body  of  tbt 
statisticians  in  Eui^pe  and  America. 

l^e  year  1816,  that  memombte  year  in 
statistics  throughout  Europe,  exhibited  such 
decisive  and  incontrovertible  prooft  of  Ihe 
reality  of  the  productive  theory  and  agaiast  tiie 
unproductive,  that  no  candid  statistfa^  in** 
quirer,  who  attends  to  the  results  of  that  yev, 
can  weU  entertain  a  doubt. 

The  year  1815,  another  memoraUe  jmr^  in 
statistics  in  Britcun,  was  equally  deewm 
against  the  subsistence  theory.  To  die  dm* 
credit  of  the  age,  the  wild  imaginations  of  this 
theory  had  been  received  by  too  many  of  omr 
statisticians  for  solid  reaHties,  without  examin- 
ation. The  results  of  that  year  alone,  •-  if 
fairly  considered,  would  prove  fatal  to  it 
These,  however,  w^re  by  no  means  necess«y 
in  order  to  explode  such  a  system.  It  is  formed 
so  clearly  in  contradiction  to  the  uniforai 
results  in  real  life,  that  the  examination  of 
these  results  must  at  length  dissipate  the  un«* 
pouth  misanthropic  phantom  which  our  gloomy 
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jMradox-mongers  on  its  side  have  conjured  up, 
fai  the  room  of  the  pleasing  form  presented  by 
nature  to  the  view  of  her  unprejudiced  spec'- 
tators.  Our  statisticians  will  recover  from  their 
frightfol  reverie ;  and  posterity  will  smile  con- 
temptuously at  the  inattention  which  so  many 
reflecting  men^  the  author  of  it  hhnself  among 
the  rest^  showed  in  admitting  for  a  moment  a 
system  so  monstrous  and  odious^  yet  founded  no 
no  actual  fact  connected  with  the  real  cause. 
Tikis  is  to  express  our  dissent  in  strong  lau'- 
guage.  But  is  it  too  strong  for  a  system^ 
wUch^  as  has  been  shown,  while  it  leads  to 
every  thing  false  in  statistics^  blasphemes 
natare^  and  to  the  extent  that  it  is  efiective, 
injures  virtue^  depreciates  the  value  of  human 
life,  di^frades  marriage,  deadens  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  cherishes  misanthropy  and  maleyo^ 
lence,  produces  poverty,  inspires  despondence 
and  sloth,  and  completely  damps  all  ardour  of 
improvemait  ? 

In  th\s  disimssion  I  have  endeavoured  to 
bring  the  two  theories  fbUy  into  contact  with 
eadi  other  in  all  their  leading  ideas,  and' tried 
them  by  the  laws  of  circulation,  and  by  the 
fBUits  which  result  from  these  in  real  life,  in 
order  that  the  reader  might  be  able  to  come  to 
a  dedded  ofmiion  upon  them.  The  question 
every  statistician  will  admit  to  be  of  the  high- 
est importance:   not  merely  fi-om  the  theo- 
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retical  prindples  involved  io  k,  but  the  prao- 
tical  measures  of  such  vital  in&ience»  whieh 
depend  upcm  the.deeisioB^  as  tvell  as  the  peace 
of  mind  necessarily  connected  with  the  pc^m* 
lation  theory.  Hie  subsistence  theory  tos 
thrown  a  dark  and  mort  dispiritifig  gloom  over 
the  arrangements  of  nature.  I^is  is  felt  by 
all  idu>  cherish  a  real  good  will  towards  their 
race^  or  a  love  for  "rirtne.  And  none  have 
lamented  it  more  than  those  vhtoow  pfailati*- 
thropists,  who  have  too  hastily  taken  for 
granted^  that  the  subsistence  theory  was  fowMied 
upon  nature's  arrangements  and  results. 

The  issue  of  this  discussion^  I  shall  venture 
to  say,  win  dispel  that  ^oom  from  every  vomd, 
which,  rejecting  unwan-anted  assumptions^  and 
viewing  nature  as  she  is^  not  as  she  has  been 
misrqiresented  to  be  by  misconceptions  aad 
distorted  statements,  will  allow  real  cancses  aad 
real  £Ekcts  to  determine  what  is  true.  Not  a 
principle  of  the  subsistence  theory  of  Mr.  M^ 
thus,  but  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
actual  principles  of  circulation,  and  not  a  resilifet 
but  is  in  the  Inverse  ratio  of  the  results  of 
nature.  0^^  the  other  haad,  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  her  facts,  are  as  uniformly  in  fevoor 
of  the  population  theory  oi  Mr.  Gfay.  Her 
laws  are  indeed  its  laws ;  and  her  results,  its 
results. 

The  subsistence  theory  is  a  prq>er  appen^Ux 
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tf>  t^  unproductive  theory,  wUck  I  cojic*?iF% 
I  bttve  shpwp  in  *ijpth(ar  work  *,  to  be  utterly 
iwwjGM'iiint^d,  ^nd  indeed  in  direct  c6ptradic<» 
tlofi  tP  tbe  results  of  real  life.  Both  are 
(qiKally  false  and  injurious  to  human  happiness^ 
potlii  afike  hlaspberqe  nature,  misrepresent  b^r 
arrangements,  and  show  her  as  a  partial  msde^ 
Volent  stepdame,  instead  of  a  benevolent 
par^t  to  all  her  children.  The  unproductive 
theory  (^eates  hatefiil  distinctions  unknown  to 
bar,  a^d  8et9  up  the  various  classes  of  men 
against  each  other,  as  if  they  were  by  her  ar-» 
l!aogemen};s  ei^sentially  injurious  to  each  other. 
The  siibsisteBce  theory  blasphemes  her,  by 
^wiog  her  aa  forming  such  strange  arrange^ 
u^epts,  thai;  men,  by  being  temperate,  virtuous, 
and  benevolent,  and  by  obeying  her  genuine 
dictates^  entail  misery  on  themselves,  as  indi-^ 
vid^als,  and  extend  want  and  poverty,  with  all 
the  evils  that  flow  from  them,  throughout 
tPcH^y*  And,  in  order  to  save  them  from  the 
effects  of  har  malevolenoe  and  misconduct,  it 
icecommends  measures  which  fill  the  virtuous 
9lid  benevolent  with  horror. 

These  wild  and,  in  fact,  absurd  doctrines^ 
fot  such  I  considei*  myself  as  warranted  to 
atyle  them,  are  not  more  injurious  to  nature 
and  to  the  hapinness  of  men,  than  the  prp^ 

*  All  ClasMS  productive  of  Ofttional  Wealth. 
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dttcthre  and  population  thecmes  are  just  to  the 
one  and  advantageous  to  the  other.  The  latter 
are  as  benevolent^  and  tend  as  strongly  to 
produce  philanthropy  and  content  among 
mankind,  as  the  former  are  malevolent,  and 
operate  towards  rendering  them  hostile  to  each 
otha*  and  discontented  with  their  own  con- 
dition. 

The  productive  theory  exhibits  men  of  all 
classes,  as  essentially  useful  to  each  other,  and 
upon  nature's  arrang^nents,  ^  in  labouring  vir-^ 
tuously  for  their  own  advantage,  promoting  the 
advantage  of  all  the  rest.  The  population 
theory  shows,  that  the  increase  of  our  race,' 
far  from  being  injurious  to  its  happiness,  ac- 
cording to  those  arrangements,  tends  uniformly 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  whole. 

With  the  laws  of  nature  and  her  actual  re- 
sults so  clearly  and  entirely  on  our  side,  I  am  war- 
ranted in  considering  the  second,  like  the  first, 
fully  proved  to  be  the  real  theory  of  nature. 
The  history  of  our  race,  from  its  earliest  period, 
and  statistical  facts  of  every  kind,  combine  to 
show,  that  population,  on  an  universal  average^ 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  Jncrease,  hut,  after 
it  reaches  the  cultivating  state,  not  4o  over^if^ 
create,  either  with  respect  to  subsistence,  employe 
vient,  or  wealth;  Jhr  it  regulates  subsistence  as 
completely  as  the  other  branches  of  the  supply, 
while,  in  its  progress^  instead  of  overstocldng^ 
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either  as  to  employment  or  income^  it  keeps 
uniformly  adding  to  the  average  amount  of 
hoth :  in  sum,  that  the  increase  of  population. 
Jar  from  "  tending  constantly  to  subject  the 
lower  classes  of  society  to  distress^  and  to  pre- 
vent any  great  permanent  melioration  of  their 
condition,**  is  the  grand,  indeed  the  sole,  ori^ 
ginml  cause  of  the  permanent  increase  of  wealth, 
as  of  civilization;  and  that  it  is  constantly  ope^ 
rating  towards  improving  the  condition  of  all 
classes  of  society,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest, 
and  diffusing  among  them  a  greater  abundance 
of  the  means  of  happiness. 
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No.  I. 
THREE  LETTERS  TO  M.  SAY. 

LETTER  L 

On  the  Source  of  Productiveness  in  point  of 
fVealtK 

SlBy 

YouE  letter  of  the  «d  of  September  1817,  hai 
l^en  me  great  pleasure  indeed,  from  the  spirit  of  can* 
dour  which  it  breathes.  It  is  a  specimen,  I  trust,  of  n 
better  disposition  about  to  spring  up  between  the  people 
of  our  two  countries,  now  alike  free,  and  that  certainly, 
with  all  thdr  faults,  have  long  been  the  first  in  the 
world  for  the  attainments  of  the  mind,  and  equally  for 
the  works  of  peace  and  of  war.  It  has  delighted  all 
who  have  read  it  Its  sprit  and  tone  form  a  striking 
contrast  with  that  haughty  ferocious  spirit,  and  that 
rude,  dictatorial  and  insulting  tone,  which  too  often  dis- 
graces the  writings  of  opponents,  and  none  more  than 
political :  I  fear,  also,  in  no  age  more  than  the  present 
There  is  something  in  candour  which  disarms  an  anta^ 
l^ofiisty  and  makes  bim  regret  that  he  is  forced  to  dissent, 
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t  have  received  both  pleasure  and  instniction,  I 
assure  you,  from  your  treatise  on  Pditical  Economy.  In 
some  cases  I  hare  found  my  own  ofunions  confirmed  by 
new  facts  and  by  new  arguments,  as  I  may  afterwards 
take  occasion  to  notice. 

At  present  I  confine  my  remarks  to  the  grand 
source  of  productiveness.  To  this  I  turned,  as  you 
win  conceive,  with  much  interest.  Indeed  I  would 
have  the'  statisticians  bo9i  of  this  country  and  on  the 
continent  to  give  their  attention  to  this  almost  exclo- 
nvely  for  H  time,  till  they  reach  some  general  settlement 
on  this  grand  fVmdamental  point  It  is  so  essentially 
connected  with  all  the  questions,  both  theoretical  and 
practical,  in  statbtica,  that  till  it  is  settled  according  to 
the  real  causes  and  results  in  nature,  the  science  will 
remain,  lift  at  pi^»ent,  unsatisfactory  and  uncfert^,  full 
of  a  mixture  of  what  ia  false,  mth  what  is  true.  The 
same  unfortunate,  I  had  almost  said,  scandalous  fiibt 
will  continue  to  be  deplorod,  tliat  scarody  two,  either  of 
its  teachers  or  its  students,  agree  on  any  leading  point. 

The  importance  of  ascertaining  this  grand  principle 
is  now  universally  admitted  by  statisticians.  And  let 
me  say,  that  the  honour  of  achieving  this  is  an  object 
worthy  of  the  ambition  of  them  all.  I  heritate  not  to 
affirm,  that  the  statbtician  who  shall  succeed  in  disco- 
vering the  real  principle  of  productiveness,  will  do  more 
for  the  interests  of  mankind,  than  Newton  in  discoveiing 
ihe  principle  of  gravitation ;  and  not  less  for  the  ad« 
vancement  of  science  in  a  branch  perhaps  even  more 
useful  and  interesting  than  his :  indeed,  inferior  to  none. 
And  such  a  discovery  will  as  certainly  insure  immor* 
tality  to  the  authcxr.  Is  not  all  this  then  sufficient  to 
tempt  the  statisticians,  hare  as  well  as  ou  the  continent, 
to  exert  themselves  ? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ON  THB  Mvnei  w  wmmvanwwHEM.    SM 


Ae  maUriak  qf  tipMtimg  ot  hofpff  IMng^  ^  eUf^  ih§ 
fH$am  ^  dbitavnimg  ikue,  Qd  ths  fim  poiUiflii»  or  Um 
^ralue  in  use,  th«r«  atems  no  oondwrietjr  of  opmioBf  It 
it  respecting  the  teoond,  the  vakie  in  excbaiige,  «id  the 
lareaticHi  of  the  meuMi  of  pbtaiaiog  tUs  weakh,  that  tti^ 
tipticians  differ* 

It  seems  to  me  incontestable,  that  tf  there  be  a  car* 
tain  quali^t  by  means  af  whiph  article^  or  drculand  (if 
you  will  permit  me  to  adopt  what  I  oonoeive  to  be  a  t^ 
useful  terin),  when  possessed  of  it,  are  rendered  pro- 
duc^e  of  wealth,  while  without  it  they  are  unpro-- 
ductive,  this  must  be  the  source  of  pfoductireness  oi^ 
the  wealth-creating  quality.  Does  thru  any  fucb  qualkj 
nist? 

In  your  Letter  you  observe :  ^^Vous^ionriderea  bieii 
A»  voiewr  echangtable  oomme  le  qucmtam  de  la  richesse; 
aCea  oebt  on  peut  dire  que  Smitb,  tous  et  moi,  noua 
tommes  d'^accord ;    mais  lorsque  vient  la  questiofi^  da 
ta^roir  comment  cette  richesse  est  produite,  nous  ne  mar** 
ehiHis  phis  ensemble.**    This  is  exactly  the  .doctrine 
which  I  have  endeavoured  in  the  HapfMness  of  States  to 
rxjdainand  establish.     But  I  do  not  think,  it  is  th^ 
doctiine  of  Smith.     He  in  reali^  se^ms  to  me  to  express 
the  contrary.    He  admits,  and  indeed  the  statistieiaii 
imist  be  comjdetely  igncnnnt  of  his  subject  who  coul4 
deny  it,  that  the  labour  of  <<  churchmen,  lawyers,  phy<> 
locaani,  men  of  letters  of  all  kinds,  players,  buffooni^ 
fmskiians,  <qpera  singers,  opora  dancers,  fcc.  have  a  cer«t 
tain  exchangeable  value;^  but  he  denies  that  t|)ia  ia 
equivalent  to  real  pi^uctive  wealthy    He  «ay$>  ^^  The 
labour  of  the  meanest  of  tliese  has  a  certain  value,  regu^ 
lated  by  the  very  sam^  princijrfes  which  regulate  that  of 
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erery'flortof  labour;  and  tliat  <^  dienoUest  and  nlioBt 
useful  producer  nothing  which  could  afterwards  purchase 
or  procure  an  eqUal  quantity  of  labour.'^  (V<A.  ii.  B.  ii, 
di.S.  p.  85.)  The  exchangeable  value  of  th«rdrculaiid' 
is  80  finr  firom  being  r^  productive  wealth,  that  he  con- 
siders it  not  merely  as  unproductive,  but  tending  1^ 
some  mysterious  imaginary  process  to  dimimsh  the  real 
wedth  of  a  country,    (p.  lOl.) 

What  indeed  his  adherents  now  maintain  on  this' 
topics,  I  do  not  know.  They  seem  of  late  so  bewildered 
by  the  reasonings  of  the  productive  theory,  and  the 
overpowering  force  of  facts  against  them,  that  I  ques- 
tion if  they  knoljr  themselves.  T^ey  appear  to  feel 
theur  theorj  untenable,  and  yet  thdur  prqudices  in 
favour  of  it  are  so  strong,  that  they  cannot  think  of 
abandoning  thecausebf  thmr  Aiaster,  however  contrary 
to  nature's  arraftigements  and  facts.  They  seem  to  be 
in  a  state  of  gloomy  and  uneasy  scepticisqi.  They  are 
grown  sullen.  * 

I  certainly  did  not  think  you  would  have  adilaitted 
this  doctrine,  a^  in  your  treatise  you  bave  confined  real 
productiveness  to  a  quality  of  circuland,  which  k  consi- 
derable portion  of  it,  that  has  a  real  exchangeable  vaJue, 
does  n^t  possess. ' 

You  add:  **  II  me  s^iftble  que  vous  attribuez  cette 
creation  de  valeur  k  la  demdnde  de  Tacheteur  tandis  qui 
je  Tattribue  aux  quoKiiiqvi,  ddns  le  produit^ont  j3«t>^ 
roqu^  cette  demands*  I  shall  presently  notice  what  I 
have  endeavoured  to  todntain  respecting  the  demand: 
But  I  also  consider  the  real  VeJdth-produciflg  powet  rf 
circuland  to  reside  in  a  quality;  that  b,  in  its  ihdrge:* 
abilUyy  at  being  the  medium  "of  price. 
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LETTER   !!•    ' 
UtiKty,  not  the  Principle  of  Productiveness, 

The  wealth-produdng  quality  you  name  tdiUiy.  I  am 
indeed  much  at  a  loss  as  to  what  quality  you  mean  to 
print  out  by  this  term.  "  Cette  fecuW  qu'ont  d#  cer- 
tiunes  choses  de  pouv(nr  satis&ire  aux  divers  besmns  des 
hommes,  qii'^on  me  permette  de  la  nommer  utUUS.  You 
add  in  a  note :  <<  Du  latin  fitif  uaer  d'oik  Ton  a  fait  utU 
IftaSy  utility  quality  de  pouTcnr  servir,  de  pouvoir  etnr 
employ^.^    Trait^»  Uv.  i.  ch.  1.  p.  8. 

From  this  definition  you  seem  to  extend  the  term 
utility  far  beyond  the  oommcm  bounds.  Indeed,  if  you 
had  not  elsewhere  limited  your  meaning  I  should  have 
GonadoQ^d  it  to  indude  all  in  the  qualities  and  amount 
of  articles  supplied,  which  corresponds  with  the  qualities 
and  amount  required  by  what  I  undorrtand  by  the 
demand.  In  this  sense  it  would  comprehend  evefjf 
thing  that  is  Msed  by  meoy  and  is  equivalent  to  the 
term  drcuhmd,  adopted  ip  the  Happness  of  States,  or 
that  which  constitutes  articles  drculand. 

If  this  be  your  meaning,  I  cannot  hdp  thinking  it 
a  very  .improper  one,  and  that  it  would  have  been  much 
better  to  have  adopted  some  other  term  for  the  quality. 
Tor  utility  in  the  comsKm  acceptation,  points  out  a 
quality  of  a  very  different  and  much  more  limited  de- 
scription. It  denotes  something  in  an  artide  or  opa&« 
tion,  which  is  sriidly  advantageous,  and  to  a  certain 
degree  necessary  to  accomplish  the  proper  purpose  of 
the  article  or  c^p^ration,  in  contradiirtinction  flrom  some- 
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ihbg  which  is  trifling,  merely  supernumerary,  or,  as  we 
would  say,  useless.  By  the  utility  of  clothing,  for 
example,  we  mean  something  in  it  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  proper  purppse  oTtt,  tod  pothing  beyond  this* 
Such  a  use  of  a  term  so  well  un^stood  can  only 
to  sunbiguity  and  uncertainty. 

]pven  in  diis  sense^  jbos^yer,.  the  qualUy  Cjf  utility. ii* 
dun^  is  pot  productive  of  w^Ith,  i^ess  united  with 
the  qujdity.of  profitable  chargeabijitj^  or  its  being;  die 
medjiffl  of  a  prv;^  which  brings,  profit  or  income  to  the 
sfell^,  and,  of  cf>ifr8^  by  his  expenditurot  Reproducing 
fmploymeqt,  incon^e^^^i^d  so  forth. 
,,  But  more  probabfy  i^  wtility  you  mean  what  is 
generally  understood  among,  pirpuli^rs^  by  that  quality , 
fr  8i)m^t)ui^  resembling  it,  ,  ^ 
,  ,  Tfhis .  ffiaality  of  circulf^^  «^  not  ffcaj|^  my.  notice, 
whefi  i^^uleftvyuripg;  to  dis^yejp,  what,  was  the  wfialth- 
I^I9t^l}aqg.  quah^  .Gif  ey-cplaud, ;  ,J  savv^i^  Ijp^be  onq 
quality  t^  crated  f  denji^nd^  i^d  a  very  extep^ye- 
qpe,  bi^t  by  qq  mefns^  the  sole  qn^.  Beside^  tt^s  very 
l^iality  is  frcg^e]|^t}y  attended  with,  a  i^  ^]pinuUoi\  of 
the  means  of  weaHh.  On  prpcurpig  yppr  Trej^pse,  Jast 
year,  and  fii^ding., that  yguf  made  it  the  soyrce  of  j^eat 
productiveness,  I  reviewed  the  subject,  aadj  Ijaye^dnce 
given  it  nil  tlie  atj^ption  jvrhich  your.  discrixpin^cM^  en- 
titles your  G|)imons  tp^^iOpd  ^hi^>  permit  m^  tp  s^ypur 
candour  prompted  me  most  willingly  to^ve-  ,  .. 

This  docUdne  .ooneemipgjUUlify^had  been  imputed 
by  Mr.  Buchanan  to  an  Ediabjai|[h ,  Eeview^  ^oT.  -Jugh 
reputation  as  a  st^tist^cianji^  ^^9W  ^^.  (^^^g^  ^\^  !\  ^^ 
fallacy. (^maintaining  that  labour,  because  it  k  us^ul,. 
must  necessarily  be  pix>ductive.'''  On  this  it  is  observed, 
in  the  A^endix  to  AH  Classes  productive  of  nftfional 
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Wmdtfa,  p.^l»  ^*Thii  tOUUy  dP  innsul^  foitns  ail 
hem  €i  the  mdcms  of  tiap^ness,  aifd  id  tl)at  wliicli 
tenders  it  of  value  'tfo  the'  enjAyer'  of  ccmsinneri '  B^t 
when  we  oohsid^  cifculand' iii  its  exchangeable  chas 
IractCT,  arid  this  i^  idways  the  ehatactef  in  which  we  have^ 
toTiew  it,  as  aflkitiifg  naddoal  wedhh'^  it  is  not  its  utility 
diat  produe^  wealdi«  In  this'  Mr.  Buchanan  is  rightl 
But  it  is  its  uttHly^  which  makes  it  be  n^,  and  thus 
tenders  it  actual  cibrcillahd ;  6f  cotrri^,  endowed  with 
chargeability.*  After  eonsldering  ttie  niatter  with  much 
care,  this  is  exactly  the*  opttnon,  Which  I  entertain  on 
the  subject  of  utility.  This  partial  quality  of  things  is 
jntKluctive  of  excliangeable  weafth  only  in  the  degree 
that  it  is  united  with  the,  universal  quality  of  real  circu^' 
land,  chargea^ty^  or  «  powe#  ti^'  bring  a  prices 

If  the  quantum  of  utiKty^  Weft  the  quantutn j  saA 
entire  quantum^  6f  real  exehangeaUe  weahh^  then  those 
portiohs  of  circqknd- winch  possess  this  quality  wdiM  be 
ahrays  prodilctive,  or  be  excbeitgefidble  wealth  to  the 
degree  m  whidi  they  possess  it.  On 'the  oAer  iiand^ 
those  which  do  not  possess  it  at  aff,  hf  in  an  inferioi^ 
degree,  will  be  unproductive^  or  bo' exchangeable  wealth 
at  alt,  of  obly  in  that  iaieinont  degree.  But  thii^is  coh-< 
trary  to  facts. 

All  will  admk  that  cam  pbsseflBes  the  quahty  of 
utBity  m  the  p«itest  and  highest  idegree,  whatei^^r  be  the 
sense  in  whi<3i  dils  term  i$  iised^  Let  us  now  try  this 
quality  by  the  w^known  ftcis  of  1815$  a^  year  thai 
WiH  long  be  retnembered  by  the  agncukoiisu  of  Britain^ 
and  the  Results  of  Vhidb  Were  too  unequivocal  to  be  isia« 
understood^  No  one  will  diqpute^  but  com  possesnd  th« 
same  degr^  of  utility  that  year,  as  it  ever  did,  and  ever 
tfll-pcAsesd.  Butwaiit^i^iallyiHroductiveofwealAfja^ 
nB  9 
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during  the  year  before^  cmt  on  an  average  of  jearr? 
^  That  yeair  wl^rone  of  the  moat  jmxiuctive,  both  in 
•om  and  eattle^  to  be  found  m  the  annals  of  Briliali 
agriculture.  'And  what  was  the  r68uk?  From  a  fall  in 
the  rate  <tf  price^  die  abundanee  nearly  rumed  the  whole 
body  of  British  farmers,  and  sererd^  distressed  every 
lidier  class  in  the  idand  except  fixed  ammitlmtB.  In 
fact,  it  reduced  the  nation  to  a  temporary  state  of  pc^ 
verty,  from  wlni^  it  has  not  yet  reeover^.^  (All  Classes 
pvoduetive,  B.  iL  ch.  ii.  p.  117.) 

Let  us  try  die  other  three  theories  by  d^  results  of 
dnsi  eelahirated  year.  The  produce  of  1815  was  un- 
usually idmndant.  Accordkig  to  M.  Queosay^s  doc- 
trine then,  it  must  have  been  productive  of  an  unusual 
quantity  of  wealtbw  Yet  in  real  life  tMs  veiy  abun* 
dance  reduced  our  nation  td  a  cBrtressing  state  of  po- 
verty. 'Rie  produce  in  cofn  and  catde  possessed  the 
uaual  solidity  and  fttedness  of  Ibrm  required  by  Smith. 
It  was,  as  usubI^  a  vendi^  commodity,  which  endured 
after  the  labour  that  produced  it  was  past ;  and  yet  an 
equal  quantky  of  labour  eould  not  be  afterwards  pro^* 
eur«d  by  it  Indeed^  a  very  con^derable  portion  of  the 
Ishoos  bestowed  on  this  v^idibts  commodity^  (as  from  re- 
producing itself,  was  entirely  lost. 

What  then  was  the  cause  of  thb  extraordinar}* 
change  in  this  most  useful  spedes  of  drculand  ?  Accord- 
ing to  the  doctnrnes  of  the  Happiness  of  States,  it  wanted 
a  dlie  degree  cf  the  quality  c^  c^aigeabiUty ,  or  had  less  of 
it,  than  it  usually  possessed,  fix»n  the  drcumstanees  of  tlM^ 
denuiad  compared  with  the  suj^ly.  Indeed,  a  portkm. 
of  it  nevfflr  became  actual  circuland  possessed  of  any  real 
dbatrgeidulity  during  the  year,  for  it  could  not  be  dis-^ 
posed  of  at  aU.    It  was  of  no  nxM  exchangeable  value 


Digitized  by 


Google 


imLIlY,   AS  THE    SOURCE   OF  WlKALTH.       405 

Id  the  unfortunate  farmer,  than  if  it  had  been  as  much 
need  procured  from  mere  weeds.  In  fact,  it  would  have 
been  better  for  bira  that  he  had  not  produced  this  extra 
portion^  for  die  f»ioe  of  the  remainder  would  have  been 
fa^ber,  ^nd  probably  have  folly  reimbursed  hhn.    , 

But  next,  if  by  tlie  qualify  of  utility  .we  ai^  tcs 
'understaftd  what  is  oommonfy  understood  by  bring  use- 
ful, this  limitadfto  would  exclude  nearly  as  much  cireiN 
land  from  being  exchangeable  wealth,  or  from  poadesBix^ 
productivenesB,  as  even  Dr.  Smithes  solid  and  fixed 
form.  A  Qonsidenihle  portion  of  all  the  ditiaons  cf 
arUdes  used  by  men  in  n  populous  and  ridi  country,  has 
not  the  quality  of  real  utility.  What  is  the  utiHty  of 
most  of  the  i^ticles  manufactured  at  Bimungham,  or  in 
your  toy  and  trinket-making  towns  ?  Of  the  fabrica* 
tions  of.  Lyons  and  Piudey  ?  Of  the  fiemcy  patterns  of 
the  tamboured  muslins  ci  Glasgow;  or  of  the  printed 
cotton  and  chintzes  of  Manchest^  and  LondcmP  C^  a 
great  portion  of  the  ornam^fits  ci  our  houses  and  fur« 
niture ?  Of  much  of  the  lawproceedii^s,  and  of  the 
medical  and  other  proceraes  ?  And  yet  all  these  have 
as  reid  an  exchangeable  yalue,  and  are  as  reallj^  pro- 
ductive cf  income  and  captal,  that  is,  of  wealth,  and,  of 
course,  as  really  reproductive  of  employment,  be.  as 
food,  or  the  sdlid  parts  of  bouses  and  dress.  And  why? 
Because,  though  not  possessed  of  the  quality,  whidi  we 
call  UtiHty,  they  possess  the  cpiality  cf  pro0table 
chargeability. 

In  jsome  cases  the  quality  of  utility  is  rather  inju** 
rious  to  the  productimi  of  wealth  and  the  reproduclioa 
of  employment  The  division  of  literature,  among 
others^  affords  vm  examples  of  this.  Many  works  of  the 
<B06t  reid  utility  sink  unnoticed,  and  produce  weaMi 
nn  3 
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oeitber  to  the  author  nor  the  booksdl^,  while  othcft  of 
no  real  merit,  indeed  some,  which,  instead  of  bong  user 
fill,  are  injurious  to  mankind,  produce  macli  to  both. 
Whence  arises  this  diflbrence?  Those  useful.  w^$ricS| 
from  a  deficiency  in  the  demand,  do  not  posocso'th^ 
quality  of  profitable  changeability,  while  the  trash  writ? 
ings  alluded  to,  by  means  of  an  abundaHo^  in  the  'dfi» 
mand,  acquire  a  large  portion  of  it^        * 

Again,  circuland  ^dowed  witk  utility,  ia  aomethnes 

utterly  unproductive ;  and  yet  the  same,  at  other  titnes^ 

is  very  productivq,     3L.et  us  take  for  example  the  wdh 

known  ease  of  Hume^s  ICstory  of  England,  a  w^k 

which,  though  occasionally  deformed  hy  the  ^ectd  of  a 

party*«pirit,  un&vourable  to  genuine  lib^*ty,asweUa8of 

a  sceptical  disposition  hostile  to  religion,  ifi«  with  these 

exceptions,  a  perfect  model  of  its  kind,  and  imquestioii^ 

ably  equal  to  any  history  in  andent  or  modern  times^ 

This  work  possesses  utility  in  an  eminent  dej^^ee;  and 

it  has  long  been,  productive  of  mudi  empk^rment, 

income,  ai^  wealth.    Yet  fpr  many  years,  w#  all  know, 

it  was  utterly  unproductive.     And  why  ?     Was  it  fiwm 

any  difierence  in.  it^e  quality  of  utility  ?     It  Idbis  the 

same  beauties  and  faults,  the  same  quanti^  of  instruct 

tion,  which  it  had  at  first,     It  was  long  unjvoductive^ 

because,  from  a  total  want  of  demand,  this  utility  waii  ruSi 

united  with  the  quality  of  actual  chargeability ;  and  it 

became  at  length  very  productive  by  becoming  unijDed 

with  this  quality  in  an  eminent  degree,  » 

This  celebrated  exam^de  may  be  used  for  esplafaung 
the  process  of  the  production  of  wealth,  and  t^produib^ 
tion  of  emp^yment  The  priodng  of  the  wolrk  gaVe 
employment  to  the  paper-maker  imd  prints,  8ec  So 
fyg  H  yf^  ^ct^al  arculand|  prx^ucii^  income,    B^ 
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lm»  tlie  probbsd  s^pt  When  published,  it  ceased  to 
be  actual  cH'culand  from  there  being  no  demand.  l!'he 
author  or  publisher  lost  what  the  printer  and  others 
had  gained.  It. was  a  mere  transfer  case  at  best. 
Some  stimulation  had  indeed  been  given  to  circulation 
hy  its  printing,  but  there  Vas  no  farther  stimulus 
created  by  it.  And  had  the  capital  expended  in  the 
production  of  tim  abortive  (^inculand,  been  entployed  in 
creating  some  other  work,  the  process  migbi  have  gofoto 
en.  At  length,  however,  after  many  yws  a  demand 
aros^  fur  it;,  and  tlius  k  became  actual  drouland  en- 
dowed with  profitable  cliargeability.  Not  only  did  the 
printing  of  an  edition  create  employment,  but  the  sale 
<f  it,  by  rendering  anoth^  necessary,  reproduced  em- 
ployment at  Jeast^to  the  same  amount.  The  profit 
arising  from  it  became  income  to  the  author^  publisher, 
and  booksellers,  and  enabled  them  by  their  eicpenditure 
also  to  produce  firifsh  employment.  Thus,  in  these 
various  ways,  it  was  4he  medium  of  creating  addidonal 
means  of  wealth;  ... 

The  deduction  from  all  this  is  cl&ar  and'  incontro* 
vertible,  that  utiUdyy  unless  uniUd>  mih  pro/itabli 
chargeabUUy^  is  tmproductive^  and  that  it  becomes  prei 
due  five  by  means  ^Us  comlMUiLtion  with  ^igqaality  dhne. 
The  quantum  ot  proJUabieness  m  this  quality,  evidently 
depends  on  the  amount  of  the  supply  compared  with  th^ 
amount  of  the  demand.  !*.         .  > 

From  th6  datum  of  u^lity  coastituUng  the  wealth^ 
producing  quality,  you  draw  the  following  conclusdoU 
respecting  the  jptodudion  and  incr^a^e  of  wealth :  <^  tl 
tCy  a  done  vifritablement  production  de  ridhesse  que  1& 
eii  il  y  a  creation  <>u  augmentation  d^utilite."^  Traits, 
liv.  i.  ch.  L  p.  7.  This  is  undoubtedly *'li  correct  con* 
D  D  4 
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dunon  on  the  assumption)  that  u^ty  is  the  real  Boam 
of  wealth:  for»  m  such  a  case,  where  utility  does  not 
exist,  there  can  be  no  wealth  produced ;  and  where  it 
is  augmented,  there  must  be  a  corresponding  increase  of 
wealth. 

Such,  however,  is  unquestionably  not  the  fact  in 
real  life.  We  have  just  seen  that  the  wealth  de- 
rived from  circuland  is  by  no  means  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  quality  of  utility  in  it.  This  quality 
frequently  exists  in  articles,  and,  instead  of  wealth,  po. 
verty  is  created  by  them.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great 
portion  of  articles  which  actually  create  wealth,  do  not 
possess  this  peculiar  quality.  And  yet  farther:  the 
increase  of  utility,  far  from  necessarily  producing  a  cor- 
responding increase  of  wealth,  frequently  renders  the 
species  of  circuland  less  productive. 

A  great  variety  of  examples  of  aR  this  might  be 
quoted,  both  in  regard  to  labour  and  skill,  and  the  pro- 
ductions of  labour  and  skill.  A  baker,  by  applying 
himself  to  plain  baking,  might  make  about  a  hundred 
a  year  from  usmg  a  certain  quantity  of  flour;  and 
the  same  baker,  by  abandoning  this  useful  brandi  oif 
his  trade,  and  taking  to  that  of  buns  and  pastry,^  out 
of  one  fifUi  portion  of  the  flour,  and  on  one  fifth  of  the 
amount  of  capital,  might,  and  very  probably  would  make 
two  hundred  a  year.  Thus  his  labour  and  skill,  by  be- 
ooming  less  useful,  would  become  muchjmoreprc^table; 
while  by  his  e^^penditure  he  produces  double  the  amount 
of  employment  which  he  created  in  the  more  useful  line. 
Another  man  by  applying  his  time  and  labour  to  admi* 
nistering  to  the  vices  of  his  neighbours,  might  procure  an 
income  of  three  hundred  a  year.  Seized  with  remorse 
he  ^ves  up  ^this  lucrative  but  immoral  sort  of  drcu<* 
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land,  and  betakes  himsdf  to  teaching  young  persons  to 
read  and  write,  by  which  he  can  barely  earn  annually 
uxty  pounds.  Who  will  dispute  that  his  labour  and 
skill  in  the  new  line  have  much  more  utility  F  Yet,  far  * 
from  produdng  an  augmentatkm  of  wealth,  it  kaB ' 
reduced  him  to  a  state  of  poverty.  By  his  expenditore 
also  he  reproduces  mudi  leb  empbyment  to  his  neigh- 
bours than  before. 

,  And  next  with  respect  to  the  results  of  labour  and  - 
skill.  A  machine  may  be  nmibh  improved  aa4  ren<^-. 
3ered  doubly  useful,  and  yet  dns  increase  ia  its  tilBity^: 
from  some  cireumstancea in  the.denaaaB,  :or  by  stiirii^: 
up  other  competitors  and  overstdckmg  Ae-aiarkety  mk^* 
produce  loss  instead  of  profit  Even  articles  of  dotb^* 
ing,  of  a  fabric  really  superior  in  utflity,  cm  ia  pcint  of 
^cellence  and  dorabili^,  may  be  sold  fer  a  bws  vlnle' 
others  made  from  the  same,  wool,  of  a  fabric  of  k  miich> 
infSerior  quality^' but  in  some  respect  nore  fasbicinaUe,- 
mll  produce  profit. 

But  it  is  needless  to  heap  up  examples  of  a  fact  so.- 
wdl  known,  that  an  increase  of  utility  by  no  .moms 
necessarily  produces  an  increase  of  profit,  income,  or 
weahb. 

Arguing  from  the  Knnta^n^  of  utiEty,  you  deprivett 
a  considerable  portion' of  price  of  tbe  power  toproducsn 
endployneiA  or  wealdi*  You  cite  that  part,  wbich  consists 
of  the  charge  for  government '  '^  Be  m&ne  quand  I« 
golivemement  met  sva  le  vin,  par  exempk,  un  impdtqui 
fjut  vendre  15.  sous  une  bouteille,  qui  sans  cela  se  serait 
vendue  10  sous,  que  fmt-il  autre  choae  que  faire  passer^ 
pour  chaque  bouteille,  5  sous  de  la  main  des  produc. 
tBurs  ou  des  consomihateurs  de  vin  das»  cdld  du  pay 
gepteor  P  j  La  marcliancBae  n*eat  ici  qu'un  moyen  d'aU 
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ttindre  plus  oa  moins  oommod^Dent  le  oontriboable,  et  ' 
•a  Taleur  courante  est  oompoe^  de  deux  S^ens, 
88voir:  en  preimar  Keu,  sa  valeur  redle  fond&  sur  tcm 
utifit^  eC  enrnrit^  la  Taleur  de  Fimpdi  que  le  gouvwoe* 
nmt  juge  k  propos  de  fiaie  pir^er  pour  la  laisser  falsi- 
ijmr,  pasKT  ou  conaommer.^    p.  6. 

It  Bppeaaet  dear  to  ine^  that  die  portioii  in  the  jkioe 
of  things,  oonasting  of  the  diarge  for  govenuDent,  in  as  . 
etwnt  rally  comectad  with  what  ponesaca  a  i^  ntihty, 
aa  die  portiobs  charged  'liar  stdnatence,  clothings  lodg-* 
log,  aenrioe,  fcc*  ^  Time  fanposts^  (taxes)  ^  are  the 
mwfaim  by  lAuA  goveranient,  as  the  agent  c^  the 
piHuiCy  diaiges  ibB  people  ferthe  snrvioes  perfwuied  for 
than,  by  sokpers^  sailors^  oiploinitQ^^s,  and  nthen^ 
FormiBg'  in  many  cMea  a  aeperate  cJuuge,  they  are 
laifcbd  upon  by  the  mtdtftude,  as  abmethmg  of  &  differ- 
ent kind  0omodierdta]:|;es,  and'of -an  odious  dwracter: 
floartthing  that  is  tricen  from  them,  not  ^vokmtarily 
given,  and  for  which  they  reodve  nothii^  ftangifak  or- 
itnUe  in  return,  Thej^  in  &ct,  hcnrerer,  receiv«  itf 
reCam  seesethlng  moat  truly  Triuable,  irhith  ia  prottiea*' 
tian  firam  foreign  ennniesi  aiid  from  lawleasi  dijhouesty 
and  ferocious  men  at  home.  But  this  article  b  nottaOi* 
g^Ue,  or  viiMde^  fikfi  the  braid  purcbaoed  tram  Ae  bdker, 
or  the  idotbes  froqi  tife  tailor,  Wbit  dicn  ?  Is  it  not 
aa  substantial  a  good?  And  does  it  not  tend  aa  lealfy  lo 
tMr  happiness?''  All  Classes  prodnctiTe,  p.  l«Tv 

If  the  gOTdmnient  part  of  the  price  of  tln^  be 
unprodiK^Te  then,  it  cannot  possHbly  be  ftom  its  being 
qharged  for  ^hat  does  not  possess  real  utiSify, 

TIhs,  however^  is  noticed  b^re  merely  aa|i  fiHstrst 
^peeting  tbSa  spetiies  ct  cirsuland.  The  question  a| 
issue  OQOessning  productiVoiess  is  not  affiscted  .by  kft 
ban^  a  fiKit,    The  ppw^  ii»|mce  to  repn)d\ic^  eiD^oy« 
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iDeiit,4oea  not  ikpend  otKmf  partiQa^  it»  beiiig  fi« 
what  isjoc^al,  mgm  than  on'itB  l>eiflg  fcfc  vrfaat  is  super-t 
flnoua^  qt  even.iojwioiifi.  I  diould  have  no  obja^km 
ID  diy.iiftaing  thk  point  to  concede,  for  the  time,  that 
the  gotrtnuaent  item  is  not  derived  £pom  wbut  posaeflae^ 
ttdtity*  The  power  to  pnodoce  income  and  reproduce 
empkgfxnent,  mU  be  preciialy  as  before,or  to  the  amount 
§£  ^le  item. 

la. what  pwit  does  this  pcrlioai  of  price  differ  &om 
Miy  other  porticn  ehaqped  by  the  maker  or  seller  for 
apbaytonop,  lodging,  cIothing,rJkc?    Does  it  not  yield   ' 
emj^ymant ,  and  income  to  the  various   cjassea  <^on- 
nectad  vidi  govemaaent  as  really  and  fiilty,  as  that 
iportioa  which  is  dsawn  .ftam  the  buyer  for  subsistence 
jielda  inooitie  and  empkymeAt  to  thfe  various  clashes 
coBMcted  with  cultivation^  and  so  on,  with  regard  to 
til  tile  Qtbmt  itemacbaryed  for dothiqg,  ^service,  8cc«9 
And.do  not  tthose  govaamotot  classes^  in  return,  hj 
aseaastif  thia  portion  beeoaning  iofame  to.theBi,repro.. 
duce.  empinjwjent  by^^peadil^  it,  or  investing  it  as 
cspilal,  laitafi|ttaiDounlv  as  .the  cultivating,  and- other 
elassea  bgr-inaans  of  the  itasis  cl^jfid  fiar  them  P '» 

^bis-cbaisa  on  the  tpart  of  govennnent,  sigain,  is  m 
realljF.l^ae&into  tho  pidae  o^tfaaa^asih^^^baljfB  o£any 
odm^di^^ahiahiM  ny  4iing.to  do  with^the  avti^ 
tiie>bomhand  lUtt  aoiMctad  ^#itb  it^*   Ci^iAMRirs^lhM 
fiilfy  nimtana  iheiasalffis  fer  it. 

.^am  aa)npoi9  tbia  poiMiin  «f  Ibe  pviae  la  be  awihi* 
lated)  wM  il«ldd  bl#wiJ*  "She  gpMml  pme  of 
dnogs  woidd  gradmJly  ^siak^ai- it  ^i^  la/met-  by  ibe 
•  wbdb  pavfioiiicii  of  idMs  put.  Who  lbe».biit  firfd 
jamp»linlik.woidd  gn  by  soak  a  4ril)  iMirfioihiig  das 
^ttkt^^im^  -jgut  iw#tnwaltly, .by ann»ilafitig:tW» 
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portioii  of  price,  you  annihilate  the  whole  (^  the  em* 
I^oyment  and  incottie  created  by  it,  just  as  wore  yam 
to  annihilate  any  other  of  the  portioDSt  which  conatttmU 
price,  whether  for  subsistence,  for  lodging.  Hat  ^Mbkig 
(were  this  possible),  you  would  annihilate  the  emptoy'^ 
Hient  created  by  cultivatin|^  or  by  building,  or  by  maoii* 
fiicturing.  And  while  you  thus  diminished  the  amowat 
of  the  demand,  on  the  one  hand,  on  the  other,  ]^iu 
would  throw  the  whole  mass  of  suppliers  in  this  Una,  as 
superuumetraries,  over  upon  the  other  lines  aheady  over. 
stocked  as  they  would  be.  I  have  only  here  to  qimu 
the  year  1816,  as  perfectly  decisiire  on  this  point 

How  then  is  the  incowe  or  profit  diaxm,  in  the 
excepted  manner,  not  as  real  an  addition  lo  weaUi,  as 
the  profit  or  income  drawn  in  any  other?  The  part  of 
price,  which  you  have  excluded,  as  redly  represents  in- 
come and  employments  otJhML  which  it  is  €haif;ed  for, 
as  wdtt  as  that  which,  in  the  process  of  reproduction,  it 
creates,  as  any  other  part  of  price.  It  is  indeed  a  strict 
madiematical  truth,  that  all  parU  ^  price,  wheAer 
charged  Jbr  wh(U  i$  nsffid  Qr  noi^  must  mUke  crprte 
more  or  less  or  equal  empiojfmeni  and  wealthy  according 
to  the  amoimt  qf  ih^r  proportiofu 

Nothivig  ba/s.surprised  me  more,  than  that  atatibti* 
dans  should  have  £uled  to  perccdve  the  reaUfy  of  this 
grand priik^ple. in  statistics,  that  whatever  is  chmrgei 
Jbr  must  create  income  and  reproduce  mnphifment  m 
cm  Jbrm  or  awiffier^  in  proportim  to  ite  amoi^ 
This  seems  so  plain  a  truth,  that  it  xequwes  oaiy^to  be 
stated  to  be  admitted.  Yet  our  statisticians,  liU  the 
multitude,  demur  to  that  part  which  is  cfaaqgped  fi»r  the 
government  a«d  some  other  classes.  They  mem-  ts 
imaging  thal«  what  b  given  to  govemmctit  in  particular,  is 
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cQDqpletely  lost  to  the  natkm :  80  much,  as  it  were,  endi^y 
amiihikted.  And  jet  iHuit  k  seen  mcwe  actually  ope^ 
Mlhre  on  drcuhition,  both  m  yieldkig  income  and  re. 
flmbdng  eAjiaytaehty  aad'  of  ooursb  creating  all  die 
addtoioaal  atiotfulas  ariaog  ftom  both  ? 

I  fttr,  Sur,  you  have  had  reason  to  think  me  prolix. 
But  your  doctrine  which  findi  the  wealth-producing  power 
ivtiltiity,  aeema  nndi  more  reaacmaUe  than  Que8nay% 
wUdi  places  it  m  the  produce  of  land,  or  Smithy  whi<A 
juppooeo  it  to  reride  in  a  certain  BciSd  transferable  form 
of  thiBgs.  Besides,  though  utility  be  combined  with 
onfy-apartof  drcuknd,  it  would  admit  the  operations 
of  nind  within  the  productiTe  drcle.  There  is  indeed 
soatedttng  attractive  in  it  I  have,  therefore,  considered 
it  worthy  of  this  minute  attenticm. 


LETTER    III.    , 
CkargeMHty,  as  the  Source  of  Productiveness: 

If  now.  Sir,  we  turn  to  the  examination  of  the  quality 
of  dmi^gembSUffy  we-  see  that  it  is  indispensdlkly  neces- 
sary-to  the  production  of  exchangeaUe  wealth.  In  all. 
cases,  in  which  it  exists^  it  ia  productive  of  income, 
wealth  and  evploymeDt  to  the  amount  or  d^;ree,  in 
whieh  it  is  possessed  by  circolaad,  idiatever  be  the  form 
or  efaasacter ;  and  no-circoland,  whatever  be  its  form  or 
chatttcter,  that  b  not  united  with  it  in  a  profitable  de- 
gree^ is  productive.  All  drcumstanoes  and  dumges  of 
orcumatanoes  join  to  confirm  Ibb  trudi.    It  is  in  fact 

2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


414  waifHD  vmu  t»  ^.  njou 

^uivaleiit  to  exdiangailnlityi  iind,  tibifefiwie>  eipd  im 
tbequntiiino£es(chiiiigeib^  . 

TbedonaodiKkieh  v  npladM  iq>^o£  tkBr>imiti  «kl 
wiahss  of  ciwuilftrnpait  cMMir  moldndf  bat  k  k^lbe 
quality  of  fM-ofitaibJb  Amg^hili^yim,m*^dmt  wmiftf 
b^  tbo  nmiiMm  of  a  pi:^0(KMiU»^imf  thai  jmAm%  it 
4^ectuidly  profkictiiva'  Vhif  dtedtod^MHi  meffidttdt 
wHbiMBq[Kiet  to  thtfpiiQdiietim'ofwiallii.-  SoBwtanes 
d)e  ard^  which  ii  ilem«Qckd»  -oiiwtotbefemnifc^f^j  >apd 
then  €h4i;geflbili^  ctaQot^^jbukt  plaMii  •  JiA'^cfdwr  tiBic% 
«»d,  t^  hiipp^iift  fraqymtfjii^lihedeiMiM^ihim  Itoitttte 
of  tfaa. Mipply)  fltikk>k^fm)Aid&9^mibBqaw0itMmLi3£ 
ciiargeabilily  i^deSckM*  *  -  jlald^'7«t  thb  dflntand  hm^t  be 
v^  great,  baithe  sitp^  isgn«taK;v.^lM.  dif»iftes 
the  circuknd  of  the  quality'^  dttvgiaiibiKty  m  u  pnifit« 
able  d^pnee. 

Surely  then,  Sir,  that  quali^  of  ^rouland,  whidi  in 
a  due  d^ree  aniforgtiy  leudkta  it  a  vource  of  ineome  or 
the  means  of  wealth,  and,  of  course,  the  cause  not  cnly 
of  the  reproduction  of  the  dd  quantum  of  empkyoM&ty 
but  the  productiira  of  an  additicmal  quantum,  and  with^ 
cmt  which  it  is  attef ly  unpaoductiva  of  efthet  anettie, 
wealth,  Qt  additional  employment,  and  further  the 
degrae of  wUckHmfiarmly  correi^xnda  wilb tbelMSikmt 
of  ^xchangeaUe  wrialA,  must  be  the  somroe  of  pKidkio 
tivenesa  or '  Ifae  rtol  waalthspiodaeiagi  qwiffiiy^  •  l^^f 
indeed,  seetns  to  nie  to  be  what  we  in  aufiktoguagecall  a 
pidmh  <>f  ^^^hat  vaqoifes:onfy  to  be  sUMl  to^be  per^ 
adtved  to  be  truci  When  Mdy  expounded,  it  iqipear^ 
tame  to  be  nolUng  dhort  ef  lelf-ei^nideflt;  We  ftftist 
aaient 

We  hff?e  had  moi  mmy  ay steskms^  proeeases,  oeenit 
^Ijaalities  and  unrnteUigAte  dognms  ktnodueed  into  eta* 
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m^  ilrtijWiiiiqg ,  pfmodfiaqs,  ^otlia^  a»  I  have  aiiieady 
€baerved,.,&mr<ia^y  -two  wttHialiriiilit'  agree.  It  would^ 
lb«lQfoie».be»9^<l9itoil^  tibia  pni£([^ical  mence, 

ap;««penti«%c9ii9e«rtedf«ilb  tb^fhoffiBesa  ^f  jJlckusseft 
Ml.alLiti  im^T^  of  ib«ae  pmttdoipei^Md  timeless  subtk-^ 
li08«  iknd  the  pp9&«tive  the^  is  caUstjkted  t0  acopm-^ 
pbdi  tliidt  .defect  MBl|delelgri 

Theisiiyiple  of  ^«ygeid>ilkyi0  tt>miple,  and  «> 
tiiii)jr<.«p|plirdy  ikm^iifmimUed^k  wouid  rid  tli»  atneae^ 
af .  Jill  43Jwuii(y  'aadf.  igpMgnairfapflBgp  Mdp  wmkr  H  « 
actaiM  of  ji»thin<i^«gl 'dbttroMB  «imI  certainty.  The 
results  become  laere  mattem  <^  calculation.  An  iodivir 
di|fJ>{)ir4^i¥ttiye  .o£  wtpkh  .((►  •Other^^  that  is^  to  the 
Mtiop,  jii^t^  $o.hiniflelf>  or  to  the  whole  amwnt  of  his 
i9|xw&.  .  ADd.ttei$Mir  is  tnueof  any  body  op  tdass  of 
^loaidatara^  ..It  miHtamNvt^^ii^tlas  point  ^  view,  w^ 
1^  tbf  .«[KNb9:«ff  whail  theispems of  dvouhnd  %  which 
bf^ii^.lbey  olilaui  tb^  mxyDe,  for  it  will'aiike  re^vo^ 
duce.'^^loyiiiiexit  to  otben  to  ksfi^tamount  Aod  the 
l!l9akh.4lfi]a:iM4ipi^cioiifialB(tf  theitotal  <^  these  inconiee^ 
ff>rttb€(y^}qire8afit  the? toaaye^f  happiness,  as  wdi  as  of 
mifhyitimf^  AflOdfdiqg^«^4his  totid  iaeveases  or  de-^ 
arei|ai9%  the  nalian  ppsseaaes  in  a  greater  tr  less  degree 
tlie  nifvri^M^  happinesa  aad  KffHrodiaction. 
.  TUmifoaaffifkh  m  a0t.mard>6iaiidiy  toppogresa  in 
Ihe.  seieiM9a»  than  te  ia  to  bencmleiice.  On  the  p*o>- 
dmatiise  sysleo^iof  whidi  it ^hebmi  the  basis,  the  advaiK 
Mgisgf  4m^t  JAdttidnal  .tends  to  the  edYantage  e£  all, 
vA^  ^e  advantage  e£  aU  tends  to  the  advantage,  of  th^ 
indivjrfail...  It  ltno9»  up  iinas  which  i-ender  one  chisa 
of  wculatcNTs  productive  and  another  anprodnoli^e^-^nd 
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whkh  tend  to  keep  these  dttnes  in  a  state  cf  <  ftod 
ugaiDst  one  another.  Neither  does  nature  know  any. 
It  considers  all  as  she  has  made  them,  real  firiends  and 
asostaiitslto  one  another,  in  the  general  pursuit 

This  wealth-produdng  quali^  holds  out  the  j^orioiis 
prospect  to  mankind,  that  the  source  of  wealdi  is  ines- 
haustible  All  other  qualities  or  priQoi|des  narmw^ 
limit  that  source.  Acooiding  to  theaa,  drculators  in 
obtaining  income,  are  taking  from  aheap.  According  to 
this,  ihef  are  adding  to  it  The  more  Ubemtty  thqr 
draw  thej  render  the  aouroe  mors  copious,  and  instead 
of  injurii^  odiers,  enable  them  (always  excepting  fixed 
annuitants)  to  supply  themaelipes  with  a  larger  amouBt 
^income. 

It  may  be  urged  here,  that  upon  thi»  theory,  the 
more  drculators  chaige,  as^  they  draw  it  from  otheia,  die 
more  must  tbey  draw  from  others,  and,  therefore,  itn> 
prindple  seems  to  operate  against  itsdf.  This,  however, 
is  only  in  seeming.  A  second  view  of  the  sufcyect  doea 
dib  apparent  contradicdon  entirely  kw9j.  The  moee 
circulators  charge  on  the  general  fii|id»  •  it  is  true,  the 
jnore  they  draw  from  others ;  but  the  more  they  d»|r 
fiom  th^e,  the  more  they  put  into  the  general  fuiwi. 
Their  income  becomes  dther  expenditure  or  capital  It, 
of  course,  creates  employment,  or  tl^meansof  chaigii^ 
for  others.  This  enaUes  the  latter  to  counterndiaige  in 
their  turn,  and  proves  the  source  not  only  of  reinjburs- 
mg  themselves  but  of  obtaining  an  increased  i^oome. 
For  surely  if  a  drculator  chaiges  for  a.lai;ger  amount 
of  any  article,  \nr  fisr  a  greater  variety  of  articles  than 
before^  he  must  necessarily  create  an  increased  amount 
of  ^npkyment,  and  of  course  income  to  the  suppliers  «f 
these  ankles. 
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Thc^  the  weahb-producing  quafity  of  chargeabiliiy^ 
or  the  principle  of  charge  for  charge,  renders  the  general 
fbnd  ukilimhed.  1*he  mine  of  real'  wealth,  for  from 
being  exhausted,  like  the  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  by 
drawing  from  it,  becomes  more  extensively  copious,  Ae 
mor^  it  is  drawn  upon,  from  the  neceEnsarily  correspond^ 
ing  increase  in  the  supply.  What  at  first  view  seems  a 
pdradox,  on  a  full  consideration  is  found  lo  be  a  plain^ 
simple,  real  principle  in  nature.  And  the  result  of  it  is 
as  strictly  demonstrable  as  any  thing  in  Euclid; 

I  must  Dot  dmit  here  to  call ,  your  Itttention  to  the 
lital  connexion  between  the  real  principles  of  population 
and  the  real  principles  of  productiveness  as  to  wealth,  and 
the  necessi^  of  studying  them  in  conjunction,  in  order 
completely  to  understand  the  process  of  the  production 
of  the  latter:  "  The  increase  of  population,  though  its 
influence  on  the  production  of  wealth  has  been  but  too 
much  oveiiooked^  is  the  great,  indeed  the  sole  original 
cause  of  the  permanent  increase  of  wealth.^  In  the  sta^ 
tkmary  condition  of  poptdation,  the  tendency  hi  prices  to 
fkll  from  the  stagnation  and  deficiency  of  stimulus,  inse- 
parable fh»tt  such  a  state^  renders  it  extremely  difRcdlt 
for  a  nation  to  keep  up  the  wealth  which  it  has  ^quired^ 
or  to  procure  die  means  of  reproducing  only  the  usual 
quantum  of  employment.  But  this  has  been  fully  dis-^ 
cussed  elsewhere^ 

In  remarking  on  the  foolish  notion  of  Sir  James 
Steuart,  which  is  still  that  of  the  multitude,  that,  if 
fbrogn  commerce  should  fail,  the  amdunt  of  interna) 
wealth  could  loiot  be  augmented,  yon  say :  **  II  sem- 
Uarait  que  la  richesse  ne  pent  venir  que  dn  dehors. 
Mais  au  dehors,  d^oi^  viendrait  elleP  Encore  da 
dehors.     II  faudrait  done,  en  la  cherchant  de  dehors  ea 
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^hora,  ei  «  supfOBaat  ke  miiies  4fim&»9  aortir  dr 
notre  globe;  ce  qui  esi  dlieuide."'     TrmiSy  p.  SO. 

This,  Sir,  is  one  ol  those  dedtf  te  florguiaeoU^  ivUck 
loAve  to  the  opponent  only  tv«d«n  <tf  aaaeut  If  noiT 
you  apply  your  own  reaaonwi^  ob  the  neakh  proeuieA 
from  abroad,  to  the  wealth,  aequiped  at  home^  yqu  wiB 
find  yourself  fairly  brought  witbin^  the  cirok  of  the  prcK 
ductive  tbeoiy^  out  of  which,  by  the  wgy,  you  must 
pardon  me,  when  I  say,  tb^re  is  no  pos^Mhty  of  asciqpe* 
If  we  seek  from  whom  $ny  ind&Tiduai»  €x  oUss,  procure* 
his  or  its  wealth,  we  nnisi  go  round  the  whole  of  the 
individuals  and  cldseesy  for  we  shaU  find  none  oi  theot 
draw  it  from  themselves^  but  all  fioDS  otbcrsb  WhiA 
others  is  it  then  ultiaiati%.  drawn  from  ?  or  how  is  it 
procured  at  all?  It  was  this  dilemma^diat  gave  me  the 
first  idea  of  the  productivt  system.  I  f^  mjsfX 
irre^tibly  foreed  mto  it^ 

It  would  ^Ve  me  much  |dfas«re  to  have  yomr 
assistatKe  in  the  attempt  to  simplify  a  menntto  so  iale* 
resting  to  us  both,  and  give  k  the  elamiesiB  aad  oomet^ 
ness  of  which  it  is  naturally  do  fully  capable^  The  tmk 
ef  stemming  that  flood  of  subtleties^  myataritms  pa»» 
cessses^  and  unmeanbg  paradoxes^  which  haa  tong  been 
flowing  so  sdron^y  from  the  wild  regions  ef  eeoaomisBt 
and  fandful  theory  upon  it^  is  d^icult ;  but  sui^y  it  k- 
not  impracticable.  I  will  trust  in  the  gqpd  sense  of  the 
present  inquising  age»  that  pQw^^&d  tboi^h  the  icfluttice 
of  prejudices^  of  high  name  and  bold  assMion^  be,  it 
is  not  imposnble  to  explode  the  strange  BamaeCnorooD^ 
ileal  and  paradoxical  i^hims  and  imaginatioaa  with  wfaick 
this  science  has  been  nuxed,  and  show  the  eansea  mA 
vesidts  of  nature  connected  with  it  in  her  sample  truth  K 

•  Such  b  the  uncertaintjr  that  has  been  thrown  upon  tha: 
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I^rom  your  discrimination  in  this  sdence,  and  from 
your  attentions  to  facts,  t  will  not  despair  to  see  you 
ultimately  range  yourself  on  the  side  of  the  Productive 
^eory  with  respect  to  the  grand  prinapte  and  its  lead- 
ing results.  Some  alterations  would  be  necessary.  But 
}BL  great  portion  of  your  detail  will  be  found  to  be  easily 
compatible  with  the  adnlission  of  that  great  principle. 
tie  this  as  it  may,  allow  me  to  conclude  my  letter  by 
adopting  the  condudoti  of  your  own. 

**  Je  m^estimerai  hetnreux,  si  quelc^^une  des  iA4ed 
qui  se  trouvent  expos^  dans  cdt  ourrage  obtiennent 
VoCre  flp{)fobatkm  et  exercent  quelqa^  influence  smr  yo# 
fesfintables  Merits  i  mais  en  ihSme  iemps  je  reeevrai  avee 
reconniuBsance  tbtrtes  les  criliqules  que  toub  m^addres^ 
eettz^  dans  la  persulojon  qu^eHes  n'auront  lieu  qm^apris 
ttft  jug^eitient  rastts  des  tmsoiis  que  j^idf  dtsnn^  et  d&s 
fidts  8«r  lesqvtla  je  ks  &nde ;  et  ^Vltes  me  feuniiioDt 
iftntt  mi  iDoj&k  As  recufier  mcs  anrravs* 

<'  Rosevee,  Monsiear)  Finssttranee  de  ma  hmne  eem^ 
irfiteralkm.^ 

S-  GRAY, 


causes  operating  in  circulation  and  their  results,  that  frequently 
we  find  our  legislators^  as  well  as  yours  and  those  of  America,  in 
ffiscMsdng  questions  in  statistics,  uttsaySag  in  mt  fzlt  of  iht 
same  spcecfeiiribat  they  had  said  ia  aMAcr, 
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No.  ir. 

On  the  Poor: 

BY  MR.  GRAY. 

AtMOST  every  person  in  a  populous  country ,  even  in 
the  lowest  regular  walks  of  life,  may  by  eccmoBij  anch 
prudence  attain,  in  the  course  o(  a  long  life,  to  a  com- 
petency. It  is  meant  here,  that  the  competency  is  to  be 
computed  according'  to- his  nnk,  and  it  is  assumed^  that 
his  health  is  tolerably  good'^  and  that  no  particularly  un- 
favouvabk  circumstances  occur.  But  rigid  economy 
and  prudence  are  not  to  be  expected  from  aUi  if  even 
from  the  most.  Vices  or  misfortunes  will  always  reduce, 
a  considerable  number  to  occBmems^  or  permanent  de* 
pendency  on  their  neighbours.  This  is  the  fiietevfeii 
with  respect  to  the  members  of  the  middle  and  higher 
ranks ;  and,^herefore,  it  is  less  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
those  of  the  lower  ranks,  who  have  seldom  the  advan* 
tage  of  a  good  education^  should  fall  into  the  same  dis« 
tress. 

The  more  populous,  w^-employed  and  rich  a 
country  is,  the  more  likely  it  is  to  have  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  its  circulators  in  a  distressed  state  from  vicious 
habits  and  a  want  of  economy.  In  a  poor-country  the 
defidency  of  employment,  the  consequent  temperance  of 
the  people,  and  necessity,  render  habits  of  frugality  an<{ 
prudence  more  general  Circulators  also  of  the  hi^er 
classes  beii^  in  mogc^  pinched  circumstances^  are  less^ 
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'diqxwed  to  give  ireely.  But  in  a.  rich  country  the 
various  classes  of  labourers,  mechanics,  and  manufac- 
turers obtain  lucrative  employment  so  early  and  with 
such  facility,  that  the  habits  of  strict  frugality  and  pru- 
dence are  but  rarely  founds  They  arjs,  of  course,  both 
less  careful  and  more  disdipated.  The  great  body  g£ 
them,  particularly  in  towns,  live  from  hand  to  mouth ; 
or  to  use  a  saying  of  the  North,  they  make  the  day  a/nd 
the  iDCOf  alike.  When  misfortune,  or  a  reverse  of  circum- 
stances coipes,  there  bnodung  provided.  Touseaoothor 
4X>untry  saying,  they  haveiaiJ  In/  twihing  for  a  rainy 
day.  They  are,  ^erefore,  jobliged  to  tlirow  themselves 
on  the  pity  of  their  more  fortunate  neighbours :  and 
they  do  this  with  less  reluctance,  as  tlieir  vicious  selaxed 
iiabits  have  deadened  much  their  feelings  of  indepencU 
.ence.  On  Uie  other  hand,  these  fortunate  neighbours, 
irom  being  wealthier  than  those  of  the  same  classes  in  a 
thinly  peopled  <x)untry,  are  botfi  able  and  disposed  to 
^ve  more  liberally. 

Thus,  though  at  the  first  view  it  nifty  seem  a  par 
xadox,  in  proportion  as  a  country  grows  more  pc^ulous, 
and  (what  is  inseparably  connected  with  thb)  more  rich, 
there  will  almost  unifoimly  be  an  increasing  proportion 
of  paupers. 

The  lower  ranks,  even  with  a  common  share  of  eco-> 
nomy^  cannot  well  realize  450  much  proper^  as  to  meet 
(extraordinary  expenses.  Their  income  also  generally 
depends  on  their  health.  When  unable  to  work,  .tbe|r 
.earn  nothing,  and  yet  they  are  obliged  to  spend  more 
.than  usuaL  The  sum,  which  they  i^  general  can  charge, 
is.  barely  sufficient  to  supply  the  current  expenses  of 
Ithfe  common  style  of  living  of  the  dass.  There  is  no- 
Jthing  then  for  the  cases  of  illness^  non-employmen^  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4flfi  VKB  FOOR. 

old  age.  Thar  vAaAom  cannot,  ISce  ^btm  of  ^mfefw 
tmiate  Members  in  the  ri^er  elasses,  asnst  tbem.  The 
puUie  must,  tk&K&fre,  mcike  up  the  deficiency. 

Nor  hitf  that  body  any  juit  reason  to  (xmiplain  of 
this  as  a  hardship.  It  b  thnni^  the  industry  of  these 
rankfl^  that  the  middle  and  higher  are  enabled  to  attain 
Hr  eoropetenee,  or  riches.  All  the  additional  wealA, 
yAAA  qnrings  from  an  increase  of  population,  is  cons!* 
deraUy  though  indirectly  owing  to  them :  for  it  ii  these 
poorer  classes  that  are  the  most  popukdng,  or  produce 
the  greatest  number  of  children.  Thes^  children,  by 
the  emplo3rment  which  they  create,  enrich  the  commu- 
nis, and  though  in  g^eral  they  assist  their  parents 
after  a  certain  i^,  tlie  great  number  produced  by  eadb 
pair  frequently  proves  a  drawback,  while  they  are  very 
young;  and  if  when  they  come  to  working  years,  they 
turn  out  idle  or  extravagant,  they  prove  the  cause  of 
keeping  their  parents  poor.  Thus,  what  adds  to  th^ 
wealth  of  others,  prevents  them  from  laying  by  as  much 
-as.  is  sufficient  to  me^t  accidents,  and  would,  though  they 
'Were  much  more  prudent  than  they  generally  are.  In 
doing  for  them  what  their  very  useful  station  in  sodety 
prevents  them  from  dcnng  for  themselves,  the  middle  and 
higher  ranks  are  only  paying  back  a  part  of  the  wealth 
ifhich  they  have  received  from  that -mass,  as  well  as 
making  some  return  fof  the  various  cpmfbrts  whidi  they 
derive  from  its  labours.  The  claim  of  the  distressed 
pQCft  for  the  eontributions  of  the  richer,  is  a  daim  not 
merely  of  humemity,  but  of  justice.  It  it  a  claim  of 
Btrict  right.  And  after  all  the  heavy  charges  made 
fer  tlie  poor,  on  striking  a  feii  balance,  the  rich  are^ 
oonsiderdblly  the  gainers.  '  j^P 

It  has  indeed  of  late  been  attempted  to  d^y  th^ 
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rigki  of  M  pmyr  to  syppari*.  To  ^ipp^  tkb  4oe.. 
trine  except  by  a  flat  denial,  and  stating  the  cppoaite,  or 
by  fanning,  that  the  poor  Nofoe  a  right  to  0t^aporty 
aeems  superfluous.  This  is  a  polkioo-moitil  tmisnit 
which  aH  attempts  to  oonfirm,  voald  perhaps  only  tmd 
to  throw  some  doubt  upon,  to  themmd  unpervertedby  a 
fidae  tbeory.  And  eertaaaly  it  would  he  difficult  to 
tnake  it  appear  more  true  to  the  wdUBsposed  modf 
than  by  merely  stating  it.  As,  tM>wever,  it  has  some 
fiHutdadon  in  an  linwarranted  theory,  k  may  be  Worth 
ia'hile  to  mtiut  an  ofaaerration  br  two  upm  it 

There  a»  natural  rig^it^  and  social  xaghtai»  and  iegii 
ri^tft.  When  a  nitural  right  is  also  warranted  by  the 
good  cf  society,  it  becomes  a  real  sooiid  ff^M;  and  is 
atviotly  indefiaasSile.  Its  value,  or  reality,  <bes  not 
depend  on  the  autfaoiity  of  any  positive  law^  or  of  atiy 
dfiidaradon  ftom  those  possessmg  pow^r;  but  <m  the 
amngements  of  nature.  A  legal  cigbt  ia  sometfaiog 
that  baa  been  acknowledged  and  authorised  by  a  oooir 
jBunily.  A  fegal  right  sAay  consequmidy '  he  aet  aside 
kj  a  deobratiott  fvon  antipetenfc  authdri^.  Son  what  a 
omiinunity  has  enacted,  it  can  Aienart ;  but  all  the  de^ 
claarations  of  all  the  legisfat«M  ia  iho  wctU  ifHll  nmer 
jooake  d^  whielfeis  a  rmf  iocioJ  r^^  to  be  an  unreal  en^ 
or  to  be  what  is  wrcx^  Tfaisy  may  indeed  so  deehwe^ 
jmd  diey  may  act  upon  their  dedaratioili  but  in  so  de» 
claring  and  so  acting,  they  do  what  is  contrary  to  the  un»* 
mltendbie  laws  of  justice.    TUcy  are  wcong,  but  dbe  right 


*  By  Mr.  Malthus.  f^  It  appears  to  me,'*  says  he,  ^  that  we 
are  bcmnd  in  justice  aiid  hoaouir  formally  to  disclaim  the  ri^fht  of 
tht  poor  to  si^port''  JBaiay  on  the  Fkinqple  of  FopofMioi^ 
ir^LIHf  0.4*  ch*^P»  X7^*    ' 
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remains  stiH  in  reali^  what  k  was,  in  the  eyes  of  a 
perfect  Bein^. 

The  poor  in  England  hare  at  present  a  legml  righi 
to  support.  -This  might  indeed  be  resciiided.  Pntlm 
ment  m%ht  dedare^  that  the  poor  have  no  rigM  io  m^ 
port ;  bnt  I  think  i  know  Britons  too  well^  to  Hbbt  for 
a  moment,  diat  a  Britidi  l^idature  will  ever  diegraee 
itself  and  the  high  character  of  its  oountrj&r  justioe  and 
humanity,  by  'any  sudi  declaration. 

As  to  the  peallty  of<A^r%A#ofthepoor  tosiippart^ 
it  b  grounded  alike  upon  the  good  of  the  communis  and 
of  the  individual.  The  wett4)enig  of  both  reqoiies  its 
admisuon.  Both  would  be  injured  and  rendered  tm* 
happy  wer^  it  not  acted  upon.  By  die  eanititntkni.Qf 
our  nature  we  areimp^bd  as  instinctive^  er  ntfof 
rOy  to  assent  to  and  act  upon  ^fae  propositien,  w  should 
reHeve  or  assiti  ike  poor  omd  dUtreesedj  as  to  such 
ptufiotitions  as  diese,  we  ehouUL  pay  uhtU  we  reatty 
owe^^ttM  $hotM  pmr^rm  what  toe  prmme*  we  ehmM 
himour  am  paiNmie^'^we  sAouM  iefmd  imr  cemtNf. 
a%«uni«ersd  Cfariatiafttruk  for 'right  actii^,  or  <£dbti^ 
tO'^mkirs  whai  we'wauU  have  them  Io  do  to  us,  and  the 
gUMd  ihjfunctiMm  of  >tbe  Author  cf  CSbristiamty,  to  iobe 
oisr  neighbm^re  as  ours^ifesy  both  of  which  are  &undsd  * 
oIl'^vateaiid'pnbliegoqd^confinBv^  same  troth.  To 
^HbdlBMn  ^die  ngfat  of  the  poor  to  sufqaoit,  1%  therefci% 
4D  affirm  a  nKural  untruth  ;  and  to  act  upon  such  aprin* 
djple,'  is  to  dp  not  only  what  b  inhuman,  hutiwhat  is 
really  unjust 

.,  The  author  of  this  false  proposition  has  been  led 
into  U  fi^om  that  peculiar  enmity  to  early  marriage  among 
Ihe*  hufer  dasse^y  whidi  he  entertains,  and  which  ariaea 
fxifin  his  incorrect  tbeoietkal  views  respecting  popukt 
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lion  *.  He  seems  to  hnagme^  lliat  pauperisitt  springs 
chieAjy  if  not  wholly,  fiom  nunniage.  It  has,  I  eon- 
€eive»  been  strict^  demonstrated,  thi^  the  increase  of 
pa|Hilalk>n,  instead  of  tending,  as  he  fancies,  rather  to 
diminiA  the  amerage  amoimt  of  empli^naoenl;  and  of 
wealthy  necessarily  increases  the  arerage  {Nx^rdon  of 
both.  Were  the  eond^ion  which  he  requiiies,  that  no 
ma»  should  marry  who  has  not  the  prospect  of  bang 
able  to  mamtun  a  family,  strictly  acted  upon  in  ita  full 
impDrt,««*b«t  this  is  impossyble,  fisr  nature  ia  much  too 
powwfiil  for  fanoful  theory,— a  decrease  of  population^ 
and  ita  necessaiy  etmsequences,  universal  stagnation^ 
torpor  and  poverty,  woidd  be  the  result 

No  man,  in  such  a  case,  could  marry,  who  was  not 
retUf  possessed  of  actual  capital  able  to  maintain  a 
ihouly  «f  the  usmd  mimber;  for  no  man,  who  depends 
upon  hiffown  labour  ot  the  chances  of  employment,  can 
be  said  to  have  such  a  proqpect  of  beiag  dble  to  siqpport 
.O'haaSf,  as  would  jualify  Inm  in  marrying,  tf  he  were 
detendof  aH  prospect  of  aaaistance  fimn  others  or  the 
puUie,  in  case  ci  aeodent  or  misfartunes.  A  week 
after  marriage  the  most  heaUiy  prudent  man,.at  the  time 
iwsU  cmphijieil,  may  meet  wkh  an  aocident  wlndi  may 
•  eidwr:lame  Mm  or  so  effttA  hia  health  as  to  prevent  him 
fipom  earning  a-  lifi^dhood.  Scareely  ai^  Bombers  of 
the  hnm;  ];snks^  em  whom  the  increase  of  popnlaliaii 

,  .  •«^/Iie"<wteniaiAswitli0ufttliepvoipcctofbdafableto 
export  a  hfpit^),  **  shoald  be  taught  to  know,  that  the  laws  of 

.iu|ture^  wbich  gre  the  laws  of  pod,  have  doomed  him  and  his 
family  to  suffer  for  disoDeying  their  repeated  admonttions ;  that 

"be  h^d  no  claim  of  right  on  society  for  the  smallest  portion  of 
AM,  beyond  that  which  his  labdur  would  fsnif  pureliase.'' 
JSsiay  on  the  Frincif^  of  Populatioaf  voL  iii.  B*  iv.  ch*  S.  p.  ,iSiv 
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dttdly  dipandfiy  toviA  wi&  pnldetto^  niny.  Popuk- 
^tioa  voukl  8tia|>,  and  the  notion  be  r^litcad  tii  foirtaty 
anddbstveBa; 

Fjnideiioe  b  uiMiuiistiandily'  F^^^mv  in  all  nriu,  m 
malmg  die  grand  dioioe  fipr  Itfr.  And  I  btibevis  a  vary 
proper  degree  of  prudetice  does  distingiiiab  the  great 
body  of  aU  ranke  with  i^egaid  to  maniage.  IHiere  an 
eortfldnly  mmy  who  act  Uka  raab  feob.  On  the  other 
hand,  mai^  loksanty  without  any  favoiuntib  proepaela, 
and  hecome  rich»  wfao»  bat  fir  laatnage,  would  have  at 
hngfh  been  found  among  paupers.  And  is  the  grand 
iouice  of  wealth  and  cMrilhsatian  Co  be  weaheoed  or  de- 
stroyed, because  0DH>e  persons  net  impmdeBtfy?  Their 
rashness  puni^es  ^self  i  but  the  great  nassi  wkh,  what 
caiirtioas  ealoulators  mmld  eaUv  no  very  eaia  prosfiaels, 
fiOB^pIelely  suoeoode*  The  members  cyf  the  Jo^i^ier  mnfca 
fifaDuld^  theiefosv,  be  left  ta  choose  on  thb  inttireating 
point -for  themselves. 

-  Were  the  deckmtbmt  xeodmm^idiad  by  tbia  mllnr* 
^td  be^made  by  the  legniatnie,  and  the  amdmhn-  wiieh 
lie  points  out,  attempted  to  he  put  m  foroe^  the  BMtWi 
cims^talian  would  not  lexiitsbcmenthst  Insudtaeon- 
test^beeweai  thegimt  ibaas  of  popdation  and  gotan- 
maitt,  it  unouU  soto  be  fatally  fomd,  that  the  sdWst- 
anee  theory  had  made  no  progress  at  aUamoog  our 
soldievfi  TSiey  wwld  range  themadves  as  pgpMhrfnnietn 
to  a  man.  But  really  h  is  more  safe  to  pass  over  each 
tr^  fpid-^ang^rvNi^  meaBuvis,  siad  not  4n  ^jtm  them 
oonseqnence  ^  discussion.  EngisAd,  I  voncb  ftr  her, 
wiff  hev<^  pbnserit  to  fet&rve  her  poor,  or  abaiidon  her 
•d^ti^sedj  in  compliance  with  any  theory.  Shfe  will 
^Q»lhme  t9  mifft  in  ^^diiig  the  <^  mi^  leUevJp^  die 
itfae^  »  ■■'■ 
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file  mpd«  of  sm^iorl^g  the  poor  in  fiouth  Britain  af 
^ving  rise  to  little  else  tbaa  xncoMtfeiiienac^  ai^d  «filB  to 
thi|8$pite.  AlNMHi^sti^wchvaal  fiiEleaty«n4  Biniage^ 
)>j  6)ic)i  A  ]uvi»lw  of  ag«Ata»  mvil  pfOMtnt  cAjrasam^aktrnt 
(9  tihc^  ipdlia^d  to  ^fsrp^  which  ^^  raider  it  easy  l^ 
m^m  of  sd^ctipo^  with  the  aid  of  a  Iklle  b^gfatoiinf  , 
to  make  a  Tery  stiong  <Me  against  this  national  measura. 
But*  it  ia  flso  as  q^^  by  another  and  a  finr  mode  of 
#alecjbk^  ifldead  by  B  pUa  aiinpia  stafamgnr,  to  make 
jHit  a  /case  of  it  very  different  kii^  and  to  show  Chat 
^e  £i^gyab  mode  of  suppoitiag  the  poor,  with  all  i^( 
flKults  apd  inOQAveaieDcbs,  doea  credit  to  the  csountry ; 
^t  it  is  the  sQMroe  €ii  rdieving  a  vast  amount  of  miseiy, 
{M^  e&Oi^g  (i^vibst  afidomt  of  ooQifort.  I  hesitate  not 
tff  ^B^V»^,ib^  ttiia  v^y  qrst^m of  supporting  the  ppor, 
which  has  been  of  ]ate  attacked  so  violently  by  so  manyi 
£anns  a  pprtkm  of  the  bri^test  i^ory  of  En^^d. 

A^ilfsh  pw«e  hivi  \>eefi  bestowed  on  the  precariouif 
Wiexpfn9^,i9Q4%  iawhi^  the  poor  axe  suiqperted  «| 
uuuiv  Darfkxif  Scotland. 

^ ,  4^ .^f  (^  I  h4X#  h44  a^i.qyortnnity  of  observmgt 
i|;bei^  if  |i|tl^  ii^  the  result^jthtit  j^pnders  the  phm  worthy 
^  ^i^japn^bnt  tt^  lEov^T^e^  The  misery  arismg  6kx^ 
^(•toQifDy  c^fn^unfi3«:tun^  ismostchsT 

WWWnatp.tbf  4tt«att»li  ^Jbmnvtr.  It  is!  affirmed^  that 
^{HW  )th^.)^T%4n  gpipn^  an  honest  pride,  ^hich 
|K^  j^^^i^^.SM^IF:.^  j^Halaat  hardahipa  and  distfess, 
#W#I9^  to  tl^ jiiQfjf.  f0r iipliaf.  This  is  tntt.  And 
,tj[ie. ^ixit  js  to  be  {^)noi^,  ]^i  doe^  high  crec^  to  the 
|i^le.  3ut^^in  thp  wfoe  of  justice  ^  himiamtyi  is 
1^  ^li^  tha^  tbc|  y^y  yigf^ea  oC  thenirfbrtunate,  tiie  ygb 
of  the  dutresi^  should  be  used  lo|Mi^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49ft  TBB  9O0tU 

Amt  dbtzesies&ioin  being  rdaerei^  and  Id  nuke  tkem 
|nne  out  the  remains  of  Itfe  in  a  state  dT  tbe  moel  fiii^ 
lorn  and  pitiable  wcetclMcbieBS? 

Besides,  even  in  that  dtvioon  of  Gfl«ai  fintMUt  ^ ' 
dd  precanoud  Yduntaiy  mode,  wfakli  aittted  thfadju^ 
peopled  poor  ti^iies,  is  fomd  more  and  inore  iaadcqiiatfy 
in  proportion  as  districts  become  mote  populous  aad 
rkber;  and  the  richest  have  been  forosd  to  adopt  the 
English  system.  Scotland  at  {nreseat  has  little  more 
than  one  person  to  twelve  acres;  and  ere  she  veaeh  one 
person  to  seven  acres,  or  caiy  half  the  pesent  rate*  «f 
England^s  population,  and  tbe  superior  weakh  wfaiek 
stich  a  rate  supposes,  she  will,  have  found  heradf  oon« 
strained,  from  necesnty,  to  have  recourse  univetM^  to 
that  plan,  which  England,  from  her  tbkskar  pofmlaiim 
and  greater  wealth,  had  been  o|diged  tobavereeourse  ttt 
$0  long  before  her.    .  - 

Tbe  great  increase  in  the  amount  drawn,  fcr  oar 
poor,  has  frightened  many.     But  it  b  to  be  oonadend^. 
that  a  large  pottbn  of  this  increase  arises  firam  the  fil- 
crease  of  the  average  rate  of  prices  in  Biglanit '  Duiiqg  - 
the' last  fifty  years  the  average  rate  baa  risen  in  a  propia:*  • 
tioQc^atleast  asd  to  1.    Ibe  number  of  the  poar,iiaw^ 
ever,  bas  certainly  increased  in  its  proportaon  dao.   TUa. 
was  to  be  expected.    As  we  have  seen,  it  is  one  dfitbe^* 
naturiea.  results  of  the  relaxed  and  fees  fit^  liabji  tf . 
(bQ  groat  body  of  drculators  prpdueed  by  an 
tion  a£  emplogrinent  and  weallii>    But  the 
firqip.  ebcnring  that  England  has  become  pooMPV  pr^nrea 
tb|tt  ^has  growB  richer.     The  amount  paid  by  li&  to 
jsi^tMHcber  popr  in  the  year  1776  wasumkr^WD  ln& 
4iciiiB,rapd  in  the  year  1817  it  was  above  eight ;  but  Waa 
tb^^ayen^  wealdicf  the  varices  dassas  of  die  pa^oC 
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•Ri>gtin^.Wi  ITTG equal  to  tbe  average  weddi  in  1817? 
Tkty  pay  mofe^ibeoanse  they  are  aUe  to  pay  more. 

What  proportkm  does  tfa»  increase  of  our  disburse^ 
BMfit8»  krge  89  k  is,  baer  to  the  increase  of  our  income  ? 
"TbehMter  iidsfaacid  al  l^ast  176  milhons  dioring  the 
saawpcfioil^  TlmkaTe&ic.lMdaBceinfimmrofour€i]v' 
MlaKMBs  of  1^  nailkns. 

But  that  addition  to  the  expenditure  of  England 
formsy  in  fisurt,  also  a  real  pordon  of  her  income.  Thoi^h 
ihaw  wlortunate  ciftulitorB'  do  not  create  so  much  em* 
{doyoHOt,  tm  if  they  were  eiectxve  fadbourers^  they  re- 
pasduee  cmploymeiit  to  the  amount  of  the  ei^t  millions/ 
wUch  they  obtain  by  means  of  their  more  fortunate 
M^baurs.  - 

Tbcaa  coatifibtitions  finr  the  poor,  Hke  other  taxes, 
aie  not  Mallypaid  by  die  nn^mkial  payers.  They  are 
charged  on  the  general  fund,  or  form  part  of  the  price 
yMA  each  oiicislatorclHuiges  for  the  articles  in  which  he 


The  amount  paid  l^the  EngBsh  former,  for  ex.* 
anfile^  ia  charged  for  in  the  price  of  his  com,  cattle,  &c. 
I»  this  caae^  he  aaema  txy  be  better  off  than  the  Scottish 
fmnuutf  though  the  disbursements  of  1^  latter  for  poor^s 
rales  are  iii  gousnd  but  small.  The  ayeragerent  of 
JUynd,  df  a-rimilar  duurader  in  Scotland,  apj>ear8  to  be 
bijl^ier  than  11^  Enghuidy  by  at  least  the  difierence  in 
tbe  jMomt.of  titlies  and  poor%  rates  per  acre,  though 
the  avefagB.prioecf  Seottiili  wheat  mid  barley  be  oonsi^i 
deidbly  lower  than  the  Eiigliik*  This  inferiority  «£ 
foee  in  tbe  gmm  of  Scotland  may  be  traced  to  the 
^of  the  cEmate,  wUdi  renders  the  p9» 


^IliMLeltar  to  M. fla)r»  AH  Claasei  producttirc,  p.  aa6» 
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Axt  in  getfehd  moie  abmdkmt  in  ^pBUttitf  tbat : 

in  quali^^  to  thenmf  cAoct  ami  hmesfimunmaM 

of  culiiyatira)  mod  4o  the  lower  uMmgd  nto  of  general 

amouBt  «f  naftioiial  wodth^  I  do  liM  wnmr^^  Aat^it 
is  owing  to  tbe  cfaaEjps  for  the  dei^  anA  the  poor 
being  so  much  lower  in  Scotland^  for  dnf  Mgjket  diiigi* 
of  die  landholder  per  «Bto  dure  ieM»Mly«^^  ti^thc! 
charge  for  bodi« 

The  Scottiih  &fkBBr^  tlnoglk  h»  SMM  t5  hare  att 
advantage^  has  none  hi  osalitj^-far  payti  im  the  hui* 
bolder  the  difiefelice  whidi  tfaa  Eo^hih  ftoner  pays  m 
the  dergya&d  tbe  poor.'  Nor  is  ifae  8imi<Mi  fa^ifeiw^ 
if  he  has  purchased  his  land,  a  ffSm/eri  fer  rtMia|h  hs 
geti  a  higher  price  per  acre  hi  rem^  he  hea  gi^n  & 
\mger  amount  of  capttal:  per  acta  fer  k^  fadeed,  I  sow* 
pect  he  is  father  a  hmtai.  He  conttnat^  p«f a  noie  Air 
Ihe  difiWenoe  than  it  ia  woith  ^  and  I  apprehiSnd,  ^wr 
the  interest  on  capital  invested  in  land  is  rather  lesaih 
Scothotd,  thaa  m  Ei^hmd; 

Thd  charge  far  ifae  poor  iathas:  added  to  die  pliea 
of  the  dfouhoBd  of  the  finrmep  and-  oiktftt  wtao  pitgr'tile 
Unc ;  and  were  there  no  dodrdiargO  or  UOLj  thkt  fA»f 
an  theaver^ge^  would  be  pm^xinionaceh^toiiwr^ 

7lMfe  if  ao  ^piesitwi),  but  that  iispptfttwg  rae  poer 
in  die  genetooa  hmane  way  of  ESfl^bnd'^  is^  Kke*  dMr 
liost  human  mesaures^  KaMe  tlty  he  A«iBdd,<«id  «d  tb 
attended  with  sane  ifiseldvantAgM  Ir  ^  iqpt  tt>  aild£e 
diebase^minded  among- the  lower raiiba  leai  fttigpf  flfli 
asreftil  in  i&etr  praspemuft  di^s.  iSiey  hiok  A»rWKIll 
4»  puilA^  itenstance,  end  ^lend  withovit  ftar.  Bdt  e» 
the  great,  body  of  the  circulators  of  the  working  classes^ 
~  whoi  I  bdieve^  bare  a  spiiift^bov^  lirikiag  for-^ddr rd^ 
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esfioplin  actiMddiitr€80,itdMtg<Hd  wit)»ttti^^  tt 
tendi  somewfajot  to  dioEiiiufdk  the  ftan  of  poverty  htm* 
parable  fiiffa  thear  dependent  eonditMi.  H^  lAaogB 
ihould  Qome  fta  the  womtfiimy  hmw  i^generom  eountry 
to  look  to  for  aMataaoe.  Avd  the  kfiowlad^  of  ihtSf 
though  they  may  never  hme  occasion  to  9f(fiy  to  their 
eountry^^  generosity^  b  a  soiuoe  of  general  hope  ami 
Mn&rt  to  theib  hard-working' and  merteorioos  menlbers 
of  society  and  their  famiUee. 

To  render   paupensm  more  oeious  than  k  b  of 
itaeify  it  ha»  beenreoownended  l^  soMe  to  malle'  ifaoit 
who  obtain   parish  assistance  wear  badges.       I  weuld 
not  bate  Eng^ahneti  adopt  §uch  a  maature^    It  ii  not 
liecoming  thte  national  character*    1  mw  it  tried  hi  g 
Seottish  pariah  many  yean  ago,  and  il  was  '^tmaeb  im 
atantan^ouaiy  abandoned*     The  unferlntete  poor  Hi 
Aek  bidges»  or  wore  them  whiere  tfiey  could  not'  hn 
aeen*    Every  body  adanttted  the  dceen^  of  the  Aaftilf^ 
aiul  none  were  harsh  enough  to  make  die«i  eonpijf  wMl 
the  odious  regulation.     Such  a  meaatirB  Would  hata  4k^ 
influenee  on  the  baae-annded,  while  it  would  sifllet  ail 
cmmerited  stigma  on  oca  virtuous  tbongh  nHfoHAmai^ 
neifhbours,  many  of  whom  have  aaen  betoer  dayK    W^ 
might  perhape  save  some  of  oor  money,  dod  Ofaa  tteft 
I  doubt,  but  we  shonkl  feae  hi  oar  national  ihHc*^  df 
ieeUflg.    Pover^  baa  evila  enow  t^tbemikm  on  -it,  wilik^ 
out  haL\mg  puUie  insuk  added  to  the  number.     W% 
must  not   debase  our  gRiaosity  by  tlm  nngati«oM 
manner  of  pi»ctiaing  it.    We  mnat  not  itigmatioe  <bt 
poor. 

To  counteract  the  teadbncy  to  a  dependanee  ob  tSi 
parish,  we  must  promote  friendly  aoeietietf,  but  ablWH 
all  Aat  admirablo  syalem,  which  ia  so  wdt  4ri(«Itttid  U 
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disseminate  amo^g  the  lower  classes  the  halnCs  of  pru^ 
dence  and  frugality,  as  well  as  the  tiphit  of  independence, 
saving  banks.  We  must  raise  the  notions  of  iSiose  classes 
bj  extending  education  among  them;  and  our  parish 
dergymeii  should  labotif  to  point  out  the  happy  effects 
of  industiy  and  prudence^  and  the  mismes  whidi  flow 
from  idleness,  extravagance,  and  want  of  foreaght. 

To  employ  the  poor  is  recommended  by  every  sound 
statistical  principle.  But  care  nmst  be  taken  not  ta 
interfere  widi  the  fidr  gains  of  the  effective  labowisr,  by 
aelling  their  pfoductians  at  s  lower  than  the  average^ 
price. 

To  the  system  of  settlettfent,  1  confess,  I  have  a 
tiiorough  ^ike.  The  whole  is  equally  barbarous  in 
theory  and  in  practice.  It  a{qpears  to  me  savage,  in-< 
liospitable,  inhuman,  unchristian,  unbridsh.  A  more 
just  olgect  is  pretaided  for  it,  "but  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  that  detestation  and  hostile  spirit  encouraged  amcn^ 
ba^bfltRis  nations,  and  even  among  our  ancestors  in 
tlunly-pebpled  times,  against  strangers,  and  of  ihpse 
foolish  antipepulation  ideas  which  dictated  the  exclusive 
privileges  of  our  boipughs.  To  obviate  the  objection  to 
the  pocNT  overburdening  some  parishes,  tlie  funds  ^ow 
set  apart  should  be  distributed  by  counties,  ^his 
would  ease  some  parishes  that  labour  under  the  misfor- 
tune of  htrving  more  than  the  average  number  of  foor; 
and  though  those  who  are  fortunate  enouj^  to  have  less 
than  thai  ^  quota,  migbt  pay  a  little  more  thatf  usual, 
yet,  as  we  aU  derive  a  considerable  portion  of  our  in^ 
comes  by  means  of  the  labours  of  the  lower  classes,  w« 
ought  all  to  contribute  the  due  share  to  them  wh<»i  in 
distress.  It  is  wdl  known  that  many  parishes  which 
are  the  moat  wealthy,  have  few  or  no  poor,  because  these 
haEve  not  the  means  of  residing  in  them;  while  they  ar^ 
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vunre  dian  proportioiiately  numerous  in  thote  parifehes^ 
which  abound  with  families  of  the  lower  and  waking 
ranks,  that  are  less  able  to  assist  their  distressed  nngh- 
bours.  This  equalizing  mode  would  render  the  g^ieral 
rate  lower. 

One  of  the  greatest  erOs  arising  firom  the  English 
plan  of  supporting  the  poor,  appears  to  me  to'  be  itk 
tendency  to  keep  the  average  prices  of  labourers  and 
^dier  workmen  too  low.  This,  upon  the  productire 
theory,  is  seen  to  be  a  more  flagrant  evil,  thiin  on  the 
unproductive.  By  supplying  a  portion  of  income  to 
die  circulators,  when  they.  4re  distressed  by  the  rise  of 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  we  operate  against 
the  natural  tendency  in  price  to  adjust  itself  to  the 
amount  of  the  demands  on  circulators.  This  is  stated 
to  have  been  carried  to  a  very  extraordinary  pitch  ia 
some  parishes. 

As  far  as  this  practice  is  voluntary,  or  is  not  dio* 
tated  by  imperious  necemty,  it  is  in  every  point  of  view 
wnmg.  It  gives  the  'rirculators,  who  employ  these  in- 
dustrious labourers,  an.  unfair  advantage  against  their 
neighbours.  It  deprives  these  labomrers  of  the  naturid 
rewarded  their  labours;  and  instead  of  treating  them  as 
what  they  are,  effective  members  of  the  working  com- 
munity, it  degrades  them  into  paupers.  I  should  hed« 
tate  to.  admit  the  allowances  so  granted  into  the  amount 
of  the  poor  rates.  Such  a  plan  is  only  a  double  way  of 
paying  the  working  circulator.  And  it  operates  dii^tly 
against  the  arrangements  of  nature,  by  whidi  price,  on 
the  average,  adjusts  itself  to  the  actual  demands  a(  ike 
circulator  for  the  common  style  of  living,  and,  with  an 
iner^aftng  population,  gradually  augments,  the  employ- 
pent  And  inipme  of  a  country. 

p  p 
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To  diai^a  phm  wbidi  iflVdtvM  flo  wsbf  UtereM 
mdistyf  such  «iaeiit«8  that  <rf*«ip}lirtin|^ti«^r^'i!f 
a  IntttteT  of  nlom  Mndufr  ntipoi^ttio^j  wi^it^'it  ^vcn  fiM6^ 
fcddv  nitll  tafifty.  In  the  prei^t  ^Mt  of  €tati«tM 
science^  and  with  such  fanciful  nodons  as  are  gMloiAy 
^bttetaiied  to  tlife  sul^cet^  it  is  utterly  itopnuiriMftde. 
Hie  IbNxnvingiricetdi  of  a  italiaMl^koar^s  ftmsl  ira»  niJHi« 
aaaay  years  4gb.  The  advamagen  "wMdi  #biikl  fM^^ 
htUfy  imritfrdm  it^  are  auch  as  t6  evtille  id  al  teaM  IIp 
be  taken  into  cMitideratkm  by  the  sw^t^^ 


^  Sketch  tf  A  National  Poor's  Tuni. 

WHETHgB  the  ppor  kipa  on  die  puwrt  aodtoowiM  be 
so  altered  as  to  produce  a  very  great  or  radieet  iMprov^ 
tttht,  arithdutintrodneifag^tbef  dvihaiidiiKMitMiMciesy 
achnttii  of  dmbt  ItiBeems  to  aae^  that  a  phuii'^vAiStAi* 
fthoulii  to)dc6  tire  pbor  |Xiy  for  tfaenachpf%  by  ooRtrii 
budag  towards  a  national  poarfr  fiand^  iMMdd  tamAy 
ttiany  ofthefouitsofthApraseDt^rstchL  Atthe  smu 
time  it  would  rescue  the  receiver  Iran  the  'degfadtlig 
endition  tf «  paiqp^  wUeh  is  sa  paiitfvl  to  the  lkeltaig« 
of  flioily  respectable^  though  unforttiiMte  persGHs^VMl  to 
huKtftil  to  the  Bfnrit  of  the  whole  mass  cfkbe  poor. 

This  fiEDid  nwuld  be  a  natioald  <ihe,  or  A)r  ffa&  ^die 
of' the  poor  m  the  niftton;  but  taieoeive  its  imppliea 
and  distribute  its  disbvtfiemnita  nationidlyy  would  peiv 
hajfMiiiot  be  the  beat  way  to  aeoooqilith  it*  purposes 
ea^y  and  effectually.  The  b«sifl«R  aa^|lit'4)«  4oM  %y 
ecnmties;  or,  in  the  case  of  these  being  teb lat^  by^ 
districts,  for  example,  in  Yorkshire,  by  ittlhre«  rkfing& 
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I»  each  oi  these  dmnoilsy  tbene  would  be  a  eeuMl 
office  for  r^cmmg  Ihe  amount  of  the  oaiaributioD%  aad 
dMbunm^  thent  to  each  pari^  eccopdiog  to  the  dfinnA 
There  night  be  a  general  ofice  ki  the  .metcopohi  £er 
mmagmg  the ,  hwanew  hetweeti  the  diftrait  aountf 
offices.  The  tWy  or  ceotrUbulicHi,  miit  be  Annpultoejf 
Mdsr  the  autfacnnty  ctf  the  le^fllattun^  Themshoiddbe 
dUbrent  latiee,  aeoor^mg  to  whk^  for  'C0itribii(aegra 
larger  or  naatter  auin,  each  peracm  dieuld  be  enddad  4a 
lba#  &r  a  larger  or  smaller  weekty  allowaiioe.  .  But 
there  must  be  a  miaimum  calculated  on  aiiat  is  neoetsarf 
tB  supply  the  wants  of  the  poor.  This  amount  at  leasr, 
•very  one,  above  a  certain  age,  possessbg  a  aepamta 
taoome^  most  contnbute,  and  for  this  he  or  die  will  bb 
entitled  ftodmw.asQottling  tea  aMUkd  saia  The varioaa 
ioffioes  ehould  also  havie  a  power. ta  vacesve  gifts  and 
tj^acifls»  to  farm  a  pcnaaaent  lund^  to  bt  afylied  W  the 
fMnposair  of  ifaa  iaatitadon. 

The  lower  xanka  would  have  jto  p^r  this  AaK  diio8t|jrv 
ImiI  it  woidd  <^eiateia  prbduee^a  rise  in  timt  wilfta  to 
cover  k;  and  aa  the  objeit  of  it  13  expre$9ty  to  relief 
theaa  frem  distress,  and  make  a  |N99^4fflQn  Gft  them,  in 
fM  Bge^  k  would  {ndbaUy  soon  cease  to  hav^  the  unpo^ 
pukrity  of  a  tas.  The  middle  and  hif^  r^s,  by 
getting  rid  of  the  payments  fim*  poor's  xat^^  wouM9:i(  is 
likely^be  diqaosed  to  oositnbttte  more  than  la^  required^ 
and  except  in  the  cases  of  f&cy  imoomm<Hi  misfiMtuaes^ 
they  would  he^^fx  draw  aiqp  thing  fiom  the  fund  pUfm 
savings  aridng  fioom  this  would  go  in  md  of  the  geaei^ 
contributions;  and=  a  per  ^eotag^  mi^t  be  takfi^  on 
'the  amount  of  the.  vhole^  to  form  an.  acqumul#tiifg 
-  fiiild,  to  meet  particular  exigencies  arisi^g.fiom  seasons 
^\  ricknesa,  or  of  acarcity  re^I  or  pret^ded.  4^  the. 
FF  2 
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titles  of  amtributson  ongbt  to  be  so  ^akidated^  as  tflwayi 
to^leaire  a  bolanee  in  the  ofice,  ths  int^reet  ariaa^fkni 
this  n^^  ^  to  the  aome  fimd  for  the  saflFie  prnpowi^ 
And  should  the  amount  be  ibund  inadequate  to  stij^fy 
tfaf  demaads  w  years  c^  extreme  distress,  a  per  oemage 
gn  the  43onlrHbutv»M  must  be  imposed  Ar  the  titae^ 

.  The  disbursements  -would  be  for  the  same  purposes^ 
i|0  at  presmt^  to  mxpfky  the  poor,  when  udc  and  tiniMie 
to  work,  or  when  they  cannot  earn  a  soflEhaent  lvfc& 
iiood  .  But  tins  fimd  shonid  be  locked  on  alio  as  gki^ 
the  poor  on  ^q^ioituuty  of  laying  up  som^iiag  fer  o^ 
9gs.  Some  of  our  economists  and  justices  seem  to  cal^ 
fukte  the  Itfe  of  the  poor,  as  that  of  beasts  of  buidenc 
'While  a  man  is  aUe  to  work  at  all,  he  ought,  aoeot^fing 
40  Ih^n,  to  be  forced  to  mseric.  'I^ose,  who  mak^^tfa^ 
liappinesB  of  mm  the  standard  of  what  :1s  right  and 
irtong,  win  fed  disgusted  at  tbis^  and  calodate  in  a  verf 
di&fent  manner.  At  seventy,  every  man  should' be 
^titled  t0^  pension  tar  life^  aooording  to  the  rftte  of  hi» 
vontinbution  ^  and  it  should  be  Mi  entirely  to  his  dwft 
thoke,  whether  he  worked  any  kn^er^  To  see  a  poor 
^d  man  ahnost  bent  donUe^  with  his  knees  failing  iiat, 
-fiured  by  necesfflty  to  drudge  hke  the  youngest^  is  a 
most  pitiabfe  spectacle.  If  die  old  man  prefer  working 
a  htlley  he  elboukl  enjoy  his  own  ecoihings  in  addition, 
but  he  ought  to  have  enough  to  Bfe  on,  acooiding  to 
lus  usual  style,  independentty  of  w(»*king<  There  would 
be  nothing  disgraceful,  or  degrading,  in  this  peiwbto,  as 
in  the  weekly  pttanoe  at  present  Far  item  this,  it 
would  be  honourable.  It  is  his  own  property,  as  arising 
from  the  contributions  out  of  his  own  eannngs  during  a. 
long,  laborious  and  useful  Ufe.  ^       * 

This  scheme  would  tend  to  increase  both  the'  popu- 
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ktiim  alkl  weidth  of  the  country.  These  bid  penaoners, 
by  retirijig,  would  leave  a  vacancy,  which  would  create 
a  deoEumd  for  new  bands  to  fill  it  up.  Tliey  woaM, 
however,  at  the  same  tbae  remain  customers  to  the 
various  classes.as  before. 

On  this  jkxHfs  Bmd  might  be  ingrafted  sdiemes  fbr 
pensioQii^  widows  and  orphans.  The  middle  land  othet 
lanks  tingjal  draw  an  annual  sum  from  it,  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  contriUiitions  of  husbands  and  parents  fbi 
that  expresfl  purpose. . 

.  The  friendly  or  benefit  socie&s,  which  have  been  of 
so  much  use  to  tha.working  classes  and  are  entitled  t# 
all  eneouT^g&BoeaiAf  must  be  exempted  from  the  contrt^ 
butkms*  The  members  belonging  to  these  in  this 
island  amount  to  several  hundred  thousands  ^.  This  will 
occasion  a  considerable  dimmution  in  the  income,  but 
so  will  it  proportionally  in  the  expenditure.  Every 
member,  on  producing  a  certificate  from  a  society,  that 
he  is  an  efficient  member,  should  be  exempted  ftom  the 
tax  imposed  by  the  ^gislature,  unless  he  shii^l  <;hoo8e 
voluntarily  to  pay  it,  in  order  to  enjoy  th^  advantages 
resulting  from  contributing.  It  might  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  l^slature,  whether  a  person  should 
be  excpnpt  from  the  legal  contribution,  on  becoming  a 
member  after  the  establishment  of  this  national  scheme. 
It  wonld  perhiEtps  be  better  not  to  exempt  him,  but  ta 
leave  every  one  the  choice  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of 
the  other  pbufi  also. 

On  this  scheme,  all  that  vexatious  bu^ess  arising" 
irom  settlement,  i^d  att  the  inconveniencies  of  removing 

♦  The  number  is  greatly  increased  since  this  was  written^ 
It  is  slated  that  one  twelfth  of  our  reudent  population  now 
^longs  to  these  societies.  .         . 
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the  poor  td  thnr  pkridies,  might  be  avoided.  HM 
person  daiming  ooald  be  paid  by  the  diitrict,  in  whitM 
he  is  rettdent  for  the  time,  accorfing  to  the  rate  of  tha 
aoatributioDS  for  wbkh  he  should  poduoe  rooeiptt*  Ite 
metropolitan  or  central  office  might  ailerwards  dcJMw 
mme  what  proportion  airy  strict  should  have  to  ^y, 
ttftd  order  it  to  be  paid.  If  indeed  k  wane  judged  better^ 
that  all  the  districts  diould  tnmsmit  their  contributioni 
to  the  central  office,  aiid  draw  for  the  amount  dl  thcit 
weekly  disbursements,  or  strike  a  weekly  balance  add 
transmit  it  when  the  income  exceeds  the  expenditure,  it 
afould  be  immaterial  what  office  the  pel-son  paidhii 
cbntributions  to,  or  6rom  whidi  he  drew  out,  what  ha 
was  entitled  to  receire. 


No.  III. 

4 

Foundling  Esteblishm&ats^  or  HospUals. 

AIuch  has  been  said  of  late  by  some  against  bospita]%' 
pr  receptacles  {€>r  foundlings.  This  arises  naturally  ou); 
c(  the  antipopulation  theory. 

If  population  could  increase .  too  rapdly,  sudl.iwUf. 
tutions  are  hurtful,  for  their  influence^  as  £^  .a^  iti 
.extends,  operates  towards  that  increase.  But  the  mfpif. 
nynd  the  inorease  o{  pcqpulation,  the  more  doei|  .% 
country  flouri^,  and  the  richer  it  becomes^  Xhesti 
receptacles,  even  m  this  point  of  view,  are,  therc^for% 
usefuL  They  are  to  be  conodered  ^  •^•tjpg  the. 
(Country  in  its  prugfet>a  in  wealth  and  the  meana  <^ 
happness.     *  .     .       ..  i 

But  wUle  tbey  are  advantpgeoua  to  a  nutiptt  m  Ihjfj^ 
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pojort^of  view,  they  are  warrant^  by  ft  stUl  nobler  prin- 
lipje^  humamty.  No  object  can  be  more  fauoEiane,  or 
mofXi  vo^hS.  ^^  ^^  atteutjon  c^  th^good,  thaip  tp  pro* 
tect  hdple§i  iiif^Dt^,  ftbaodon^d  ei^?r  fiotq  misery  <« 
or  inm  dwiUdift  by.  th^ir  natuirf  protectoia?,  mi  left  tcl 
perUb- 

To  th^r^  ^QCQu^  ^^^n  4i?po9e^  to  sacrifice  f^dinSg 
9M  eyery-tinx^j^f  which  appe^ars  tp  stiind  i»  the 
w#y  pf  it*'  I  The  i^irtuou^  and  prfHJtical  sUtiad^an  ^il} 
allow  no  theoretiqft)  upigina^QQ?  t^  lohft^  Mm  ift  tb« 
priu:tice  of.  bju^^ai^  and  jwU^^olif rp.  The  imporfec- 
^9j9f  hiuTiw  nature  j^y^  vi^  ^  hm^j  ^vib  iB  ly^Piety^ 
vhich  can  i^eith^r  be  completely  pi^^ntiKl  n^r  <lir«d. 
W^  aye  to  takie  men  ^  w^  %1  tbei^  wd  t9  ,«pf)ly 
tb^  b^  r^xaedji/esy  ^^  can  to  tbe  ^Qfctf  g{  ijbeir  »b(W^ 
|3»»io»?.         . 

There  «s  Q<)itaiiAff(iiction.4;>f.|lie  heart  of  inM  moM 
strong,  than  that  of  the  Ipve  of  our  offiqpriiig,  p^ift^Ili^ 
wbilpiAese.ar^,y^jr.j9HSf&  apA.owmot.^iti^  irilfcout 
piroteQtioQ.  This  is  eminently  tr^e  wh^n  a|^)i^  tp  th9 
fyfa9^  Vhepe  fu*e  wretches,  H^  grwt^»  who  ^e  ^ii)| 
^  low  in  ooriiap^n  and  crmoina^j,.  that  they  hwf9 
flp^rp^y  any.  thing  hum^  left  batth^finHn.  Wilh^uch 
#^>flpti«|^,i|(»thiiK  buttle  fQr«t 

§,  xwAiifif  ta*abiMu)on  }mt  io&ot  child.  We  hi^v#  ^ 
l^4»i,wiltb  vJt^  fiw«  parent  dipg  to  tboB)  cbildr^  ev^A 
p^  the  most  ii^ncom^rtatii?  and  liopoless  ciixsupif 
00fHxs:  mi  noi.in  the  wt^QW  cUm  P%  iwWi^r.  T4# 
HVth  iBy  itb^'childreiib  ev^  in  the  p^  &rlo9»  Qosi^ 
|IMitea4  of  hfiig  fcl^  by  4b«r  paifpts  n^  oii^  evils  mm 
fmnia^^tr  own,  thp|^  fb^msdMsniay  «py  und^^Wl 
iip9  ao,  w^  IP  if^tj  the  priwp^l  source  4rf  v4|a|  bafH 
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Bympathy,  and  evoi  the  poignant  solidtudes,  uttdi 
tliey  rouse  in  the  parentdi  boscm,  Teod&  exiatam  atai 
worth  the  labour  of  struggling  to  keep  attlid  Mk'd 
dark^ad  hop^e^  mass  of  surrounding  ^Is.  It')9iay 
belaid  ^b^^  ias  a  niaxin  Grandad  on  ex^xiiene^ 
a  mother  abandons  her  infarU  chUd^  it  9»u8t  be  tUkgr 
J^om  the  extreme  of  vu^y  or  the  ex§rtme  qf^^dtertf.* 

In  proof  of  thb,  alter  all  the  parade  and  fexaggera*- 
tion  c^our  antipopulationists on  the  8dlj|ect,  the  nuknter 
of  foundhi^  in  atiy  eoontry  is  but  tiiflingl 

The  object  of  a  foundfiog  eslaUiahment  is  to  proviSi 
thife  necessary  prcitfeetion  for  tiioa^  un^Mtunate  children 
that  have  been  abandoned  by  their  natural  protectors, 
Hffaether  from  misery  or  fi^om  criaunality.  Cajn  ^Aere 
be  any  meaanre  mcire  ajgteeri)le  to  our  natural  idkas 
and  fedlbgs,  than  for  aodety  to  prepaid  protectibD  ibr 
mieh  helpWss  httfe  creatures  so  abaiidoned?  E^^head 
ibiid  einery  heart  reply  at  once  instincttvely,  No.  *  y^ 
-  '^  ^t  such  institu^^  it  has  bean  said,  tend  tcr  ei^ 
fcmrage  illicit  oonne^uons,  and  to  induce  married  uaiCheit 
10^  escape  the  trouble  of  briDgin|r  up  didr  children  liy 
abandoning  them  to  the  care  of  die  pul^.  ''** 

If  the  miseries  attending  upon  iUicit  amours,  aod-flie 
jdmost  absoktte  certmty  of  detection,  he  not  sttfllleittAld 
det^  females,  who  have  all  a  keen  perioeption  of  €dtoi> 
^luenoes  in  «udi  eases,  the  hope  of  escaj^ng  Aaam  hf 
abandoning  the  firidt  of  their  unlawftd  comieAtts,  ikQI 
4nf0tbe  wanted  io  make  them  imprudent  The  miseries 
-atid.^ontHrs  of  criminal  pnegnancy,«tid  the  dread  ef  shantt 
jmi  exposure,  are  but  too  apt  to  make  the  despaitii^ 
lemal^  dilnk  of  gettteg  rid  of  her  distresses  %f  eilihrt 
destlroyiBg  or  expodi^.the  child.  And  if  either  duStt 
^st^be-mnde,  who  wm  hot  ifflow  <he  latlei' l^%l  jm; 
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ferd^?  I  have  no  doubt,  but  w^e  foundling  esta- 
blishments more  within  die  reach  of  these  unfortunate 
females,  duM-murder  would  be  less  common.  * 

■  As  to  the  objection,  thkt  such  estabhshments  have  h 
tendency  to  induce  manied  mothers  to  abandon  their 
fJbSMpen^'  I  have  to  repeat,  that  sudi  is  the  force  of 
nature,  no  motlver  will  abandon  her  infant,  Irho  is  not 
driven  to  the  unnatural  act  by  d^e  most  severe  necessity. 
Or^  if  there  "be  any  mothtr,  who  would  voluntarily  for- 
sake her  child,  ^e  would  get  rid  of  it  in  a  summary 
manner,  were  ^Lpdsing  it  not  in  her  power. 

But  let  it  be  supposed,  tha^  it 'is  chiefly  worthless 
parents,  who  abandon  theit  children,  this  is  an'aditt- 
*ttcMi8l  ilr^ment  in  &vour  of  foundfing  rleceptacles.    Tlie 
daMren  of  sudh  parents  Woidd  be  bted  up  mmid  etery 
i|ie<»es  i^  viee  a^  crime.    They  teould  pror^  the  pi»tii 
of  dbeiety,  and  most  probaUy  would  dose 'di«i*yetesfc- 
able  lives  as  folons.     But  in  these  redepftoclai  fhey  are 
tninM  up  in  tiie  hid>its  ofviitue,  abd  ^ted  for  bedcnpoi^ 
«tseful  n^embdts  of  sodety :  and  the  majority  of  th^m,  1 
brieve,  turn  out  what  thdt  education  fits  them  to  b#. 
Were  there  no  other  advantage  derived  frotit  stich  insti> 
t&dbns,  but  this  of  saving  a  coninderable  number  of 
(chMren  from  crimes,  and  making  them  useful  instead 
■of  injatibus  td  the  conununity,  they  wotdd  be  worthy  of 
all  encouragement.     It  is  td  be  regretted,  that  they  iitfc 
not  niore  common  than  they  are  mih  u^.     But  ^imiUr 
institutions,   under   difPerent    names,*  as  hospitals  for 
orphans,  &c.  do  exist  m  most  districts,  equally  to  the 
•fcredit  and' the  advantage  of  the  country.    Our  woflU 
'houses  also  are  had  recourse  to  }n  cases  of  exposur^ 
^dkough  by  no  means  particularly  fit  for  the  purpose; 
*'•"  It  ii^rged,  that  such  institutiians  are  expeDvr^. 
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This,  however,  does  iK)t  affect  tharjMiQciples  And  what 

though  they  be?  The  es^pense  is  well  laid  out  And  this 

expense,  as  in  the  case  of  all  anular  iostitutkinsy  tend^ 

to  increafie  the  wealth  of  the  countrj.     If  we  ar^  to  take 

tfaia  ipto  oonwtoratiwg  the  aigument  ia  itiU  Aipop  their 

•§ide.    A  loundliqg  estaUi^ment  pcovoi  aa  iidditiourf 

ioiirce  o€  employment  to  the  merhanicg  in  ^ectii^  an^ 

repairing  the  offices  connected  with  it:  and  in  the  mv 

pagement  of  it   lucrative  employment   h   aflbrded  tp 

several  persons,  and  a  comfortable  subsisCcooe  to  others. 

These  become  #11  addifiomj  fnrtntners  to  the  ^rukivatoib 

jpaoufiKturer,  be  It  is  to  he  looked  an  in  a  simihur  light 

9^mmv9peM$ci  cigculand,  thpu|^  but  smaSl  in  iM^ 

jwmmt,  whidi  yielda  ylditiyial  wdi  {irofigiible  fpipkiji^ 

imot  toAceftfon  nnmber,  av4  tbm  t«da  to  iocwn^ 

Ihe  stun  U4«l  of  the  profit^Me  arculapd  of  the,  pwaiKj^ 

fart  of  the  fiipdA,  in  genen^y  ift  derived  fippin  tb^ 

4M^luntary  eqmributioo  of  wealthy  persons  of  a  bcwvok^t 

^caat  of  mind.    Af^d  the  mani^ment  of  such  institutiofis 

^^;es  these  excellent  people  employment  of  n  sort  vioft 

agreeable  to  th«i>,  and  which  exenaaes  the  h^  Hne^ngi 

jot  our  nature. 

%  In  s^ft  whatever  antipopulationists  may  pi«toi4> 
^ibese  instUutions  are  entitled  to  every  en^ourageawit, 
«nd  they  rank  high  among  those,  which  tend  tfi  correct 
jthe  evil  effiects  of  the  aberrations  of  human  agents.  To 
^Recapitulate :  they  add  to  population;  they  s»ye  many 
Jpafants,  who  would  probably  otherwise  be  destroyed. 
Shej  make  useful  and  happy  members  of  society  of  p 
jpcai  number,  who  would  prove  equally  injurious  tp 
1^  happiness  of  the  community  and  to  their  own.  And 
to  a^  to  ihese  advantagjes  resultbg  from  their  naturn^ 
f^Gct,  U\ey  give  prc^ubJle  emplpyment  or  ft  ^c^oftaM^ 
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oompeteiice  to  tfa&  pefffote  engaged  in  (tie  ttumagenieiittf 
tbem ;,  they  inore^e  tbe  demand  for  the  articles  of  the 
cultivator,  mechanic  nod  others ;  and  thej  yi^Id  a  bene* 
yolent  kind  of  businesB  to  soihe  cif  the  ridi. 


:*=5mT 


No,  IV, 

A  netb.  or  modem  Crusade.  . 

ShonM  cerkktn  noi  improbably  events  ioJte  place  m 

TurJfBtff  CJ^fi^9H4mii/%w^^  ^  oa^ipkeB  ofBifiikAn. 

;   and  aided  by  British  cyoifizc^^  trill  Jind  it.d  feit 

'   digicuU  ia^  to  eMend  Tief  be^olmi  swa^  ^^'^"^^^^ 

ihe'unreasoninff  bigot^jjfihe  Bast.'    P,  Itf'^v  f\ 

SixP?osE  the  ^n|i(  of  oi^  lof  the  moft  dis^n^died  :>aiid  , 
enthusiastic  crusaders  of  the  twelfth  century^  roused  ^isgr 
^  fame  pf  tb^  isfz^  Christio^  fiBOgue^  wene^to  i^urn 
ta  eartbi  4?i4  m^ke Jt^^  {qqpe^ance  smong'the  -royal' 
lei^guers  apd  Qtl>e]^/ai.  die  ^oftigjt^ts^  about  to  take  plaoe 
^  till.  I  ■  ^.  to  $ettle  ^Swr%  what  would  Hx«iQr'to^ the 
aeton^bed  auditor*  ?  ,•  ,1 

But^  ghosts,  as  H  »  weU  knp^vo,  usually  speakin  A 
mygterious  a  way,  imd  that  too  in  90  laconic. and  eveA 
iponosyllabic  a  style,  that  it  is  difficult  to  ^i^eeture  i 
priopri  what  thfy  would' say,  Besides,  they  are  too  apt. 
to  frighten  their  h^arewf  fpr  these  to  be  able  to  tttpndi 
.  with  due  composure.  .  ,    .,  \\ 

Suppose  then  this  venerable  spirit  were  to  eGlDcea(  ' 
^ta^^jtfa^  bosom  of  qne  of  tl^^.mo^t  liberal  of  tha 
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liolitidws  aasemlAed  there,  and  prompt  Urn  to  speak 
fot  it.  The  bigotry  of  the  old  warrior  Bjririt  would  be 
corrected  by  the  liberality  and  enlightened  views  of  our 
modem  politidan ;  while  the  mere  political  ideas  of  th^ 
latter  would  receive  a  taint  of  enthusiasm  for  the  righta 
of  Christendom,  and  he  would  fed  himself  animated 
with  an  unexpected  warmth  in  her  cause.  Under  such 
inspiration  he  could  not  maintain  silence  on  so  auspicious 
an  occasion,  great  as  his  auditors  were.  Emboldened  by 
Aeir  well-known  good  will  to  the  cause,  and  prompted 
by  the  frank,  cordial,  old  spirit  within,  he  would  address 
l3iem  with  the  honest  warmA,  freedcnn,  and  plainness  of 
times  long  past,  but  which  is  said  to  be  reckoned  very 
oH  fa^oned  by  modem  statesmen;  and  probably 
enough,  to  the  following  import.  His  royal  ^nd  minis- 
terial hearers  would  no  doubt  be  surprised  at  ^te^  and 
^iit  on  a  querying  look  as  to  what  this  might  mean :  yet 
they  might  listen  with  occanobal  approbation  to  the  in- 
ipited  if)eaker,  and  men  (ed  animated  by  his  oi^tioBr 
peiplBCtfflg  a  new  cru^e. 

Christendom,  would  he  begin,  is  now  fullj  poa-^ 
messed  of  the  power  to  assert  hinr  rights,  and  she  oaght 
to  assert  them.  Our  Chrisdlm  brethren,  d^raded  and 
fdffering  \mder  Mahometan  tyranny,  must  be^aapd  t6 
thdr  proper  place  again,  and  effectually  proCec^ 
There  Tiever  was  a  time  so  fitting  ft>r  this  great  jpurppse. 
Will  she  not  then  improve  it  ?  Millions  of  ftese  1m- 
diren  are  treated  Kke  slaves,  or  rather  like  beast^  in 
the  ootmtries  which  were  once  their  own,  and  ko  wludi 
diey  have  still  only  the  real  right  Should  this  be  so  ? 
Or  will  ye  longer  permit  it  ?  *.  • 

Irv' As  Christians,  we  must  ndt'go  to  war,  unless  from 
ne^ssitj^.    We  must  not  shed  bloody  unless  otheni/ifl^ 
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U8  to  it  The  men  of  Christendom  have  abo  of  late 
had  war  in  sufficient  abundance.  Yet  still  we  must 
protect  our  degraded  and  suffering  brethren.  Nor  must 
this  protection  be  a  grant  of  it  in  mere  words.  It  must 
be  effective. 

From  the  ine£ficient  unprotective  character  of  th# 
Turkish  government,  it  is  vain  to  expect  real  protectioft 
from  it,  or  at  least  only  for  a  short  season.  Its  members 
could  not  grant  security,  if  they  would.  It  can  only 
be  enforced  by  an  acknowledged  Christian  body  in  the 
atate,  formed  in  the  metropolis  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
justice  done,  and  obtaining  the  redress  of  wrongs;  and 
this  body  communicating  with  Christian  guardians  in 
every  district  of  the  empire,  and  supported  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  Christendom,  hut^fi)r  no  other  purpose  except 
ike  complete  protection  of  Christians.  Nothing  shcN't  oS 
this,  I  conceive,  will  accomplish  the  fair  and  honest 
purpose. 

If  the  Turkish  government  refuses  to  grant  the  fuli 
pirotection  of  Christians,  and  chooses  to  set  Christendom 
and  justice  at  ^kfiance,  it  must  take  the  consequences*. 
Need  it  be  told  what  these  are  likely  to  be?  Let  itv 
draw  the  sword,  and  fhe  scabbard  in  such  a  war 
must  be  thrown  away.  Were  it  so  fool-hardy,  it  would 
in  all  human  probability  rush  upon  destruction.  Mecetr 
would  find,  that  it  had  been  decreed  before  the  creation, 
that  a  Christian  emperor  was  agjun  to  enter  Constanti- 
iK>ple,  and  that  the  time  of  its  prophet^s  power  was  noiv. 
about  to  come.  '  ♦ 

The  great  bulwark  of  Mahometanism  is  the  Turkic* 
dynasty.  Were  this  to  expre,  the  detestable  impos(;are 
would  feel  the  destructive  effect,  through  a  considerably 
portion  of  its  vast  extent  of  sway.  -• 
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.  Tfae&ll<)f  <>malaBtiiiapl6,  or  ratho- Turkish  des- 
podfioa  (f(^  Cangtantinople  is  fallen  and  would  Hm 
again  bynhat  eteni),  be&ire  an  European  and  Chiistii^ 
g9¥^rBfaei]it,  wouM  giv^  a  death-blow  to  the  ArahiM 
imposture,  and  to  the  political  miseries  and  mcffal  encai 
joB!kie&  whic)^  have  spning  from  it*  Nothing  like  forc^ 
ja  moant  <wtt}i  teasped  to  the  nottooi  of  the  believers  in 
die  lAipoftia^*  ;Sttdli  a  ajrstem  could  noi  possibly  exist 
Aur  any  length  of  tkne  amid  the  dear  light  of  reaiooi 
<T^'  aWajr  ^e  influence  of  the  acyroitor  on  the  one 
Ju^d)  and  let  European  ^tilizadim,  aided  by  the  irr»- 
nstiUe  effects  W  the  increase  of  pc>pulation,  oome  inUi 
action  on  the  other;  and  dial  rdigion  ^ich  is  hostile 
to  every  thiiiig  that  is  manly,  that  is  free^  that  is  natural^ 
•would  ra|»dly  p^sh  of  its  ovn  barbarity'. 

And  h^i^  die  fiiends  of  cavilizatioa  and  liberty  natuh 

orally  lopk  to  the  aover^n  of  Busna.    The  Empevor 

Alexander  has  already  done  much  for  Europe  and  maq- 

kisid.*   But  there  y  ttiH  anotlier  glonbus  fiekl  before 

hiai,  on  which  no  less  i^  Idft  ibr  him  to  do  in  the  same 

l^orious  cause.     EffiactiTe  protection  to  the  Christiaiis 

of  the  Turkish  empire,  eith^  voluntarily  granted  or 

obtained  by  conquest,  is  to  be  achieved.     If  arms  are 

appealed  to,  and  victory'  should  decide  for  Christendom, 

whether  in  pcnnt  of  liberty,  learning,  civilizatiaD,  and 

even  wetdth,  the  oiratuming  of  the  late  nulitary  dea- 

pofism,  has  not  done  more  for  Europe,  than  the  OfVOi- 

^1lkKm   of   Turkish    despotism   would   do  for    Asia. 

He  who  nuses  the  cross  in  the  room  of  the  crescent  at 

Coiistahthlople,  would  ultitnately  be  hailed  the  second 

aainour  of  Asia  and  hdt  oppressed  millions. 

.*:  I  oonfesa  I  should  be  sanguine  with  respect  to  Ae 

event,  were  the  Turks  to  appeal  to  force  against  the  claifi 
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x>f  right.  Wkfa  the  content  at  the  great  European  stitted, 
and  could  they  refu^  their  consent  in  snch  a  caused  the 
recapture  of  the  dty  of  Constantine,  cmce  the  deoond  if 
not  the  first  of  Christian  dtie%  would  be  the  easy  work 
of  one  or  two  campaigns  fot  the  warriors  of  Biissa. 
But  ike  whole  htnst  be  dcme  in  die  itrue  spirit  of  a  crU'* 
a^e  of  dvilization.  It  must  be  doni^  with  a  pure  and 
holy  iriew  to  tt^tore  to  the  fine  countries  I  speak  of,  the 
(tee  use  of  all  the  blessings  of  nature.  l*he]ciB  must  be 
BO  annexation  of  territory,  no  exhibition  dT  petty  am-' 
Intbn.  There  must  be  governments  estahlished  on  the 
principles  of  practical  freedom  and  sound  policy.  Ther 
governments  must  be  Christian ;  hut  tib^  nations  must^ 
be  governed  by  themselves.  ' 

The  noble-minded  Alexander,  the  thisme  of  praiscf 
of  every  friend  of  liberty  and  humanity  thfx>ughout 
Europe,  has  certainly  lost  some  of  his  hold  <m  the 
£ui*opean  mind,  and  somewhat  douded  Us  glory,  by  )n^ 
retmmng  the  sovereignty  of  the  much4njuTed  Poland. 
He  might  have  placed  a  member  of  his  own  house  at! 
the  head  of  the  constitution,  but  every  principle  of  jus^ 
tice  and  of  sound  policy  required  that  the  government 
ahould  be  separate  and  independent. 

Here  our  inspired  poUtician  would  perceive,  tliat  hi$ 
ardent  love  for  justice  had  carried  him  upon  tender 
ground.  Having  given  an  honest  opinion,  he  would 
leave  its  influence  to  cerate,  and  turn  to  anc/ther  topic. 
He  would  see  evident  sympton»  of  his  having  toctbed 
jealouines.  But  he  would  expect  more  from  one  gti^t 
power  (who  bordered  on  {he  enemy),  aid^  by  the  gt^ 
wishes  of  the  others,  than  from  a  combination  of  mat^. 
ff  a  ctutode  was  necessary,  he  would  considec  it  m(ai 
Ekelyto.be  elective,  were  the  Aussian  warriors.  Urht 
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the.  chief  crusader^  with  theii:  pbUantlwQiMC  sqver^^ 
at  tbeir  head-  His.  object  would  be  now  to  allay  the 
jealous,  doubts  and  fears.  , 

Hussia,  it  will  be  said,  is  alreac^y  too  powerful.  Her 
power  is  unquestionably  very  gr^at;  but  she  b  cotem- 
pprar^  with  states  possessing  alsp^vast  power.  If  b^ 
population,  wealth,  sdence  and  strength  be  inq-eased, 
so  are  those  of  all  her  neighbours.  Her  territory  is 
infinitely  too  large  for  its  peculation  ever  to  beccone 
fully  and  nationally  effective.  As  soqo  as  Siberia  b^ns 
to  thicken  in  populaticx^  aoc9rding  to  the  results  of  the 
arrangconents  of  n^un^  th^  is  every  pjrobability,  that 
a  division  wist  tfl^ej^ce.  Thet^cmtin^ntal  states  are 
becoming  better  organized^  ^  They  are  als9  now  fully 
aware  of  what  is  required  of  Uiem,  and  of  what  they 
can  do  by  a  junction  ^gainst  any  pyerbearing  neigh- 
bour. The  histojiy  of  the  colossal  power  of  France 
under  Bonaparte  has  tai^t  them  all  a  lesson,  which  will 
ngt  soon  be  forgotten  eijther  on  the  idde  of  the  greats 
or  of  the  smaller  states. .  Besides,  in  Christian  eff»itive 
governments  formed  in  the  new  divisions  of  Europe  and 
Asia,  Russia  would  find  useful  neighbours,  wh^  she  was 
disposed  to  be  quiets  but  strong  antagonists,  if  she  chose 
to  encroach  or  dictate. 

Russia^  it  may  also  be  said,  is  not  free,  ,and, 
therefore,  cannot  well  ^ve  freedom  to  Turkey.  But 
though  the  Russian  government  be  in  form  despotic,  it 
IS  Christian,  and  its  agents  are  evidently  actuated  by 
some  of  the  best  and  most  liberal  principles  of  the 
r^resentative  form.  What  we  should  want  in  Turkey, 
if  the  case  come  to  the  decision  of  arms,  would  be  to 
overthrow  a  dynasty  and  government  founded  upon  a 
t^^fpon  hostile  to  liberty,  civilization,  and  every  spedes 
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of  mental  iiaplt)ir«m«if.  Onibe  ad  A»  cffeott  of  Oie 
increase  of  populatiofti  lAitk  "tmdiA  ftsdik  from  that 
event)  ancA  bjs  pliifadidini|nc.  frfgi^n  and  EUnt^wan 
iMIizlrtaon^ifDoId  uWinMCiljdo  dl  Oe  rttT. 

Here  tte  pbfidaal  }ilf^diltetiodft  of  oi^ 
he  mnUd  Aiel  the  warrior  tfint  iHthin  ptdmplbig  hiik  to 
gt>  cm^  woidd  urge  him  to  kbjp  in  fan  tateet.  H^  mutt 
aeiae  tUk  fiiie  6pik>rtteity  rf  ezUbitrng  hia  tabnt  ftr 
trefltng  «r  jaew^mdidiitig  state  to  the  pcNrarM  l^b* 
Jatora  bcfinre  hiuL. .  : 

if  tound  polkjrbe  attetidad  to,  wotOd  beadMao<i  tf 
dw  Taat  doaAdlis  of  ToxldBlLdeBpotiflm  into  rfjt  or  tigfai 
goyemnieiitB.  Of  tfaeia  the  couatiiea  so  dear  td  erety 
firiend  of  IHaratdte  kd  adence,  %n[i^  TdMiM  and 
^Sneaos)  the  two  kfter  toariJca  A^  cKtended> .  irbaia 
te'dbubtfUmtUee.  Bat  thnle  ibe  things  whkh  ^idd 
be  regukted  b^  dremfataneeBy  Ad  it  i4  itomdnl^y  Id 
gik  HMo  any  detdtt  heie*  Itk  onljr  istaidad  tcf  n^gest 
the  idea  of  a  enisade  for  the  dalHreranoa  of  soma  of 
die  £bc8t  and  mobt  intdrestit^  rajpoi^  of  Ibaij^ 
dieyokeaf  araoBTwf  iBrretemtetaorbilriaim.     * 

A  newfiolitieal  arrangeteeDt  of*  the  state  if  Ihe 
aoctbem  coast  of  Afriia,  or  Barbarj,  wouU  turn  ^pnt 
of  the  dkjoet  of  so«ii  a  cruiade.  All  atteiMpts  to  vevdtf 
the  fanatical  rofibais  of  Algicvs,  iti  pardoufait,  good 
neighboori,  will  prove  firuitless  mdess  Ire  nawwiaodtl 
their  pdidosl  oansdtiitiQii,  ahd  gtVe  Ihcm  a  Chrisliafi 
•fpivismment* 

Una  woald  be  aomaMiat  too  pc^licalftr^Ad  walniqr 
^arit  mdiiAiwhowouU  low  bete  a IbuM df  ealhaiiawai 
to  asjsert  the  rights  of  injured  Christendom,  and  fer  di^ 
'     :."•.   •  -a  a  .    -        .   '  '  -iit'V 
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prove  tbe  pretehnbin  of  :1i^  Mahometan  foes  to.  tit 
t^ons,  whix^  tfaey1lad'oolMi4bered.> 
f'  But  suppose/wDiddoiiritMdrUieiipifocU^ 
bj  his  insptrer's  enthiitiasn^  thiibi^'iiUe  was  oiat,  that 
die  choice  was  madte,  thattUe  Turks  hiid  daOsmmied  on 
putting  aQ  to  hazard,  by  proYobiaig^  a  mw  craaade^  aod 
that  the  philanthropic  friend  df  'Europe  wii».  about  to 
vend  on  his  warrior  mtsad^rs^'wfao  had  aheady  fought 
•fib  wen  and  60  suedeffifuUj  fori'  (herindepeadenbe  t)f 
Christendom  against  mi&tary  despotism;  tlfriittttnatiitg, 
kn  the  purity  of  his  heori,  cto  the  grimt  work,  wiudi  he 
had  iindertabin^ ' he'^peredpid  Hny  appeinanee  «^  a 
shadow  of  ^otibt  ooncermng  tihb  jdMke  of  the  ^nterinriae, 
I  would  address  hint  to  I  noi^  addriM^u  alL  thur:  > 

Hie  Tufks  have  chosen'  to  inake  the  appi^  to  ama 
Qe  it  so^  we  decept  Ae  kpp&l.  And  we  will  prosecirtfe 
it  €SL  justice  gives  the  full  tfwaird.  We  witt  not  shrink 
till  we  have  fiilhr  mtisfied  the  wkliBS  of  thfe  good;  r 

^Ad^httteair^be  tirgedtagikkBt!  Hm^  objIeotofitlBS 
new  ttu'swk  to  improve 'the  condition-  c^  mahkindf 
^Evi^  jpiind(ple<if  justke  and  of  sound  polfe^ 
and  enforces  it  11iat*l>artiarous^piiasty,  .the  Turkisfa, 
which  vefledts  -sudi  discredit  on  gov  torment,  on  religion, 
on  hUMsflli  nSMtirey  is  s61i^  raee  of  us^i^peia.  They  con- 
quered by  tfie  briite  force  cf  anas  countries,  whidi  did 
•not  belong  to  them  by  any  shadow  of  rights  drawn  eidite 
jGrom  iKage,  the  prineifde  df  inheritance^  or  the  good  of 
ttien.  And  Urthis  hour  by  brute'  force  they  keep'  pos- 
sesion of  these  countries  against  the  wishes  and  inte- 
rests  of  «the  dieseendants  of  the  abor^gfaial  inhabitants 
Whb'fem  still  by  far  the  greatest  porUon  of  the  popu- 
ktioa;  -     t    .        . 

Thpse  ftpropous  religionists  made  the  too  succes^ 
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■tenptmoitlar  t^exlorminiileClui^^  and  Chris- 
tendom, ftom  its  then  weakneWf  after  a  struggle  of 
eentitisel^  was  foioed  -  to  f^v9  wity.  But  did  die  Iom 
htr  right  fipQoi  being  ovevpowefed  by  fanatics  ?  Unques- 
AMMy  aoC  Those  illiterate  aivaders  have  by  force 
endeavoured  toext^miaate  her  rdigion,  which  had  been 
voluntarily  received  by  the  Nations  now  suffering  under 
tbar  faiMikiw.  Has  riie  not  still  the  right  of  taldqg 
ttp  arms  in  her  tunif  to  drive  out  these  same  barbarian 
iM^uders^  and  the  religion  ninch  they  foiced  upon 
these  i^ihajaptf ^  ihese  heivMy  o|ipiftmHcd  nations  ?  She 
aever  ahaiidoiied  the  right  She  never  can  lose  it  And 
die  may  resume  the  assertion  of  it,  whenever. she  poi» 
teases  the  power  of  aceomplishii^  her  just  and  benevolent 
purpose 

This  dynasty,  <m  the  other  hand,  has  never  done 
any"  tUng  to  softai  the  power  acquired  by  injustice  down 
into  a  privS^ve-  acquiesced  in,  and  togive  it  a..kind.  of 
equitable  Atandber^  the  sosUanee  of  a  ri^it  From 
th^UKMnent'  cif  didr  fotdble  iainirieii  they  haxre  op- 
inrefised  dkb  nativee  hy  diemost  savage  unrdenting, 
Mfid  tywmiay.  As  hit  m  their  gwvemmcnt  has  exr 
Wnded^*  by  aieansof  those  ui^vincipled  ruffians,  the 
Paflba^  whose  government  eonrists  in  oppression  and 
ptunderv  and  of  the  hosdes  of  petty  sobordinate  ruffians  by 
whom  i»  kcarried  ra,  they  have  rendend  every  district  a 
districtoffioliticai  and  social  misery.  The  scenes  of  the 
brightest  gioiy  c^  man  have  be»  turned  into  seoMis  of 
Ins  grossest  ignonuny  and  most  ocnuplete  degradation. 
Thrani^  the  wM#of  dieir  vast  enqpire  man  no  longer 
deserves  the  name.  Lawkas  injustice,  fimaticism,  and 
tyranny  characterize  their  acts  towards  these  oepqijiered 
tetioBSy.wtt0mthey))pBatJM.rdiuctRi^ilav)sSr.  Tbqrarei 
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Justice  and  •ouode9tpDfiq^ 

And,  aaiftoloMfiiqp'lbea^gkcrChMlVsii^ 

tfaoae  OQxiiiliMS,  Uifiift  igaccai  V  mA 
have  wver  adcBowlodgod  tW.QhlrifefiM^  >ilM«$'  8«Wll4 
tbeci  Un  ihis  houf ,  exoept  fag  odewikWal  pwr^Wt^  T^wf 
iMKFe  net  rigsto  ndbnimHori  ^poaxfj^mk  A  fiiim^  *¥|h 
teicauiBe  Hdth  tfiose  flMlet.  ..Witil.att  thfi^4»;^.  Wr 
kitered  barfaariaos  tioff^,  wuidf^  k  WfiMltl.  A(n»  la 
tnaiU;  tJheae  powen  cm  a  fnendlj  lootli^  SEIl^Jf  W) 
tkttf  Mi.rta%  and  in  £wii  <mfe4M4  vM«^«f%  ^^ 
vant  BO  cbnofixkni  vidi  nik  '^^)l<A^lhl^4iqpi9ti^ 
merely  by  the  sufferance  of  Christendom,  and  th^i  Bft^iant 
tadbranca  of  sbverji  wbidi  haa  baeA  pradiiMd  bjK/Cmelty 
and  lavhtt  fi)ice»  mumg  Him  «iqfortiwMa  W^^m^mm 
uiicm  thay  and  ^cir  iniffiiui  ^JBHIto  t|f»DWIit*. .  ..  . 
A  vtsv;  coniideiaU^  '|M«ti«i(.  of  ^.xltla^^  qi  ^ 

«JAb%  Alboninw,  Ck>pbls.aidk  oftlie«^.:.AJI'JJ^ 
4iaU  ^  Chruftiam  of  Eiiiofa  aft thak  br«4lM» imd4dir 
veiera.  Wilt .  ChriftaE^km  Ham  laufinr  Ao^'  vaal  anii 
fine  cQUfitii^  which  hava  been  tom  6oii<  i«r  pab  hf 
aherds  of  igncHsnt  sav^gea,  ki  Miiiaiii  atl^ 
.moat  harrihle  <^)fav8mi  ?  WiUdvat«dbrlwsm  B«line 
tabedegmded  and  bmlifiaiimd  ftw^fjagi  Sfom  mkiQK 
all  pcogreu;  in  ciYilizatiim  aad  aocial  h/^ppiyai^  wbek 
k  cnio^  ^MiBe  in  Ha  bri^btastf  f^ary^  ligrt  d&ffkaUkt  bii- 
•bAnan%  whaa  her  vrwakm  m  om  or  two.  ei^E^paigtls 
could  ieatai«  th^m  to  har^  and  give  .thair  niliiaaia  oBoe 
IBote  t)|e  psrivifegea  of  laeo  P 

Xa  thero  a  lotnd:  to  bainaa^^  .wiia  ^bta  mi.iB- 
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'«titt^t«ly  iridf  to  Mte  thk  htfppy  <iAt^dtiy»plie  takepkUKlt^ 
-Is  tbet^'A  ttkif  whd  h^M»  tf^^  i^  fh^  &  inftti  lA  Cfarid- 
'tieiiiMiri  wtA>  teiti  htii  y9iih  p&tittice  th^  id^  of  ^eh 

flic^  sltftiN^bf  those  jaihMcies^  thcM  doldietis  k  nodmg; 
hm  fte  iMiM;,  ^«(d 'fftifond^dbfe  611^  to  Adise  #1mi  emfdoy 
them,  lording  it  over  nations  once  the  most  illustiiuusoti 
earth  ?  I  speak  not  with  reference  to  reli^us  feelings : 
I  speak  as  a  member  of  the  community  of  Christendom :  I 
speak  as  a  mere  citizen  of  Europe.  The  infidel  himself 
cannot  doubt  or  demur  here.  Whether  Christianitj  be 
of  divine  authority  or  not,  we  have  seen,  since  it  was 
allowed  to  act  for  itself,  that  it  exalts  human  nature, 
and  promotes  civilization,  liberty,  and  science.  It  is 
another  term  for  rational  and  manly  reli^on  founded  on 
the  purest  morality.  It  is  calculated  to  make  men  what 
their  reason,  though  so  often  perverted,  fits  them  to  be, 
rational  agents,  men  in  reality. 

Would  any  sovereign  or  subject  who  now  hears  me 
allow  some  petty  mercantile  arrangements  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  happiness  destined  by  nature  to  so  many  of  her 
millions  whom  tyranny  has  made  miserable?  The  change 
would  be  infinitely  preferable  even  in  a  mercantile  point 
of  view.  The  trade  and  wealth  arising  from  these  mil* 
lions,  if  put  into  a  dtuation  to  allow  nature  and  popu- 
lation to  exert  themselves  in  their  own  way,  would 
receive  a  vast  increase.  But  we  must  view  the  subject 
more  widely  and  more  becoming  men.  Is  there  a  human 
being,  who  takes  any  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
neighbours,  or  in  the  progress  of  civilization,  who  would 
not  hail  with  rapture  the  overturning  of  a  despotism, 
which  has  for  so  many  centuries  counteracted  the  bene- 
volent  efforts  of  nature,  and  repressed  the  progress  of 
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lear0iflg»  of  Kborty,  of  commerce,  of  wealth,  tmtmg  so 
oonademUe  a  portion  of  our  race,  and  in  so  many inte- 
restii^  dUtricU  of  the  earth  ?  To  thee,  Alexander,  m 
particular,  the  fHends  of  Europe  and  of  Ara,  th^ 
finends  of  civilization,  cast  th^  eyes,  '  EffectiTe  pro- 
tection to  the  Christians  throughout  the  Tmrkidi  empira, 
or        ■ 
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640 

791 

9 

84 

6.35 

8 

CoinirtU 

160 

45 

304 

670 

667 

15 

88 

6.63 

19 

Camberland 

70 

46 

373 

68t 

801 

47 

46 

7.1 

88 

Dtrby 

166 

47 

888 

830 

784 

14 

87 

6.61 

18 

1>e?oii 

114 

31 

811 

600 

495 

33 

35 

8.5 

89 

Ponet 

96 

'38 

1^8 

630 

613 

38 

34 

18.8 

48 

Darham 

176 

46 

849 

660 

640 

11 

30 

8.8 

88 

Ettex 

151 

81 

187 

650 

96^ 

18 

18 

8.7 

31 

OWncMter 

800 

89 

190 

660 

940 

'7 

13 

9. 

88 

Htteford 

.95 

se 

818 

690 

436 

39 

88 

18.8 

'  A% 

Hdrtferd 

136 

89 

115 

610 

1084 

86 

9 

6.9 

81 

Huntliigdon 

1*8 

86 

189 

670 

844 

SO 

18 

8.1 

87 

Kent 

«19 

80 

116 

680 

1783 

6 

6 

4.8 

8 

Luicaster 

391 

39 

887 

710 

1841 

8 

4 

4.3 

8 

Leicefter 

169 

81 

168 

640 

885 

16 

19 

6.39 

16 

Lincoln 

74 

31 

.  164 

680 

434 

46 

39 

14.9 

46 

U\Mmtx 

89<9 

13 

48 

1090 

91.084 

1 

1 

6.8 

18 

Monmouth 

86 

40 

870 

680 

879. 

43 

40 

8. 

86 

Norfolk 

149 

38 

177 

600 

793 

«0 

83 

14.7 

45 

NorthAmptoo 

153 

83 

176 

660 

883 

17 

80 

13.7 

44 

Nmrtbnnbeitend 

80 

36 

150 

630 

468 

44 

36 

10.4 

80 

Nottingbon 

187 

86 

196 

660 

898 

8 

.    15 

.    6L81 

Ui 

Oiftir4 

146 

t7 

187 

660 

1086 

11 

1 

11^ 

40 

Entltnd 

too 

83 

184 

770 

660 

88 

89; 

681.6 

64 

Sriop 

Itl 

87 

ftl8 

610 

670 

81 

31 

6;i9 

X% 
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COJONTWS. 

ji 

1^! 

iit 

1-81 

3f 

If 

h 

_ 

Somerset 

*  170 

«1 

87 

4f- 

640 

1900'      H 

9 

4m 

35 

Southampton 

139 

93 

115 

670 

1093       97 

10 

jiM 

30 

Stafford 

115 

44 

967 

660 

766      89 

96 

4.1 

1 

Smllolk 

'16S 

86 

170 

550 

965       13 

16 

K9 

39 

Siiir^ 

ir 

91 

197 

680 

9699        S 

9 

4^ 

4 

SosKS 

1109 

94 

144 

600 

688 

H 

98 

5JI9 

7 

Warwick 

.  iiof. 

9^ 

194 

510 

960 

6 

11 

19^ 

60 

Westmordund 

'5t 

87 

345 

580 

185 

51 

46* 

9.5 

M 

WiHa 

136 

S% 

148 

550 

807 

96 

99 

91.9 

69 

WorceslfT 

179 

83 

163 

510 

991 

10 

14 

6.4 

17 

Tofk: 

' 

^Saft  Biding 

99 

4a 

909 

750 

W7 

96 

38 

-5. 

5 

Nortbl^ditg 

76 

Ab 

499 

;    660 

931     .45 

41 

57^ 

69 

Wi»tiUain|r 

t39 

a& 

99d 

i    639 

UV 

4; 

7 

W3 

19 

fTAf.^. 

Aja^\^0m 

185 

149 

676 

470 

135 

99 

47 

10.3 

37 

BrtcoB 

35 

7t 

^  390 

460 

69 

54 

49 

51 

5.1 

6 

CaeraMurtbfn 

66 

94 

566 

608 

109 

49 

6^ 

90 

CaomioTon 

88 

ISO 

798 

490 

.      79 

49. 

50 

6.5 

9 

CandisM 

^5 

164 

896 

490 

51 

60^ 

52 

5.9 

11 

]>eabii:b 

99 

78 

366 

6?0 

965 

47 

49 

v^- 

47 

flint 

146 

88 

465 

1970 

448 

9a 

37 

«.7 

10 

01nm<)iigan. 

90 

61 

849 

540 

991 

40, 

43 

7^ 

M 

Miri^ni^ 

44, 

137 

\%S 

660 

49 

59 

64 

90.8 

61 

Moiit^pmery 

63 

77 

693 

440 

96 

49 

49 

IW 

49 

Pinabrojjc 

89 

n 

827 

560 

998 

41 

44 

13. 

49 

Radnor. 

41 

68 

5?9 

460 

68 

53 

63 

7. 

99 

Fbqh  the  variations  in  the  estimated  extent  of  the  counties^  the 
interested  inoprrectness  in  the  returns  of  income,  and  other  rea8cii9, 
etriot  aiwufacQr  in  this  table  is  not  to  beiexpected.  There  is,  hgis- 
ever,  in  it  an  appraximation  to  iSu^  truth.  The  erron  prohabfy 
aompwluit  balance  one  anotber^  and  render  it  sufficiently  acaet  K> 
show  general  tegute.  ^ 
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Tln^iaftiettee  of  IfUf^g^  towns,  of  the  ne^dixiurliood 

of  tiw  iiieftropoS%  mad  of  lucrative  modes  ofewi^pLoymttity. 

mwidmL    Wfata  tlie  i«les  of  ix>pulaft]oa  axp  xiearcne 

«flOlbaiy  vinitioiis  in  tbooe  pointB  produce  cfxtatdenble 

diffeeenecs.     But  in  «11»  thewaddMBtigBficntiug  power  of 

tbaiMipme  rfpoyiilafifm  ia  disrincdjy  seen,  both  in  tbe 

fwupohfiipngof  the  fetumtaf  60/»  a  year  and  upwaords, 

and  o£9nOL  a  year  and  iqmards,  and  of  the  amount  of 

the  fonner  per  square  mEe.     In  the  extremes,  this  ia 

imtyiiliikiBg.    For  example,  the  returns  of  income  erf* 

6K.  and  upwards  in.  Middlesex,  are  1  in  IS;  in  Car^ 

digan,  I  iq  164:  of  the  rid),  in  the  former,  1  in  4S, 

wlMk  tbeinoomes  ajverage  10902. ;  in  the  latter  1  in  Sa% 

and  tfal  ineouKB.  vnlj  reach  an  average  of  4902L    The 

laatiopoIiklaTi  county  peaiessas^  ih  jaeomes  of  602.  and 

iqpwaKd%  91,0M2,  per  si}«Mft  mfle:  the  Wdch  coual^ 

enly  to  the  amount  of  SU.    The  populatian  of  the 

fbrmer  per  square  mile  was  to  that  of  the  latter  as  58  t(> 

1.    At  the  mte  of  512.  thb  would  jpve  for  JtfiddleMsi: 

9t706L  oviy  per  square  mile,  or  the  one  thirty-diird  part 

of  its  actual  inoome  of  the  gjiveit  period* 

I  ahfdl  only  notke  two  oounties  more  that  iiSat 
gireatly  in  ra^  «f  papidation,  Kent  and  Cumbedbad. 
In  d&e  former  Ihe  rttuvns  of  601*  and  upwacds  are  1  in. 
9Dz  iflthelattttr,  l'ui46:  ef  the  rich,  in  the  former,  1 
in  116,  and  Ae  iaeames  averaging  580/.;  in  the  latter, 
1  in  879,  and  the  inoomes  average  530/.  Kent  hadf 
in  inccmies  of  60iL  and  upwards,  1783/.  per  square  mile ; 
Cumberlaxid  301/.  The  population  of  the  former  per 
square  mile  is  about  three  times  the  amount  oi  the 
latter.  The  Cumberland  rate,  however,  would  give 
for  Kent  only  60S/.  per  square  mile  instead  of  17882^ 
or  littfe  mora  than  the  one  third . 
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The  rate  c^  incivase  of.  numbers  in  the  dtfSbf^iC 
counties  from  1801  to  1811  shows  dearly,  that  this-  i» 
not  regulated  by  their  state  with  respect  to  the  qpmxmmm 
of  indigencftis  subdstence.  In  fact,  in  several  ca^Ks,  the 
increase  is  in  an  inverse  ratio.  The  population  c^^KHne 
counties  which  produce  most  subsistenee  in  eompttisoa 
whh  their  inhabitants,  accumulated  slowest,  and  vi^ 
venL  The  increase  or  Cioewmuiaiwn  is  evidentiy  regu^ 
kUed  by  the  quantum  ofemphymeui  or  the  demand. 

The  aimmal  increase  of  the  income  of  Grreat  Britain, 
as  shown  by  the  income-tax,  proves  decisively  die 
wealth-augmenting  power  of  the  increase  of  population. 
From  1801  to  1811,  her  numbers  advanced  rather  more 
than  one  seventh  or  about  14  per  cent ;  but  her  income, 
during  the  same  period,  roee  nearly  a  half,  or  50  per 
cent.  Her  income  kept  increanng  in  the  same  greater 
ratio  than  her  population  up  to  the  dose  of  the  war. 
The  income  of  North  Britain,  indeed,  between  1801 
and  1815,  as  Aown  by  the  property-tax,  seems  to  have 
been  trebled ;  but  part  of  this  exti'aiMrdinary  increase  in 
the  amount  of  the  itos,  may  be  attributed  to  the  more, 
eflbctive  modes  of  collecting  ic  At  the  close-of  the  war, 
the  income  of  Britain  had  ris^i,  once  ks  c(HSiBien«^mciit 
in  1793,  from  13/.  to  ^L  per  individual,  or  70  per 
cent ;  while  her  population  had  increased  only  about  96 
per  cent  or,  compared  with  the  increase  of  her  income, 
Bttle  more  than  at  a  rate  of  1  to  8. 

'  The  annihilation  of  the  immense  amount  of  em* 
ployment  created  by  the  war,  lowered  the  income  of  the 
nation  at  least  16  per  cent,  that  is,  about  50  millions, 
or  to  less  than  9,01.  per  individual,  and  reduced  the 
country  to  almost  universal  distress.  The  temporary 
redundancy  of  our  population,  produced  by  that  event, 
is,  however,  gradually  giving  way  before  the  power  of 
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ealaijpog  the  atenige  amount  of  employmeiit  or  die 
demand,  which  is  found  to  be  unifiNrmly  possessed  by 
th^  inofease  of  numbars.  The  daily  addition  to  our 
people^  fiir  tnm  operating  to  continue  the  stagnation,  ia 
augmenAig  our  ttopkyment  and  income  again  vei^ 
pa^pld^jr.  Ttie  bttor,  it  is  likely,  has  ahnfiftdy  risen  to 
about  31/.  per  individual.  And  if  our  pc^^ation  sdll 
keep  increasing  at  the  same  rate,  the  nation  will  reac^ 
the  amount  of  employment  and  inonne  from  which  it 
fell  at  the  elose  of  the  war,  there  is  every  reason'  to 
think,  m  1830. 


No.  VI. 


Four  Essays  on  the  Effects  of  average  high 
and  low  Prices  *. 

The  higher  prke  inchdee^  in  iruAy  is  made  up  cf  the 
addUUmal  chargu  of  eireukUors  Jbr  living  better'; 
emd  it  may  he  said  to  r^reseni  the  more  expensive 
stjjfle  qf  tiving  in  a  coiifi^.«— Happiness  of  States, 
p.  146. 

^^  A  THOKOUSH  knowledge  of  price  is  necessary  to 
understand  many  of  the  most  important  operatiops  in 
the  production  of  wealth,  and  to  calculate  the  effects  of 
all :  in  short,  to  making  any  sure  progress  in  the 
science  of  statistics.  Crude  and  confused  notions  about 
it,  have  betrayed  politicians  into  the  most  gross  errors, 

♦  These  Essays  were  written  In  the  spring  of  iZt6,  and  first 
puliHshed  (but  in  another  forni)  in  the  Farmer^s  Magazine  for 
JMay  and  August  of  that  memorable  year.  P.  aoi  and  a; 7.    , 
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imd  led  them  to  ooocloffldiis  thM  #gre  kfc  dhMi;C  <JB»wi ' 
tipn to  the  rqalresoltA  of  naturev^     • 

There  is  not,  peAapa^  a  nmre  Bafvetgfa»^|lili|yidlii 
amottginapidnd,  than  the  notiaii/thftt  a  Itmp^  ^§mtl 
it>  enrich  a  cowUry;  and^  of  ^jdwse,  that  ^  kHM* 
prides  fall,  the  varioas  elasMs  wifi  beMMtf -More  -iiiMdtly|ik 
This,  however,  is  diretitly  conttttiy  licvftdla^'  afeid  mee^ 
aarily  must  erer  be  sa  Ye^  tfieugh  all  our  ekmsoi^ 
except  that  of  aimmtants  with  Hxei  kioDtne^  ttM^  fti 
present  (in  1816),  aetaalij  suffering  frqm  Ae  ttvA*^ 
the  opposite  doctrine,  the  great  body  wiD  Mt'open  lfeni# 
eyes  to  what  is  brought  home  to  their  podcets.  They 
persevere  in  their  prejudices,  and  use  them  for  the  bastv 
of  the  most  illiberal,  and  indeed,  absurd,  aocusslians 
against  our  various  classes  ttaii  in  thdr  turn.  The 
i^cultural  body  happen*  (e  be  particularly  assailed  at 
present,  though  it  be  suffering  with  pecuUar  sevmty 
from  the  effects  of  a  too  low  price. 

To  attempt  to  teodk  tbe  truth  on  thb  fub^scifi.latai 
wwU  aware,  stnoige  as  it^may  seem,.  i»«pitt|Kis»  Marly 
Quixotic  with  respeel  ti^  ^  great  miss  c£  thm-hmfet 
tanksw  Neither  reasemqg  noviaatSy  hfmfy  nffi  cotaove 
prejudices  so  deeply  rooted  among  these.  ^Oliere  ave 
many,  however,  of  all  clas^s^  and  these  are  the  most 
liberal,  upon  whom  neither  facts  nor  reasoning  wUl  be 
lost 

The  popular  notion  animadverted  upon,  arises^  like 
other  similar  fancies,  from  a  partial  view  of  the  subject 
>These  people  look  at  it  only  as  buyers,  and  each  for 
himself  considers  all  others  only  as  sellers.  He  tlhis 
leaves  out,  or  overlooks,  the  easeiMUal  point  dt  }mm0^ 
iemg  a  sdUr  also.  If  we  p^e  a  lower  priee,  avguei'ali^ 
it  must  be  better  for  us.    But  they  do  not  cohflMfer, 
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ihMtrM  #irdl»r  to  ht  Me  lo'  be  boyira,  they  must  b» 
^lUcIni;  «iii  that  if  tiMjr  iray  lower,  diey  must  sdl 
Iffimi  W«  tfiM  bn^  meh  an  article  for  so  mudi 
MwalyjraiMrg'ago^  op  id  Idivit  mt  'tiie  doee  of  the  Ameriean 
^mopi*  ffnd'iMMr  it  is  ap  kss  than  twice  or  thrice  the 
anbinit.  Granted.  But  is  not  the  fact  the  same  witi; 
Dsqpsft  la  tlia  i^rtioles  in  ^wlueh  die  fipeakers  themselves 

'And  Kkat  10  the  cause  c£  the  kise?      A  higher 
fkiage  haa  bain  ariade  by  odiers  on  ne^  and  I,  in  retxmi, 
fcw^a  ntailt  »bighflr  rbwwgp  tm  othenu    This  difibrenoty 
fp.;dM  MiQtMl  of  the  tise,  doea  ioore  than  plaee  the 
lan^na  lfr<iidataia  fti  the  same  sitoalioa  in  which  they 
IPSM  twMly  jeaM'agQ^  or  at  die  oleae  of  the  Aiiaerioan 
war.     For  though  part  of  the  rise  is  merely  nanriwil^ 
IV  tidcaa  fitaoQ- 1&  meetrtbe  higher  clurfSBof  others,  (here 
atNall^.aa«4»ar  part,  the  olgect  of  wUeh  was  lo  obtam 
4lle,  walais  of  battel  Uting^  or  of  saving  more  mon^,  if 
4||^  ^leaiM.ebooa^    (Tbua  al  classes  with  lis  are  ricbov 
flit-  aseM^  wrmtuXfyt  hot  lulIy/thBii  they  were  at  the 
iii9m^  the  AUttnaab  wer,  «r  twen^  years  a^ 

Om  fir«(:  ca^^ures  in  pontics  are  very  apt  to  be 
^  mmogt  and  t»  require  die  cGrrection  of  a  deeper  comA- 
4pyati<>n  of  fkdts.  It  seemi  a  very  probable  thing  to 
^«rfi«st  tbon^s^  if  the  loaf  should  &U  fiom  iSd.  t9 
9d*  and  a^Mit  fron  iQcL  a  p6uad  to  6tk  that  dtt  dasses 
woiikiba  richer;  fer,  ibbsistence  being  chewier,  tliqr 
milL  bare  moce  mosey  to  flpend  ok  other  articles.  But 
,19  Urn  due  ftet  ?  or  can  it  be  tke  actual  result  ofsudi  a 
fidl?  Certainly  not  Could  the  ineome  of  all  classes 
f«ai«li'wbat-*it*waa  before,  and  yet  submtence  fij,  all 
liwielf  ar  the  nation  wouM  be  ridier.  But  this  canndt 
jposflibly  be.     With  respect  to  the  dass  of  annuitants 
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trith  fixed  inoomes,  it  is  indeed  Ae  fivt-  T^eir 
fenudns  Aegame,.  while  their  acpiemfiture  b  JiMiieiniwil/ 
Such  a  ML,  theirefiire,  neoesserilf  renders  them  iMier/ 
but  it  tehds  to  impoveriflAi  all  the  dasaeB  wfaoie  inoottM^ 
depend  cxi  the  amount  of  empbyment  ftt  the  rattTtof 
price  durged  for  it.  .'.ftM 

TMs  fall  in  Ae  price  of  subttBtenoe  |»Fodoees  tftlMJ 
sarily  a  diminution  of  the  income  of  the  circuhnaitf 
wbo  aire  emplbjeid  in  ruamg  subnatenoe.  SanM^^-lesa 
tiMa  they  uaed  to  do,  Aej  must  buyieas  Amn  ihe'tfdiiy 
ckcidators.  lliese^  therefore,  nnast  aufiiar  a  dMimitiiV 
of  th^  means  to  charge,  or  their  inooBM :  ^of  cotlmii^ 
likewise  aU  those  fipom  whom  they  buy,  aiid  thus  ki  w 
dreb  through  the  whole  mass  of  circulators,  tiao&fft  fts»d 
mmuitants.       •  .        •        \       •   ■*.     .-  /r 

It  ia  an  flOEioM  in  statistioB,  thtt  jdrfs^,  tfmmi  ^ni 
tmploifment  mtthmSff  repre9ini.me  amafher^  mmiy  lAm^ 
Jbtty  musi  correspond  m  amounh  if  a  fow  nbei^'Ke 
cxoqited,  theinooHieofaQciraulaltor»isipeBttegMA| 
employment,  either  by  i»rdtthig  it  aif'^IMt>ltitfr^  ^ 
expending  it  on,  the  vaiiooB.  artides  of  &mg.  'BusfJ 
average -dimiDUtioii  of  pnoer  and  income  must^pradice  a 
4iau&utimi  «f  employment  or  the  means  of  diat|^ig^«iii 
one  diape  or  anodier.  A  general  faH  in  the  rote  t£ 
pricea,.  tbevefore,  is  not,  as  so  many  imagine,  a  melre 
jneduDtiott  of  the  same  articles  to  alower  nomnal^aloe, 
whHe  the  amount  of  ar^MJcs  is  the  sane  as  btfinre:  There 
IS  a  positive  dimimition  of  this  amount  equal  to  the 
Amount  of  t^  M,  or  die  proportkm  winch  it  bears  lo 
the  foraser  average  price,  i 

•    in  die  Hi^qnaeas  of  States,  the  -audior,  in  bis  MM* 
Jy^of  smg^^9Xidi]f  price  %  has  shown,  Aat  die-iiir 

*  B>  U.  ch.  S  and  it* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BfiSAY  I.,  mCQBIA^  AHV  IMB  OTYIiB  OP  UVING.  46S 

itttbeawb^IHrioecrf*  diti^9  spnogs  {rom  the  variaui 
fiiaam  chargitig  higher^  in  order  to  procure  the  means  of 
1»elter  firaig,  mtbtst  itaelf,  -as  well  as  4o  meet  the  in* 
«NBfliiig  denaad  ntHc  mi  them  bj  others  for  a  similar 
purpOK.  £aeh  daas  goes  on  charging  as  far  as  is  in  its 
poller,  finr  more  artides  that  are  oli^ects  ol  desire 
anoDg  men;  jind,  in  proportion  as  the  average  geneial 
priee  rises,  all' succeed  in  obtaimng  timr  wishes. 

AMes  being  thna  made  up  of  the  charges  of  the 
invious  dbnes  for  submleiioe  and  so  forth,  and,  of 
jeoQirae^'NpMMtii^  Ao««iiMHnjb'<tf  -omployment  or  the 
vieaDa iof  d«Kging,  in  one fomt-orsnotlMr,  the  rise  in 
friae  vnst  eridi^itlj  denote  a  greator  variety  of  em[doy. 
flKot,  or  a  grhafbMiianoiMrt  .of  the  senoie  sort.  It'fi>Uflwa, 
as  evidently,  thit  when  the  prilDe  falls,  there  BMist  be  a 
of  eH[doyment,^«rlhe  meant  of  charging  in 

Ldui^ovtilBeifaMr.    A  genend  redndion  of  prioe  in 

adl  oiiirksj  twaret  that  possiUe  with  an  increase  of  popu- 

laliDn,.i]safeead  of :.etndiing  most  circulators,  or  even 

■imhiHining  them  in^theaama  rank  of  wealth  aa  beforiB, 

'weiild' render  attAut  feed  aawiifanta.poowR 

The  same  author  has  laid-  it  down  as  an  asckmi  in 
daaliag^  that  a  Aavgeiin  the  price  ^  my  artide^  whe^ 
^Ikeriotm^ter  or  lawer^  which  affects  the  hugers  and 
mOmra  qfM  eqmiifyf  tmvei  ihi^gSf  wiih  respmH  to  ihe 
varioue  dnl^f  m  b^bre*.  .Haxt  it  is^not/iiieant  bj^ 
this,  that  such  a  rise  or  feUfrnd^es  buyer  and  seller  na- 
ther  richer.nor  poorae;  wUeb  is  contrary  to  the  leading 
-dodrine tat^pht  in  thesamech^^  that  the  J^ghfr  tii^ 
marofft  gemroi  ffi^e  qfihing9^  lUm  rieftfr  a  dUirict  ^ 
camnkym*  .  It  i  means  that  all  sudi  changes  leave  the 
buyar.  and  adier  in  the  same  comparative  state,  widi 

*  P.  144. 
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te^^  to  emh  odier.  In  fmk,  k  h  ffl  iiiiiliLt  m  tin 
iMthemattcMl'tnttii,  iimt6MISmg^htiritB  mam  fwo^ 
portkn  to  «  that  IS  do ^  1€;  bittk<bc»ttol  ftAB# 
from  di%  tint  li  and  M  anewt  doidittli^iBimMtir 
6  and  d.  -  ,        , 

In  thinty-peopled  digtriuts,  die  wrtetif  priB#MahPuj> 
kMPer  than  in  thoa^  wMdi  afe  More  popdbit  £at<ibei 
this  render  the  varioua  dasM^  in  di»  fanMt  ndwri  of 
idoes  it  iopfme  tSten  aBrirbF*  ^nteiheflevamLl  In 
Ihe  Highlands,  not  a  #aMrf  ago^  a  fcam  ^igg^ 
&mlA  be  got  for  apem^,  and  aiMt  lor  Ihim  JMllami  a 
pMtti.  Bat  waatiwipB|iidatian  Aqpe  »  wcEi  tlw  as 
in  BAnlmrgh  orLiNidMiAoir^^ 
Irom  a  pdnnjf  to  tkMt  piMo^  tad  « ^ 
«ight  pMee  10  a  ildKng'^  Nl  to  go'fciek  ta  *iii  iinwi 
lerirt]te«M«aeuftaadOa%acM,<r  afM«i^  Mii«ff  tke 
«€4brttiatiM,  letwfcc  on  the pcriai m  tin  iMiiiMw 
an^nt  of  d)e  Amaiicaa  war,  vhea  ^die  mfmmgky'wmt  «f 
^rttish  prieea  mas^m  modi  jowanhan  at^MMiiL  JBad 
the  dflfTerei^  dasses  then  the  aam^taiieiy  iif  wmikwk  m 
living,  or  the  same  neaoaaf  akfing  moittf  ,  m  Ae^hade 
liad  for  the  httt  ten  yearsj  i 

In  a  general  iMtietion  i^  im»y  d  wiB 
in  the  depreMkn.  Though  thejr  maji^  ptwen^h' 
responding  e«»n^arative  rAhk  wiA  reflpaet  lo  ^ 
as  before,  jet  it  is  a  fall.  Thejr  Mty  ba«aithawQal 
eorrOcqpondit^  kfrel,  but  it  ia  a  bum- knrcL  Thi^rhare 
an  sunk  aKke,  but  «tffi  diey  hove  neily  Kiid[. 

Tlie  rate  of  eha^gi^g  in  ikSkrmt  dBMkla  or  aooo^ 
tries,  it  Is  trM,  wiH  v«py.  The  gnmter  ease  er  diA- 
eulty  in  procuring  some  leading  artides»  and,  of  mmnm, 
the  less  or  greater  employment  aC)adedb]rtkci»^M»tbe 
larger  or  smaller  quantity  of  them  rendered  m*<BWuy  by 
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^liiMte,  ttid  the  inflaence  of  peculumies  in  ten^pet^ 
moridfl,  and  mamieivs,  produce  a  difference  in  the  general 
irate  <^  chaifpng.     In  some  cases,  when  districts  or 
•    <Mtims  are  very  dismiilar  in  their  dreumstanees,  these 
differences  may  be  considerable.     The  same  nonwnri 
aoKnmt  ^  iacome  itf  one  of  these  districts  and  countries 
4nay  piMJiase.  an  amount  of  ^articles  of  the  same  class, 
V^  different  from  what  it  procure$  in  anotiber.     But  if 
the  same  variety  and*  same  quantity  of.vticles  he  used 
by  cQweqpondiog  dafses  in  any  two  states,  the  rate 
of  char^o^  wiU   not  be  materially  fUfferent.     Tra* 
vdlars  find,  that  ev^i  in  eountiies  where^  the  general 
^mminaX  nUc^  of  prices  is  much  lower  than  in  Britain,  in 
pnqparticni  as  certain  districts  and  towns  approach  the 
vaaeay  of  cciufbrta  a^d  luxuries  of  Britons,  and  c^ 
comae,  the  rale  of  charging  represents  a  similar  variety 
aad  asKHmt  aCempIoyttmit^wiUi  tbaiTB,  die  rate  of  pric^ 
ap^^rosi^es  the  Britisb. 

l^he  modi;  of  living  is  so  essentially  connected  with 
ihe  rate  of  diar^g,  that  if  the  one  be  given   with 
.nespecl  '.to  any  town  or  district,  the  other  may  be  acJcu- 
rately  deduced  from  it.     In  prc^rtion  as  any  town  dr 
district  indulges  in  comforts  and  luxuries,  the  rate  of 
.  cliarging  ia  high*  and  vice  v^sA.     When  we  see  a  place 
abounding  in  gpod  houses  and  fine  furniture,  while  the 
inhabitants  dress  well  and  eat  well,  and,  are  very  con- 
stantly empbyed,   i^   short,  exhibiting  generally  the 
marksof  comfort,  and  opulence,  we  shall  find  tliat  the 
rate  of  charging  b  it  is  I^^h,     But  if  we  enter  a  town, 
wbare  the  houses  are  mean  and  dirty,  while  the  inha- 
l^ants  fore  hardly,  dress  shabbily,  and  have  more  idlf 
tioie ;  where  the  marks  of  poverty  are  thus  as  conspi- 
'  ciHMis  »»  those  of  wealth  were  ih  the  former,  we  may 
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:SoiBe  peculiar  lo^  circiuDSteiioes  pioduoe  Q&fifpok  exr 
o^ptiona;  but,  in  genei^,  whathar  wcr  ooB^wre  diffiarait 
.^periods  of  the  same  town  or  district^  or  different  toinip 
and  diftfricUj  the  average  pfipe  of  articles,  of  hrea^  of 
laeat,  a£  bousdiold  furniture^  qf  dolbas,  of  instruetiom 
.amusement,  Sec  acoojxiiiig  as  this  is  }i^er  or  lower^ 
points  out  the  comparative  wealth  or  poverty  o£  tha 
ipvan  period  or  jdaoe. 


ESSAY  n. 

Peace  and  fVar  Prke^^ 

It  has  become  fashiond^ble,  of  late,  to  coneider  peace 
prices  as  synonimous  with  low  prices,  and  war  prices  as 
synonimous  with  hi^  prices,  particularly  with  respect 
to  agricultural  produce.  There  seems  no  good  ground 
for  this.  The  fact  has  happened  to  be  so  in  the  present 
instance ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  peace  that  necessarily 
tends  to  lower  the  price  of  agricultural  produce,  or  of 
war  to  raise  it.  Or,  if  there  be  any  general  tendency  of 
the  sort  in  either,  for  example,  from  the  increase  of 
taxes  in  the  one,  or  their  diminution  in  the  other,  it  is 
liable  to  be  counteracted  by  occasional  circumstances  of 
both. 

The  average  price  of  wheat  per  quarter,  in  Windsor 
market,  for  the  following  years,  proves  this.  In  1755 
it  was  1/.  \0s,  \d.    In  1756,  the  first  year  of  active  war. 
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ktw6  tt>  at  ftr.  aa  Next  year  it  re^hed  V.  18*4  *ft 
It  then  cteclindd)  Hmiog  four  yeai»  of  hot  Mrar,  tiH,.  i^ 
1161;  it  hftlftUen  to  IZ.  €s.  KM.  It  thett  njse  a^io-i 
fMod;    ib  1T68;   the    last   year  of  that  wan,    it  ,w« 

In  1764,  the  first  year  of  peace,  it  row  hi  3ll$.fi^ 
In  17(»^  t^  iW-  «i9l  Fhwtt  1766  to  1773,  it  vane*  con- 
fiderahly  every  yealv  being. lo weal,: in  '  n69<  sOfM 
U  (k.  7f  ».a«dhigbeiiin.l77d,  th^  1<^:  yqan  of  th«. 
pdftcei  or  ^t»h  19#^  Ui  t  ,  /  . 

hk  m^,  the-fintyea^tif 'the  Aineridai.i7ir»  itfeE 
to  a;  >6f«!li^  rif  Uiev  kepC.fd£bg  to"  1770,  when!  it 
nw  :^  ^.  SA^  It  fOfe  next  year  to  Zl^As.ilA  Ik 
(M  dvoAf^  ib^  lubae^iitot  two  ycsara^  and. reached  ita 
kmeat,  ^epremoa  durit^ithia  wa^  in  1779,  wfato  to 
9faa  U.  Vh.  Mi  It  then  roM  grtidually  tiU  it.reairhed 
M.  14#.  9d«  in  l?8S,'tbe  year  inwiiidi  the  war  ceased,  i 

IX^'W^  6d,  lon^  noEt  year.  It  fell  duriQgthe  tiro 
8ubse(|iiiHit  yeiUr»:of  peace,  but  not  so  low  as  in  1779,.a 
year  of  hpt  iTar,  for  it  o^ly  auak,  toi^^  2^.  id.  It  then 
graduaUy.  nose  till  ]78&,  when  it  was  £/.  16*.  Sd  la 
I79Q,  it  was  the  saaile.  In  1791>  it  fell  ta  2/.  9s.  id.  Sn 
1792,ittt>8eta«/.  18#* 

la  1798,, the  :finit  ye^t*  of  the  French  revolutinn 
]w«r»  it  WW  9i.  Ifi*.  U.  It  fell,  in  .1794^  to  91. 14i^ 
la  1791^,  it  iH)ee  to  4&  U  6d  In  1796,  it  ma 
4i  Of.  id.  It  I^U,  m  1797,  to  fU.  SU.x  in  1798,  to 
a;.  14*.  In  the  famous  jtcjan  1800  and  1^1^  it  rose 
tp  above  Jit  ^o*^  this;  amount,  cor.  to  6^  7*.  and  SI.  Sf.  6dl 
In  180S,  the  year  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  it.  &U.  neariy 
one  half,  or  to  8/.  7*.  9d.  It  fell  still  farther,  in  1908, 
the  year  of  renewed  war,  or  to  8/.  It  rose  9*.  6d.  in 
1804.     In  1805,  it  was  as  hi^  as  4/.  8*.     In  1807,  it' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46^  pfiACfi  AND  WAR  pmi^s* 

teXL  to  d7.  18#.  It  was  $1.  19«.  S^.  in  1809  ;'ttid  during; 
the  four  subsequent  years  it  was  very  lugh.  It  reached 
its  extreme  height  in  1812,  or  67.  8*.  During  the  re* 
newed  war  of  1815  it  continued  graduaHy  to  fall,  t31  it 
reached  its  late  very  low  price ;  and  now  it  seems  tb 
lie  evidently  riang  agean; 

These  facts  show,  that  agricultural  produce  rises  and 
ftlls  in  price,  without  any  particular  reference  to  peace 
or  to  war ;  and,  therefore,  'it  is  not  a  state  of  peace  ot 
of  war,  which,  of  itself,  raises  or  lowers  the  prices  of  the 
fanner ;  but  the  oociinonal  or  partieuhkr  circamsteaciesof 
either.  And  -  the  same  thing  could  be  shown  with 
req)ect  to  die  articles  of  other  eiiculatim.  The  mere 
difference  in  drcumstances,  arinng  from  our  itrmy  b^ng 
diiefly  at  home  or  abroad^  at  from  its  carrying  on  war 
In  countries  that  can  suf^ly  its  scddiers  willi  siribsait^ 
ence,  or  in  those  that  cannot,  and  in  whidi  th^  hmk 
draw  the  supplies  from  our  own  £»mers,  wHl  ^tnldie  a 
very  considerable  difference  in  jnioe  for  tbe  perbd. 

The  following  is  a  general  view  (^the  two  states 
with  respect  to  price.  In  peace,  tbe  chsoontinuanoe  of 
the  additional  employment  created  by  war,  and  tt  dimi- 
nution of  the  expenses  of  government,  have  a  d^presm^ 
influence ;  while,  in  general,  the  more  rapid  progress  of 
^population,  and  a  more-umnterrupted  oommunicalioa 
with  other  nations,  operate  towards  a  riise*  In  war,  the 
increase  of  taxes  and  of  miUtaiy  employments  lends  to 
rmse  price,  while  a  retardation  of  theinex^ase  of  pepu* 
lationL  and  interruptions  to  foreign  commenie  usuaHy  tend 
to  lower  it.     . 
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BSSAY  III. 

A  Fall  in  average  Prices  produces  a  Diminution^ 
and  a  Rise  in  average  Prices y  an  Increase  of 
Employment,  Income^  and  fVealth^ 

RtOM  the  constitution  of  price,  or  its  being  made  up  of 
the  charges  for  the  articles  which  circulators  use  at  any 
given  period,  there  can  Jfe  no  Jhed  rate  of  price  by 
fudure. 

There  is,  however,  a  fidr,  or  natural  rate  of  price 
of  all  articles,  compared  with  each  other.  This  is  ilie 
ceverage  rats  of  price  of  the  articles,  Jbr  the  period, 
regvkUed  as  an  average  rate  must  be,  by  the  style  of 
Uving  qf  the  classes  that  deal  in  them,  and  corrected 
by  competition,  whether  that  rate,  en  a  comparison  c/ 
€0unhri€s  or  periods,  bejbund  to  be  high  or  lomK 

As  all  circulators  cha:rge  accordmg  to  the  demands 
OKade  on  them  hy  others,  the  average  rates  of  prices  of 
particular  dosses  for  the  period,  are  taken  into  die  ave- 
rage general  price  of  the  period.  Tliis  general  rate  is 
dnis  adjusted  to  meet  the  average  particular  rates.  In 
proportion  as  any  of  these  i^ree  with  the  former,  the 
rate  is,  on  the  whole,  better  for  circulators  in  general. 
A'Mttle  tendettcyto  a  li^gher  rate,  howev^,  far  from 
doing  harm,  is  advanugeous  to  the  community.  It  in- 
creases the  stimulus  on  circulation,  corresponds  with  the 
dedbre  of  all  circulators,  to  miJce  a  progress  in  livmg 
lieCter,  as  well  as  with  the  teQden<7  to  a  higher  p^ice 
un  9 
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produced  by  the  increase  of  population^  and  it  aug*- 
ments  the  average  amount  of  employment  amofig  tkiK 
various  classes. 

Average  general  prices  thus  can  never  be  exorbitant, 
or  too  high.  For  when  prices,  however  high,  are  aB 
equally  high,  it  is  e\ndent,  *they"  are  adjusted  to  dae 
another.  Such  prices,  for  the-T^asons  already  given, 
arc  necessarily  better  for  all  circulators,  excepdvg  fixrfd 
annuitants. 

The  exorfcitant  prices  of  particular  classes  aVe  iiyii- 
nons  t&  the  other  dasses :  Aot,  indeed,  because  fh^  aiie 
high,  but  btcalise  they '  are  dis{n*<q)orti0nate  to  die 
prices  rf'the  latter.  The  cottimunity  WijA  not  be  pooi^ 
for  these  too  high  charges  of  some  of  its  people,  for ' 
*they  gain  what  the  ot^rs'lose;  but  tb^y  if^Kler  "these 
others  poorer  for  the  time. 

The  iharges  of  the  lower  ranks  of  ciirouktors  form 
'  10  large  a'  portion*  of  aU  price,  that»  in  <nrd^  t6  j^ 
them  a  d^ent  amount  of  comfoits,  the'aveitfcge  ?ate  tf 
price  must  reach  a  cimsideraUe  height.  The  onddfo 
ranks,  with  an  mfeiior  rate  of  charging,  may  obtam  ibfi 
more:  iomfnon  comforts  or  luxuries ;r  l^'lh^  highest 
',Tate.QiF  price,  in.  the  most  crowded  stal4  of  popuktion, 
will  procure  the  lower  cUsse^  oidy  th«  cheaper  cbmfisrts. 
A  low  )prioe  keeps  these  hard-working  idass^  groveffing 
in  dirt,  and  in' a  state  of  penury,  which  h  baitly  tkh 
to.  supply  Iherh  with  the  merest  Necessaries. 

As  the  rate  of  price  and  the  $ty)e  of  living  in  rail 
their  extent,  necessarily  correspond  with  and  xaMaeHlly 
regulate  each  other,  we  cannot  reduce  the  fcHtndr  widi- 
out  alteruig  the  latter. 

AU  the  reduction  in  price,  whidi  can' be'  effteted  by 
«ny    practicable  diminution  i£  taxes^   is  very  in^cmst* 
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4erMe.  If  we  wOht  tO'liaVe  the  general  rate  of  prices 
Hedueed  to  that  of^-atiy  period,  at  which  it  was  lower> 
as,  for  example,  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  the 
Bcifeiltuitibn,  or  even  to  the  still  much  lower  rates  at 
Ae  signing  ct  Mi^;na  Charte,  or  of  tfie  times  of  the' 
Nbrnea  ooil^ttest,  ail  ranks  nUiM  be  contented  to 
AH  back'  to  the  inferior  or  poorer  mode  of  living,  and^ 
M  course,  the  smaller  average  quantum  oif  emplojrment,- 
or  the  means  of  charging,  of  that  particular  period  of 
0ur  Micestors  ori  which  we  choose  to  fix.  All  must 
consult  to  sacrifice  the  com^Mts  and  additional  articles 
ki  eftting,  clothing,  finmiture,  instruction,  amusement, 
he  which  are  represented  by  the  difference  between 
the  present  average  rate,  and  the  rate  of  that  period. 
Tfcis  is  indispensably  necessary ;  &r  it  is  that  difference' 
whith  enaUes  all  ranks  to  obtain  ^e  more  varied  com- 
ibrtsy  luxuries,  and  the  larger  average  portion  of  wealth 
of  the  present  age, 

But  such  ^  returning  to  poverty  and  inferior  living 
is  an  absurdity,  with  our  present  rate  and  state  cf  popu-* 
iB^osk ;  and  the  poss^ility  of  it  will  never  b^  seriously 
udmitted  by  any  person  acquainted  with  the  siibject,' 
who  will  allow  him^f  to  think  freely  on  it     Nature 
inB  foroe  her  way  in  ^te  of  all  prejudices;  and  ^he* 
wiU  attend  to  no  the(»ry  but  her  own.     Her  real  laws . 
will  continue  to  operate,  whatever  dreams  may  be  in^ 
dulged  in  concerning  them.     And  dl  the  puny  woi^s ' 
constructed  by  men  to  oppose  her  cuirent,  wiJl  ulti^ ' 
metely  ,be  swept  away  by  one  or  other  of  her  over^*^ 
i^Midniing  tides. 

A  fall  in  the  price  of  any  article,  from  which  certain  ' 
dimes  derive  die  whole,  or  a  considerable  part  of  their 
inooine>  is  unifon^Iy,  and,  ^K)B  the  foregoing  analyris*  * 
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it  is  dear,  that  it  ever  «iut  \sb^  attended  wWi  mare  oik 
less  embanaannent  and  distress  to  tiigse  daases  aad  tpt 
others  through  them* 

Even  in  the  case  when  this  fisll  is  ftom  a  tempim^ 
dDDrUtant  to  the  fivr  or  natuml  rate,  enbamssmeai 
and  distrass  wUl  talie  place.  It  affects  the  nasoual  a£ 
ipcooie,  and  the  mode  of  living  of  these  dasa9i»  as  w«Ii 
as  injures  their  arrangements.  And  moat  drcidalons 
will  raise  their  mode  of  living  to  thor  ineome,  if 
this  be  increased,  though  the  additirm  may  be  caused 
merely  by  occasional  cireumstaaoes.  They  are  apt  to 
form  anrangeeaeiits  in  baainess  suited  lotheirneir  prioes. 
But  when  the  faU  is  fittn  the  fair  ot  natural  rate  to  one 
that  is  too  low,  the  itEgurious  consequenees  ave  more 
general ;  for  it  reaches  all,  even  the  most  prudeoL  Ift 
proportion  also  9a  any  bfanoh  of  ciroiilalioa  is  moea 
extennve  ot  gives  employment  to  a  greater  number^  dia 
fall  m  price  pioduces  the  more  extennve  and  aeeare  eaa» 
barrassment  and  distress,  as  it  affects  moce  get«a%  dl 
other  classes. 

This  impQveriiUiing  effoet,  with  the  injurious  cod- 
sequences,  takes  plaice  when  population  is  stationaty, 
and  even  decreasing;  but,  with  ap.  increasing  pqmla* 
tion,  it  is  felt  with  douUe  force.    With  a  daaneani^- 
population  the^  is  a  natuml  tendency  to  a  lower  piioa^^ 
and  the  particular  fiJl  coincides  with  this  general  moifi* 
ment     But)  with  an  increasing  population,  thfiMisaii. 
equally  natural  t^aden^  to  a  higher  price.    The  sup* 
posed  fall,  therefor^  b  ia  opporition  to  the  general- 
movement;    and   consequaiitly  must  prpdnee  gwater 
embarrassment      Those  dasses  that  are  more  im^ne* 
diately  affected  by  the  fisiU,  suffer  mofe.severdy,  as  theia 
is  a  teudem^  in  tl|e  rates  of  many  other  d^wa  of 
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cbcuklais,   lOitMid   of  yiddbg   to  tke   inflimioe  of 
tbM%  to  ewintprart;  h,  and  at  leagt  to   remain  8t»- 
tkyoary.    Tbebdhttiaiahedmoorae^of  oonrae^  isf^^ 
mora  Miwi'ilj.. 

Wkh  an  bHMafling  populatioii,  from  the  nature  of 
tUi^  thiaaniateverbethe  fSKt  ApmnaMatM  oC 
feneiU  aTcraga  prices,  with  waA  a  stito  of  popuktioot 
afiema  to  be  an  kopombility.  From  the  mxpp\j  of  cer« 
tain  daaeea  mcoeeding  oocanoDally  the  demand  for  die 
time^  a  Ml  m  Aar  artielea.may  take  place;  but  most 
i£  the  oHikest  artides  yinil  iwaintnin  their  rate;  and  the 
increaae  of  fCfpolMaoa  by  its  powerful,  indeed  unoonp^ 
tvvdkUe  iniloenoey  will  at  lei^th  diedc  the  falling  move>.> 
ment  in  the  fonntf,  and  restore'  their  prices  to  the 
proper  rates. 

H  is  thus  perieetfy  endent,  tfiat  every  fall  t^om  thk 
fyir  price,  and  particularly  of  any  leading  article,  must 
serirmsiy  iignie  the  dass  that  deals  in  it  as  well  as  ^ 
eonneetad  widi  the  class;  while  it  brings  only  a  little 
Uwiporaty  advanti^  to  the  annuitants  with  Sxed  m^ ' 
comas.  The  nation  is  necessarUy  poorer  for  every  sudl 
fall. 

Had  any  statistician,  who  holds  the  genuine  doc- 
trine of  nature,  ihtA  a  high  aoerage  raie  ef  price  iend$ 
to  enridk  a  nation^  and  toi  increase  Us  am^briSj  been 
cruel  eRou^,  as  a  theorist,  to  have  wished  for  a  com- 
|dele  confirmitfiflQ  of  his  doctrine,  by  the  exempBfica- 
tiaa  of  the  efeils  of  a  too  low  rate  of  price,  he  has  ob- 
tained.ii  m  the  history  of  the  last  nine  mondis.  A  gaU 
hmt  sddier,  in  the  bosons  of  the  Grampians,  has  said 
quaintly,  but  not  unreasonably,  TkU  peace  and  pknfy^ 
whM  woe  were  afl  bawimg  out  fir^  have  piaged  ike 
deuce  wiA  us.    Every  iod^  is  eampiaimnff^     They 
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jtause;  under  4ke  prgitcM  (irattiQitoaoet^piaeBaaid<fiaR^ 
JbctvefiDT  a  time  {nroduool  ttjrediietmi  of  :th»  Aortvit  vf 
British  sabfiistenee. 

^  be  difltgqwtig^y'ireal.  toy  tlie  ;^rate6t  fMriiof  JMiA 

idly  mibftiflleiiee,  has  fidBen,  ea  m  »wiagc»  moranhaa 
o*e  -fimirtli  bdow  lls.tuitiiMl  prior:  kidaed,  MinreMil 
{181Q)»  hettijr  lO'Oiie  lUid.  Bj>  ike  nstunl  priot  ^  ^ai 
anient  w?  hare  0etti,ri0.«taDt  that-pnoar'wfaidit  iwifeln 
iha  dffder»  mit  lD<«Met  itbti  pribcs  itf.xidier  akraidaOaMi^ 
fi»r  ^e  g^Vffl)  'peiioditand  £ve  aoeocdbog  to  dneitiiMl 
a^le  af  ihcf^dasa  loathe  givtn.peciod. 

The  aven^  natural  price  of  rabwtMne^  aa*«f 
oahor- articles^  has  riiro  ^atmtkknAiy'tK'  Bwiiiw  ipkhtn 
these  twenty  years.  This  has  sfvung  'fitmi  tfaa^lqg^er 
demands,  aoade  onthe  cultitaftor^  not  aidgr  %  thefpavasn* 
laent  classes,,  but  by  i^  the  ;€thsr  dapsta,  -  TlMsey'ia 
likef^^iumu^,  haro  ratsod  their  imfies  *to  neat  :ifae -ib<> 
ffpnifised  >def»qnds  of  ^gioffeiiimaBi,  aa  wiril  as  4Io  pi^'fcr 
the  better  style  ctf  living  introduced  by  the  aagm^ilBd 
wealth  and.  eaq^yasfbty  'avea*sd  by  the  iacnai^  of 
papulation.  Be«d^  4hb  class,  hke^othep^  hauywhii 
ally  reached  a-much  beHer  style  ef  livings  and,  thsre* 
fore^  like  tliem  tooy  amst  chai^  thighor  to  iswai  the 
^pense.  The  resoltof  all  tbisisatcoiisidarriderae  ia 
the  fair  rale  of  his  artides. 

Ill  this  statement  we  peoceire  the  real  caose^  and 
find  an  ea^  solution  of  what-puaaies  many,tbat  tba  Mte 
of  price  of  com  and:  cattle^  wfaiohr  in  ITBO  prodoaed 
profiland  wealth  to  our  cultivator,  shoold  prove  a  sonvoa 
of  kas,  distiw^  end  fireqilantly,  even  of  bankroplc^.  in 
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4A1&  llie  flMfgps  of  qost^Mstfoa  bun  ave  doubled. 
iHtv  Umd  «» the  same  x^  of  price  for  bis  article*, 
amtm  dloviiig^  fluiob  for  bis  supa^  skill  in  culture^  as4 
ibr  thft  knjmiveineDts  wbich  h^  has  mtroduoed,  enable 
ima  lO'SMt  .the  JetHamte  upon  bim,  and  live  aeoordiog 

The  average  natural  price  of  wheat  for  the  {uresent 

ywtdi  or  that  wbicb  eorrespoads  with  tbe  genen^  ave* 

«ag^  rate  of  other  articli^  Cbc  the  last  seven  or  ten  ye^op, 

•  icaaftol  be  taken  lower  than  somewhere  hetwe«i  70#. 

^md  80s.  tbe  quarter ;  but  it.  has  Men  bejow  BBs.    Tbe 

iMflome  of  the  cyltiYatDr»  th«re(afe>  ps  diwuniAed  in  a 

jd^pree  e^u^  tp  about  S0«.  <m  every  qua^r,  of  wheats 

Host  of  his  other  artides  have  fallen^  thou^  not  in.  a 

jiilHhu:  .pwy<»tion  with  gffain.    Aoaprdii^  to  tUs  ratio, 

ihi$  fUmual  ine^i^eof  the  agricultural  populatien  c(  Bsi* 

i  baa  aiiflar^  a  de&lcation  little  short  of  thirty  niiU 

Tihis  p^^ation  has,  tbeiodbre,  thirty  milliooa 

•less  to  buy  wi^  from  tfate  ^otber  circulators.     From  th^ 

JhH  m  tbe»price  cf.aaany  ajrtides»  in  oonsequence  of  the 

diniiMebed.  4^n>iu»lj  tbe  remainder  of  tbe  income^  it  is 

•ttm,  vilt  pcirehase  aiore  than  the  usual  amount  of 

them:  yet,  as  the  amount  dimmiahed  j^presedted  the 

mcipt  of  fmpkymaat  and  fbarging  somewhere  or  other, 

tbait  bping  gone,  the  employment  and  n^eans  of  cbai|^g 

s^presented  l^  it,  must  be  gi^ne  also. 

If.we- tab». the  average* inoome  of  Great  Britain  at 
8Q0  milliQCis,  the  amount  of  tbe  income  crsated  by  sub- 
si^teMe  :at«30  per  cmU  ^on.tbe  whole,  or  90  millious, 
imdtbearooiia^of  tb^psesopt  reduction  of  this  at  S-7ths, 
AT  twenty^ve  fniUwnfy  for^  instead  of  posaessii:^  SO  per 
otfst.  of  the  usual  national  income,  that  branch  can  ooly 
piNic»«e  tbe  vata  «f  2^  tb^  nation  is  Just  tw^ty-five 
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millions  pocnrer  by  tbe  ML  The  ^wplojneiit^  or  \ 
of  charging,  throughout  its  viurious  classes  ib  daninMied 
to  that  extent  as  eiFectuaUy,  as  if  a  noinb^  oi'  pcnt^ 
misersiiad  got  possesaonof  that  quantity  of  the  raedim 
of  empfeyment,  and  taken  it  eatkely  out  of  ahmilmknr 
It  is,  in  truth,  4o  much  drctd&nd  ki  one  ^hap^  or  w^ 
o^AfT  (BUstuaOy  anmkihied, 

Arguing  froai  these  |Hrind^^  reqieetkig  the  prieaof 
thing?,  which  have  unfortunately  received  too  atcoi^  m 
confirmaticm  from  the  present  stagnation  ^ad  diatreas 
arising  from  reduced  {nices,  I  took  oceaston,  a  year  or 
two  ago,  to  teli  sevend  drculators  not  of  the  agfifttk 
tural  claos,  who  wanted  to  see  tibe  loaf  and  meat  ^  m 
very  reduced  rate^  that  they,  and  partieufaurly  the  poer, 
would  have  nearly  as  good  reason  ta  ngvel  aaek  ^a  fiM^ 
did  it  actually  take  phu^,  as  the  farmer  htmseK     They 
might  get  their  bread  and  meat  cbeaperi  but  they  wemki  . 
have  all  less  to  procure  it  with,    jf  ahftpuifer  can  mm 
only  eighteen  pence,  wh«i  the  loaf  Is  at  nine  peooe^  he 
is  worse  off  than  when  he  can  «uii  hatf^-crown,  tbaogli 
the  loaf  may  be  a  shilling.     The  foraier  will  b«y  onl^ 
tlvo  loaves  a-day,  the  latter  two  and  a  hal£     Thi^  havt 
now  felt  home  the  truth  of  these  ideas^ 

If  the  fanner  earns  an  hicome  of  flOM.  a  y^m^im^' 
atead  of  the  usual  three,  though  there  may  be  a  niijilu 
fall  in  the  prices  of  some  other  artidas,  be  mwai  Imrf 
less  from  the  ^opkeeper,  the  taik>r,  the,  shoemdficr, 
the  carpenter  and  so  forth.  These  agun,  having  lost 
part  of  their  usual  income  derived  from  him  m  watt  «ft 
ft*om  their  other  customers,  have  not  the  means  of^ymN 
chasing  to  the  usual  amount ;  and  thus  there  is  a  < 
nuttcm  o(  buying  and  selling  among  all  dasses  of 
lators,  except  £^ed  annuitants.     Haie^  die  preaett^ 
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gjen^nll  stagnation,  diflCress,  and  despondence,  through* 
out  all  the  towns  and  districts  which  depehd  chiefly  on 
df&'&mier;  and  more  or  less  through  all  others.  'The 
additional  eiriplo}rment  afTorded  to  our  manufacturing 
diatridls  hy  the .  new  markets  opened,  or  speculation^ 
pitdueed  by  the  peace,  has  certainly. done  a'  littie,  (or* 
the  time,  to  check  this  decrease  in  the  income  and  em- 
ployment arifflng  irom  the  agricultural  classes.  The 
dfanmition  of  both,  genmd  and  great  as  it  is,  wouI3 
otherwise  have  been  still  more  universal  and  con^- 
deraUe. 

The  result  is  by  no  means  the  same,  when  the  price 
of  any  kading  species  of  drcutand,  for  example,  sub- 
mstence,  rises  above  the  natural  rate,  or  the  rate  which 
is  WAhnnfcd  by  the  prices  of  other  circulators.  Let  us 
suppose,  that  the  agricultural  population,  instead  of  the 
proper  90  per  cent  on  the  natimial  inck)me,  is  enabled, 
by  charging  too  high,  to  obtain  86  per  cent.  The  other 
Q|ae«e8,.lm  th^  suppotttion  that  they  have  not,  for  the 
tim^  'the  means  of  charging  in  return  for  this  extra 
charge,  mH  hme  thdr  income  diminished  5  per  cent. 
la  the  whole.  But  still  tile  nation  is  not  poorer.  This 
18  a  mere  transfer  case.  Tlie  agricultural  6lass  gains 
what  the  other  classes  lose. 

V  Bat^  i*  genierfll,  imlesa  the  rise  be  so  exorbitant  for 
a  time,  lliat  the  other  da^es  ha^e  not  the  means  of 
charging  for  it,  sudi  an  increase  proves  more  or  less 
an  -addition  to  the  wealth  of  a  country.  The  other 
dasaes,  feted  annuitants  being  always  excepted,  succeed 
in'  malting  some  higher  charge  for  theu-  articles;  and 
llie  inerease  of  employment,  arising  from  the  augmenta- 
ticHi  in  the  agricultural  income,  assists  them  in  achiev- 
mg^is.    A  highish  price  is,  'therefore,  always  better 
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Ut  drciilatzirs  in  general,  or  a  cknintry/ftan  a  'lowiA 
one. 

,A  rise  in  prices  operates' like  an  increase  of  papula^ 
iioh:  a'iidi  in  prices,  like  a  decrease.  The  ibmer 
tends  to  augment  em|doyment  and  income,  and  *Au9 
creates  a  brisk  market,  and  inspirits  circalatorsL  The 
latter  tends  to  diminiA  bodi  em]^yment  and  income^ 
■nd' to.pro&ice  a  stagnation;  consequently  to  depreia 
the  mind  (^  die  drculator  and  to  damp  his  ardoiur  «f 
enterpriser 


ESSAY   IV, 

Folly  of  the  Attempt  to  reduce  average  Prices  ; 

The  genertd  ifwreasc  in  Ae  price  cf  things  has  ever 
been  a  source  of  univitrtai  amtplaint;  and  yet  it  is 
{he  clearest  proof  of  ihs  griming  ibe4Mh<}fmc0miry. 
The  complainers  speak  as  buyers^  wUk  ^^/sy  Jhrgei 
ihat  ikey  are  Setters  also^  iuidare  charging  in  their 
tum^  Jbr  iheir  articles ,  a  higher  price  thanjbnnerfy. 
They  give  nunryii  is  admittedy  btUVtm  iUcy  TSeeive 
more.    Happinessrof  States,  p.  T46.    *         * 

No?*  a  fevr  of  the  commercftal  and  och^.  fjaiiwa  bayia 
fmd,  with,  respect  to  the  present  ewiharntanaenty— Why> 
do  not  the  farmers  return  to  the  mone  fhi^pal  modii  of 
living  of  their  ancestors,  and  then  the  pi^ioes  of  ibor 
ancestors  would  be  sufficient  ? 

To  this  question,    the    sound   statistician,  who  ia 
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^uajOly  the.firieiid  .ofdl^ckflsesf)  jQ[^|^^repl|rr.with«» 
other,  much  more  pertinent  4s  wdil  $b  moce  Hlifen^ 
ir^y;  st^ould'  tbi^  isetifm ;  to  tb^  poarec  modbs  cof  living 
p{  th^.ance«U)i¥b  if  <^hcy  ^^^  k«^  by.the  iiioi».!oo» 
fortable  joaodi^  w{ncb  .ibey  b(Mr&  MtiMlIy :  retched  ?    Tbe 
£^  qtie^igll  i$>  ia  truth,.  «»  unwise  us  it  is.  fllibecd. 
I^bose  whQ  aik  it  $re  ^ot  avnre^.  iktubfimf  aieptoMftng 
for  their,  gwn  pov^rty«.  89  fi^ell(«9  &r  thfit\o£  tibe.  cu]li»> 
.YHtors.     Tb^  fiuiner  niigbt  ^^  aak  thesQ  piH^Ie^— Ani 
ivby  do,  yioiu  and  yqav'iAamKsjKi^  return  totfae  moait 
fi^ugfal,  Ixodes  lof  5oiir:ate0ifcir%  t^faich  iroukl  celiereiBt 
^ontideriblyY  at  ,feeiuit  fbv  a.  time?     Yog:.keet»,  your 
Prices,    ^ile  I   haive  be^  forced  l>y  tsmporxry  dr- 
cumstanoes  to  reduce  'nrinew    And  many  of^yoii,  at  lenk 
for.atime,  are  r^ftpu)^  Bcwae  adtantage  fsoni  my  unm 
litc^  poverty.  I 

Thfut  the  farmenii  fay  the  higb  average  piioes  of 
the  last  t^'^nty  yean,  bad/  riaeii  to  a  greatord^^Fee-of 
wealtb,i,and  a  richer  <tjtle  of  living  ihan.dwr  ancestan^ 
IS  true.  But  so  b^ve  the  othar.dasaBa^  and  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  oie  third  tbimi|^  their  laeans.  J^joA, 
in  the^naipo^of  cqiH^i^oD  jmmoe,  and  of  coonmon  aenae^ 
wl\y  slipuU  the  cultivator  alone  Temaiii  starionpiy  ia 
poverty  and  disooinfj;»t,  while  all.  other  classes  aie.mSi' 
vaacing  b  comfc^t  aadrwaalth.^  Why  sbouU  not  bt 
sliaretas  wcU  as  they,  in  tbe.hifipy  resulia.with  raqiai^ 
to  weidth  and  comfort,  necessarily  sprmgihg,  tbsougl^ 
,tbe  tteo^vohnt  arMi^;eBiettls  of  nature,  ftom  the  iai^ 
crease  ,of  pcqoddalHm  i  The  wonderful  exertions  which 
fi^  has^mad^  futty'eaiCida  lum^othis.  Much.^stce^ 
.  ^  i$  admitled,  was  produced  for  fiv»  dt  ^  years  by  -Am 
exorbitant  price  of  bis  produce ;  but  what  has'been  A$ 
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ittult,  on  the  whde,  of  this  superior  sl^  of  li\^  t^ 
tk  great  nuMB  of  cbrcuktors? 

From  ifae  nature  of  {xtctsSnaaij  6t  the  mate^bb  of 
drculation^  Ailt  which  is  tttpen^ure  to  one  dass,  nuit 
SMc^sBarily  be  a  aonree  of-  income  to  othet^  The 
ncber  style  of  firing  c^  onr  o^tiTatars,  both  faotd-blrner 
and  tenant,  has  pMiv^  a  mote  copious  source  of  em- 
ploymeDt  imd  moooK  to  Uie  other  classes.  The  better 
i^le  of  IMng  aalong^  the  latter  is,  in  a  con^derride 
d^jtee,  to  bf  attributed  to  the  better  style  of  ITtin^ 
auMN^  the'lbrmer»  The  gMnd  resok  of  the  benevo> 
^nt  plan  of  Nature  oo|;ht  never  to  be  ibi|[otlien  by  as 
*<  Z>trie%,  Of*  indireotfyy  aU  netBMirU^  share  fnore  or 
ie$9  in  the  acqtMHoM  ^  eaOi*^ 

But  k  has  been  argued,  diat*  as  our  honie  tiifc  of 
prices  is  higher  than  diat  of  any  of  our  customers,  H  ia 
of  consequence,  that  this  rtte  ahouk)  be  reAieed,  in 
onier  to  retain  the  foreigN^  market.  It  is  true,  if  Aia 
.  mariLet  depended  enttrdy,  or- printspally,  on  *the  triere 
9ate  of  home  jnices,  «ueh  a  reduction  wouM  be  usefuL 
But,  with  some  exceptions,  it  is  ndt  the  mere  piite*  of 
hdxHir  that  determines  die  price'of  articles,  nor  yet  the 
mere  jnice  of  articles  that  determines  ^  sale  of  them. 
Onr  higher  rate  of  prices  being  the  source  of  a  greater 
amount  of  capital,  enables  us  to  ftd^  tiiodes  of  IHhi- 
oa^OD,  by  which  we  <e«n  make  articled  not  only  better, 
but  even  dieaper  than  the  inflerior  capitalist  tf  Usurer 
priced  countnes.  lliis  greater  amAint  of* capted  dso 
enisles  us  both  to  produce  a  more^eertion  supply,  and, 
what  is  of  vast  consequence,  tapve  longer  credit.  Urns 
our  h^her  rate  of  prices,  thou^  at  first  digfat  it  appeara 
^Ureody  hostile  to  exportation,  in  reality  operates  in  it^ 

#  tfsppiocM  of  Stately  B.  ii.  ch.  xo.  p«  i%V 
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Civoiir.  Aiid«sapro(^of  thU  fromexp^eiH^triik^ 
is  the  market,  after  all  the  theoretical  cmjepturea  we 
iunre  bearfjUm  the  subject,  out  of  wUch  any  <^Qur  lead- 
ing articles  have  been  driven  by  mere  rate  of  price*? 

Besdes,  our  rate  of  prices  cpenies  in  our  fiivour 
mothar  waj.  (hir  articles  e£  mamafucture  fiaming  a 
part  of  the  expeaditui'e  of  our  fordgo  customers,  and 
the  largest  among  oor  best,  bav^  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
rate  of  chargbg  ia  the  oountries  to  which  we  export. 
And  yet  further:  the  increase  of  population,  and  con- 
sequently of  wedth,  among  our  customers,  has  as  con- 
stant a  tendency  to  raise  the  average  rate  of  prices 
among  them  as  among  ourselves.  This  rise  in  their  price 
win  certamly  tend  to  augment  their  caj^tal;  but,  in 
proportion  as  this  is  inareaaed>  th^  rate  of  prices  will 
approach  nearer  to  ours.  The  truth  is,  the  manq^u> 
turers  of  Britain  haye  much  more  to  fear  from  increanng 
capital  and  growing  excdknoa  of  tabtie  among  the 
foreign,  than  frovn  mere  price.  Though  k  may  seem 
a  paradox  at  the  first  view,  it  will  be  fi>und  to  be  a 
^^  that  the  nearer  the  pricepMrte  of  foreigners  comes 
to  our.  own,  the  mor^  effectually  will  they  rival  U9  in  the 
'general  market 

But  wtfe  even  our  high  rate  of  price  to  diminish 
somewhat  the  anipunt  of  employmeni  dorived  fixim 
abroad,  the  loss  would  be  mudi  more  thn  counter- 
balanced by  this  high  rate  of  priee  at  home.  And,  vice 
tfersd^  if  our  experts  should  faicrease  by  a  fall  in  our 
price  of  subastence,  &c.  tlie  hcmie  demand  Would 
decrease  to  a  much  larger  amount 

In  sum,  a  &11  in  the  average  rate  of  things  haa  a 
necessary  tendency  to  diminish  the  amount  of  employ- 

*  See  An  plassefl  productive,  B.  ii.  ch.9»  {h  %os^ 
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inent^  and  to  render  all  ranks  of  a  natipi^iyi^^^^whilc 
a  rise  in  the  same  rate  has  as  necessary  a  tendency  io  in« 
orease  the  iquantum  of  employment^  an4  to  enrich.  A 
redaction  of  prices  is  equivalent  to  a  diminiidion  of  ffi/t 
quantum  qf  emfhymerirt  and  of  income  in  a  district  or  d 
nation.  .       •, 

This  is  the  fact,  whatever  be  the  dass  in  which .  the 
diminution  takes  place.  The  great  reduction  that  has 
been  effected  in  the  incomes  of  the  war  classes  by  the 
return  of  peace  has  contributed  considerably,  with  the 
reduction  of  the  farmer's  prices,  to  produce  the  present 
stagnaUon  and  distress.  Not  only  have  many  thousanda 
been  reduced  in  their  pay,  but  many  thousand?  «ntirelj[ 
deprived  of  employment  for  the  tipfie^  and  conaec^uentlyy 
al^o,  of  tl)e  mean§  of  givii^  employment  to  others. 

Nothing  in  statistics  cap  dther  bfs  clearer  in  tb^eory^ 
or  more  fully  established  in  practice,  than  this :  and  yet 
the  cry  both  of  the  higher  and  lower  multitude  with,  uf 
jat  present  is,  Beduoe  prices!  reduce  prices!— That  i^ 
distress  all,  make  all  poor.  Fc^  wliat  is  this  outcry  for 
a  lower  rate  of  prices,  but  bawling  feu:  greater  poverty 
and  less  ^ployment  ?  It  is  wishing  us  to  return  to 
the  poorer  times  of  our  ancestors,  to  charge  less  for 
food,  clothing,  housing,  taxes,  education;  and  to  dimi-. 
pish  the  average  quantum  of  employment,  or  the  meima 
of  income,  through  all  classes.  I  should  like  to  1^ 
shown  by  these  sapient  price  reducers,  hoip  a  nadon 
when  it  divides  at .  the  rate  of  twenty  pound5  annually 
per  head,  has  not  more  exchangeable  wealth  that  when 
it  divided  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  or  ten. 

Could  these  people  obtain  their  wishes  permanently, 
they  would  deprive  the  lower  classes  of  their  present 
little  comforts,  and  drive  them  from  their  tidy  cottagea 
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bto  die  wietdied  hovels  of  Iower-{>riced  thne%  to  paiB 
%  weary  life  amid  poyer^^  inoonveiueDce  and  dirt    TW 
popr  wpuld,  and  ever  jmist,  naffer  wont  by  a  fall  in 
priees,  as  tbey  cannot  afford  to  part  with  one  ootiafcNrt,  d# 
loBe  any  of  their  employment      The  middle  maakk 
wpaU  abo  be  obBged  to  give  up  more  or  Ubb  of  4l)ieit 
comforts,  as  diey  would  be  deprived  of  part  of  the  euv^ 
ployment  which  procures  these:   bat  all  ranks,  firook 
the  lowest  to  the  highest,  would  suffer.    In  short,  these 
price  reducers  w^uld  enrich  all,  by  making  every  body 
pooiier.     They  woidd  save  Ae  fiafu>n>  as  they  phrasfe 
it,  1>y  spreading  poverty  and  bankmptqr  through  aM 
its  ranks.    Yes,  they  would  reoder  it  rieh  and  happy,  by 
robbing  every  class  of  more  or  less  of  its  usual  emph)y^ 
ment,  and  distressing  m|m,  woman,  and  child«         -       ^ 
This  price^educing  spirit  is  indeed  by  no  means  A 
new  inspiiationr    It  has  in  all  ages  infested  the  multi^' 
tude  m  one  fbrm  or  another.    It  formerly  produced 
Ihose  sumptuary  laws,  winch  are.  now  reckoned  90  rid^ 
culous,  even  by  many  who  are  actuated  by  their  spkit^ 
though,  it  would  seem,  there  haa  been  of  late  a  strange 
ebullition  of  the  sort  in  Sweden.     These  sumptuary 
wiseacres^  like  opr  price-reduoers,  thcmght  the  way  t# 
enrich  a  country  was,  in  plrai  British,  to  diminish  the 
amouni  oftunpltyment  and  narrma  ike  source  qftoealfh. 
Instead  of  bemg  guided  by  nature,  and  yielding  to  the 
results  of  her  arrangements,'  which  are  so  admicaUy 
formed  gpdually  to  extend  the  means  of  happiness,  if  meA 
will  but  let  her  have  her  own  way,  our  politicians  in  afl 
ages  have  shown  a  disposition  to  check  her,  and  modd  heir 
arrangements  aoocHrding  to  some  old  or  new  fancies  of 
their  own*     And  what  is  usually  the  decision  of  a  wiset 
posterity  respectmg  these  ineddM^  and  nature^aienden^ 

II  % 


Digitized  by 


Google 


484      r  !  KV9LW/m  tmrn  Momw^ 


a 


jXhal  tbeyivere:  agtkNmt  bu«^n»  m  fiuitaHiotl.wranf* 
beads. 

CifculittXNtt,  when  m  .the-inkeirediicuig  huoffno^ 
l|»ei|k  as  orasiHuer*  cvp  bu}|i^^&,  Prk9e».it  is.>eoiiUD08lg 
Ibought,  U^  at  last  w^Am^  da  the  eoosumer.  ,Tfai% 
boviever,  is  atiiiere.ittisco«icJep<S«a.  ^Cbe  taosuioflrr  U 
ia^ruei  pays  nominally  tba  mhide  of  the  piiqa  of  Xba 
artide.  But  Ais  prioer^fiUs  no  more  r^eaUy  on  biH>»  tbao 
jDD  any  <if  iW.sdlets  tbmigb  whose  bunds  it  paagiw,  and 
who  add  ta  ihe  awKHint,^  the  ^ai^  fer  it.  Tbeyi.u^ 
their {iriofs, ^x>unt«fehai|9t  each  fp»  apart;  he*  id  hi% 
^oi^tarohavges  ibr  the  whokgu 

Sooie  years^ifipc)  the  manulKtiiri^  <^lasf«es  .UhcniKjd 
jKider  tHe  effects  of* a  redmetion.^f  pno^St  vUch  in  qata 
9f .  what  ogr  fXKVbe*i»d<vuQ9  ^hMsU}  telk  u«,  pnodMoad 
Imilar  distresa  a^inoiig  tbeaa»  as  the  sama  thii^is  dusmg 
ammg  our  cultiiYalim  end  oibeics.^t  presetti;  for  the 
^ffiest  b  inaf  itablec  Our.  eeeDMi}«ita»  hoth  m  JtOiTu  a^id 
country,  seeinfd  th^  haneiiii()i  t^^  {Hty  th^  finsert  a(A 
tiished  tbrm  9i  speedy  .xiaa.  -  S^aratly .  a  ,v(m^  -  was 
said  ajboiit  |h^  advaalegefi  of  tPfditciug  piicea,t.t^.  AO|r 
grand  reoipa  for  saviiig  the  natioa.  .Tbare  Mppenednflfc 
Ibat  tin^i  to  ha  4p  n^  £ar  ecouo^ay  in  hl^veai^Qi^ 
uN^asatproseat:  I  ittaaa^.  on  ^f^tcin(^^.afli4mprinV 
Eor,  wlubt'ievtry  body  ta  rayidg/or  ^cm^wj^y  jMh  aji]). 
tODgue  and  type,  I  fiad»  wliot  aome  cfpjly  ^ceaoasMJi 
paopk  W9uld  oa)l  i^^tr»vagtm!€^  ia  a^  full  postps^n  of 
mo^t  domestic  admimstrations  as  evei:.  Qut  oqw,  wbeo 
t^  saoili  411^  hs^  fallen  on  «ur  ngrioukunyi  fil^iee^  in- 
^atead  qf  pff  and  Hiod  words,  thejr  m^et  witU.  tawt9 
^ i^bqut  thcjf  style  of  tivtpg;  or  else  vdth  cold  a^.  grav^ 
quen^^wi  our  econenqr  ^  retmochio^  q^gv^  vb%) 
ther  k  :f«sild.  p^  be  ^U^^f^r  t^  nation,  thi^t  i^^ 
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pA6e8  sheiiid  renuufi  tA  tli^  Are,  ttnd  that  the  prioeB  of 
all  other  classes  shouM  be  reduced  like  theirs. 

'  Thait  the  cry  of  kmerpribes  AoeHA  bs  wtt  u^  fat 
Ae  tintte^by  codoi^y  econottttstfh  is  aot  to  be  wondered 
at;    but  dMt  grate  politiciatis,   who  profess  to  have 
ittdied^the  sdeneeof  fiMMcisriMildj<^  init^is  mem 
ttHtoBouiUfdile.     II  is  IbandeA  on  imagiirations,  that  ai« 
m  direct  opposttkM  to  the  ftmt  ffrinciples  of  the  science^ 
demonstrated  by  die  whole  mass  of  real   faets^   and 
eqoollly  by  geo^^  riMrtlsatkl  by  esibeptiODs  fi^om  them; 
Many  of  our  tftatktktkns  eomfwre  the  prices  of  British 
agricultural  producCi  when  our  population  was  two  and 
even  three  nriliioas  less  than  it  is  at  present,  wkh  what 
thbse  prices  i»e  now ;  and  ^sem  disposed  to  tNiidc,  diait 
what  was  a  Mr  nalund  Vate  #i^  should  be  a  fair 
aatorat  rale  stilk    Not  a  fewof  them  itiky  and  toaM 
wonder,  why  the  rat^  which 'produced  comifert,  when 
<he  popiblatioft  amotiitfted  -to*  leA    or  eleven  noHBons^ 
,diould  p^uce  dlmfese  wheMlt  blMrt^ni  orfeurtCCTu  '^ 
This  rfuyws  strange  inaftentiern  io  what^  qm^  aimoat 
beadledthesdf-evidentitfeets  of  theiherease  ofpopu^ 
faction.    A^  BHai*  has  only  to  -^^  his-ejres  and  look 
aoAnd  him,  trusting  tcf  the  gcfidance  of  coitinHm  cense^  tb 
sc^'  that  this  intrea^  ua^ifmily  angments  employment^ 
and  of  coarse  w^ealdtjattbttgidiMirits.    Chieater^ealtU 
pifoduces  '  a  better  or  more  eiqiensive.  ^)e  of  fiving; 
and;  if  ail  ranks  Uve  better,  idl  rahiks  muatdiarge  Ughar 
ftririiat  they  sell.  - 

:'  A  gttieral  piwgtess  hi  a  more  comfioktaMeatyfe  ct 
fiting,'  partkukriy  ^Drfong"  the  lowe^^  aftd^  of  course,  tfaa 
more  pc^lous  das|i»,  whi^h  is4he  result  of  tfaeincreasa 
af^pbpolation  and  cf  wea&h^  iir  thus  recqwoedycause 
lind  eflect  to  an  increase  of  pvice^    When  people  hve 
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•better  tbqr  iim«t  ^ufige  hi^ieir  ffid  iaaf$m  t^  quaii» 
turn  of  emploinient;  and  l^y  a«gnici»lu^  es^plfyr>MVt» 
as  wdl  af  chifKgpg  hig|>er,.ttMgr  «»  «iMMed.4o  five 
bettor^  and  Awge  ttiiH  tagHwro  «id  to  oil  Thu^  t||M»|gk 
tox^  ahiUiqgf  a  qpaner.fiic  wheat  prov^  a  ^^wtifral 
Rat^  wIm^  oi«  p^fiMbtkA  iraa  ten  cr.i^eii  wlfcwiti 
peTenty-five  or  ei^^ty  ahUMiigi  are  tipraboce.  thin  «  ^ur 
illifiuad  njset  whan  it  has  rpachid  thhrtaeii.mr  ftnteen. 
The  additional  impoita  £sx.fim^ymg  the  deoModa  of 
gavsnvMpi^  which  have  ulso  bisap  oaoiideni^  ha^e 
fpatafted  vecy  powtrfiili^r^Jai^  with  tbia  satural  in* 
fluenoe  of  the  iiusraaaa  «f .  paptJatimi  and  wealth,  to  in- 
CMpe.  the  nte  of  piwei,^ 

^     All  ¥;i^ap&  of  #lleviatiiB^  the  pfWMPi  diitn|w  (m 
1816)  mkm  ^iccnyBpapii^  wifh^a  rise  of  pnea^ .  will 
proi^  futile  wd^afaprtiy^    The  lemonag^of  the  inoom^ 
fax  wilV  howevcTt  Sor  a  tiuae^  neofwarily  tend  iiuych  to 
reUesre  the  dUfreifed  diculeMw;,  iiot»  indeed,  by  fewer* 
ing.  VPf^  49  80  ma^y  inMgipe,  hut  by  xaiangtthem. 
}l  will  l«ipg.  nw^ly  Arty  thouaand  poqnda  atedk^  a 
^y  into  the,  peace  cjtanneb,  aod  vender  perbqpa  from 
dgbt  to  ten  qiilliona  of  additional  income   aviaiabk 
(unong.  the  eountiy  bankers  and  coimtry  eapitff&ta:  the 
rest  will  operate  in  the  aame  way  .in  thanatrnpelia^  Our 
feioalea.  will  take  isaae  pot  to  1^  thia  paKk  of  ineopaaftmi 
miniictiyemaaiafcaintfdt   ,They  wilt  rather  ■»riffipa»r» 
than.poa^xme*    X^  ^^  oppose  for  ftnm  time,  a  very 
powerful  oountecactipg  influence  to  that  produced  by  the 
tffi^gffiffPi,!^  ppl3rW4  pcicaa  nmm§  ao  many  wiar  circii- 
lat(ffa.and.  others.    Itifill  |pve.  i^  fresh  tpmg  to  oar 
ro>nufarture»j  by  incneasiBg  the  demand  and  nnmg  the 
price;  and  the  agricultural  clssseo  willfed the i 
jto  thecicde. 
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/  ^Cfais  uohxttce  iAAsi^d  ^nll  otay  he^iMtpotwty,  B^tm 
tt  fiivc  the  ct«e  k  Imt  a  tciitHtfbrome  irMi  ttopect  to  the 
ittition.*  Ti^lfttft  {Myers  of 'AeincMtte4a3t  gaiti'wimt 
Vbhm  to^wtiam  it  g&^'hafit6ymeid  km.  Price"  i^igra- 
chiidfy^  Mh  ftom  -tii^  cempetiiicMir  io  iseWtow,  til  tdd- 
iBsedhf  diedamnd'islegseni^tolllean^  iffiieh  the 
indMMUax'ereittii. 

xne  efreets  oi  Hie  TeaiictiuQ  or  pnces'  nftve  CNfltnM 
pleMly  belied  Ae  speeukmni'of  our  prieewreAdcbg 
ttMo#idts.  liimead«fth<^hij<ti;y;doiiebytMM}iti'^ 
pPKM  of  Male  Ma£ttg  tfirtidlesv' Ming  aHemt^bjrthe 
&Sln  ^  jprk^  ef  o^mm;  arthey  iinagine,  it  hsM^tea 
increased.  It  made  roatten  worse,  by  stifl  ftntherdifkii* 
ni^hkig-  the-«tV«^age  quaMtmt  &t  emplojhhent  among  the 
^aridiM'  elasfies.  '  ffaiM,  iiaiteilB  6f  Aere  bettigany  ap^ 
pemtaee  of^tbede  ^kssea  growing  gradilaHy  moferotoi- 
fettdMe,  *'  or'  bbtahiing  rdi«f  fioM  thift  'eqcndiamg  of 
pricetron  tf  iD^eft"  'rate,  the  etil  haftbeosme  wor^  luid 
worse  every  day.  Even  some  of  our  most  furious 
reduetion-o&pfice  tbeoiiBtd  begin  at  length  to  ^cast  a 
wistful  eye  to  a  rise  of  prices,  as  if  it  was  more  likely  to 
tihct  a  cure.    And  it  will,  audit  alone. 

'Fhitt.  ris^  r  triM,'  haa  agak  crattrntored-ti  perma- 
nent progress.  And  as  soon  as  our  leading  artictes 
reacb'  tii^  {alt  naturd  rates,  these  ^eorists  wiB  find 
fte  Ite  giren  by  facts  to  thtfr  theory  by'tbis  rise,  if  not 
mere  «om;defeely,  at  least  more  pl^uantly,  than  by  the 
brte  and  present  depression.  In  proportion  as  wheat 
afqmMh^  ^  fldr.  aH  theses,  as  well  aatbe  sgribulhiral, 
wHl  IMd  Anpiaynil^it'iikn^ased,'  thefr  prices  better,  their 
eomfbiHs  more  numerous,  irid  ihehr '  spirits  improved  as' 
wdl  as  their  {Hx^specta. 

The  reduction-o^prioe  fever  seeois  rather  to  h^e 
II  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4$S  vouT  09^ 


pmwtd  tbe  tami  and  periaqftt,  by  htrfsnl*,  ^  grent 
Hoaas  of  Britood  mil.  \mw  retaned  to  a  aober  atalt  trf 
Qiiad :  I  aean,  an  dus  ftO|ae.  flame  a^Kr  afadaBM^  it 
is  not  ualikcljr,  maf  haM  kid  baU  of  the  aalmi  hf 
that  tne.  Hie  coal  ttatwjMJiii  knoirs  Mt  witfthar  toi 
treat  with  wakmi  indignalimii  or  lo  latigh  at  tbarwrtiiaa 
that  have  bees  spoitad  danog  the  dArium  of  tkai  on* 
uattaU74»gb.«mr.    I  tbU,  be  bad  baiter  iwla. 

Tbeie  mre  wktmkjf  Bomm  digbl  syniptnam  af  aewra^ 
kflceme.  AaMotfaiorax  veeba  beMa^etam  oar  tovtt 
eccnoniit  may  begh  to  tbiak  k  a  tnub  wpahia  of 
belier,  tbatemyriniivgve  taha&w  a  aMi'abiaaaK^ 
raideas  lum  a  wone  aailaoHr'te  tkeaa-'wiih  lAmma  ht  • 
deals,  by  a  ibilMng:  it  anMm.Bot,  wbetfaer  ba.bugra 
from  tbe  dH>eiDakari  tbe  bailar,  tba  bookaaUir^  «rfoar 
to  ^  pky  or  tbe  cofte  bowse,  I  kmm  mC  vbedbar 
this  eooDoniiBt  wiH  bam  lagatity  mxu^  ta  tisaea.lbe 
tbiBg  »  iia  iwifaalns,  tUl  be  naehea  a  tDialt  t 


•  Ere  the  lurvett  of  1816  ca^nc,  the  fipvcr  waa  nearly  JB^HiCy, 
except  amon^  fixed  annuitants.     The  other  clasaes  had  8u£kred* 
ao  much  from  low  prices,  that  they  began  soberly  to  beHeret 
that  a  highish  price  wis  rattier  a  goodlsh  thfng.    We  lave'  litd* 
aeterallbvcra  and iaiaencas •ainot.    T>a  taf  notUag  a€  tbe' old 
perio^^eM  aad  da^gesaoaly  Mkuaaaalory itver  qf..  ^at^mia^Qti 
the   uQJivcnal  sufivage  and  aoQu^  parliao»eut  frcn^,  ^^^((>t 
was  very  high,  but  that  is  nothing  out  of  the  common  way,  thf^ 
chief  epidemic  of  18 17  has  been  the  retrenchment  innuenza.    It 
is  of  the  typhus  kind,  principally  brought  on,  it  is  said,  by  <if^ 
Uess and  lovr  IMigi  tat  I. have  my  doiMs«  and  luia  lietn  «U 
tended  ayjlfc  aiocb  rsarbwaeaa,  aad  laeia  dajjrieau    Miaiill  •eao*. 
tinues to rafii^  but theviplcnce ia  rafher^  if  aay tlui|g»  a^^d*• 
How  long  it  will  be»  ere  wc  return  to  a  state  of  solder  coovflea- 
cenccy  with  respect  to  this  epidemic,  I  venture  not  to  prophesy. 
A  brisk  trade  may,  perhaps,  cure  it.  -But  it  seems  of  a  very 
ntnPOHs  and  pecfaliofty  lingering  cast. 
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lation  of  empfeyment)  or  die  tacMOB  of  diargk^^  in  asm 
form  or  aaollier,  to  the  amoimt*  At  aay  nite^  I  ques* 
tion,  if  evmt  oar  oodaMyw^ricultunit  will  «o  fir  totget 
the  cheap  poidtty,  eggs  aad  butter  -of  smaR  Uamis  ^  to 
minntf  tbat  by  rednciiig  the  Teats  of  the  hmdhiddcniy 
who  ««  bj  far  the  loast  extenanre  a&d  /nost  pwfitribie 
set  of  eustotners  to  all  the  other  classes,  we  di«uU 
injure  these  classes  as  miidi  .t»  4ie  laDdfaoU«rs  tbeni^ 
sdves;  aadparlMda^^  dwt iMisCaif  dMas wouU eWisr 
BotbcsUetoccvieta  JobnV  dMf-tomwt  all,  or,  ifi 
they  sho«U oaaMilo  John^i dM^own «t  ril,  thsaf  OMt^^ 
stay  a  shmter  wUa^  aod  hmf.  hsss  fiom  ereiy  class  <£^ 
JchtCu  people.  If  ha  sbottU  gat  w&r  mt  lof  his^uiaHl 
orde,  as  to  Arnkdms  fitodjy  beasight  perhaps  ^eiy, 
wfaetfasr  mhKaMyyettl%  arit.waaiUI  aeceasasily.  ledaoe 
John^  Msloiii  and  mome  abo^  be  quite  so  nsaftil  awL 
advanti^eous  a  thing  aa  it  is  held  in  the  cit^. 

To  candude  DMva  sssiously:  tittliieaaltnu)aa(ia£M| 
so  frequently  in  die  mouths  of  dealers.  Live  and  leiUvCf 
is  one  of  the  soundest  principles  in  statiiti<».  The  rate  of 
charging  c£  each. class  should  bf^  ample^  hut^  in  fiO  case^ 
exorbkamL  A  permanent  reduction  in  the  piioes  vrould 
reducaiaD  ranka-lower  in:tlier  scale  i«fw««hh,  m  }HMpoii- 
tion  totbec9cl6Mof  thereduelsoi^andprcfveasoareeaf 
universal  embarrassment  and  discontent.  But^sudi  a* 
change,  with  an  increase  of  population,  is  impossible. 
Local  or  temporary  falls  may  and  do  take  place;  and- 
they  must  ever  be  atlendedyaain  the  present  case,  wit)ia 
dimmvtioii  «f  jetaployaoort^  and  sftoome,  aiad  rmwisqMaadiy. 
with  poverty  anddistresa  A  tgndtne^m  the  raU&  cf 
prices  to  rise,  according  to  an  average  Jhir  proporOofiy 
is,  iherefiyre,  abrnxj/s  most  advantageous  to  individtiolSf 
as  wsU  a^  to  svsry  dassy  siccept  that  ^  am3fmttiaxt^.miff^. 
fixed  incomes^  and  to  the  ntUion. 
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.     No.  VIL 

■  The  Manet/'  Question. 

Wx  have  now  completed  the  diimMinii  cf  the  q« 

Hm.m^^mmmuA  eomaui^  or,  if  the 

'UaptiMbieltlMy  'lad 


mrihafdo,  the  fauidflliDM  of  the  Mnoe  e£ 

Jmd  k  bee  been  endbMnmd  tm  eatdiMi,  hy  m  tttft* 

fyfls  01  ttelSy  or  TeflvnUy  the  reel  fnnopiMs  of  civcMir 

tMm,  and  of  |ModnctiimeM  both  mlb  letpeot  t»  veekfa, 

«id  flidiMBteneev  as  diey  «M  fiNMd  netoelly  op^^ 

nature. 

The  quf  gl  wia  hetwecn  the  moncgriils  and  hnttmsts 
are  imkiatid J  CGMneded  irbfa  the inma  ;  and  iiauj^ 
be  thought  a  part  €^  the  plan  la  fieeaoB  theee^  hi  the 
same  manaer.  But  the  anther'  of  the  Haptaueea  of 
Sfiitet)  in  his  attempt  io  settle  the  lad  princ^dca  of  ihe 
eawbangiag  .spmes  of  OBonknd,  or  money,  fcfft  it 
leqiMCeto  go  so  annntabpinlo  tbcM'^pMiions,  as  to. 
itaderit  unnecesseiy* 

.  The  buUkniatsbaTO  indeed  of  late  faeguik  to  Ae^ 
i^j^, hot diey hate brangfatfivthnothmgne^p.'  It ia still 
the  suae  jduUnauid  of- stele  ian^  The^ran  of  bnl. 
Iifln]flH^  a4nch  k  a  iwcifU  nntnre  of  tdd  prgndBoee^i^ 
!D0d«&  eeoDonnsticnl-dreaaifaigi,  sinaie  some  years  ago 
^nth  dasding  brif^ttness;  but  it  aefanaoionriavinthe 
c}oudyvest  Theahettorsof  thatsystem  inaUtbeirfine 
erodhe  ezeurmife  find  dieir  audttos  and-tmiisrt'haye 
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left  tbem  in  the  lurch.  Out  of  their  own  drde,  they 
pereeive  but  too  plainly,  that  they  are  more  apt  to  raise 
^  smile  or  produce  a  yawn,  than  to  creUte  interest. 
'They  have  been  abandoned  even  by  the  multitudt. 
The  lowest  ranks  now  take  paper  in  preference  to  metdi 
money.  Indeed  it  is  preferred  by  all,  except  the  smehers, 
or  those  who  buy  it  as  money,  in  order  to  sell  it  as 
naeUil; 

Striking  as  has  been  the  eonfironttion  of  the  prin- 
tciple^  developed  in  the  Haf^^esd  of  Stalni,  respecting 
the  flduroe  of  reid  productiveness  as  to  weaMi^  and  die 
regulation  of-  tiubeistence,  aiorded  hy  fabts,  in  the  most 
varying  and  trylngeircumstaBces,  'since  the  pubG«atioa  of 
chat  work,  the  piinciplas  of  money  established  iii  it,  have, 
-in  equally  varying  and  trying  orcumstances,  met  with  a 
eoitfinniltionlMtlessoQmplefe^  The  doctrines  there  taught 
concerning  metal  and  paper  money,  about  the  time  the 
work  wae  ws^tten>  were  opposed  alnoBt  fay  every  person 
^whether  conversaaC  or  not  eonversant  with  the  subject, 
pajrtioulariy  in  the  south.    They  for  the  most  part  only 
raised  a  fftnik^  and  were  redconed  unworthy  of  serious 
attention*.    Such,  however,  have  been  the  irresitiltible 
preofe  in  lavcBtir  of  them  from  &ot9  (and  these  frequently 
most  distressing)  whidi  eome  before   eva-y  man,  and 
-affect  intimately  evay  man,  that  tiie.  ideas  if  not  theo- 
retical, are  a|  least  practically- acquiesced  in  now  by 
*all  classes.    From  the  inflnence  of*  old  prejudices  and 
tnodora  dre&ming  many  may  still  demur  in  words  ;*  but 
-diey  feel  and  are  wiHing  to -enjoy  the  practical  advan- 
tages dcRved  from  them.      Some. of   our  bulhonists 
themselves  are  beginning  at  lengdi  to  awake.  •  Perhaps 
Vheu'  they  opm  their  eyes  completely,  they  may  be 
induced  Ioy^t,  Aikl  behold  it  has  been  but  a  dream. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


498  TflS   MONEY   QU£6nOT^« 

The  difficulty  in  this,  as  m  some  other  cibes  tl* 
dreaming  or  cloud^iiding  in  statistics,  is  to  get  pec^ile  tb 
open  their  eyes  to  |daiti  facts,  or  to  keep  <m  the  sc^ 
ground.     They  shut  their  eyes  and  let  their  imaginationi 
run  wild  in  the  regions  of  eoonondsniy  and  soariar  abott 
facts  amid  the  clouds  of  fieoicy.     In  Tain  does  evietf 
man  acquainted  with  the  subject  see,  that  the  amcHAit  of 
paper  money,  issued  as  money,  whether  increasing  or 
decreaang,   depends  entirely  on    the  demand   for   it, 
created  by  the  drcumstanoes  of  the  ntarket  tor  the  day, 
the  week,  the  monfh,  the  year :  that  the  course  of  ex* 
change  fluctuates,  and  the  price  of  gold  and  niver  rises 
or  fidb,  widiout  reference  to  ibe  quantum  of  notes  in  dv« 
culadon :  diat,  fbr  one  examf^  out  of  a  perpetual  traui 
of  inmilar  facts,  the  market  price  of  gold  from  '6ommef- 
dal  and   political  circumstances  some  years  ago  rose 
forty  per  cent  above  the  mint  or  artifidal  price,  and 
lately  it  fell  to  this  price  and  at  present  is  only  four  or 
or  five  per  cent,  above  it,  though  the  issue  of  bank-notet 
has  increased  many  millions :  that  the  withdrawii^  of 
the  capital  arising  from  paper  money  by  the  country 
bankers,  assisted  most  materially  in  producmg  the  £sf 
tress  of  1816  and  putting  a  Btap  to  improvements  of 
every  kind;   and  that  the  extension  of  ib^  sort  of 
capital  again    is   operating  strongly   to  increase   em- 
ployment and  income.    Instead  of  attendix^  to  thts^ 
facts,    they  make  mental  excursions  the  Lord  knowa 
where.    If  they  are  asked  to  show,  how  it  is  possible^ 
that  the  amount  of  that  money  which  is  always  return* 
able,  and,  therefore,  regulated  by  the  demand,  and  by 
the  wiU  qfifie  ttserSj  who  mtist  either  pay  or  lose  a  per 
centage  on  Ihe  amount  which  they  fieedlessly  Iceepy  can  be 
excesdve,  &ey  do  not  answer  this  plain  question,  on  whieh 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB-  MONEX  QUM^ON.  498 

#M  whole  depends,  by  a  gtatement  of  facts  on  tbe  other 
fids.  This  does  not  se^m  to  suit  thdr  purpose  at  aH. 
(Fhey  fly  up  among  the  clouds  of  bullionisin,  and  talk  in 
aoDie  kind  of  fimcy  jargon,  which  I  should  think  would 
puzaleour  more  subtle  eoononusts,  skilled  in  the  ^ia* 
Ificts  of  imag^tioD  as^thej  are,  and  can  scarcely  bv 
intjelligihlfp  eveu  to  themsdves. 

.All  that  I  'Consid^  necessary  here  is  to  refer  to  tl^ 
third  book  of  the  Happiness  o£  States,  fbv  the  analysai 
of  tfie  principal  fittts  and  investigation  <^  the  leading 
principles  of  that  admirabi^  speeaen  of  money,  a  vdiuii* 
tairy  paper  cprr^cy,  which  completely  answers  all  the 
purposes  of  home^money ,  and  at  the  same  time  proves 
a  most  productive  species  o{  dirculand,  as  well  as  a  most 
active  capital  The  first  chi^^ter  treats  of  the  nature  of 
money.  The  second  points  out  the  qualities  of  paper 
money,  and  shows  that  it  creates  actiye  capital  to  the 
-various  classes  of  dvculators  to  the  amount  of  iite  issue, 
ai^d  .produces  profit  to  the  issuer  to  that  amount,  while 
metal  money  withdraws  its  amount  completely  from  th^ 
tjOtal  of  capiMd,  and  pcoduces  no  profit,  bu(  occasionally 
loss.  In  the  fourth  chapter  it  is  shown  further,  Aal 
such  a  money  is  entirely  r^ulated  by  the  demand,  and 
that  ccmseqnently  the  issue  cannot  be  excessive :  in  the 
fifth,  that  a  voluntary  money  of  this  description  is  not 
depreciable;  and  in- the  seventh,  that  it  pannot  aSeot 
the  state  of  the  exchanges  witlt.  foreign  nptions. 

Some  of  our  bullionists .  talk  still  indeed  of  the 
great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  our  returning  to 
what  they  call  a  whaieiome  state  qf  currency^  that  is,  to 
a,  petal  currency,  w  a  currency  at  least  chiefly  com^. 
posed  of  metal.  To  make  use  of  a  medium^  which  de- 
prives a  state  qC  an  amount  of  active  ca{utal,  equal  to  the 
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qitontHy  of  motfey  in  dreuhtioii,  and  tbe  wiAdhmng 
of  a  part  of  whieK  in  1816  as^sted  materially  in  paralys- 
ing the  eflbrts  of  the  cotmtry :  which  robs  itidividualk 
lind  th^  nation  of  die  income  derived  frcmi  the  issue  of 
.  paper  money  (In  Great  Britsnn  above  three  millions  a 
year):  which  wonld  make  the  isaiers  buy  gold  at  the 
natural  or  market  price^  and  adl  it'  at  a  fixed  artificial 
pHcc,  and  which:  cons^qu^tly^  whai  metal  money  only 
is  sought  after^  tfiat  is,  when  its  materuds  will  bring 
more  than  its  form  as  coin,  would  enable  dishonest  men 
4o  fieece  the  issuers  by  aelSng  it  mi  metal:  such  a  mea^ 
s6re  may  produce  a  state  of  the  ciur^cy,-  wlueh  these 
bulfionists  may  call  wholesome ;  but  all  practical  mei^ 
idl  sound  statistidans  will  conader  it  as  a  most  um 
Irholeaome  state  of  diings. 

I  may  lake  occasion  here  to  observe  respecting  the 
bdancea  of  the  puUic  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
i^ut  which  so  much  has  been  satd,  that  the  matter 
idinits  of  a  fiut  and^  easy  mode  of  adjustment.  I  am 
fidly  aware  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  endeavoured  to 
demonatrate,  that,  by  the  laws  of  statistics,  every  thou- 
asnd  pounds  made  by  the  Bank  of  England,  aa  well  aSs 
by  any  other  oampooiy,  or  by  any  individual  among  us, 
is  so  mudi  added  to  the  income  of  the  country ;  and 
*«ther  as  cafntal,  or  ds  expenditure,  creates  employment, 
in  the  drde,  to  that  aihount  Neither  do  I  grudge  it 
any  of  its  fair  profits.  1  it'ish  these  to  increase.  But  at 
present,  when  6ur  national  income,  unless  we  include 
the  sinking  fund,  is  not  equal  to  our  expenditure,  and 
when  from  the  disposition  and  circumstances  <^  the 
country,  it  is  inconvenient  to  impose  fresh  taxes,  to  pay 
-a  per  centi^  lor  the  use  of  our  own  money,  or  to  be 
deprived  of  the  interest  tin  it,  is  not  so  well. 
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' WMt  I  favrp  to  ivqpcM  Is  tku:  da^'opitimi'iBhould 
alW  the  Apk  to  have  alwajs  s  helanee  in  its  fisivaur» 
suppoae^  of  thcee milliaiis,  -which  wM  be  worthifiroai 
a  huncbed  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thaueaad.  poanda.^ 
j^atr.  Let  the  floatii^  ioahaicet  be  asoertaiiied  evorj 
inolit}{«  r  For  all.  that  jb  aboire  these  tbree  aoiltioiitfs  rAe 
Bank  shall  pay  to  govenunent  at  the  rate  of  &xm  fet 
cent  or  any  other  per  centage  agreed  upon ;  but  if  the 
publip  offices  have  overdrawn  on  tl^ese  three  million% 
government  will  pay  interest  at  the  same  rate  for  the 
amount  And  that  amount  ^ould  always  be  limited  to 
the  exhausting  of  the  actufd  balance,  or  diree  millions* 
When  this  event  took  place,  the  Bank  might  refuse  U> 
answer  any  more  drafts,  till  it  obtained  a  fresh  supply  of 
public  money.  This  adjustment  should  content  the 
Bank,  and  I  think  it  would  satisfy  the  country. 

But  to  return  to  the  money  question :  if  government 
will  not  adopt  the  mode  of  issuing  metal  moneys  as  it$ 
nature  requires,  at  .the  market  price  of  the  day  for 
pieces  of  a  certain  w^g^t,  but  will  still  persist  in  making 
the  Bank  issue^  that  is»  sell  gold  at  a  fixed  price,  which 
it  cannot  be  bought  at,  the  usual  inconveniendes  will 
certainly  occaaonally  occur.  Such  expensive  absurdities^ 
however,  will  at  kngth  cure  themselves. 

But  in  vain  will  our  bullionists,  or  metal  tnonqnsts, 
dream  agiunst  paper  money,  and  tdl  their  dreapis. 
That  admirable  species  of  hc^ne  nu^ney,  though  ui^ 
known  to  our  ancestors,  is  now  well  known  throughout 
Britain.  Its  value  is  acknowledged,  and  its  excellence 
felt  And  to  litde  purpose  will  any  theorists  declaim 
Ag^unst  it.  Convenience  and  profit  are  too  powerful  &r 
theory.  In  practical  matters,  the  dreaouiigs  of  q^ecu- 
latists  cannot  stand  long  against  waking  realities,  or  their 
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fimqnngs  agiiiist  faob.  Tbqrm«yrhirHdKi»/bttttfaqr 
will  not  retard  the  prdgrest  of  a  vcduntary  paper  money 
of  the  British  deecnptioii.  It  will  gradually  be  adopted 
by  our  neighbours  and  oomMKians^  till,  except  for  onaH 
chai^,  it  beoomeii  what  it  is  oompletely  fitted  to 
be,  the  home  money  of  all  commercial  and  pcqiulotu 
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fiiit^f  it  suits  her  circomstances  at  present  to  pwehssj 
a  portion  of  subsistence,  in  order  to  allow  a  greater 
proportion  of  her  hands  to  be  employed  hi  move  lucMi' 
tive  lines,  145.  The  rapid  increase  of  her  popukrion 
during  the  FVench  R^rolution  war>  one  of  tfie  grand 
sources  of  the  astonishing  increase  of  her  mcome  and 
capita],  153.  Mr.  Malthus's  observations  on  this  ooiiai'* 
dered,  »&.  Amount  of  her  towm  population,  154.  Her 
cmpiojrment  increasing  agaia  from  the  increase  of  ber 
population,  187*  Her  cultivators  forced  to  call  lor  tfat 
mterposition  of  the  legislature^  to  protect  them  from.the 
effects  of  a  superabundance  of  sAsiatence,  S56.  Ao* 
gressive  increase  in  her  income  since  1792,  to  the  dmm 
of  the  war  in  1815,  458.  Decrease  is  it,  hn  consifwum 
of  the  peace,  ii. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  hia  observation  on  utility,  402» 

Buyers^  remarks  upon,  220. 

BuUionism  now  gomg  out  of  fashion,  49CX 

BuUionisis,  kaye  assirted  in  injuring  the  science  of  il** 
tistics,  ^«  Now  abandoned  even  by  the  miiltitQde,401. 
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QafiUd,  itfl  amoont  great  or  small  according  to  the  greater 

or  smaller  rate  of  popolation,  238. 
'  Cardiganshircy  its  population  and  wealth  compared  with 

thoie  of  Middlesex,  457* 
Cdibacy  appears  to  be  considered  the  grand  saving  virtuk 

in  society  by  Mr.  Malthas,  326« 
Chargeabikty^  profitable,  tl»  real  source  of  productiTeiieiB 
as  to  wealth,  212,  413.    This  principle  introduce  arith- 
metical  deamess  and  certaiatj  into  the  science  of  sta^ 
tistics,  415,    And  renders  the  source  of  wealth  inex- 
haustible, 416.  ' 
'Checks^   Mr.  Malthus's  sptem  of,  rejected,  59.     Upoa 
population,  whether  natural  or  artificial,  uniformly  tend 
to  diminish  wealth,  244. 
Children^  exposing  them,  120-     Stealing  them,   121.     Of 
the  poor  more  lium^ous  per  family,  and  more  useful  fik 
point  of  income,  806.    Old  English  saying  respecting^ 
3071    Intense  natural  affection  for  diem  in  the  honan 
breast,  439. 
China^  its  case  with  respect  to  population,  151,  154;  anA 
to  lemieration,  178.                ^  • 
Chriaend(my  her  light  to  couttCries  wrested  from  her  \>y 
force  asserted,  450. 
^^  tHhristianitift   highly  fkvourable  to  population,   158,  160. 
Ita  extensire  spread;  158.    Fitted  to  be  the  religion  of 
the  world,  159.    Its  grand  catholic  doctrines,  f^.        * 
Christians  of  the  Turkish  empire  should  be  protected,  444. 

And  by  an  acknowledged  body  of  their  own,  445.  '  ^ 
Circulanay  circulators  in  using  ft  add  to  a  heap,  214.     Tte 
['     multitude;  and  statisticians  in  general,  have  overlooked 

an  essential  link  in  the  chain  connected  with  it,  i^. 
^  Circulation,  the  principles  of,  decisively  against  the  sub- 
^      si3tence  theory,  41.    The  Advantages  of  studying  these 
completely,  838.     A  striking  instance  of  mistaking  them 
"       with  respect  to  employment,  339. 

Circulator,  every  additional,  augments  the  demand  as  well 

'       as  the  supply,  172,  174.  V 

Circulators,  the  more  various  their  classes,  the  more  dp 

they  increase  the  employment  and  wealth  of  one  anodier, 

218.    Directly  or  indirectly,  all  share  more  pr  less  in  the 

acquisition  of  each,  480. 

Civilkaiion  has  a  populating  iwitaence,  at  least,  to  ft  iter* 

■ "    tata  rat^  i>riiOpii]ation  per  square  milei  149;     * 

KK  2      .  t'      . 
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CdamuMg^  at  a  meao  of  tmphjjing  topenmiiienuries,  181. 

Ita  effect  oo  the  moUiir  coatttry,  184. 
CSjobMy  •gikultuTigt,  469. 
Ccmplemmt    oi  popobtioo,    106.      Seems    tbe    natonl 

period  fiir  the  doae  of  the  pcoent  sjsiem  of  things^  161. 

Tbe  case  of  the  earth's  reacfang  this  consideriKl,  163. 

L«w  suggested  that  would  preveot  the  evDs  of  it,  t6. 
Qmdorteif  146. 
Cat^rm$  at  ,  44S. 

Cmu^amtimoflef  effects  of  its  vetnnung  under  a  Chrvdaii 

dToasty,  446. 
Gr»    considered  with  respect  to  its    utility  prodaciDg 

wealth,  403. 

Cttadneif  populate  slower  in  proportion  as  their  people 

-  «r»  BHiro  Inzurkms  in  their  eating,  130;  and  as  more  of 

^them  are  enn^ed  hi  less  healthy   emplmmient,   131. 

.    Ssportiog  and  unporting  in  tbe  articles  of  subsistence^ 

ISS.  . 
Omntnu  the,  constant  emigration  from,  to  towns,  205. 
Qnuam^  a  new  or  modem,  essay  on,  443.      Russiani 
•  ^shauld  undertake  it,  447.    Objections  to  this  considered,' 

448.    Defended,  450. 
€>ksQder^  spirit  of  an  old,  448. 
CulfhatoTt  synoniroous  with  regulator  of  subsistence,  79. 

This  chariurter  of  man  not  sofficicntly  attended  to  on  the 

subsistence  theory,  ib. 
Cnliivaiariy  the  proportion  of,  in  a  district  regulates  tht^ 

proportion  of  sobsistooce  in  it,  144.    Can  always  on  the 

4nrerage  raise  the  supply  to  the  demand,  372. 
€}tun6erbind9  its  population  and  wealth  compared  with  those 

of  Kent,  457.  *       ' 

OwftMu  said  to  be  derived  from  a  scarcity  of  subsistence) 

ISO. 


Dasii  of  fathers^  faasilies,  frequently  injurious  to  mar- 
riage, 905. 

I)i{^toifirfB<tag  causes  or  circumstances,  19.    . 

Jhmtmdt  the,  uniformly,  by  die  law  of  nature,  regulates  the 
aoppfy  as  £ir  as  this  is  dependent  on  the  will  of  man, 
69  <  and;  -sSso,  tbe  -aomber  of  the  snpi^iers,  70,  102. 
Jlvsmge  amount  of,  inoneased  by  the  increase  of  popola* 
lion,  218.  The  regulating  power  of,  not  appliea  to  tli6 
iobslstencd  theory  at  iu  first  broachbg,  340.  What 
itJsmdteivon41i. 
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*        •■    .      "* 
Depopulating  c&uses,  or  circiixastance§i  19^ 
Diseases  attributed  to  a  scarcity  of  8ubsifitence»  89*    Pre^ 

dominant,  iq  di^ent  rates  oif  poputofon,  2^. 
Distress,  9SBeTUon9  of  general,  by  antipopolationists,  remark 
•     on,  262.    Of  the  lower  ranks;  not  o#ing,  aa  Mr.  MTal* 
thus  supposes,  torn  scarcity  of  svbelttencey  but  ckieflj^to 
a  want  of  prudence,  872. 
Dume^  its  population,  133.  *        -  .  * 


Earthy  scarcely  onereighth  peopled^  81..  ftetult  oF  ^ 
universal  Purvey  of  her  nations  with  xeapect  tbtpopola* 
tion  and  wealth,  88.  A  conaideriMe;  portion  of<"it 
Christian,  and  it  will  probably  at  lek^th  be  ggneratty  ib, 
158.  Case  of  her  reaching  her  full  complement  cotisi* 
dered,  162.  Result  of  the  slow  Tate  of  the  increase  d 
population  with  respect  to  ita  cultivation,  ^70. 
JSast  Indies^  the  effect  of  th^  conneiuon  with  that  coobIij 

to  Britain  as  to  wealth,  18^. 
East  Lothiariy  its  state  with  respect  to  popahtioii  and. sub*  ■ 

sistence,  189. 
Edinburgh  (city),  its  population  and  wealth,  292« 
Edinburghy  county  of,  as  to  immigration,  178. 
Egyptyi4B.  • 

Emigration,  its  injurious  effects  to  a  oonntry,  1S4(.    Goit^ 
*  stant,  from  country  to  to^n,  -  and  irom  less  popuknia  lo 

more  populous  districts,  204^    Causes  of,  880. 
Employment y  the  medium  of  clmrging,  and  sonrce  of  m« 
come  and  wealth,  167.    The  average  amount  of,  ^greater 
according  as  the  rate  of  population  is  thicker,  16^,  163. 
Created  by  every  additional  want,  and  by  every  new  article 
introduced  into  use,  175.     Increase  of,  diown  by  the 
quicker  movement  of  circulators  in  populous  districts^ 
}76.     Partial  slackness  of,   in  all   rates  of  popu)atioQ| 
198.    Its  increase  va  Briton  Ibom  1792  to  lil7  oo^  i 
pared  with  the  increase  of  numbers,  8^. 
England^   an  importinf^  country  with  respect  iorsdMiafe«>  I 
<  ence,'  185.    Her  popniatioo/lms  increaaed  fatter  eiBc6^.« 
she  imported  subsistenee  Uui*  before^  ij86«    With  rec 
speot  to  enq>knrflwni,  l?8b      Compaved  with  Boetlai^ 
on  Mr.  Maltl)us'9  ideas,  J96.    Her  comp^nitive  «eakl% 
289.     Remarks  oti  her  poor^  268b-  Increase^  id   tlw 
amount  paid  bjT  h«^  to  thein,r.^6S>  i29k  i-  Aionli-en^ 
interesting  example  of  the  advantaaci^'0^^>Qp^^^e^^■nniH|t 
imd  tlie  increase  of  population,  to  all  ranks,  874n   Tiihl^ 
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of  the  comparative  wealth  and  population  of  her  cotm- 
tieSf  4i55»  Kate  of  the  increase  of  population  in  her 
different  counties  from  1801  to  1811,  458, 

Epidemical  follies  in  statistics,  488. 

JEquiUbrium^  natural,  between  population  and  subsistence^ 
as  between  population  and  clothing*  houses,  &c.  101  • 

JSssa^Sf  four,  on  the  effects  of  aveirage  high  and  low  prices* 
4^59. 

Europe,  rapid  increase  of  population  in,  for  $evera1  cen- 
turies, 157*  The  great  melioration  of  the  condition  of 
all  her  ranks,  the  result*  of  this,  270.  More  populous 
now,  than  she  would  have  been,  had  her  people  always 

-fed  luxuriously,  369. 
JExchangCf  course  of,  fluctuates  vithout  reference  to  the 

quantity  of  notes  in  circulation,  492. 
'Expenditure^  what  is,   to  one,   a  source    of  income  to 

others,  215. 
Extravagance,  private,  still  very  general  atidd  all  Qur  criet 

of  economy  and  retrenchment,  484. 


F. 

« 

Family f  a  principal  mean  of  happiness,  293.     The  ex» 

pense  of  it  considered,  293,299. 
JFarmers,  an  illiberal  question  respecting,  478.    Lhre  tetter 
.  .DOW  |han  formerly^  like  other  clakses,  479. 
farms,  a  tendency  in  the  increase  of  popidation  to  render 

them  larger,  256* 
Eifeshire,  observation  of  the  Reporter  of,  respecting  tbf 
.  effects  of  the  abundance  of  1815,  275. 
J^Qody  effects  of  a  comj>etition  for,  260;  and  of  an  insuffi* 
.  ciency  and  superfluity  of,  289. 
^ojfarMre,  observation  of  the  .Reporter  6f,  respeclh^  die 

abundance  of  1815,  275. 
E(mndlingSf  number  of^  small,  440. 
foundlir^   establishment s^    or    hospitals,   essay    on,   498* 

Their  advantages,  438,  441,  442.   Calctdated  to  prevent 

chiid-murder»  440. 
France,  as  to  emigration,  17?.    As  to  popolatkm,  wealthy 
.  and  subsistence^  25B. 
Franklin,  J)r*  a  general  observation  of  tuB,  anfaaoadverM 

upon,  S0« 
$*rcnch  populationist,  an  observation  of,  iq>on  the  ,^d||« 

mental  principle  of  Mr.  Malthus's  ibeorj,  S40i, 
Friendly  societies,  2^7*  431, 437. 
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Fundfffemral,  for  payioff,  in^anstible,  b»  it  increases  with 
the  increase  of  the  drafts  upon  it,  220*  Objection  to 
its  inexhaustiUeiiess  answereai  416* 


Gardeners^  the  oases  of  two  oompared,  SOL 

Geometrical  ratio f  ascribed  by  Mr.  Malthas  to  the  increase 
of  population^  shown  to  w  unfounded  as  to  any  regular 
period  of  time,  47* 

GhoUi^  443. 

Cla^po)i  as  to  population  and  wealthy  232,  245* 

God^  argument  for  the  being  of,  from  the  increase  of  popu* 

.   lation,  161. 

Gold  rises  and  falls  in  price  without  reference  to  the 
amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  492. 

GovernmenUf  should  it  encourage  or  cheek  early  marriaM^ 
290.  The  etfects  of  an  increase  of  population  calculated 
to  have  a  particular  influence  upon,  807*  The  enoou* 
mgement  whidi  it  should,  in  ordinary  times,  five  to 

^   eariy  manriaM,  809. 

Grahamef  Mr*  his  woric  on  population,  9fS» 

GrajfiMu  his  leading  ideas  respecting  population,  4, 10. 
Hm  mode  of  treating  oi  it,  7*  His  principle  of  popidar 
tion,  12.  Maintains  that  population  as  compl^eiy  tma^ 
lates  subsistence  as  all  other  divisions  of  the  supply*  46k 
122*  The  influence  attributed  by  him  to  subsistepce 
with  respect  to  marriage,  95^  123.    Of  the  Influence 

.  of  subsistence  on  population,  129.  His  opinion  con* 
eeming  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  population,  140. 
Hiinks  it  probable,  that  the  effects  'of  the  progress  of 
popidation  will  ultimately  check  that  progress  entirely^ 
147*  His  conjecture  concerning  the  period  of  the 
equalizing  of  the  populating  and  depopulating  causesy 
152.  Maintains  Uiat  the  increase  of  population  t^da 
to  augment  the  average  quantum  of  employment,  168 ; 
and  of  wealth,  226.  His  observations  on  rrance,  257« 
His  opinion  concerning  the  predominant  disea^  exa* 
ninfd*  9S3*  Consequences  of  his  theory  conceming^ 
population,  S12.  His  ^ree  letters  to  M.  Say  on  the 
source  of  productitenete  as  to  wealth,  S97«  An  opinleii^ 
of  his  respecting  a  diange  in  priee  eoqpUinedt  463* 

Gnettf,  449. 
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JIappinesSt  the  grand  object  of  sound  political  measure^ 
312.  The  effi^ts  of  this  principle,  317.  It  leads  to  an 
universal  free  commercial  intercotirse,  319. 

Happinesi  of  StateSy  the  leading  doctrines  of  that  ^ork 
respecting  population,  4.  The  author  examine^  tl^e 
doetrines  or  his  opponents,  without  mentioning  their 
names,  47.    The  misrepre8entatH>n  of  a  critic  as  to  itM 

■  doctrine  qenoerning  population,  319.  If  its  theory  re« 
apecting  population  be  troe,  the  subsistence  theory  must 
be  abandoned,  377.  Its  doctrines  concerning -money,  493. 

Heabhy  the  efibcts  of  subsistence  oik,  133;  and  of  the  in- 

-  grease  of  pooulation,  9SS. 

Hindostarty  with  respect  to  population,  151 ;  and  ernigra- 
tion^  178. 

fUghlancU  of  Scotland,  as  to  employment,  178;  to  emi- 
gration, i&.      Produce  much  surplus  subsistence,   197. 

■'    Natural  checks  to  population  in,  cause  poverty,  244. 

-  Selected  by  Mr.  MaJth  us,  as  an  example  of  redundant 
<   populatiim  as  J»  food,  but  erroneously,  277.    Efiectsof 

the  increase  of  the  population  in,  upon  the  condition  of 
the  peasants,  sod.  Tlie  cUldren  in,  charged  with  idle- 
ness, 304* 

HiUhndf  remarks  on  the  great  number  of  marriages  in 

'   iome  of  iu  villages,  203. 

Humef  Mr.  an  observation  of  his  respecting  population  ani- 
madverted upon,  247.  Erroneous  ideas  of  his  in  statistics, 
248.'  A  just  observation  of  his  controverted  by  Mr. 
Malthus,  325.  The  case  of  his  History  of  England^  as' 
to  prodoctiTeness  in  point  of  wealth,  406. 


Skgitimaie  ckUdren,  Mr.  Malthus's  harsh  sentiments  re- 
specting, 330. 

Incwne  tax,  effects  of  repealing  it,  486. 

Infants  exposed^  not  numerous,  440. 

Intention^  goddi  in  a  broacher  of  pemictous  opinkms,  &oe9 
not  render  them  harmless,  33& 

Jnlun4i  an  exporting  country  with  respect  to  subsistence, 
135.  Emigration  from,  178.  Aibrds  a  strong  proof  ot 
the  wealth-augm^ting  in|luence  ^the  increase  of  |>opu- 
lation,  252* 

LriA  generally  more  prolific  tl^m  the  English  because^ 
worse  fed,  ISa 
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Jarroldf  Dr*  hjs  notion  respecting  a  countef acting  influence 

on  population  in  civilization,  149. 
Justices,   country,    their    extravagant    ideas    at    preeent 

(1817)   respecting  tl^e  evils  anping  from  the   £nglisi| 

poorlav^s,  327. 


K, 

Kaimes,  Lord,  an  observation  of  his  concerning  the  popui^ 
lation  of  the  American  ^vages  defended,  865. 

^elsOf  its  population,  2S2. 

fCent,  its  nopulation  and  wealth  compared  with  those  of 
Cumberland,  457*  . 

KerUuckiff  as  to  population,  156^ 


JjLahour^  human,  inadequate  to  sqpply.  the  demand  of  a 
crowded  population  without  machinery,  178. 

Lanarkshire^  as  to  popuUtion  and^  subsistence,  139>  141 ; 
and  employment,  178 ;  and  immigration,  i^. 

fMncashire,  as  to  population  and  subsistence,  1S9, 141 ;  and 
employment,  178. 

Landt  that  is  cultivable  at  all,  may  be  cultivated  to. profit, 
if  the  real  4ei|iand  of  population  requires  it,  109.  The 
most  fertile  by  nature  generally  cultivated  first,  900. 
The  thicker  the  population,  cultivation  creates  more  em- 
ployment, 201. 

f^eaguef  new  Christian,  443.    What,  it  should  do  for  tlie 

'  Chrtgtians  of  the  Turkish  empire,  444, 

Liverpool^  as  to  in'come,  231. 

Xiving,  better  style  of,  raises  therate  of  price,  485. 

London,  its  supply  of  n^t  analysed,  72.  As. to  popula- 
tion and  subsistence,  157 ;  and  immigration,  }7S ; 
and  wealths  23^^  The  si?e  of  its  indigenous  inhabitants, 
287. 

Luxury  tends  to  ^efecundate,  ai^  also  to  shorten  life,  %S, 
150.  The  incrc^e  of,  tends  to  augment  emplc^rment, 
200.  Effect  of,  in  combination  with  sedentary  employ* 
faent  on  the  human  stature  and  health,  284,  287. 
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MaMnmh  mor^  emi^oyedly  the  thicker  the  fawAtsdonf 
177*  Direct  employment  diminiahed  by  it,  mdirect  in* 
crewedy  ^1. 

Mahmetmnum^  if  unsupported  by  pofrer^  could  not  stand 
before  the  progress  of  population  and  science,  446. 

MaUhuSf  Mr.  his  mode  in  treating  of  population  defectiye, 

6»  S3.     His  leading  ideas  ren»ecting  it,  lOi    His  prin- 

.cifde  of  pcqpulation,  or  that  it  has  a  natural  tendency 

to  increase  ftster  Uian  subsistence,  S2.    This  principle 

.  reAitedy  34w  His  ultimate  check  animadrerted  upon, 
96*  His  manner  as  a  writer  disi4>proved  of,  ib.  His 
immediate  check  considered,  S9»     The  different  ratios 

.  ef  increase  ascribed  by  him  to  population  and  subsist- 
ence, shown  to  be  unfounded,  46«  The  daMng  of  hb 
two  principles  of  inoretise  would  make  universal  famines 
almost  constantly  recur,  5d.  His  system  of  checks 
^sapproTcd  of,  59.  Has  rererscfl  the  law  of  nature 
wkh  respect  to  aubaistence^  83.  Has  not  examined  4he 
principles  of  population  and  production  by  the  law  of 
the  demand,  ik  Attributes  a  completel^r  regulatin|p 
power  to  subsistence,  and  yet  ascribes  this  power  di* 
rictly  to  it  only  in  certain  cases,  82,  85*  His  smr^ 
eC'the  diftrent  nations  animadverted  upon,  86.  Hji 
three  general  conclusions  fWmi  this  survey,  examined,  90. 
A  case  of  excess  in  poputetion  nut  by  him  coimdered,  98, 
191.  His  notions  respecting  tiie  hiflnence  Of  subsistence 
on  population,  119;  and  the  tendency  of  the  increase  of 
popoifltion,  from  being  checked  by  the  increase  of  sub* 
aistenee,  to  diminish  the  aterii^e  quantum  of  employment, 
168,  190,  195,  272.  His  inattentiveness  to  the  prin- 
eiples  of  circulation,  197.  His  theory  refbted  equally 
by  the  effects  of  8A>undance  and  of  scarcity,  199*  Hit 
erroneous  notion  that  the  increase  ot*  population  ten<b 
to  produce  a  too  great  fulness,  203.  Inclined  some^ 
times  to  make  the  efect  the  cause,  204.'  His  leading 
doctrine,  that  the  increase  of  population,  iVom  the  natu« 
rally  slower  increase  of  subsistence,  teikb  to  deteriorate 
the  condition  of  the  lower  classes,  examined  minutely 
and  refuted,  268,  375.  The  more  rapid  increase  of 
population  than  of  e«rt»f(istence  woold  produce  an  eflbct 

^  contrary  to  what  he  ascribes  to  it,  and  would  aimment 

employment  and  income,  272.     His  example  m  this^ 

drawn  from  the  state  of  the  Highlands,  decisively  against 

>     )us  theory,  277*     Another  observation  of  bis  on  the 
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Htghkadi.coQitdered^  S02«  His -opinkm  concmning  tBe 
predominant  diseases  examined,  S283.  His  error  in  com- 
paring the  married  and  single,  S05.  His  view  of  the 
SovenKneot  of  nature  makes  it  that  of  a  malignant 
emon,  and  not  of  an  all^good  Being,  S2S.  His  strange 
ideas  concerning  industry,  SSS5*  In  his  theoretical 
visions^  he  6nds  a  great  portion  of  the  evils  of  maidand 
springing  from  the  increase  of  populatioii,  $27*  A  quo- 
tation from  his  harsh  sentiments .  respecting  (he  p#6r, 
S29.  Essential  defects  in  his  mode  of  discUBfeing  the 
sjabsistence  question,  34 U  He  argueff  in  a  circle,  345* 
His  theory  a  theory  of  fanciful  assumptions^  346*  Jt  is 
calculated  to  please  the  hypoohondriacsl  and  diaoon* 
tented,  353.  His  claim  to  the  si;q>port  of  facts  since  the 
first  publioatipn  of  his  Essay  examined,  364.  His  «aitra- 
'  Vagant  notions  concerning  subsasience,  359«  A  li|rpo- 
thetical  position  of  his  examined,  362.    Seems  disposed 

.  to  reverse  nature  with  respect  to  population  and  subsist- 
ence, 364.  An  observation  of  his  on  an  opinion  of  Lord 
Kiaimes  considered,  365.     His  idoa  as  to  population 

.  pressing  on  the  limits,  of  subsistence,  36S.-  Hia  anwiso 
plan  of  attempting  to  reduce  papulation'  to  stibaisto&ce^ 
372.  His  using  two  notes  of  admiration  against  Mf. 
Grahame  and  three  against  Mr.  Weyland  noticed,  B76L 
His  views  respecting  population,  tho^h  erroneous,  will 
have  an  influence  in  establishing  ultimately  those  iriiich 
are  correct,  383.  Hto  adopted  the  Aristotelian  mode  of 
Feasonin^  in  science,  instead  of  that  of  Lord  Baconi'386* 
His  opinion  that  the  poor  have  not  a  right  to  support, 
refuted,  423.  Hitf  erconeoos  notioti  iMpe^^tkig^  thi^ 
origin  of  pauperism,  424.  Under  his  sostriction  Ihe 
members  of  the  labouring  classes  coukl  not  marry  ai  all, 
425, 

Man,  in  the  state  of  the  hunter,  as  also  in  tthat  of  the 
feeder,  not  prolific,  21,  22*  J»  the  agrkmltural  stat^ 
very  prolific,  22.  Not  so  prolific  in  the  oommoivialv  83. 
As  a  cultivator,  a  complete  regulator,  77.  In  the 
hunter^  state  depends  lor  subsistence  on  the  supplies  of 
nature,  and,  therefore,  lia|>le  to  be  regulated  in  his 
numbers  by  that  necessary,  80. 

Mafiii/ficiurei^  their  effect  on  the  aiae  And  health  of  m^ 
287. 

M»rriagef  early^  tiie  grand  sour^  of  population>  16: 
Late,  would  reader -population  E^trsfresaivei  17.  Pro^ 
lific  at  an  earlier  age  in  hot  than  temperate  climates,  ib. 
General  causes  of,  18.  Mere  abundance  of  subsistence 
does  Qot  always  operate  in  its  favour,  95,  124.    How 
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*  far  nAmttnee  dTectt  it,  126.  Law  tnggettad  for 
diecking  it^  should  the  earth  at  len^  reach  its  full 
coinpleraent,  162.  Its  effects  as  to  virtue,  290;  aa  t^ 
hitppiiiess,  292 ;  as  to  wealth,  296.  Reasons  for  govern- 
ment encouraging  early,  307.  To  encourage  the  latter 
""  tends  to  destroy  an  injurious  competition  on  the  part  of 
*the  single,  ^08.  The  encouragement  which  government, 
in  ordinary  cases,  should  give  to  H,  S09.  To  check  it  M^ 
wild  measure,  311.  The  immoral  effects  of  late,  321 V 
Could  scarcely  take  place  among  the  lower  ranks  under  «~ 
restriction  of  Mr«  Malthus,  426. 

Means  of  subsistence,  an  equivocal  mode  of  .expressioQ, 
10*. 

Medical  man,  a,  antipopulation  idea^  of,  S3S. 

Metal  money,  an  unproNductive  species  of  circuland,  493* 
Its  disadvantages,  494. 

Middlesex,  as  to  population,  156;  and  employment,  1?8«, 
Its  population  and  wealth  compared  with  those  of  Car*  * 
^igansnire,  457. 

MiM,  the,  labonr  of,  not  favourable  to.  fepunJUty^  149u 

Money  does  not  alter  the  nature  or  efects  of  dungiiigv  m 
the  source  of  income  and  wealth,  2i5. 

Money  question,  490. 

Montesjttieu,  SI. 

Mmutainefrs,  genevaDy  poor,  244. 

'      K.     . 

Necessity,  absolute,  of  stibsistence  makes  no  easeniZal  dif« 

fbrence  between  this  species  of  supply  and  others  lesa 

necessary,  104. 
Negroes,  a  case  put  with  respect  to  them,  by  Sir  Jame% 

Steuart,  IIS. 
Nortkwnberland,  the  si^e  pf  its  people  compared  with  those 

of  London,  ^^ 


O. 

cut  men,  of  the  working  classes  should  be  exempted  fhm 

labour  after  70,  4S6. 
Oat-poMoe,  the  rapidity -of  the  extension  of  its  culture^  ^ 
^liMy,ats  slow  increase  in  populationi  )58« 
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••'       •■      *  /     "  P. 

P^mier-mmey^  now  preferred  even  by  the  lower  ranka^  49U 
Its  qualities^  492,  493«  Injur}r  done  to  Bn tarn- by  with* 
drawing  part  of  the  capital  arising  from  it»  492*  Of  the 
British  kind  will  probably  at  length  becom  the  hom* 
money  of  all  commercial  nations,  496« 

fateHiney  449* 

Parliameni^  annual^  fever,  488* 

Paupers,  see  Poor* 

Peace  with  respect  to  prices,  466, 468<  Peace  and  plenty 
of  1815,  obs&vation  of  an  officer  in  the  Grampians  upon, 
47S. 

Pergunnaht,  certain,  in  the  East  Indies  as  to  a  decreasejn 
population  and  wealth,  242. 

Poland^  long  an  exporting  country  as  to  subsistence,  135* 
Compared  with  Prance  ^nd  Austria,  as  to,  196.  , 

Poori  the,  in  Enghmd,  remarka  on,  ^S.  Increase  of  the 
charse  for,  a  proof  of  her  growing  rich,  263,  428.    Mr. 

.  Mamos'a  harsh  sentimenta  respecting  the  children  o^ 
^^ '  Might  in  general  procure  a  competence  In  a 
populous  country,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they - 
willy  420,  422*  Vicious,  their  number  augmented  by  the 
increasing  wealth  of  a  cpuntiy^  ,420,  Have  a  right  to 
support,  423.  The  dancer,  that  would  result  from  the 
British  l^'slature*s  (|isclaiming  this  right,  426*  Mode 
of  supporting  them  in  England*  highly  praiseworthy  and 
productive  of  much  alleviation  of  misery,  427 ;  but  also 
of  some  evils,  43^  The  Scpttisb  mode  dwppi'oved  o^- ' 
427.  Contrib(titibns  for,  charged  in  the  general  price 
of  things,  429.  Results  of  the  English  and  Scottisb. 
modes  to  the  English  and  Scottish  farmers  and  land*  -^ 
holders,  i6»  The  measure  of  stigmatizing  the  poor  ob« 
jectionable,  431.  Employing  the  poor  recommended, 
432.  The  regulations  m  England  respecting  ^their  set^ 
tlement  injurious,  432.  Bad  effects  of  paymg  effective 
labourers,  as  paupers,  433.  Their  condition  meliorated 
by  a  high  average  rate  of  price,  470,  476 ;  and  injured 
by  a  low  one,  470,  482.  Suffer  by  a  fall  in  tlie  average 
price  even  of  subsistence,  476.  _     ^      . .  *   ^.  y  q, 

Poorer  classes  have  more  children  per  family,  and  tb^^Y 
children  more  usefui,  in  ppint  of  income  to  them/ 306*..  *..> 

/\?or*5 /w>U]f,  sketch  of  a  nationali  434.        ..      ,^        ..     ".^.^^^-x 

Population,  imagined'  by  the  multitude  to  be  in  general  too 
numerous,  1.  This  notion  embodied  in  a  theory  by 
Mr.  Malthus^  3*    In  all  ordinary  circumstances^  increases^ 
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But  has  n6  tendency  to  aver'tncrease,  12.  In  its  increase 
h^  no  natural  fixed  ratio'aA  to  time,  14,  54.  Increases 
according  to  the  earlioess  of  marriage  and  the  healthiness 

'  of  tite  great  mass  of  the  people,  16^  112.  In  the  saYage 
or  hunter's  state  unprotific,  21.  In  the  pastoral  still 
not  proHfie,  22.    In  the  agrtcultaral,  Terjr  proitfie,  -23* 

'  In  the  commercial,  not  so  productiye,  ib»  What  regu- 
lates the  rates  of  its  increase,  24,  S5.  Will  it  con* 
tinue  to  increase  till  it  reaches  its  complement?  95, 145* 
Its  increase  regulates  the  increase  of  subsistence,  SO.  Each 
nation  difiers  in  general  from  others  as  to  their  ratio  of 
increase,  of  peric^  of  douhlmg,  5S*  Vihan  unchecked; 
fft.  Regulates  the  supply  of  subsistence  as  of  all  other 
articles  of  producti(ui»  69.  £:Kaiiiples  of  this,  T5i  Maj 
decrease^  and  yet  ^  arailidile  means  of  subsistence  bo 
enlcrgedy  96.  Constantly  eraplojed  in  raising  substst- 
cnceto  its  own  level,  97*  Tho  case  o£  its  douMii^  hi 
15  years  noticed,  99.  Out  of  the  advance  6f  subsist* 
ence  draws  l}ie  supples  for  its  increased  nmnbers,  100, 
966.  Has  the  power  fully  to  regulate  the  amount  of 
ftcdbsistence,  6r  raise  the  amount  a£  the  supply  of  the 
latter  to  its  own  denumd  till  the  earth  shall  be  compMely 
peopled,  105, 107.  As  &r  as  depends  on  subsistence, 
nay  increase  at  any  rate,  however  rapid,  106.  Influence 
of,  upon  subsistence.  111.  The  more  crowded  it  is,  it 
consumes  a  greater  average  quantity  of  food,  122.  In- 
fluence of  the  extraordinary  year  1616,  npott,  IW.  Its 
increase  much  in  the  inverse  ratid  of  Ae  quanti^  of 

'  superfluous  subsistence  consumed,  129.  Hm  not  an 
nmform  tendency  to  rise  to  the  iReans  of  sobriiteacet 
134*.  Its  increase  carries  in  itself  the  seeds  of  counter- 
action, which  will  probably  at  length  fiilly  check  its  own 
progress,  147,  164.  Slower  increase  of,  in  old  popnlooa 
states,  not  owing  to  a  scarcity  of  subsistence,  but  chiefly 
to  a  superabundance,  156.  Rapid  increase  for  several 
centttries  in  Europe  and  America:  slow  in  Africa  and 
Asia,  157.  The  thicker  the  rate  of,  the  greater  average 
quarkxty  of  employment ,  169, 193,  207.  Aradysis  of  the 
causes  of  this,  170,  209.  Every  addition  to,  creates  a 
corresponding  addition  to  employment,  173.  Its  incrtam 
^    augments  the  average  demand,  214.      Increase  of,   the 

'^'grarrd  source  of  the  increase  qftoeahh,  223,  236.  Aug* 
ments  die  wetuth  of  the  whole  mass  according  to  an  in» 
creasing  proportion^  226.  Promotes  a  better  style  of 
living  among  all  dasses,  227,  485.  The  thtdcer  the 
rate,  and  the  more  rapid  the  increase  of,  the  ridier, 

'  29.    A  decisive  proof  ctf  this  in  the  Instofxnf  Britatn 
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,    dtiriiig.  the  J^rench  r^Tolotioa  Ytar,  SS7«    Deeresfe  oit, 

tends  t9  render  circulators  poorer^  and  according  to  an 

increasing  proportion^  ^1.    Example  and  proof  of  this 

in  certain  Pergunnalis   in  India,  24f2*     Impoverishing 

tendency   attributed  to  the  increase  of,  refuted,  ..246« 

Increase  qfi  teruU  to  improve  the  condition  of  till  rank$ 

Jrom  tke  l&omt  to  the  ki^hest^  269*    EffecU  of  ita  incEMse 

on  health,  283.     Its  increase  in  Britain  from  1792  to 

1817,  compared  with  the  increase  pf  subsistence,  355 ; 

Tef  employment,  356;  of  wealth,  357*    Were   it  to  be 

suddenly  checked,  subsistence  would  superabound  for  a 

time,  367*    The  mode  of  checking  it  adopted  by  natare^ 

compared  whh  the  artificial  mode  recommendea  by^r. 

Jlalthus,  381.    Science  of,  ope  of  the  latest  cultivated 

■    by  society^  384.    Its  increase  raises  the  average  rate  ef 

pricses,  4SS. 
Populating  causes,  Qt  citcx^9iB3Ace^  IB* 
PrteCf  the  rate  of  that  of  subsistence  decisive  against  the 
.  existence  of  the  principJe  of  th^  subsistence  theory,.  il« 
Rise  ip,  observations  upon,  222.    Should  be  cotnUiied 
with  the  amount  of  the  supply  or  produce,  in  discussing 
statistical  questions  respecting  wealth,  enroloyment,  &c. 
.  276*    Popular  error  concerning,  3M.    llie  item  in  it 
charged  tor  government  productive,  4i0.    All  parts  pf  it 
alike  |»roductive  of  income  and  reproductive  of  .employ* 
ment,  412.  Injurious  effect  of  paving  effective  labourers  aft 
1  pauper^  433.  Utility  of  a  knpwle^e  of,  in  statistics,  456w 
An  increase  in  average  price  renders  a  country, richer, 
[     461.    Causes  of  a  rise  in,  462.    The  rate  of,  in  di&reni 
countries  vauablei  and  why,  464«    The  rate  of,  esaen- 
.  tially  connected  with  the  style  of  living  in  districts  and 
,  townsy  465.   Peace  and  war  prices,  4f66«    Neither  neces* 
sarily  higher,  or  lower,  except  in  certain  circumstances, 
'  ii.    No  fixed  rate  of  price  by  nature,  469.    But  there  la 
a  faiTi  or^  natural  av^raj^e  rate  of  price,  and  what  this  is, 
^  A  tendency  in  averse  price  to  rise»  beneficial  to  the 
community,  td«     Average  general  prices   can  never   be 
.  ea»Klntan(t,  Mp70.     Average  high  general  prices  advan* 
.  tog^us,   bugt  occasional,  exorbitant  prices  of   certain 
classes  injurious,  ib.    Price  must  be  hi|[h  to  give  die 
■^     lower  ranks  a  due  quantum  of  comforts,  td»    A  general; 
reduction  of  price  can  only  be  effected  by  the  great  body 
.  returning  to  a  pooiie^  style  of  iivieg*.  ib.    Pall  in  average 
price  produces  embarrassment  and  distress,   and  parfi- 
eulatdy  to  the  poor,  47I9  476»  482.     The  evils  of  a 
reduced  price  felt  with  univemd  aeverity  in  1816»  475. 
A  rise  mi  .either  e  tsansftr  ^fm$  or  li^efiriali  4SJ^ 
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Folly  of  the  attempt  to  reduce  average  prices,  478,  482^ 
Does  not  fall  really  on  the  consumer,  484.  The  dktrcM 
of  1816  only  to  be  alleviated  by  a  rise  of  prices,  486.  A 
tendency  in,  to  rise,  equally  advantageous  to  indtvidualsy 
classes,  and  nations,  489. 

Prodnciivenestt  in  point  of  wealth,  the  great  importance  of 
ascertaining  what  is  the  real  source  of,  S98.  Connexion 
between  the  principle  of  this,  and  the  principle  of  popu- 
lation, 417* 

Prodactke  iheort/y  renders  statistics  dear  and  certain,  387. 
Consequences  of,  892.    Promotes  benevolence,  415. 


Quarterli/  Review^  the  opinion  of  a  writer  in,  respecting  the 
counteracting  influence  of  civilization  on  population, 
150. 

Qfiesnay^  M.  his  idtm  of  the  source  of  productiveness 
contrary  to  facts,  811,  404. 


E. 

Jl0Md9,'their  multipHcatkm,  115. 

Radnorshire,  as  to  employment,  178* 

Reason  comrtttules'msEii  a  regulator  of  avMsteBcei  as  of 
all  other  branches  of  the  supply,  85, 77. 

RecapUidaiion,  widi  respect  to  the  prind^le  of*  popohtion, 
66 ;  the  regiilating  power  of  population  over  subsist- 
ence, 165 ;  the  increase  of  employiDent  caused  by  the 
increase  of  population,  206;  and  the  increase  of  wealth 
-  caused  by  the  same,-  281.   A  general,  888. 

Redundancy  of  population  throughout  Europe  m  1816 
considered,  179.  A  proof  of,  ^ith  respeet  to  fhed  sup- 
posed to  be  found  in  a  want  <^  employment,  examined, 
192. 

RtformaiMn,  the  great  ^flfect  whkh  it  proddbed'<m  popu* 
lation  by  its  setting  the  mind  free,' or  asserting  tke  r^ht 

'  of  private  judgment,  158. 

it^ff/^nv^AiV^^  with  respect  to  immigration,  ITS. 

Retreftehmmt  influenza,  488. 

Rights,  legal,  may  be  rescinded:  socmi^  are  Indeftasibte,- 
423. 

Russia,  iu  territotr  much  too  large  fbr  an  eilfectite 
national  spirit  and  government,  448.  ^ 

RiOlandf  its  slow  increase  in  population,- 186» 
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Saving  bantof  tliwuttlitTy  4S2. 

Saj^f  M.  his  idea  of  the  source  of  productiveness  not 
jfcHtnd  to  be  warrftnted  by  ^cts,  21 1.  Quotation  respect- 
ing Mr.  Gray's  theory,  and  his  own,  from  bis  letter  to 
Mr.  (.1  ray,  399.  His  doctrine  of  utility  being  the  prin- 
ciple of  productiveness  examined,  401.  A  decisive 
argument  of  his  respecting  internal  wealth,  417.  This 
applied  to  the  productive  theory,  418* 
Scarcity t  tendency  towards,  increases  employment,  197* 
Raises  price,  and  in  general  adds  to  the  wealtti  of  the 
supjplier,  198,  272. 
Scotland^  an  exporting  country  with  respect  to  sabsistenccy 
165*  As  to  emigration,  178.  Compared  with  England 
on  Mr,  Malthus's  ideas,  196.  Her  comparative  wealth, 
229.  Her  old  mode  of  supporting  the  poor  disapproved 
of,  427.  Gradually  adopting  a  mode  sioular  to  the 
English,  428.  Her  grain  compared  with  that  .of  Eog- 
bind,  429. 
Scotty  more  prolific  tlian  die  English,  because  worse  fed, 

190. 
Sellers,  observation  upon»  230. 

SetHement  of  the  poor  in  Emgland  an  injurious  system,  432* 
Shetiandy  its  slow  increase  in  population,  138. 
'  iii60N9h'BB  to  fittbsistoiioo,  SO|  and  emplay«ient,  178* 
Siher  rises  and  §b\\b  m  prico,  without  TefiMrence  t«  the 

anoum  of  notes  in  ciroal^Aion,  49^ 
Sinclmry   Sir  .lohn,  the  eminent  servicet*.  which  he  and 
other  practical  statistioians  have  rendered  to  statistics, 
385. 
Single^  perhaps  no  happy  person  remains  ao  voluntarily, 
^5.    Perhaps  not  generally  richer  than  the  marriedySOl. 
BM  in  general,  by  nature  not  very  fertile,  5K 
SmUk^  Dr.  Adam,  hia  opinion  respecting  the  oauseof  the 
increase  of  population,  139.    His  idea  of  the  source  of 
prodoctiveiMSS  e^rokteous,  211,  404.  '   Remarks  on  his 
notion  eo«ioerntng«]tohangeable  wealth,  399l    His  adhe- 
^    rents  grown  sceptical  respecting  the  correctness  of  his 

ideas  of  tlie  eou^ee  of^olductiveness,  400. 
Spniny  injury  done  to  her  by  her  eoloniBationSy  185* 
SktMkSy  one  of  the  sciencee  latest  cultivated  by  society^ 
384.     Injured  bv  the  fancies  of  the  economists,  spbsist- 
encians  and  bdlionists,  S85»     Rendered  <  aritlnnetically 
clear  and  certain  by  the  prinoi|^e'Of  obar^eability,  415. 
SMigtiC8^ii9kdMme(mr^*      -     . .      • 
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Stcuart^  Sir  James,  the  origioal  author  of  the  prtndpk  of 
the  subsistence  theory,  112.     His  notions  respecting  th», 
influence  of  population  and  food    on    eaeh  other,  ib. 
Compares  the  generative  faculty  to  a  ipriog  loaded  with 
a  weight,  127*     Assumes  that  people  multiply  fasten 
the  better  they  are  fed,  128.    Hostile  to  manriag^  anions 
tlie  lower  ranks,  S29.    A  notion  of  his  respecting  interna! 
wealth  refuted  by  M.  Say,  4 J  7. 
Subsistence,  whether  abundance  of,  tends  to  increase  the 
prolific  power,  queried,  24.     The  vast  amount  of  the 
means  of,  in  all  countries  still  untouched,  15,  SS,  45;  and 
the  average  rate  of  its  price,  decisive  against  the  subt- 
ft»istence  theory,  42*    The  amount  of  its  increase  regu- 
lated by  the  increase  of  population*  50.    Has  of  itself 
.     no  natural  ratio  of  increase   whatever,   51.     Natural 
Amount  of,  scarcely  the  one  thirtieth  of  theartificialf  52. 
The  rapidity  of  increase  of  wht^   it  is  capable,  58. 
Effects  o{  the  abundance  and  deficiency  of,  on  popula* 
.    tion,  6S>    The  notion  of  its  muforjuiiy^  merea^ng  slower 
than  population,  a  wild  fancy  u^erty  unwarranted  by  the 
arrangements  of  nature,  67.     Its  influence  with  respect 
to  marri^e,'  94.     The  •propoirtioiMtte  amount  whicn  it 
forms  in   housekeeping,  95.     The  available  meMM  of, 
may  be  increased,  and  yet  population  decreased,  96. 
Has  no  level  of  its  own,  97^     In  comiected  districts, 
usually  a  year  or  two  in  iidviMM^  upon  popolation^  99. 
Agrees  in  amount  witli  the  demand  of  papula tiftp»  like 
houses,  clothing,  &p»  100*    Natural  tendency  to  an  eqiu* 
librium  between  it  and  pip^ation^  101.    At  far  aft  de- 
pends on  it,  population,  may  increase  at  any  rate,  however 
rapid,  108.    Influence  of^  upon  population,  111*    Has 
no  peculiar  influence  in  hastening  or  retarding  marriage, 
.427.       Superfluity   of,  unfavourable  to  the  increase  pf 
<    papulation,  1 129.     lu  influence  pn  health,  ISS.     The 
quantity  of,  produced  in  a.  4i9triGt,  regulated  by  the 
'  proportion  of  cultivators  ;  whi^h  proportion, is  regulated 
,   by  the  circumstances .  of  the  digtrict,  144.    Effects  of  an 
increased  den^mid  ibf,  260. .  Itjft  «  superabundfnce  of, 
and  not  a  tendency  to  a  deocienc^,  yirhich  diminishes  tlie 
Stimulus  on  industry,  275*    It?  influence  on  population 
only  what  is  common  to  it  with  ^  the  other  branches  of 
the  supply,  277.    Limits  of,  easily  extended  by  the  ciiU 
tivator,  .3^     Its  increase  compared  with  the  increase  of 
population  in  Britain  from  1792  to  1817,  S55,    As  tq 
the  current  increase  of  population,  366*  .  Would  super* 
abound  for  a  time,  were  population  not  to  go  on  in« 
greasing,  367*    Should  be  Raised  to  the  fleo^na  of  pow^ 
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latlon  in  case  of  a  deficiency,  S73.  Fall  in  tbe  aterage 
price  of»  diminiabes  empfoyment  and  wealth,  462. 
Effecu  of  the  fall  in  the  pnee  of,  in  1815  and  1816, 473. 

Subsiitwtee  quetHwif  obaervations  upon,  S5h 

SubiUtence  thtort/^  its  repulsive  effects  not  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  deciding  on  its  truth  or  falsehood,  S3. 
The  rate  of  doubling  in  the  United  States  decisive  against 
it,  61.  Constant  emigration  from  the  country  to  town 
shows  it  to  be  unfounded,  205.  Its  consequences  to 
society,  d2Q,  S89.  Hostile  to  early  marriage,  321.  The 
odious  and  unjust  view  which  it  gives  of  nature,  322. 
Tends  to  throw  a  thick  gloom  over  human  ^prospects, 
and  to  paralyze  industry,  324.  Degrades  man  to  the 
level  of*  beasts  and  vegetables  as  to  subsistence,  326. 
Injurious  to  httmanity  and  diarity^  328.  Panicularly 
hostile  to  the  lower  ranks,  and  the  poor,  ib.  Tends  to 
depreciate  the  value  of  human  life,  332.  Were  it  gene- 
rally behoved,  would  render  human  life  quite  insecure, 
334.  Observations  upon,  338.  Not  tried,  at  first,  bv 
the  law  of  nature,  or  tne  regulating  power  of  the  demand, 
340. '  The  various  assumptions  of  whidi  it  consists,  com- 
pared with  the  causes  and  results  in  nature,  346.  Ae- 
marks  upon  the  faith  of  its  supposed  believers,  361. 
Change  taking  place  in  the  public  mind  respecting,  375. 
Shown  decisively  to  be  false  by  the  state  of  the  materials 
and  suppliers  of  subsistence,  and  by  the  indexes  of 
famine  and  of  price,  378.  Another  of  an  opposite  kind, 
but  equally  founded  on  fallacy,  344. 

Submtencians^  a  fond  observation  of  theirs  animadverted 
on,  361.  Have  assittted  iA  injuring  the  science  of  sta- 
tistics, 385. 

SmbHUsingy  fondness  of  theorists  for,  5* 

St^ag€f  universal,  £ever,  488. 

SuiddeSf  the  greater  number  of,  said  to  be  bachelors,  295. 

Superabundance  of  subsistence,  injurious  to  the  various 
classes,  275. 

Supply^  the,  regulated  by  the  demand,  69*  Of  London 
witn  meat  analyMd,  72.  Human  labour  incapable  of 
furnishing  it,  in  a  thick  rate  of  population,  without  ihe 
use  of  machinery,  177.  A  portion  of,  constituted  the 
grand  regulating  cause  by  Mr.  Malthus,  343,  359.  Re« 
marks  upon,  were  it  to  be  constituted  the  regulator  of 
tlM  demand,  359. 

Sumner,  Mr.  attempts  ,to  reconcile  the  principle  of  th^ 
subsistence  theory,  with  the  gover^meat  of  an  alUgood 
Being,  323« 
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SumpiKOty  lam^  AUjf  of,  48S; 

Snekeuj  a  ttcoA  cbuiKtioo  ofwuufityiy  MIj  is,  4as. 

Smigeriamiy  m  to  eBligntioi^  17&    DietnM  of»  in  1B16, 

\SS.    Natand  cheek  to  popvkiMi  ia,  ttWMCM  poverty, 

^44. 


JtfMr  of  tbe  comtMratnFe  pOpidatioii  and  tmealth  of  the 
eooBtiesof  Englaiid  and  Wales,  inA  their  mtes  of  in- 
ereaoe  io  popwatioDy  46i$« 

Towmtt  hffge,  fheir  antipopolathig  efiedl»  151*  At  what 
mmber  of  inhabitaiits  tM  fnay  be  iuppoaed  to  begin  to 
prodoee  these  eSacti,  189.  Comtlint  ett%ftition  from 
the  ^ooDtry  to,  905.  Ridi  in  proportion  to  their  greater 
popdation,  228,  291,  240,  The  ngKneat  and  haferlcnty 
of  old,  and  of  old  portions  of^  S95.  Their  extenuonv  a 
proof  of  the  increase  of  popldalion  mnA  wealth  combined, 
^896.  Large,  tend  to  renoer  efen  r^note  districts  more 
prosperous,  940. 

Trmde  nuutm^  Live  md  tH  Uoe^  sound  statistics,  489. 

Turkish  dytuuhi^  the  great  prOp  of  BUionietanisni,  445. 
A  consideram  portion  of  its  sfinres,  Christian*^  452. 


u.  - 

VtilHi/f  not  the  source  or  principle  of  prodnctireaess,  211, 
401.  M.  Say's  definition  of  it  considered,  401.  What  it 
denotes  in  the  common  acceptation,  ib,  Artides 
possessing  it,  not  necessarily^prodnctite,  405.  Some  Of 
them  unproductire,  ib.  Some  also  oceasiom^  prodttC* 
tire  and  oecasionany  nnprddttetltl?,  ^&6.  Sometimes 
injorions  to  productiveness,  405r  TW  &NMase  of,  not 
necessarily  attended  with  an  increase  of  productiveness^ 
but  sometimes  with  a  diminution  of  that  ouaHty,  40^ 
M.  Say's  opinion  concerning  the  unprodocaveness  of  a 
certain  portion  of  actual  price,  examined,  409. 

W. 

ffaUtf  its  comparaftive  wealth,  229.  Table  of  the  compa* 
rative  population  and  wealth  of  its  obuntiesi  irith  troir 
rates  of  increase  in  population,  456. 

Wattaccj  Mr.  a  speculation  ofhls,  146*    ' 
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fFantf  and  the  diseases  springing  from  h,  more  common  in 
thinly  peopled,  than  in  poouUws  districts,  285. 

IVants  of  men,  the  source  of  all  employment  saad  charging, 
915u    Inereaae,  as  population  grows  more  numerous,  216. 

War^  commonly  increases  employment,  180.  Increase  of 
population  and  wealth  in  Britain  during  that  of  the 
French  Revolution,  237.  With  respect  to  prices,  466, 
468. 

fVaste  lands,  below  a  certain  height  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  may  be  cultivated  to  profit,  when  population  requires 
their  cultivation,  109.  Average  expense  of  cultivating 
them,  ib.  An  example  of  a  piece  very  elevated,  culti- 
vated to  advantage,  110. 

Wealthy  the  source  of,  pt^JUable  chargeabQityy  212.  Detail 
of  facts  showing  that  its  increase  depends  upon  the 
increase  of  population,  226.  National  increase  of,  tends 
to  augment  the  number  of  vicious  poor,  266»  420.  As 
the  grand  object  of  statistical  measures,  examined,  3 1 3. 
The  eSecXA  of  such  a  principle,  314.  Its  increase  in 
Britain  from  1792  to  1817,  compared  with  the  increase 
of  population,  357.  General  definition  of,  399.  Ren- 
dered by  the  productive  ^stem  inexhaustible,  416.  Ob- 
lections  to  this  answered,  ib, 

JVest  India  islands,  their  effect,  as  a  colony  of  Britain,  185. 

Wevlandt  Mr.  his  work  on  population,  376. 

Wneat^  prices  of,  in  Windsor  market,  from  1755  to  1815, 
466. 


Y. 

Youngs  Mr.  Arthur,  notion, of  his  respecting  the  over 
population  of  France,.. jrefuted,  253,  258.  And  of  the 
efiectaof  a  reduction  of  the  same,  refoted  also,  261. 

Yoith^  ito  populfttioii,  232. 
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WORKS  BY  MB.  GRAY. 


THE   MICROCOSM: 

Or,  A  PICTURESQUE  DELINEATION  of  the  ARTS,  AGRI- 
CULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  &c  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  in  a 
Scries  of  above  Six  Hundred  Groups  of  small  Figures  for  the  Embel- 
lishment of  Landscape ;  comprising  the  most  interesting  Subjects  in 
rural  and  domestic  Scenery,  in  external  and  internal  Navigation,  in  Country 
Sports  and  Employments,  in  the  Arts  of  War  and  of  Peace.  The  whole 
accurately  drawn  from  Nature,  and  etched  by  W.  H.  Pyne,  and  aqua- 
tinted  by  J.  Hill.  To  which  are  added.  Explanations  of  the  Plates,  and 
Essays  relating  to  their  various  Subjects.  Published  by  Miller,  Albe- 
marle Street,  1806  and  1808.  laJLVolunes,  10  Guineas  plain,  and  90 
Pounds  coloured. 


THE   HAPPINESS    OF   STATES; 

Or,  an  INQUIRY  CONCERNING  POPULATION,  the  MODES 
0f  SUBSISTING  and  EMPLOYING  IT,  and  the  EFFECTS  of  aU 
•n  HUMAN  HAPPINESS.      4to.  }LlU.6iL 

A  Book  of  genertil  RenUi*  and  an  Index  «rf  nom  mddedf' which  nunf 
he  hmd  separately  by  thte  who  poeeeee  Cojriee, 

In  this  Work  the  Author  investigates  the  subjects  of  Circulation, 
Money,  Population  and  Production,  as  found  in  nature,  and  endeavours 
to  clear  them  from  those  imaginations  with  which  they  have  been  mixed, 
and  to  establish  their  real  principles  by  an  analysis  of  facts.  He  ba^ 
also  given  a  view  of  the  effeots  of  the  increase  of  Population. 

To  the  attention  of  those,  who  are  about  to  enter  on  the  stady  of  the 
important  practical  science  of  Statistics,  or  Political  Economy,  as  it  has 
been  generally  but  injudiciously  called,  the  Second  Book,  on  the  materials 
and  principles  ^f  Circulation,  is  earnestly  recommended.  AU  sure  pro- 
grefs  in  the  science  depends  on  having  correct  notions  of  these.  And 
whether  the  Student  ultimately  admits  the  ideas  of  the  Author  ooncern- 
ing  Productiveness  as  to  Wealth,  or  those  of  Quesnay,  Smith,  or  Say, 
tliis  extensive  and  minute  analysis  of  the  results,  as  actually  found  avound 
«s  every  day  and  every  where,  will  be  of  use  to  enable  him  to  analyaey 
fxamine,  an%i  decide  for  himself. 


Preparing  Jbr  the  Press^ 

THE     MESSIAD, 

a  poem. 
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W0SE6  BY  Iffl.  PURVBS. 
ALL   CLASSES  -PRODUCTIVE 

.  Or,  The  THEORIES  of  M.  QUESNAY,  Dr.  ADAM  SMITH,  and 
Mr.  GRAY,  concerning  the  various  CLASSES  of  MEN,  as  to  the 
TROmiCriON'  of  WEALTH  to  the  COMMUNITY,  analysed  and 
examined.  8vo.  9i* 

*'  Tku  argmnait  leads  tu  by  a  new  and  certaitUy  an  wiespecUd  road,  to 
m  novel  conclusion  in  Jfkoowr  of  the  theory  that  utterly  denies  any 
distinction  between  may  of  the  applications  qf  capital  and  induttry 
which  are  svbservient  to  the  wants  and  eitjoytnents  of  man.** 

Edioburgh  lUview,  toL  ir.  p.  362. 


Gray  versus  Malthus. 


THE   PRINCIPLES 

OT 

POPULATION   AND  PftODUCtlON 

ItnrcsTioATBD: 

And  the  Qnestiotii,  Does  Population  regnlate  Subsistence,  or  Subsiiir- 
enee  Population :  has  the  latter,  in  Hs  Increase,  a  Tendency  to  augniMit  •r 
diflsiniah  the  avera^  Qaaatom  of  Employment  aOd  Wealth :  and  should 
CiOvernmeDt  eiicouraice  or  chtck  eaiiy  Marriai^,  discussed.    8to. 
,**  ^e  we  atrare  nf  the  iniportance  of  a  full  dUcustion  of  the  principles 

of  jtopulation  and  production  in  the  present  eon/lictwg  state  of  th^ 

public  opipton  on  that  great  practical  question** 

No.  a  I,   Quarterly  RerietT,  October  1816%  p.  6ff. 

In  the  former  Work,  the  doctrines  of  Economists,  both  of  the  sect 
1^  Quesnd}'  and  of  Smith,  oonceminf  the  Uoproducth-eoess  of  certain 
Classes,  are  examined,  and  shown  to  be  directly  contrary  to  tha  prindplca 
of  Cifoulaticm  openitfai|^  in  real  life,  and  the  Circulators  who  procure 
their  income  by  the  exertions  of  the  mind,  and  whom  those  q>ecuIaUsU 
-  hftve  nttcwpted  to  degrade  into  panpers,  are  restored  to  their  proper  place 
iin  society.  Ainoof  other  statistic!^  matters,  a  new  riew  is  giren  of  tb« 
National  Debt,  and  a  double  mode  of  Fiquidation  pointed  out,  by  which 
the  nation  may  at  once  enjoy  the  advantages  eitpected  from  that  liquldn- 
tioo.  There  is  also  an  analysis  of  tlie  causes  of  the  uoirersal  stagnation 
and  distress  of  1816,  a  year  that  will  long  be  so  memormble  in  the  hia- 
tory  of  the  Statistics  of  Europe.  And  the  Appendix  contains  Four  Letters 
to  M.  Say,  in  which  some  of  the  Observations  of  that  eminent  political 
Economist  on  *'  England  and  Englishmen"  are  corrected. 

In  the  latter,  the  Population  and  Subsistence  Theories,  as  found  in 
the  Happiness  of  States  of  Mr.  Gray  and  the  Essay  on  the  Prindpie  of 
Population  of  Mr.  Malthus,  are  minutely  analysed,  the  r^ulating  power 
of  PoptUation  over  Sphsistence  folly  established,  and  early  Marrii^ 
shown  to  be  uniformly  advaDtageoos  to  a  State.  Some  articles  of  Mis- 
cellaneous Statistics  are  added.  Among  these  are,  Three  Letters  to  M. 
Say,  in  which  his  Principle  of  Prodoctireness,  as  to  Waalth,  is  exiynincd. 
Observations  on  tlie  English  mode  of  supporting  the  Poor,  and  Four 
l^ssays  on  the  effect  of  average  hi^h  and  low  Prices. 
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